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SERMON 12
Romans 5:6-11
(Psalters: 292:1,2,5; 328; 381:1-4; 233:1,2,5,6; 69:2,3,7; 405:6,7)

In Romans 5:1-5 Paul has mentioned some of the consequences or fruits of justification. Justification, first of all results in having peace with God. Secondly, justification results in our having access into the presence of God. Next, justification enables us to rejoice in the hope of future glory, and finally we were reminded that the justified believer’s faith is tested by God to prove the reality and the genuineness of his profession. All this is made possible by God’s enabling grace as He pours out his love in the believer’s heart by His Holy Spirit.
Now, in our text, verses 6-11, Paul expands on the gift of divine love mentioned in verse 5. Believers in Christ are the objects and recipients of God’s amazing love and the apostle wants us to appreciate and appropriate this greatest of all benefits. When we by faith embrace Christ as our righteousness before God, we may know that God loves us. Justification means not only that our sins are forgiven and we are acquitted of our guilt and viewed as righteous in God’s sight, but it also means that we are the recipients of the Father’s unending love. He adopts us into His family and pours out His love in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.
Who are the objects or recipients of this love? Paul answers this question in a most powerful and encouraging way. “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” His argument is that Christ died for us while we were helplessly and hopelessly lost in sin; while we were unbelieving, undeserving, and hell-deserving.
Let us reflect on these very important statements which make up the foundation of our hope of being the recipients of God’s love in Jesus Christ. Our theme is:
The Believer’s Security in Christ 
I. What He has done for us while we were His enemies;
II. What He is doing for us since we became His friends;
III. How He wants us to respond to His reconciling sacrifice.

I. What Christ has done for us while were His enemies
“For when we were still without strength in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” It is not just nice people that Jesus died for. In fact, it is not for nice people at all! Jesus didn’t die for the righteous. He didn’t die for good people. Why? There are no good people and there are no righteous people. He died for sinners. 
Since the fall in paradise there is only one kind of people left in the world. Paul describes them for us: without strength, ungodly, sinners, enemies. That description fits all of us. You and I are without strength--helpless, impotent, not able to do any good, so that we are unable to save ourselves. 
Ungodly means that we are unlike God. We are enemies, which means that we hate God and his holy law. We are disobedient and wicked in every way. That is what we are apart from Christ. That is what we are apart from grace. That sums up who we are: weak, helpless and ungodly, under the wrath of God, in bondage to sin, and unable to free ourselves from it. 
We don’t even want to free ourselves from sin. We enjoy sin and don’t want to repent. We see no value in God’s offer of salvation. There is no desire to know God and His ways. Created in God’s image, we lost that image and have no interest in getting it back. That is how Paul describes us. 
What a terrible situation to be in! But that’s how the Bible sees us. 
Yet Paul tells us that Christ died for people like that. That is amazing, isn’t it? We ourselves would hardly die for a righteous man, Paul says in verse 7, and certainly not for a self-righteous man like that Pharisee who congratulated himself while in the temple. Maybe some would die for a good man--an attractive, nice and charitable person. But Paul says, “God demonstrates His own love toward us in that while we were still sinners Christ, died for us.” Notice that His is emphatic in the original Greek, and God shows his own, His unique love toward us. 
Yes, they are the people for whom Christ died. They are people who are weak, helpless, bad, unattractive, and undesirable, people who hate God. For them He died and showed His own unique love! Can you fathom this?
When the Holy Spirit shows us how great our sins and miseries are, we may well wonder if there is any hope for us. But when the same Spirit opens our eyes for Christ, we see Him reaching out to us, saying: “I knew all about those sins of yours, long before you committed them and long before I was going to lay down my life for you. But that did not stop Me from going to the cross. I was willing to die for you, even you.” 
When the Bible says that God loves us we should not interpret that to mean that we are lovable. We may be foolish enough to think that we are nice people, not perfect of course, but not too bad, compared with many others. No, no; God loves bad people, ungodly people, sinners, even enemies, as Paul says in verse 10. 
Christ died for them while they were like that! He did not die for people who had been like that at one time, but who had turned the corner--people who had begun to clean up their act and were now a little more presentable and therefore qualified for grace. They are well scrubbed, quite clean, and they have prepared themselves. 
The Bible doesn’t say that Christ was going to die for those who are trying to help themselves and He would die for everyone who at least makes the effort to do what they ought to do. No, according to the Bible, Jesus says, “I’m going to die for the ungodly while they are still in that state and condition.” 
Paul asks a question here: “Do you want to see the love of God? See God’s love in the One who died for the ungodly.” He died for people who didn’t deserve His love, people who were totally unworthy, people who deserved the complete opposite--to be cast away forever!
This is how God demonstrates his love to us, sinners. The word “demonstrate” can be translated several ways: it can mean commend, prove, show or confirm. God wants us to understand how gracious He is and how ready to save the worst of sinners.
We learn here, first of all, that salvation is entirely of God and the consequence of His love. It is true that Scripture teaches that salvation was obtained by the Son of God. But we should never forget that it was God the Father who sent His Son to do this work in the first place. “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever3e believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). It was the Father who took the initiative and planned our salvation and who sent His Son to carry out this plan.
That it was indeed God who planned it all is brought out in the words “in due time.” “For when we were still without strength, in due time, Christ died for the ungodly.” What does that mean, in due time? It means God decided that at a given point in time His Son should come into the world to shed His blood as a ransom for many. As Paul writes in Galatians 4: 4 and 5: “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”
However, the expression “in due time” may also be taken in the sense of the appropriate time. When did Christ die? When it was clear that both Jew and Gentile could not save himself by living according to the various religious and moral standards available at that time. When God sent His Son, it was clear that enough time had gone by to prove that man could not lift himself up by his own bootstraps. Everything had failed, whether Jews were trying to earn salvation by keeping the mosaic and pharisaic laws, or Gentiles by hoping to appease their gods by bringing animal and even human sacrifices, or spinning their philosophical systems of morality. Everything had failed to show man that salvation can only come from above by the grace and love of God. 
What Paul means is this: while man is hopelessly lost in sin, God demonstrates his love toward him. He proves it and He makes it clear to us. Paul writes the same thing to the Ephesians: “But God who is rich in mercy, because of his great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Eph. 2:4,5). 
What strong encouragements we have here! Christ died for sinners, not saints. When God looked at us in His Son, He did not see saved people who already possessed the good qualities of grace we would afterwards receive as a result of Christ death and the application of the Holy Spirit. God does not even save us because of the good things He has worked in us by His Spirit. Even our regeneration, our conversion, our faith and our repentance--even these things can never be the ground of our acceptance with God. That ground can only be the finished work of Christ. His blood and righteousness alone is the solid rock on which we must place our feet. 
Where sin abounds, grace abounds even more. That is the message we should take from our text. There is much gospel here, great good news for sinners. Perhaps you think that this is all true, but only for certain people, namely God’s elect. You are right, but you can know whether you are one of God’s chosen ones. It is by coming to Christ in faith. As Jesus Himself says: those who come to Him, do so only because the Father has given them to the Son, to save them. “All that the Father gives Me and comes to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out” (John 6:37).

II. What Christ is doing for us since we became His friends
Having heard what God in Christ has done for us while being enemies, let us next hear what He will do for us since He made us his friends. “But God demonstrates His own love toward us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (vv. 8-10).
Here is Paul’s reasoning: If those who were God’s enemies have been reconciled by the death of Christ, isn’t there even more reason to believe they shall be saved through His life? We believe that Christ died, but that Christ lives we tend to forget. God’s provision for sinful man includes a living Christ as well as a dying Saviour. We should understand that when the apostle uses the word “saved” in verse 10, he is referring to daily deliverance from the power of sin through the resurrected and ascended Christ. 
Christ died for us on earth, but He now lives for us in heaven. Therefore, our victory over sin is assured. We have a similar statement in Romans 8:34 and 35. There Paul writes, “Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.” Therefore, “who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”
The love of God in Christ will never end. It brings salvation from the power of sin and ultimately it will deliver us from the very presence of sin. We have seen that God’s love for the believer is without cause, is God’s love without measure and God’s love is without end.
We now come to our third point: How does God want us to respond?

III. How God wants us to respond to His reconciling sacrifice
God’s love for the believer cannot remain without a positive response Verse 11 states, “And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.” This is the fundamental and ultimate reason for our joy as believers: by faith we have received the reconciliation. The word “reconciliation” represents the core meaning or the essential meaning of what God has done for us in Christ. As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5;19, “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them.” 
The believers addressed by Paul in Corinth had apparently received this reconciliation. They had heard the gospel from Paul and others and they had come to faith in Christ and repentance toward God. As a result, they were justified by God and declared righteous in His sight so that they had experienced the three benefits of justification mentioned in Romans 5:1 and 2, peace with God, access to God and joy in God.
The question for you is, have you also received this reconciliation? God demands that all who hear the Gospel accept it. Reconciliation is offered to you. Have you, who are an enemy of God by nature, laid down your weapons of rebellion? Have you accepted the friendship He offers by believing in His Son who has made peace with God for sinners like you? 
God actually begs you to receive His reconciliation. Listen to what Paul goes on to say about reconciliation to the Corinthians: “Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:20,21). A little later, the apostle adds these words, “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). 
There are a lot of people who would like to be friends of God, but they are friends with the world and can’t give up that friendship. But you can’t be friends with both. As the apostle John says, “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15).
If that is true of you, be warned and repent before it is too late. Don’t be so foolish as to reject the love and mercy of God who is willing to forgive your sins. He offers you full and free salvation in Christ. He is saying to you, let’s be friends, shall we? “Come now, and let us reason together, Says the LORD, ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool. If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land’” (Isa.1:18,19).
But you who like the Roman Christians have received the reconciliation, are you rejoicing in God, as they were? You believe in Christ as your Saviour and Maker of peace. Where is your joy? If you are a believer you have every reason to rejoice. How can you not rejoice in God when He has loved you without measure and without end? When He has not only justified you, but also guarantees your salvation from the wrath to come?
In Romans 1:18, Paul speaks of the wrath of God being revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness. But for those who believe in Christ, God’s wrath is like a fire that has already burnt itself out. It cannot touch us anymore.
The one place that is safe in a raging prairie fire is a large patch of soil that has already been thoroughly burned over. The flames cannot come there to destroy because the ground has been burned clean. The Christian is “in Christ,” in Whom the flames of God’s wrath against sin have already consumed to the limit. As Augustus Toplady penned: 
	Payment God cannot twice demand,
	First at my bleeding Surety’s hand, 
	And then again at mine.
Since Christ suffered and died to cancel the debt we owe for meeting the demands of God’s righteous law, we may be sure that He will not forsake us or cast us away, but that the power of His risen life will be applied to save us to the very end. Christ is a living Saviour, not only from the guilt of sin, but also from the power and love of sin in our life
When we take all these precious truths together, what reason do we have to be depressed? Why is there so little rejoicing in God through our Lord Jesus Christ? Why are there so often sad faces among us? It must be that we don’t believe that God really loves us. 
When you stop to think about it, isn’t it a great sin to give in to self-pity, anxious questioning, and depressing thoughts, while we have a God who is rich in mercy? He says, “I know you are without strength; I know you are powerless; I know you are ungodly; I know you are a sinner; I know you are my natural enemy. But I love you anyway for the sake of My Son who also loves you and gave Himself for you.”
Amen.
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