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ACTS OF SYNOD
of the
FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
In Session at Dundas, ON
June 3-6, 2019
**************

SESSION I: Monday June 3, 2019
Article 1 - Opening
Synod opens with a joint worship service of pre-synodical prayer for the
Synods of the Free Reformed Churches and the Heritage Reformed
Churches which are being held concurrently in the Ebenezer Free
Reformed Church of Dundas. The service commences at 7:30 p.m. with
Dr. J. Beeke opening the service, including leading in prayer. Rev. P.
VanderMeyden then preaches on Psalm 132:8-10 under the theme, “A
Prayer for the Presence of the Lord with His Church. 1.In His Almighty
Glory; 2. In His Atoning Mercies; 3. In His Abiding Anointing.”
After the service and a recess for coffee, Rev. J. Overduin, pastor of the
convening church of Vineland, calls the delegates to order at 9:20 p.m.
We sing Psalter 302:1-3 after which Rev. J. Overduin reads Act 2:42-47
and leads in prayer. He welcomes all present.

Article 2 – Presentation of Credentials
The credentials are presented and found to be in good order. The roll call
indicates that the following delegates have been sent by the churches:
Abbotsford
Bornholm
Brantford
Calgary
Chatham
Chilliwack
Dundas
Fenwick

Rev. J. Schoeman
Rev. J. Procee
Rev. D. VanBrugge
Rev. H. Overduin
Rev. T. Bergsma
Rev. J. Koopman
Rev. L. J. Bilkes
Elder Peter Bosman
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Elder Karl Noordam
Elder Adrian Zekveld
Elder Henry DeVries
Elder Bill Bakker
Elder Frank Burggraaf
Elder Jake VanMuyen
Elder Clarence Jonkman
Elder Eric DeKorte
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Grand Rapids
Hamilton
Lacombe
Langley
London
Mitchell
Monarch
Oxford
Pompton Plains
Powassan
St. George
St. Thomas
Vineland

Elder William McQuade
Elder Henk Kleyn
Rev. W.E. Klaver
Elder Peter Kranendonk
Rev. S. Dibbett
Elder Piet Jan VanIperen
Elder Jonathan Houweling Deacon Thomas
Schenderling
Elder John Schinkel
Elder Ray Koopman
Elder Gerald Pol
Elder Mark DenHollander
Rev. E. Moerdyk
Elder Gerrit VanMaanen
Rev. D. Kranendonk
Elder Simon Bruinsma
Rev. J. Lewis
Elder Adrian Slootmaker
Rev. R. VanDoodewaard
Elder Ray Pennings
Elder Wes Stryker
Elder Mark Koopman
Elder Brian Luth
Rev. J. Overduin
Elder Bert DeJong

A motion is made to grant Deacon Schenderling the full voting rights at
this synod.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
Synod being legally constituted, the officers of Synod are elected by open
ballot. The following brothers are elected as officers of Synod:
Chairman – Rev. D. Kranendonk
Vice-Chairman – Rev. J. Overduin
First Clerk – Rev. E. Moerdyk
Second Clerk – Rev. J. Schoeman
The executive is seated and Rev. Kranendonk thanks the delegates for
the confidence expressed through the vote. He thanks Rev. Beeke and
Rev. VanderMeyden for leading the service, the Vineland consistory for
their work as convening church and the Dundas church for their work in
preparing for and hosting Synod.

Article 4 - Agreement with Three Forms of Unity
Rev. Kranendonk reads the Public Declaration of Agreement and the
delegates stand to express their agreement. We sing Psalter 367:2 and
Rev. Kranendonk leads in a closing prayer.
The meeting stands adjourned until 8:30 a.m.
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****************
Tuesday June 4, 2019

SESSION II
At 8:30 a.m., Dr. G. M. Bilkes calls the combined meeting of the HRC and
FRC Synods to order. We open by singing Psalter 260. He reads Acts
8:1-10 and leads in prayer.
He focuses his meditation on Acts 8:8, “And there was great joy in that
city.” He notes that there are many beautiful cities in the world, but in
every city, there is also much that is not beautiful. The effects of sin are
seen throughout the world, but not least of all in the cities. So it would be
natural to read about the sadness of cities. However, we read that there
is great joy in the city of Samaria. This joy is all the more surprising, given
that Samaria was despised among the Jews. It was generally a dark
time for the church in which she was being persecuted. The immediate
occasion is Philip, a deacon, running from persecution and preaching the
gospel at Samaria. In surprising, sad, and depressing circumstances, joy
can come because the source of joy does not lie in us, nor in our
circumstances, but in God, His gospel and His grace.
He notes several characteristics of the joy that was present in the church.
First, joy comes through the word of God. Whenever the word of God
takes hold, and the preaching is blessed, joy accompanies it. Secondly,
true joy is the fruit of conversion. Godly sorrow for sin is not a legal
sorrow, but it is one that focuses on God and leads to a sincere joy of
heart in God through Christ. Ultimately true joy is evidence of the work of
the Spirit as an aspect of the fruit of the Spirit. One of the great works of
the Holy Spirit and effects of Pentecost is joy for God’s people. Third, this
joy was also a purposeful joy. God gives joy in order to exalt Christ, to
encourage each other, and to be the source of strength for God’s people.
Forces outside and inside the church can cause us discouragement, but
the passage provides an example of the joy of the Lord being the strength
of God’s people, enabling them to deal with the challenges they faced.
Dr. Bilkes concludes in prayer and Rev. Kranendonk assumes the chair.

Article 5 – Preliminaries
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The roll is called, and all are present. The chair welcomes the Free
Reformed students and Pastor Young Jae Lee. Dr. Beeke and Elder
Corney Les are welcomed as advisors from the HRC.
Recommendation #1 from the Publications Committee is considered:
To appoint Mr. Ray Pennings to serve as assistant to the clerks of Synod
2019.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Recommendation #4 from the Interchurch Relations Committee is
considered:
To approve sending Mr. A. DeVries and Mr. Henk Van Rhee to
the HRC Synod 2019.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
The chair recommends the following schedule for meeting times:
v. 3:00 coffee
i. 8:30 a.m. opening
vi. 5:30 dinner
ii. 10:15 coffee
vii. 6:30 evening
iii. 12:00 lunch
viii. 9:00 p.m. adjournment
iv. 1:00 afternoon
The PRTS report and the report of the HRC-FRC Unity committee is to be
presented on Tuesday afternoon to a joint session of the two Synods.

Article 6- Appointments
The executive recommends the following appointments:
a. As Treasurer of Synod – Brother J. Wilbrink
b. Moved/Seconded/Carried;
c. As Advisors to Synod – Rev. Aicken, Rev. H. Bergsma, Dr. G. M.
Bilkes, Rev. Young Jae Lee, Dr. D. Murray, Rev. C. Pronk, Rev. C.A.
Schouls, Rev. P. VanderMeyden, and Rev. H. Van Essen;
c. To prepare the Press Release – Rev. R. VanDoodewaard;
d. To prepare a report for the Messenger- Rev L.J. Bilkes.

Article 7 - Adoption of Public Acts
A motion is made:
To adopt the 2018 Acts of Synod.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
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Article 8 – Adoption of Agenda
The Vineland delegates note that Peace Haven has asked to address
Synod. The recommendation is made that we allow Peace Haven to
make a presentation during a lunch hour.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
The HRC has provided an invitation to their office bearers conference
from 4:15 – 5:30 Tuesday afternoon. The executive recommends that
since we have a regular office-bearers conference, we should respectfully
decline the invitation and continue with our synodical agenda as
scheduled. A motion is made to defer this decision until the afternoon
coffee break and see what progress will be made on the agenda.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
The Unity Committee report has requested that their report be presented
in a joint session of the FRC-HRC delegates, with the specific
recommendations to be dealt with in separate synods.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
A motion is made to:
Include the Ad-Hoc Committee on Church Order in that session.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
A motion is made to: Adopt the agenda as presented.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

Article 9 – Theological Education Committee
Rev. Schoeman reports on behalf of the Theological Education Committee
concerning their response to Synod 2018’s request to reconsider the format
of the candidacy exams. The new format proposes two areas of
examination: the first focusing on soundness on doctrine and the second
on readiness for ministry.
The committee’s recommendation is considered.
A motion is made:
To approve the new candidacy exam format to be used this synod, after
which to give TEC feedback which can be incorporated into a new
standard policy governing candidacy examinations (see 4.2, Appendix B).
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

Article 10 – Treasurer Report
Brother John Wilbrink presents the report. In the discussion, delegates
express appreciation for the pew tables as well as for the technology
Acts of Synod 2019
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upgrades that allow video conferencing for committee meetings. The
Dundas delegates indicate that the church has space and is willing to store
these items. It is noted that $3,500 has been budgeted for these upgrades
of which $2,000 would be for A/V hardware and the balance for synodical
tables and miscellaneous costs.
The following motions are made:
a) To approve the financial statement for the year 2018 as presented.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
b) To maintain the quota assessment for the Synodical Fund for 2020
at $13.00.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
c) To continue to pay 85% of the mileage allowance as reported by the
National Joint Council of the Public Service of Canada. (These rates
are published on a quarterly basis: January 1, April 1, July 1, and
October 1. The rate at April 1, 2019 is 85% of $0.55 = $0.4675/km)
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
d) To approve the acquisition of components for a video conferencing
solution as well as enhancements to Office 365 for use in committee
meetings where all members cannot be present in the same physical
location. (ii) To request approval from Dundas FRC to store these
items as well as the pew tables used for Synod meetings.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
e) To approve the actions of the Treasurer of Synod.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

Article 11 – Theological Support
Brother John Wilbrink presents on behalf of the committee.
The recommendations are considered in turn.
a) To approve the financial statement for the year 2018 as presented.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
b) To approve the budget for the year 2019 as well as the projected

budget for 2020 as presented.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
c) To maintain the assessment for the Theological Student Support

Fund at $32.50 per member for the year 2020.
Moved/ Seconded/Carried
6
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d) To re-appoint brothers John Brink (Fenwick) and Ryk Naves

(Hamilton) as members of the committee for another 3-year term.
Moved/Seconded/ Carried
e) To approve the actions of this committee.

Moved/Seconded/ Carried.
Brother Wilbrink is thanked for his diligent service.

Article 12 – Publications Committee
Rev. J. Procee reports on behalf of the committee. He notes that the
committee would like to hear feedback regarding the denominational logo.
Notice is provided Rev. Pronk’s book “Our Goodly Heritage” is in the final
stages and available for pre-order.
A general discussion is held in which the following major points are made:
 Several questions seek clarification on the Korean translator
proposal. The proposal, with the endorsement of the Langley
consistory, went to both the Outreach and Publications
Committee, but it was deemed to be a publication matter since the
focus is on translation. The proposal is for a one-year trial at $3K/
month. However, the budget would appear to only provide for
$30K ($15K in 2019; $15K in 2020). There is some discussion
regarding whether payment for translation should be on an hourly
or a per project basis and the appropriateness of the rates.
 Various delegates express the concern that the questions of
principle about the denominational logo should be raised by a
consistory overture with such concerns and not through a
committee report. Clarification is provided that Synod did not
formally ask the committee to redo the logo but rather that the
Acts simply recorded the comments of a delegate in general
discussion.
 A delegate suggests that the Messenger covers should more
closely relate to the content of an issue.
 An update is sought on the status of Rev. Westerink’s book on the
Lord’s Supper; it is still in the editing process and no firm date for
its publication has yet been set.
The recommendations of the committee are considered in turn:
1. To appoint Br. Ray Pennings as Assistant to the Clerks of Synod.
Already adopted.
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2. To maintain the quota of $4 per member;
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
3. To approve hiring Mr. Junho Hwang (Langley) as a Korean
translator for a one-year trial period;
The discussion continues in which concerns are expressed
about whether we have an appropriate marketing
infrastructure to support the distribution of these materials as
well as how this fits into the proposals for Korean ministry
contained in the Outreach Committee report.
Dr. Beeke is invited to comment and notes there is significant
hunger for Reformed experiential literature among Korean
speaking peoples, although he recommends partnering with a
Korean publishing house for distribution.
A decision is made to defer this matter until the Outreach
report has been considered.
4. To appoint Rev. Joel Overduin (Vineland), Mr. Michael Driesse
(Pompton Plains), and Mr. Hans VanDoodewaard (St. George) to
1st terms and to reappoint Rev. John Procee (Bornholm) to a 2nd
term, all expiring 2022.
Moved/Seconded.
The Vineland consistory asks that Rev. Overduin not be appointed
considering his workload, and as he is also on the Psalter
committee.
The motion is amended by the committee: To have Pastor Scott
Dibbet appointed in place of Rev. Overduin.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
The remaining recommendations are tabled until after the Korean
translation issue has been resolved.

Article 14 - Refugee Committee
Rev. Schoeman reports on behalf of the committee. He highlights that
the need for sponsoring refugees is greater than ever, with almost daily
requests received by the committee. Many are Pakistani Christians
fleeing Muslim persecution, waiting in horrible prison-like conditions in
neighbouring countries. He urges boldness among our congregations in
supporting this ministry. He also notes that many Canadian Reformed, as
well as other congregations, are using our denominational services to
support and settle refugees.
In the discussion, it is noted that the $5 quota provides for a projected
8
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break-even budget. The committee is granted an annual number of
refugees by the government as a Sponsor-Agreement-Holder (SAH), but
if more opportunities present themselves, it can petition the government
for an increase in the number in a subsequent year or negotiate to use
unused spaces allotted to other SAHs.
The recommendations of the committee are considered in turn:
1. To maintain the current assessment of $5.00 per member.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
2. To approve the budget and financial statements attached.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
3. To approve the actions of the committee.
Moved / Seconded/ Carried.
Rev. J. Overduin assumes the chair.

Article 15 – Theological Education Committee
Rev. Kranendonk presents the committee’s report.
A discussion is held in which the following major points are made:
 Appreciation and thanksgiving are expressed for the work of the
committee and the seminary. Mention is made of how other
seminaries in history have lost their bearings with negative
impacts on ministers as well as congregations. Delegates are
urged to keep the seminary prominent in their prayers.
 A question regarding the seminary’s acceptance of women to
study for non-ordained roles. How does this function at the
seminary and affect seminary culture? In response, it is noted
that no women are enrolled in the Master of Divinity program
(which is designed for preparation of ministry), but they may enroll
in other Master and Ph.D. programs which serve as preparation
for other types of ministry, upon condition that they sign
statements that they are not pursuing ordained ministry. The
impact and implementation of this policy is an active item of
discussion at the committee level.
Dr. Bilkes is invited to address the assembly:
He thanks the TEC, Synod and churches for their support for the
seminary and our professors. He also notes that in allowing students to
preach on pulpits and through internships, churches provide an integral
part of training future pastors in a way that cannot be replicated at the
seminary. He notes that the interchange between students from our
Acts of Synod 2019
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denomination and international students is fruitful.
He notes that having women students do require sensitivities, however,
on balance, it is helpful for students for the ministry to interact with
women students. This interaction helps prepare for future ministry, seeing
women make up half of congregations . He also notes that the seminary
has various programs targeted towards the wives of seminary students
that have both a social and educational function. Several women also
audit various classes, especially counselling classes, which will be of
benefit in their future roles in the parsonage.
Dr. Bilkes notes that although the challenges, also of workload, are real,
there is genuine joy on the part of the faculty in being privileged to train a
new generation of gospel ministers and expresses his great appreciation
to the Theological Education Committee for their support.
The chairman addresses Dr. Bilkes and Dr. Murray, expressing
appreciation for the work that they do in particular. He notes Dr. Murray’s
installation as Professor of Theology last September.
The recommendations of the committee are considered in turn:
1. To accept Mr. Jeff Overduin as a student for ministry in the FRC
(see 3.1).
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
2. To conduct a candidacy exam with student Mark Wagenaar (see
3.2).
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
3. To approve the new candidacy exam format to be used this
synod, after which to give TEC feedback which can be
incorporated into a new standard policy governing candidacy
examination (see 4.2, Appendix B).
Previously approved.
4. To approve extended internships for students Ben VanLiere and
Benjamin Hicks (see 4.3 and 3.2).
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
5. To approve the financial statements for 2018, budget for 2019 and
forecast for 2020 (see 5 and Appendix A)
Moved/Seconded
It is noted that additional expenses for internship are to be
covered through the Seminary Fund. $5K has been allotted, but
this is a bit of a guess and will be accounted for next year.
Carried.
10
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6. To approve the proposal for the Ministers’ Retreat 2019 (see 6.1).
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
7. To approve the proposal for Seminary Day 2019 (see 6.2).
There is a short discussion as to whether changing the date might
increase attendance.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
8. To re-appoint as primary members Rev. J. Schoeman and elder
C. Jonkman, appoint as primary member Rev. E. Moerdyk and
appoint an alternate member Rev. I. Macleod – all for three-year
terms (see 9).
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
9. To approve the actions of your deputies.
Deferred until candidacy exam and Brantford overture have been
discussed.

Article 16 – Brantford Overture for PRTS Governance
Rev. VanBrugge notes that while Brantford dealt with their overture prior
to seeing the Synod agenda, meaning that the parallel between this
overture and comments in in the AdHoc Church Order is entirely
coincidental.
This overture calls upon synod to appoint men to sit on the PRTS BoT,
and for those delegates to report directly to Synod.
A discussion follows in which the following major points are made:
 There cannot be an exact parallel between the HRC and FRC
methods of reporting since the BoT is accountable to the HRC
synod and not to the FRC synod.
 There is some discussion about the fiduciary responsibilities of
FRC members of the BoT, recognizing that they serve to advance
the mission of the seminary and not to represent FRC interests.
There is some discussion as to whether directly reporting to
Synod might clarify any tension between the responsibilities of the
TEC (which has at the core of its mandate the education of FRC
students for the ministry) and as Trustees (which has at the core
of its mandate the overall mission of PRTS.)
 The suggestion is made that by directly reporting to Synod, there
will be increased transparency to the FRC churches also
regarding the broader mission and vision of PRTS.
Elder Kranendonk leads in prayer. We adjourn for lunch.
After lunch, we sing Psalter 187, Elder Wes Stryker reads Titus 1:1-9 and
leads in prayer.
Acts of Synod 2019
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Discussion resumes:
The HRC delegates are invited to comment. They note that it would be
appropriate for the FRC to ask for joint sessions with full access to the
report that the BoT provides to the HRC synod which would serve as the
basis of such discussions. It is also noted that in addition to the three
voting members that the FRC appoints to the BoT, two of the advisory
members (Dr. Bilkes and Br. Kleyn) are FRC Advisory members of the
BoT, although they are present there as a result of their role at the
seminary.
A motion is made:
Synod, having discussed the Brantford overture regarding the PRTS,
decides:
1. To instruct the TEC to make recommendations to synod
concerning the appointment of the Board of Trustee members;
2. To request the HRC synod to instruct their PRTS board of trustees
to share their report to the HRC synod to the FRC synod for
informational purposes and for discussion at a possible joint
session; and
3. That this is to be the answer to the Brantford’s overture.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

Article 17 – Inter-Church Relations Report
Rev. Procee introduces the report. A discussion follows in which the
following major points are made.
 A lengthy discussion with various perspectives is held regarding
Appendix A outlining the committee’s internal discussions
regarding when to request a Colloquium Doctum (CD). The
committee is concerned that the information provided to them by
consistories is not always adequate and often reflects a “checklist”
approach. Some delegates are concerned that the various options
presented, particularly option 4 (that any member of the committee
can initiate a CD process), can be interpreted to undo decisions
that have been made by a recent Synod which shifted the main
weight of responsibility for pulpit access to the consistory. The
committee indicates it is merely seeking to communicate
transparently; their concern is that CDs are properly done.
 Some delegates ask for more explanation regarding developments
in the CGK and whether this warrants a reconsideration of our
Complete Correspondence with them. The committee responds
that while several congregations are moving to install women in
office, the official stance of the denomination remains against
women in office. Since there is no official change, there is not a
need to revisit our relationship.
12
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A reminder is given of the committee’s obligation to inform synod
orally of all CDs (including those completed at a consistory level).
The committee apologizes for this oversight and will remedy this in
a future report.

Regarding the Appendix - since the committee has not made any
recommendations regarding this, it is agreed by common consent that the
committee will take the discussion at synod for information. All of the
churches are urged to provide more substance in their reports of CDs to
the IRC.
Dr. Beeke is invited to address synod on behalf of the Heritage Reformed
Congregations:
He notes with gratitude the close working relationship between HRC
and the FRC. He states the similar tradition of interpretation, not just
of the Reformed faith, but also in appreciation of the experiential
application of the Word. Of the 18 active FRC ministers, 12 were
trained at the PRTS. All but two of the HRC pastors have been
trained at PRTS, meaning that a close bond has developed among
many of our pastors developed through the seminary.
As the unity committee points out, there is work to do to get our
members to get to know each other better. The goal of moving
towards unity is reachable but needs to be approached with care. If
not done well, the process of unity can easily become divisive, and
result in three denominations, rather than one. Dr. Beeke draws
from a book of 145 sermons on John 17 by Anthony Burgess (an
extract of which is presently being edited and soon to be published
under the title, Advancing Christian Unity). Four elements of unity
are highlighted: True unity is judicious on non-essentials;
uncompromising on essentials; Christological and Trinitarian in all
things. Burgess highlights the dual threats of legalism on minor
items and doctrinal fuzziness.
Dr. Beeke highlights some of the concerns about the process of
unity, concluding with an emphasis on the attractiveness of unity as a
reflection of God’s glory. True church unity ought to attract us and
drive us on to greater blessedness. Dr. Beeke concludes by
highlighting the partnership in book ministry, emphasizing the
upcoming work by Rev. Pronk as an example. As our
denominations are brought closer together, we cannot forget that
uniting the church has something to say to the world at large. He
reflects on major publishers now seeking to publish more experiential
Reformed literature. People all around the world today are hungering
for a closer relationship to God. We have an opportunity to bring that
Reformed experiential heritage wherever we go. Our denominations
have worldwide opportunities.
Acts of Synod 2019
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Rev. Schoeman responds:
He notes the value of being reminded of a big vision regarding the
global reach of the church and the opportunities that exist. He also
notes the love and appreciation within the FRC regarding HRC and
the close working relationship and the bonds that unite us together.
He reads Acts 1:13 noting that the group in the upper room was a
group of very different people but were united in prayer and
supplication. Jesus Christ was in heaven at the right hand of the
Father interceding for His church. Our unity also must proceed from
the intercession of Christ.
Rev. B. Ventura is invited to speak on behalf of the United Reformed
Churches:
I John 4:12 speaks of the love of God being perfected in the love of
the brethren. He notes the gratefulness within the URC for the
growing unity being expressed by the HRC and FRC, praying that
the process may be blessed.
The URC committee has interacted with FRC and HRC pastors on
the joint doctrinal statements that we have developed, especially in
the areas of covenant theology, experiential preaching, and the
matter of confession of faith in Jesus Christ. Looking forward, the
committees are working on some joint position paper discussions. It
is encouraging that grassroots efforts at conferences involving
members of our churches and especially our youth are bringing
greater understanding among our federations.
URC Synod 2018 was held concurrently with the OPC in which the
Trinity Psalter Hymnal was adopted, which also contains both the
Three Forms of Unity and the Westminster standards. Synod also
adopted a statement on the biblical view of marriage, a valuable
statement in the midst of a world that is very confused regarding
marriage. Jesus prayed in John 17 that the world might know Christ,
also through the witness of a united church.
Rev. J. Overduin responds:
He notes that the meetings between the FRC and URC committees
are beneficial; even more, unity is built and expressed outside of
these meetings. He expresses support and joy for the efforts of OPC
and URC unity, concluding with Romans 15:6.

14
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Article 18 –FRC/ HRC Unity Committee
The opportunity for a preliminary discussion prior to the joint session of
the FRC/HRC Synods is provided. Clarification is sought regarding the
criteria that were used for the list of issues directly addressed by the
committee. This list was dealt with at Synod 2018 and emerged from a
canvassing of the issues that were felt necessary to deal with in order to
meaningfully proceed with unity discussions.
In reference to the deferred decision regarding the invitation to attend the
HRC office bearers conference, the chair notes that the executive is of
mind that it would be best to continue with our agenda and respectfully
decline the invitation. This is confirmed by the delegates.

Article 19 – Joint Session with HRC
Rev. B. Elshout, chair of the HRC Synod, chairs the joint session of FRC
and HRC delegates.
Rev. Elshout proposes to work through the 10 items in the report, with
delegates being given an opportunity to provide perspectives or ask
questions of the committee. Pastor Schoeman and Elder Jim Beeke
respond to matters on behalf of the committee.
1. Reasons to Unite - No discussion.
2. Bible Translation
Note is taken that although there is some resolution of the issue
within the FRC, the question has been raised as to whether there
would there be an appetite within the FRC for a revised edition of
the KJV rather than introducing the NKJV into the HRC which would
meet with mixed responses? In response, it was noted that within
the FRC, there was a hesitation in having an “FRC Bible” when this
proposal was considered 15-20 years ago. The issue of the use of
the vernacular with reference to God is at the heart of the discussion
and that would have to be resolved.
It is noted that the committee has contacted Thomas Nelson to see
if they were open to addressing deficiencies within NKJV. The FRC
Study Report of the NKJV was sent to Thomas Nelson to see if they
would be interested in such a project. They have responded
indicating that they appreciated the report and thought it had some
merit, but nothing has gone beyond that initial discussion.
3. Head-coverings
The discussion combines this issue with #4 Extra Confessional
statements. There are different practices within both
denominations, but neither synod has made a pronouncement.
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Regarding the need for exegetical grounds, the question is asked:
does this not apply to all issues? When the matter is raised to
become a condition for membership or fellowship, is it a violation of
conscience? What is the rationale for the HRC revision to this
point?
The HRC brothers report that the attempt is to make this on
exegetical grounds alone and remove the issue from feelings or
habit. By taking out the reference to the individual Christian, the
intent was to focus the responsibility on consistories. In some
congregations, it is believed that there should be the distinction of
head covering during the worship service. If a local consistory
believes that to be the case, would an individual, in that case, be
going against the judgement of the local consistory?
4.

Extra Confessional Statements - No discussion

5. PRTS (A) - No discussion
6. PRTS (B) - No Discussion.
7. Church Order - No discussion.
8. Westminster Standards
Clarification is provided on the background of the HRC decisions.
The Westminster Standards provide helpful standards for dealing
with contemporary issues like federal vision, assurance of faith,
and covenant theology. It was understood to be an asset for the
seminary given the many students who were coming from
Presbyterian traditions. The Synod has adopted them, but gives
local churches the freedom to opt out. The HRC has adopted the
OPC version that contains several caveats on items.
How do you deal with those who subscribe to the 1646 original
version? The caveats are not a denial of certain points, but allow
for freedom of conscience on them.
It is asked whether the statement of Appendix 3- Decision #1
describing the HRC’s decision adopting the Westminster
Standards as “confusing and problematic” is accurate. The chair
indicates that the HRC has some work still to do on this matter.
While the HRC began by endorsing, now it has adopted the
Westminster standards. In implementing that decision, latitude is
provided for each local consistory to decide how far to take word
adoption? It is noted that as a Synod, it is not the HRC practice to
publicly make any declarations of subscription. Office bearers do
sign the formula of subscription (to the Three Forms of Unity) on
installation.
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9. Educating Congregations
The HRC reports that they have adopted the motion that
consistories would report back to Synod precisely what they are
doing in this regard.
There is some discussion on how remote congregations who do
not have congregations from the other denomination achieve the
familiarity necessary to proceed.
It is also noted that in some cases where there are
geographically close congregations, members are much more
focused on their own congregation than denominational loyalty or
union.
The suggestion is made that some of our members are becoming
frustrated by the length of the process, wondering why we don’t
“just get on with it.”
The suggestion is made that setting a target date for union, would
focus the activities towards unity rather than leaving it openended with the ambiguity that entails, also for our members.
While it has been a long process, delegates are urged not to
minimize the progress that has been made including our joint
work through the seminary, full recognition and correspondence
as denominations, concurrent synods and joint office-bearers
conferences.
10. Opportunities to Get to Know Each Other Better
No Discussion
Mandate:
The HRC has decided to extend the mandate of their appointees on this
committee. They have encouraged their delegates on the committee to
continue their discussions and to follow up on the various issues that
emerged from the discussions at Synod 2019. One delegate urges the
delegates to consider the perspective of God as a father desiring that his
quarrelling children be united. There needs to be an urgency and priority
for this matter. Others caution that this process needs to be pursued
wisely and with care as it requires members to be aware and supportive
in order to be properly achieved.
The HRC notes they have agreed to continue the practice of concurrent
synods.
The session closed with the singing of Psalter 367:1,5. The HRC
delegates return to their own concurrent synod.
Rev. Kranendonk reassumes the chair.
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Article 20 – Ad-Hoc Unity Report
The recommendations of the FRC/HRC unity committee are considered
in turn:
Regarding 1.1 Reasons to unite:
Unity Committee Recommendation 1.1.3 is considered: Retain the
preamble. Replace the wording under “Biblical” to “Our Lord prays for the
unity of His church (John 17:21).”
Clarification is provided that this change drops the second
paragraph under #1 and replaces it with just the one sentence of
John 17:21.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Regarding 1.2 Bible Translations:
The first recommendation applies only to the HRC Synod.
Recommendation 1.2.2: Contact Thomas Nelson Publishers (which
publishes the NKJV) to determine if they might be willing to address the
concerns raised in the FRC study report and to issue a revised version of
the NKJV without the footnotes.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Regarding 1.3 Head coverings,
Recommendation 1.3.3 suggests that the FRC synod should adopt the
HRC amendment – “Confirm that the issue of whether a woman should
have her head covered in the worship service warrants serious
consideration by consistories and must be decided on exegetical grounds
alone.”
Moved/Seconded
A discussion follows in which the concern is expressed that to adopt
this is to provide for a consistory to override the conscientious
objections of an individual. On exegetical grounds, there are
different interpretations even among us. Can we bind the
conscience? There are concerns regarding the possible
interpretation of the statement. A note is made that we need to
take care to make a distinction between liberty of conscience and
conduct. Mature members may submit conduct to the regulation of
church while protecting belief and conscience.
A motion is made:
Having heard the concerns about possible interpretations of this
statement, particularly as it relates to matters of individual
conscience, that this matter be referred back to the committee for
consideration and to delay consideration of the matter until we
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have a clearer understanding of the related matter of extraconfessional statements.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Regarding 1.4 Extra Confessional Statements:
A lengthy discussion follows regarding Appendix 3 and the subcommittee
report on the Westminster Standards. Consensus develops that while our
synod does not have difficulty expressing support and appreciation for the
Westminster Standards, the heart of the debate surrounds what we
understand by “adoption” and “subscription.” There is widespread
agreement and concern regarding the HRC’s process of ‘adoption.’ The
concern is that to be a confessional church requires that any confessions
that are formally adopted must be fully implemented. While it would be
inappropriate to adopt the Westminster Standards without further and
careful study, the sense is that a more fundamental discussion of what
adoption means is the necessary prerequisite to such a study.
A motion is made:
Having reviewed the report of the FRC Ad Hoc Committee Westminster
Standards, Synod decides:
That while affirming that the Westminster Standards are faithful and
respected in their explanation of important points of doctrine, the
decision of the HRC regarding this matter is confusing and
problematic.
1. It is confusing in that it sends out conflicting signals. On the one
hand, the HRC officially adopted the Westminster Standards, but
does not require all of its congregations, members or even office
bearers to subscribe to them. This, we believe, calls into question
their status as confessional documents and begs the question
whether it would be more correct to say that the HRC “endorsed”
rather than “adopted” these standards;
2. It is problematic in that not all members and office bearers are
held to the same doctrinal standard. That in light of these
concerns, we do not consider it to be desirable to grant permission
to local churches to adopt the Westminster Standards along the
lines proposed by the HRC;
3. We request the unity committee to discuss the nature of the
subscription and endorsement and report back to Synod 2020.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Regarding 1.6: PRTS
Recommendation 1.6.3 PRTS (b): to adopt the amendment made by the
HRC synod changing the word “controlling” to “united.”
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
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Synod is adjourned for Dinner. Elder DeJong leads in prayer for the meal.
After the meal, Elder DeKorte reads Acts 2:1-11 and leads in prayer. Rev.
Young Jae Lee presents on the US Urban Missions project that is
developing in New York / New Jersey, showing both what is currently
being done and what opportunities and challenges there are for the
future. Elder Jeff Postma replaces Elder DeVries as Brantford delegate.
He rises to express his agreement with the Three Forms of Unity.
Resuming Discussion:
Regarding 1.9 and educating congregations:
Recommendation 1.9.3.1 is considered: That the FRC-HRC Unity
Committee write a letter reminding the consistories of what our synods
decided on this point and reminding them of all the recommendations.
This letter should include a bulletin paragraph for all the bulletins, stating
the purpose for doing this, as well as pointing out that this is being done
in all of the churches in both federations.
Clarification is provided that “this point” references a list of suggested
activities in the 2018 report.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Regarding Recommendation 1.9.3.2, Encourage all pastors to preach on
the subject of unity during the second service on Pentecost Sunday.
Moved/Seconded
It is suggested that given Pentecost is this Sunday, this
recommendation be interpreted as a standing request for an annual
service. Some delegates expressed concern about prescribing a
subject for sermons and also the wisdom of promoting a particular
synodical matter that may have local sensitivities in a given setting.
It is pointed out that this is only a recommendation.
Carried
Regarding Recommendation 1.9.3.3., Ask the editors of both
denominational magazines to appoint someone to introduce their
denomination in the form of an article to be published in each magazine
at the same time.
Moved/Seconded
In the discussion, it is questioned whether it might be wiser to
have an article with committee authorship rather than having the
perspective of one individual.
Carried.
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Regarding Recommendation 1.9.3.4, Publish parts of the Unity Report in
both denominational magazines.
Moved/Seconded
The suggestion is made to publish the whole report or a summary of
the report. It is noted that these reports are written for discussion at
a synodical level, and an article might have a different flavour.
A motion is made to amend the recommendation to read “a summary of
the unity report.”
Carried.
Regarding Recommendation 1.9.3.5, Discuss the Unity Committee
Report during a combined session when the synods of both
denominations meet concurrently.
Completed.
Regarding Recommendation 1.10.3, Request consistories to include in
their reports to Synod 2020 what steps they have taken towards
achieving this goal.
It is understood that “this goal” is getting to know each other better
and that the reports would be included in the reports to the
combined consistories.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Regarding 2.0 Mandate
The recommendations in the report have been made obsolete by various
decisions of this synod.
A motion is made: That the current committee continue to carry out its
existing mandate.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Regarding 4.0 Concurrent Synods, to hold a concurrent Synod 2020 in
Grand Rapids.
Moved/Seconded
A discussion is held in which concerns are raised regarding the
costs and benefits of this process. The HRC has had a custom in
which synods rotate through congregations, a practice that has
been discontinued since there have been concurrent synods. The
loss of this is significant to the HRC which has valued rotating
synods among the congregations as a way of building
denominational awareness and unity.
It was agreed to defer the matter until further financial information is
available. The treasurer will provide information as he is able at
Wednesday’s session.
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Regarding 11.2, the recommendation that the calling church of FRC
combined consistories invite HRC pastors and elders to their meeting.
It is noted that this is already taking place.
Regarding Recommendation 11.3, the policy of holding concurrent
synods as standard practice
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Regarding Recommendation 11.8. To approve the actions of the
committee
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

Article 21 – Joint FRC-HRC Ad Hoc Church Order Report
Ray Pennings reports on behalf of the committee. It is noted that on page
152 of the agenda, points 12-18 are actually sub-points of point #11. A
discussion is held wherein appreciation and affirmation are expressed for
the principle that a minimalist approach to a church order is to be
adopted.
The chairman expresses appreciation to the committee for its report and
approach.

Article 22 – Interchurch Relations Report
Rev. Procee reports on behalf of the committee. The recommendations
to synod 2019 are considered in turn.
1. To approve sending Rev. John Koopman and Rev. Jack Schoeman
as delegates to the November 2019 NAPARC meetings in Anaheim,
CA, as well as to a planning meeting for an ICRC North American
Regional Conference, to take place immediately following the
November 2019 NAPARC meetings.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
2. To approve sending Rev. Willem Klaver to the CGK and HHK Synods
in the Netherlands, in November 2019, with Rev. John Procee as
alternate.
Moved/Seconded
Concern is expressed that the timing of these two synods is too far
apart as to be practical for a single delegate to represent. A motion
is made that Rev. Procee be delegated as the primary delegate to
the HHK Synod.
Carried as amended.
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3. To approve the combined FRC-HRC office-bearer’s conference on
“Homosexuality/Gender Identity” and The Nashville Statement for
October 2019.
Moved/Seconded
A discussion is held noting that an office-bearers conference three
years ago addressed issues of sexuality. Is it prudent to have
another conference on a similar theme so close? The committee
responds that since the HRC adopted the Nashville statement,
they thought it would be a good opportunity to become more
acquainted with that statement and why the HRC adopted it.
Homosexuality and gender identity issues are very current and
affect our members too. The church needs to be increasingly
aware and literate as to how to respond to these matters.
Carried.
4. To approve sending Mr. A. DeVries and Mr. Henk Van Rhee to the
HRC Synod 2019.
Already dealt with.
5. To approve sending up to two delegates to the May 2020 General
Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland Continuing.
Moved/Seconded
Clarification is sought as to why two delegates are necessary. It is
noted that sending two delegates is preferable to get a better
perspective, is established by past precedent, and is not costly
given the hospitality provided by the Scottish churches.
Carried.
6. To approve establishing a limited correspondence relationship with
the Presbyterian Reformed Churches.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
7. To decide and plan for a concurrent FRC-HRC 2020 (time and
location). The HRC proposes to host it in Grand Rapids.
Tabled.
8. To approve the reappointment of Mr. Arnold DeVries, Mr. Edward
Laman, and Rev. Jack Schoeman, to a three-year term.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
9. To approve the appointment of Mr. Henk Van Rhee for a 3-year term
as a primary member.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
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10. To approve the appointment of Rev. Rob VanDoodewaard for a 3year term as an alternate member.
Moved/Seconded
A point is made that the “unwritten rules” that an elder should
replace an elder to keep the pastor-elder balance on the
committee. The matter is sent back to the committee for
discussion and will be reconsidered at a future session of synod.
11. To approve the actions of the committee.
Tabled.

Article 23 – Executive Session I
Combined Consistory reports for East and West are read.

Article 24 – Ad Hoc Supplementary Psalter Committee
Rev. T. Bergsma reports on behalf of the committee.
The recommendations are considered in turn.
1. That synod recommend one or two more members to this committee.
The committee has contacted various individuals, but none are
willing.
Elder Brian Luth is nominated.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
2. That Synod approves the on-going work of the committee.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

Article 25 – Church Order Committee Report
Ray Pennings introduces the report. The committee’s recommendations
are considered in turn.
1. That Synod reappoints Rev. J. Koopman to a three-year term to end
in 2022.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
2. That Synod approves the actions of the committee.
Clarification is sought as to the desire for hard copy printed
editions. Delegates do express appreciation for the printed
edition, and so the existing mandate for the committee is
reaffirmed.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
At 8:15, we close by singing Psalter 403 and with Rev. Moerdyk
closing in prayer.
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Session III
Wednesday, June 5, 2019
At 8:30, the meeting is called to order. Dr. J. Beeke leads in reading Luke
22:24-34 and prayer. He recounts a lady seeking counsel regarding
divorce, indicating that her husband no longer met all her needs. No
human ever can meet all of our needs; but Christ is the office-bearer who
meets all of our needs. The internal arguing among the apostles occurs
immediately after the Lord’s Supper. They don’t see Satan at work in
this; however, Jesus sees this and warns Peter that Satan desires him.
He calls Simon’s name twice, adding a “behold” emphasizing the
importance of what He is to say. Jesus’ warning is to all office bearers.
Satan knows our weakest points and baits his hook according to our
appetite. Satan aims at leaders, knowing that when leaders fall, the
consequences are great, as the examples in Scripture show. Peter
brushes aside all of the warnings. Yet the text has a royal “But,” in verse
32, “But I have prayed for thee.” He prays in His infinite capacity for each
of his followers individually. Satan thinks he has a right to us because
we are sinners, but Jesus’ ground is greater since He has purchased us.
The intercession of Christ may be the most underrated doctrine in
Reformed theology, but is fundamental for the existence and blessing of
God’s children. We are “kept and being kept” every moment. The focus of
Christ’s prayer is Peter’s faith because faith has Christ as its object. None
but Christ himself is able to keep us. Following this prayer, Jesus sends
us back into the battle. He tells Peter,“when thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren.” He doesn’t say “if” but “when” you repent. It only
took a look from Jesus to bring Peter to repentance. Peter is restored by
Jesus, first privately and then publicly, and then he strengthens the
brethren. Our three-fold office bearing calling as a prophet, priest, and
king flows out of His office-bearing. Beeke closes in prayer. We sing
Psalter 353.

Article 26 – Roll Call
The roll is called with several replacement delegates seated. For
Abbotsford, Elder Hans Arends replaces Elder Karl Noordam; for
Fenwick, Elders John Verdonk and Dave Groen replace Elders Bosman
and DeKorte; and for London, Elder Rein VanMeppelenScheppink
replaces Elder Ray Koopman.
The new delegates stand to indicate their agreement with the Three
Forms of Unity.
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Article 27 – Youth and Education Committee
Scott DeKorte, as committee chairman, introduces the report.
A discussion is held in which the following major points are made:
 The work of Plants and Pillars is important and popular. At a time
when youth are bombarded with social media, this digital forum is
one in which candid questions are being asked and answered.
 There is a question about the cooperation that the Youth committee
has with its HRC counterparts. Presently, HRC ministers contribute
articles for Plants and Pillars, and the website is advertised in the
Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth. There is also some planning for
a potential joint conference in the future.
 A discussion takes place regarding the vetting process for the “Ask
a Pastor” questions on the Plants and Pillars site. It is noted that
sometimes questions of a more generic nature can be answered
with reference to articles already on the web, although care is
being taken regarding the implied endorsement when referencing
others. In response, it is noted there is some vetting and filtering,
but the committee is seeking not to disregard questions that are
received.
 When sensitive questions are asked, and helpful answers are
given, authors should encourage youth to “talk to your pastor about
this” for personal follow-ups.
 Some concern is expressed regarding the capacity limitations of
the Ontario camp and the fact that there is a waiting list. The
present waiting list of 12 reflects the increased interest in camp
over the past few years. If this problem persists, another venue
may be needed.
 A discussion is held regarding whether there should be a Plants
and Pillars app rather than simply a website. In response:
Presently the website is accessible on a phone. Committee has
discussed creating an app, but felt inadequate time or resources
are available and the benefit would not be worth the investment.
 Concern is expressed about the tone of some of the comments on
the website. Is there a way to manage this without censoring, but
ensuring that tone remains respectful and Christian? The
committee is working to develop social media guidelines and
policies
 In the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth, there is an ad tagline “for
Free Reformed Youth.”A suggestion is made this be changed to: “a
forum for youth sponsored by FRC YE Committee.” This is taken
for information.
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The recommendations are considered in turn.

a) That Synod approves the appointment of Brothers Scott Dekorte,

Nathan Kranendonk, and Brian Koomans to a second term and to
approve the appointment of Rev. Tim Bergsma to a fourth term (all
ending 2022).
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

b) That Synod approves the appointment of Candidate Kenneth

Hutton to a first term with the Committee (ending 2022).
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

c) That Synod approves the Financial Statements of the Youth & Ed:

2017/2018 statements, 2019/2020 budget, and the 2020/2021
projections.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
It is noted that the balance sheet is missing but there are multiple
copies of revenue and expenditures statements. The correction
will be in the published Acts.

d) That Synod approves a quota of $3/member for 2019/2020.
Moved/Seconded/Carried

e) That Synod approves the work of this committee.
Moved/Seconded/Carried

Article 28 – Outreach Committee
Rev. H. Overduin introduces the report. It is agreed that we will first focus
on the FRC US Missions endeavour. Elder Kleyn speaks on behalf of the
Grand Rapids consistory. The consistory is grateful for what has been
started and is developing. There is a weekly call of mentoring/fellowship
with Rev. Lee and monthly meetings with the joint committee established
with the Pompton Plains congregation. The financial support has been
generous from those two congregations, and a home and vehicles have
been provided in support of this ministry. The initial process was
instigated by discussions at Synod 2017 and Synod 2018. Grand Rapids
felt that there was an opportunity for ministry. He apologizes that there
were process mistakes in announcing that Rev. Lee was being called as
a home missionary on behalf of the denomination, but notes that these
were corrected, and Rev. Lee was called as a pastor of the Grand Rapids
congregation. The congregation believes it is good for the denomination
to have a missionary and that his work would be best under
denominational oversight. There is a significant building of relationships
within Manhattan which, although it may not directly lead to a church
plant, is an important and valuable outreach. The Outreach Committee
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did provide initial support, and the work is proceeding as a partnership
between Pompton Plains, Grand Rapids, and the Outreach Committee.
Rev. Lewis speaks on behalf of Pompton Plains, noting the desire
expressed on the floor of Synod in 2018 for Pastor Lee to focus on
Korean ministry. Pompton Plains has sought to be supportive and has
welcomed the Lee family. In such a culturally diverse area as New York,
being able to have a man who can minister in multiple languages is
essential. At NAPARC, hosted by Korean Presbyterian Church last year,
it was noted that in 3 blocks of New York there will be over 60 languages
spoken. We have a man and a people group who, humanly speaking,
seem a match. He expresses the hope that the denomination would
support the work that with God’s blessing may lead to another immigrant
FRC congregation, although of a different ethnic background.
A discussion is held in which the following major points are made:
 Various delegates express encouragement and a sense of
excitement regarding the needs and opportunities outlined.
 The concern is expressed that particularly for smaller churches,
significant quota increases will have the effect of detracting from
their capacity for local ministry and outreach.
 Various delegates express concern regarding the process
undertaken in the past year. The Grand Rapids consistory
acknowledges that they erred in initially calling Rev. Lee as a
denominational missionary without synodical approval.
Recognizing that error, they redid the process, calling Rev. Lee as
a home missionary for the Grand Rapids congregation.
 Some delegates express concern that the Outreach Committee
provided initial funding without Synodical approval. Although the
circumstances and noble desires to be supportive are
understandable and commendable, the principle that a committee
only use funds as authorized by synod is an important one.
Various points of view regarding the history and process that led
to this payment are discussed.

Article 29 – Interchurch Psalter Committee
In a joint session with the HRC delegates, Rev. VanBrugge presents the
work of the joint Psalter committee.
A discussion is held in which the following points are made:
‐ The committee has appointed a subcommittee to deal with the
Genevan tunes, and it is proceeding on a different timeline;
‐ The Protestant Reformed denomination is actively involved in the
work of the committee, but it is unclear as to how their synod
intends to deal with the result of the committee’s work.
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We sing together Revised Psalters 20B:1,2, 68B:1,6; 74:12-13 and
100A:1,4 with the committee highlighting the different sorts of changes
that have been made.
The joint session is adjourned.
Dr. Murray provides a kit for each congregation from the Institute
Reformed Biblical Counselling (IRBC) which is seeking to bring a
classical Reformed approach to biblical counselling. They focus on
training people in local congregations to do basic counselling. Dr. Murray
recommends the materials as a balanced approach to biblical
counselling.

Article 30 – Outreach Committee
In following up on the previous discussion, the chair expresses a “mild
rebuke” to the Outreach Committee, noting that their providing a $21,000
payment towards the US Urban Ministry work was premature. It is noted
that this was a significant amount of money and it is important that this
not be understood as a precedent for synodical funds to be spent without
synodical approval.
Rev. Procee, as chairman of the committee, indicates that the committee
submits to the Synod’s judgement.
The discussion turns to the merits of the proposal.
A discussion is held in which the following major points are made:
 Many delegates indicate that they are supportive of the work but
concerned about the proposal for a quota, indicating that this is a
departure from previous precedents where missions and outreach
work has been supported by voluntary offerings.
 It is also noted that past precedent in church plant settings has put
a timeline in place with declining levels of support, with the
suggestion that this should also apply in this situation. In response
note is taken that this sliding scale comes in effect once a
preaching station is established.
 There is some discussion about the prudence of sending a single
man into ministry and whether the biblical principle of sending two
men ought not to be a greater part of our practice, for both
principled and practical reasons.
 While it is acknowledged that this work is still in the early stages
and therefore it is understandable that fully worked out plans are
not in place, some delegates observe that there seems to be a
lack of focus in the proposed activities which contain more
strategies than it is possible to sustain The hope is expressed that
this year may be a means to mature the plan and develop more
focus, even while we go in faith and trust the Lord to bless the
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sowing of the seed, in service to an eventual church plant.
A motion is made:
Synod decides to agree with the Grand Rapids request that the
denominational Outreach Committee assume responsibility for this FRC
US Urban Ministries outreach, with the following provisos:
1. We support the ministry by providing $120K Canadian funds per
year for two years starting in July 2019; (with the shortfall of $40K
Canadian to be covered by the Grand Rapids and Pompton Plains
congregations)
2. That the ministry be supported through free-will offerings
recommended to the churches
3. That any shortfalls of the voluntary collections between now and
2020 be covered from the Outreach Committee funds
4. That when the work of a church plant formally begins, a sliding
scale be established.
5. That the existing working committee be appointed to be part of an
Outreach subcommittee.
6. That Rev. Young Jae Lee be appointed to the Outreach
Committee as an ex-officio member and that the Grand Rapids
and Pompton Plains congregation be also invited to send a
representative to the Outreach Committee.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
The committee, in its response, indicates that it will consider the input
provided regarding sending out workers “two by two” as well as providing
materials for the churches to help promote this ministry in their
congregations.
The chairman addresses Rev. Lee indicating that he should take
encouragement from the discussion and expression of support for this
work. May God open doors and richly bless and spread the word for the
sake of Christ Jesus who offered his soul as a sacrifice for sin and shall
see the travail of his soul and be satisfied.
Rev. Procee leads in prayer. During lunch, a presentation is presented by
Peace Haven. Following lunch, Rev. Kranendonk leads in prayer. The
students from Rehoboth Christian School are welcomed.

Article 31 – Candidacy Examination of Student Wagenaar
Student Wagenaar reads I Timothy 6:11-16 with his assigned text being I
Timothy 6:15, “Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of Lords…” He preaches with
the theme, “A Doxology to the Sovereign: 1. The Faithful Sovereign; 2.
The Blessed Sovereign; 3. The Supreme Sovereign.”
Following the sermon, he leads in prayer. We sing Psalter 196.
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Rev. Moerdyk interviews Student Wagenaar regarding the sermon. Note
is taken that he intended to have student Wagenaar preach on I Timothy
1:15, but typed I Timothy 6:15 by mistake.
Revs. Koopman, Schoeman, and Kranendonk examine student
Wagenaar on soundness in the faith
Elders Paul Vandenberg and Dick Naves take the place of Pastor Klaver
and Elder Kranendonk from Hamilton. They rise to indicate their
agreement with the Three Forms of Unity.
Revs. L.J. Bilkes, H. Overduin and P. VanderMeyden examine student
Wagenaar on suitability for ministry
In Executive Session, Rev. Kranendonk conducts a personal interview
with Student Wagenaar. After deliberation, Synod votes to declare Mark
Wagenaar a candidate for the ministry in the FRCNA.
The chairman addresses Candidate Wagenaar, noting that there is
thankfulness to the Lord for what He has given him (referencing 2 Tim.
1:5) and what He has given us as churches in him. What a privilege it is
to be able to bring the glorious gospel of the blessed God that is
committed to our trust (1 Tim. 1:11). The wonder is that God uses this
same gospel to our own hearts. “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners of
whom I am chief.” (I Timothy 1:15). He commends Mark and his wife
Sarah to God, hoping that God may equip them to serve wherever He
leads them.
We sing Psalter 228:2-3. Rev. Schoeman leads in prayer.
We adjourn for supper. After supper, we sing Psalter 426:1,10. Elder
McQuade reads Ephesians 1:1-14 and leads in prayer.

Article 32 – FRMI
The annual meeting of FRMI is formally opened.
Rev. Dibbet and brother Deitrich deKruyff report on behalf of the
committee.
A discussion is held in which the following major points are made:
 An update is provided regarding the transition for the Kattenbergs.
A debriefing center for mission families and other resources are
being utilized to assist in the transition. Reference is made to the
principles that have been documented in the mission order. A
subcommittee has been set up to deal with the repatriation
package. The committee undertakes to follow up to ensure these
previous guidelines are referenced.
 Regarding the churches in Guatemala, these churches have gone
through some growing pains as well as growth. The FRMI does
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hope to come alongside pastors in Guatemala for continuing
education support. Regarding the presbytery, Nico is going to stay
involved from a distance trying to ensure continued
communication in order to be able to provide support as needed. It
is noted with joy that the Bible translation has been completed.
This is the result of a long process and will be publicly celebrated
in the fall.
 Regarding future projects, the committee has had some
discussions, but there is no clear answer presently available. The
committee continues to look for opportunities for partnership in
theological education, believing this is an area of ministry for our
federation. If the Lord would open the door of opportunity to send
someone to a new mission field, the committee would be ready to
pursue it. This matter is commended as a matter of prayer. The
Mission Committee did adopt a vision document a few years ago,
“Broadening the Vision,” which focused on working with
indigenous groups. The HRC and PRTS are working towards
similar objectives, and there is a joint committee that is
investigating possibilities in the area of theological education.
 Regarding the strategy in Guatemala, it seems that we are
ramping up our education component in Guatemala with
increased numbers. These programs are being delivered in
partnership with AMG. The question is raised whether this should
not be transferred to a another charitable organization to let FRMI
focus on theological education. Parts of the increased costs are
due to an increased program with more students as well as
increased costs of food due to drought.
The recommendations of the committee are considered in turn.
1.1 That the re-appointments of Rev. T. Bergsma, D. DeKruyff, Rev.
E. Moerdyk, and R. Postma to a 3 year term be approved.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
1.2 That the 2018 Financial Statement be approved.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
1.3 That the 2019 budget be approved.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
1.4 That the appointments of Mrs. Laurie Guichelaar and Mr. Greg
Neven as reviewers for the year 2019 be approved.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
1.5 That the actions of the Mission Board be approved.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
The meeting of FRMI is adjourned.
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Article 33 – Finance Committee
Brothers Jack Hoek and Alex Terlouw present on behalf of the Finance
Committee.
The recommendations are considered in turn.
1. Ministers’ Salary Guidelines:
a) We recommend that the salaries increase by 2.3 for Canadian
ministers and by 2.4% for American ministers for the calendar year
2020. We, therefore, request approval to increase the minimum
salaries for ministers effective January 1, 2020, as follows:
 Canadian ministers from C$44,980 to C$46,015
 American ministers from US$44,562 to US$45,631
Moved/Seconded/Carried
b) Increase the years of service allowance from C$527 to C$539 for up
to 10 years of service
Moved/Seconded/Carried
12. Ministers’ Emeritus Fund and RRSP/IRA’s:
a) Increase emeritus payments as follows:
 Canadian ministers from C$29,237 to C$29,910, 65% of the
minimum recommended salary guideline as per Synod 2012


Canadian widows from C$22,490 to C$23,007, 50% of the
minimum recommended salary guideline as per Synod 2012



American emeritus ministers from US$28,965 to US$29,660
American widows from US$22,281 to US$22,816
Moved/Seconded/Carried
b) Increase the RRSP/IRA contributions as follows:
 Canadian ministers from Cdn: $6,743 to C$6,898
 American ministers from US: $6,783 to US$6,946
Moved/Seconded/Carried
c) Increase the assessment for 2020 from C$36.25 to C$37.10 per
member, as per the CPI.
Please refer to the 2020 Emeritus Assessment Summary included
with the Notes to Financial Statements to determine each
congregation's quota assessment.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
d) Approve the attached financial statements for the year 2018.
Moved/Seconded
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In a discussion, appreciation is expressed for the work of the
committee. A question is asked whether deductions might be
collected at source for emeritus payments. The committee will
investigate. Since there is some confusion about the amounts owing
to the Emeritus Fund, clarity for each congregation is provided in the
report.
Carried.
13. Needy Churches Fund
The committee submits for your approval:
a) Leave the assessment at $1.00 per member for 2020.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
b) Approve the financial statements for the year 2018.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
14. Miscellaneous
a) Re-appoint for a three-year term Gerrit Kleyn (Grand Rapids).
Moved/Seconded/Carried
c) Approval for new potential members for the committee: Ria
Kroosbergen (Hamilton)
Moved/Seconded/Carried
d) Approve the updated Finance committee mandate (Supplement
C2)
Moved/Seconded
A discussion is held regarding various aspects of the updated
mandate and regulations. The changes are simply intended to
incorporate the restructuring of the fund as decided by Synod
2016. Clarification is sought as to whether the wording implicitly
changes the process for disabled pastors and their orphans and
widows, placing the first responsibility with the local
congregation rather than with the synodical fund as previously
understood. Wording amendments on page 37 of the fund are
made to correct this so that the original synod intention, namely
that all of the previous benevolent benefits provided remain
equal for pastors whether or not their retirement provisions are
covered by their RRSP or through the fund. While it is
impossible to be formulaically prescriptive, given the large range
of possibilities that might be contemplated, it is understood that
the federation of churches together is committed to providing for
the benevolent needs of pastors and pastor’s families should
such circumstances arise.
A motion is made to amend the draft mandate by:
1. Replacing the word “Pension” with “Retirement” where it
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appears;
2. Under 5 (B) Contributions, to insert the words “the full amount”
so that the third bullet will read, “Churches with their own
pastor are exempted from paying the full amount to the fund
(as per Synod 2016);
3. Under 5 (D) Disability Pension Benefits, change the fourth
bullet to read, “Those ministers deemed disabled and no
longer enrolled in the Minister’ Retirement (Benevolent) Fund
based on the 2016 changes will be the responsibility of the
Benevolent Fund. Those congregations may apply to the
Ministers Retirement (Benevolent) Fund for assistance. The
request for assistance will be dealt with on a case by case
basis.” This also applies to orphan benefits in section E.
Seconded/Carried.
The mandate is carried as amended.
4. Approve the actions of the committee.
Moved/Seconded
In response to questions, the committee clarifies that it is the
expectation that for pulpit exchanges, a pastor’s local congregation
provides payment for the mileage. It is also noted that preliminary
work has begun investigating a group life insurance plan for
pastors.
The motion is carried.
The committee is thanked for its work.

Article 34 – Ethic- Public Affairs Committee
Rev. R. VanDoodewaard reports on behalf of the committee.
A discussion is held in which the following main points are made:
 The suggestion is made that a new book, Dying and Death:
Getting Rightly Prepared for the Inevitable by Christopher W.
Bogosh and Dr. Beeke provides valuable pastoral advice.
 The concern is raised regarding the wording of the report as it
relates to “snowflake babies.” After discussion, it is agreed that
certain words from 2.1.3 will be redacted from the report in the
public acts of synod. It is noted that while the wording may
accurately reflect what the committee is doing, it can (and has
been) interpreted in a manner that is not pastorally sensitive. The
committee apologizes, noting that more attention should have
gone into how this wording the report would be received pastorally
so as not to cause offence.
 There is some discussion regarding the mandate of the committee
as providing resources to consistories, with the caution provided
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that preparing detailed public reports on sensitive topics may not
always be prudent. The committee notes that its current work on
issues relating to the beginning and end of life is intended for
submission to Synod 2020 and not for general publication.
The committee’s recommendations are considered in turn:
1. To re-appoint T. Postma for a term of 3 years.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
2. To re-appoint Rev. R. VanDoodeward for a term of 3 years.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
3. To approve the actions of the EPA Committee.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
The committee is thanked for its work.

Article 35 – Outreach Committee
Rev. Schoeman addresses the body in his capacity as radio pastor. He
notes that the work continues and there seems to be a loyal, steady
audience, one that is corresponding with the ministry with increased
regularity and also providing donations in support of the ministry.
Promotional cards for the radio ministry were prepared for Missionfest in
BC, and a package is provided for each congregation as a means to
promote the ministry.
The recommendations of the committee are considered in turn. The first
two have been superseded by the previous decision regarding the
establishment of the FRC US Urban Ministries.
1. To continue showing support for the BOT radio ministry by way of
our prayers and free will offerings.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
2. Acceptance of a discretionary spending cap of $5000.00 on funding
requests related to FRCNA congregational Outreach projects.
Moved/Seconded
It is clarified that this is a global budget amount and that churches
can apply to the committee for individual projects. It is expected
that churches will use this fund for projects that otherwise they
would not be able to proceed with and that especially the smaller
churches will utilize it, although it is equally available to all
churches.
Carried.
3. Encouragement regarding further contacts and cooperation with
HRC Outreach/Evangelism Committee
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Withdrawn, as this a statement rather than a requested action.
4. Appointments:
1. To reappoint Rev. J. Procee, and Br. John denDekker for a
second term, ending 2022.
2. To appoint Br. Duane Rogers for a first term, ending 2022.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
5. To approve the 2018 financial statements and 2019 budget/2020
projection.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
6. To approve the actions of the committee.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
At 8:40 p.m., the meeting is adjourned. Rev. Dibbet leads in closing
prayer. We sing Psalter 371.
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****************
Thursday June 6, 2019

SESSION IV
We begin by singing Psalter 71: 1,3,5 and Rev. C.A. Schouls leads in
opening prayer. He reads Luke 24:36-49. He reminds us of the symbol
of the ark in the temple, which was the subject of the opening sermon of
Synod. That symbol has been fulfilled with the coming of the Holy
Spirit. The church has received both promises and orders. He promises
to be with the church until the end of the age and that the gates of hell
will not prevail against her. He orders the church to seek the kingdom of
Jesus. The church’s marching orders include the preaching of the
gospel, meaning the church is to encourage and develop the gift of
preaching within the church. Focusing on verse 47, several facets of
preaching are highlighted. The content of preaching is to be repentance
and remission of sins. It is anchored within the covenant of grace,
emphasizing both the promise and the curse of the covenant.
Repentance is knowledge, confession, and turning from sin and requires
searching, encouraging and directive preaching. This preaching will be
theocentric and culminate Christologically. This will also be Spirit-led
preaching, outlining and depending on the work of the Spirit. It is not
just repentance but also “remission of sins” that is to be preached.
Christ sends our sins away and erases our debt. Repentance must not
be preached alone but always with the encouragement that in the
blessed Saviour all grace is found. How is this to be preached? It‘s
authority is rooted in the Old Testament – “thus it is written.” Christianity
is not a new religion but the flower that comes from the bud of Old
Testament religion. What is written? Christ must suffer, rise again, and
be proclaimed. Preachers are commissioned heralds of the great King.
All authority has been given to Him in heaven and earth. Preaching the
law only, leads to preparationism, which is another form of Arminianism.
It is to be preached in the name of Jesus Christ, the one who has the
right to give remission of sin. Christ speaks through his servants. He
calls for preaching – the medium of the spoken word, a point that needs
to be emphasized in a world of visual communications. Where should
this preaching take place? Among all nations beginning at Jerusalem. It
starts locally, where we are. The disciples after Pentecost were not
afraid of the enemies and were given great boldness. For the disciples,
this included preaching to those who literally crucified the Saviour. If
Jerusalem sinners can be saved, any sinner can be saved. That
command has lost none of its strength, nor should we think that task is
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near completion. Until the Lord returns, there will be covenant children
who need to be brought to conversion; multitudes in bulging cities need
salvation; church members who stumble and fall needing
encouragement; and the entire church of Jesus Christ needs to learn
ever more deeply what it means to live from grace. In Old Testament
imagery, we are to be keepers of the ark of God. Pastor Schouls leads
in concluding prayer.
The roll call is taken. All are present as before with the following
changes: Elder Aart Pol is present for Bornholm, replacing Elder
Zekveld; Elder Henry Otten and Elder Andy Groen are present for
Fenwick.
Those present for the first time rise to express their agreement with the
Three Forms of Unity.

Article 36 – Interchurch Psalter Report
Rev. VanBrugge reports that since this is an Interdenominational
Committee reporting to three separate synods with the same report, the
typical format for FRCNA report has not been followed. The committee
does seek a synodical approval for the work of the committee.
In discussion, the following points are raised.
 Some pages in the draft Psalter presented are blank so as to
keep the double page Psalters together, but that will likely be
different in the final printing.
 The committee is expecting that Synod 2020 will receive a file for
review after which a year of editing, some of which needs to be
done by third parties. Hopefully Synod 2021 will see a proposal
for a final stamp of approval. However, there are also
denominational factors involved beyond the committee’s control.
 There is a request that the various denominational publication
committees considers printing a draft edition for use in the
churches. The committee does not have the budget to do this.
A motion is made to approve the work of the committee.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
Appreciation is expressed for the work of the committee.

Article 37 – Interchurch Relations Committee
Two outstanding items remain.
Regarding the proposal to hold Synod 2020 in Grand Rapids concurrently
with the HRC, a report from the Synodical Treasurer is tabled indicating
an estimated cost of $15,000 more than is typically spent on Synod, or
the equivalent of approximately $3 more per member. The costs for a
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typical synod are approximately $24,000, and the current synodical
budget does not have room for this significant increase.
In the discussion, it is noted that the HRC has for three years suspended
their own practices to have a concurrent synod with us.Various delegates
raise concerns about the prudence of the costs and whether there are
alternative options available. It is noted that this is expected to be a onetime event.
A motion is made:
To hold a concurrent synod with the HRC in GR in 2020 and increase the
quota for the synodical fund by one-time $3 accordingly.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
The committee notes that in response to the previous discussion, it
has withdrawn its recommendation of Rev. R. VanDoodewaard’s
appointment and instead recommends Br. Bert DeJong (Vineland).
A motion is made:
To appoint Elder Bert DeJong from Vineland for a three-year term.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
The final recommendation to approve the actions of the committee is
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

Article 38 – Publications Committee
The proposal made to Synod regarding Korean publications was for an
oversight committee to be established for this work (p. 91). The previous
discussion noted appreciation for the desire and intent of the proposal but
questions about the prudence and proposed implementation process, the
objectives and infrastructure required to distribute these translations
effectively, and the wisdom of proceeding without these details further
developed.
The Outreach Committee recommended that the Publications Committee
take responsibility; however, it does fall outside of the Publications
Committee’s mandate to prepare publications for FRC churches and
members. It is suggested that it would be better to assign this to the
Outreach Committee.
It is noted that work proposed by the member of the Langley congregation
appears to be valued and desirable, not just for the church in Korea but
also as a tool for local evangelism among Korean-speaking peoples.
Rev. Pronk’s book on the Canons of Dort has been translated 10 years
ago and has been widely used to great impact. Rev. Pronk recounts how
he was subsequently invited to Korea and how this work introduced an
experiential perspective regarding their understanding of the Reformed
faith in Korea. Many of Rev. Pronk’s radio messages and sermons on
Romans were also translated and distributed by this translator.
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A motion is made:
To ask the Outreach Committee to further investigate the possibilities of
Korean Translation work, engaging with Junho Hwang and the needs of
the FRC US Urban Missions, and come to Synod 2020 with a more
detailed strategic vision including distribution plan for this work; and that
they be authorized to spend up to $15,000 during the present year for this
project.
Moved/Seconded
It is clarified that the $15K would be used at the discretion of the
committee.
Carried.
The fifth recommendation to approve the financial statements’ of 2018,
budget for 2019, and forecast for 2020.
Moved/Seconded
A motion is brought to amend the Publications quota from $4 to $1.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
Financial statements carried as amended.
To approve the actions of the committee.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
Thanks is expressed for the ongoing work of the Publications Committee.

Article 39 – TEC Exam Review
Feedback is solicited on the revised structure of the interview for a
synodical candidacy examination that was conducted earlier in this synod.
Appreciation is expressed. It was noted that the process was organic and
relational. It allows it to be tailored to the student. It also engaged the
elders. It was also timely and rigorous. A side benefit is that the format
provides questions and answers that will also equip elders who are
occasionally presented with very similar questions.
Some delegates noted that the process could be further improved by
including a report from the committee with an overview of the student’s
development and academic progress. Since the interview no longer
systematically covers the various areas of study, it is more important that
the committee report on the academic work of the student, bringing
synod’s attention to any areas of concern. The input of professors during
the executive session is also desired.
A motion is made:
To continue the trial period for the new format for another year.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
Rev. J. Overduin assumes the chair.
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Article 40 – Confessions and Liturgical Forms Revision
Committee
Rev. Moerdyk reports on behalf of the committee.
A discussion is held in which the following major points are made:
 Various delegates indicate that they would have preferred to have
the changes presented to Synod in a way that identifies the
differences between the original and current versions. The
committee indicates that for the soft revisions, they felt that this
would have been too cumbersome. It had been intended for the
revised forms, but this was an oversight in the submission
process.
 There is some discussion about whether the committee should
continue working on both soft and revised versions, noting that the
result could potentially be six copies of each form (original, soft
revision, alternate form and each of these with a KJV and NKJV
version). The committee’s original mandate was for a single
alternative form; however, Synod 2018 explicitly instructed it also
to provide a soft edit version (simply updating archaic word forms)
which instruction they followed. It is noted that for the Lord’s
Supper and Baptism forms, a single revision should be attainable;
however, the more substantial changes to the form for office
bearers installation make it more of an alternate form.
 Various comments are made as to whether the matter should be
tabled until next year’s synod to allow consistories more time to
carefully review and provide detailed input which would be very
cumbersome to deal with on the floor of synod. Others respond
noting that there has been the opportunity to provide feedback to
the committee on the Office-bearers installation form and that no
consistories have utilized this opportunity and that there is a
desire on the part of many churches to see updated forms. These
delegates suggest approval for the forms as currently presented,
recognizing that there is a need for a professional edit before
these are printed and formally adopted for permanent use. Some
argue that the revised forms are clearer and more precise in their
language, and it is through their usage that the fine-combed
revisions can be identified and made prior to more formal and
permanent adoption.
 There are differing points of view expressed regarding the urgency
of this matter, some suggesting that since our forms are minor
confessions, it is appropriate to only approve revisions for usage
when we are convinced that the forms are in their ideal and final
form while others arguing that the Reformation principle of using
vernacular language means that there is urgency to continue
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proceeding, recognizing that the first overtures regarding this
issue were already considered decades ago.
It is noted that the committee is engaging in a very methodical
approach. The suggestion is made that this work could be made
more efficient by the hiring of some clerical assistance for the
committee so that the ministers involved are not burdened by
technical and time-consuming duties.

Following the discussion, the committee withdraws its Recommendations
1-3 and 5 in order to submit a replacement motion:
That Synod approve the proposed Lord’s Supper, Baptism and
Installation of Office Bearer forms (the revised proposals) for use in the
churches for a two-year period recognizing that it would give time to the
churches to do a more careful review by their use.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
The committee notes that consistories who do have suggestions for
improvement for these forms should be proactive and send them to the
committee in time for consideration at their October meeting.
An error in the synod agenda which accidentally deleted one of the
questions in the Office-bearers form will be corrected in the published
edition of the Acts.
The committee withdraws its fourth recommendation in light of the
Monarch overture. The final recommendation that Synod approves the
actions of the committee is moved, seconded, and carried.
In light of the discussion on the synodical forms, a proposal is made:
That the committee for revising the forms be authorized to spend up to
$1000 from the synodical fund for clerical, administrative help.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
The committee is thanked with appreciation for its work.

Article 41 – Monarch Overture re Baptism Form
Rev. Moerdyk introduces the overture, noting that while there is great
appreciation for the history of the forms and no desire to alter them and
create an “FRC-version” of these forms, the reality cannot be ignored that
when the prayer is publicly read, the congregation and visitors hear it as
presumptive regeneration. Although the form can be defended and our
covenant understanding confirmed using the present language, it requires
explanation. If the form needs a form to be understood, is it serving its
function?
A discussion follows in which clarification is sought regarding exactly what
the overture is asking of Synod. The first point of the overture – having a
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discussion regarding the desirability of addressing the misunderstandings
and ambiguities of the prayer of thanksgiving more fully – has been
achieved by the tabling of the overture. Regarding the appointment of a
committee, what exactly is the committee to study? It is anticipated that
the committee would consult with consistories, review this matter as it has
been previously dealt with by FRC Synods as well as the CGK and HRC
synods. The mandate would be to study the subject of the overture (the
prayer of thanksgiving in the form for baptism) and bring a report to
Synod 2020 with options.
A motion is made:
To appoint a committee to consult with the consistories, CGK and HRC
and past synodical decisions, study and bring a report to synod 2020.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
The Executive recommends that the ad-hoc study committee formed as a
result of the Monarch overture be composed of Revs. W. Klaver, J. Lewis
and E. Moerdyk.
Moved/Seconded/Carried

Article 42 – Executive Session III
The combined consistory south report is read. Classis contracta relating
to the acceptance of a call by Rev. Dibbet to St. George is held, and the
transfer for his credentials is approved as no objections are raised.
Elder G. Pol leads in prayer for the lunch. We sing Psalter 202. Elder A.
Pol reads Psalm 48 and leads in prayer.

Article 43 – Approval of Minutes
The minutes of Articles 1-31 have been distributed and are reviewed. A
motion is made to approve Articles 1-31 in principle.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
Rather than reading the balance of the minutes (from Wednesday
evening to the current moment), it is agreed by common consent that the
executive will be given the mandate of approving them.
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Article 44 – Appointments
Church Counsellor and visitor as per list:
Combined Consistories East
Church
Counselor
Visitors (first one to arrange visit)
Brantford
H. Bergsma
J. Procee, S. Dibbet
Dundas
J. Lewis
W. Klaver, J. Overduin
Fenwick
R. VanDoodewaard S. Dibbet, W. Klaver
Hamilton
L.J. Bilkes
J. Lewis, J. Procee
Pompton Plains W. Klaver
J. Overduin, I. Macleod
Powassan
D. VanBrugge
S. Dibbet, H. Bergsma
St. George
J. Overduin
K. Hutton, W. Klaver
Vineland
S. Dibbet
L.J. Bilkes, R. VanDoodewaard
Combined Consistories South
Church
Counselor
Bornholm
L.J. Bilkes
Chatham
I. Macleod
Grand Rapids
J. Lewis
London
D. Kranendonk
Mitchell
T. Bergsma
Oxford
S. Dibbet
St. Thomas
J. Procee

Visitors (first one to arrange visit)
J. Lewis, T. Bergsma
D. VanBrugge, J. Procee
T. Bergsma, D. Kranendonk
I. Macleod, S. Dibbet
L.J. Bilkes, J. Procee
D. VanBrugge, W. Klaver
D. Kranendonk, H. Bergsma

The Church Visitors / Counsellors for Combined Consistories West were
assigned at their meeting and reported to Synod. NOTE: the schedule
approved at the CCW had to be adapted due to the departure of Rev.
Dibbet.
Combined Consistories West
Church
Counselor
Abbotsford
T. Aicken
Calgary
E. Moerdyk
Chilliwack
J. Schoeman
Lacombe
J. Schoeman
Langley
J. Koopman
Monarch
H. Overduin

Visitors (first one to arrange visit)
T. Aicken, J. Koopman
E. Moerdyk, J. Koopman
J. Schoeman, T. Aicke
J. Koopman, H. Overduin
J. Koopman, J. Schoeman
H. Overduin, J. Schoeman
Moved/Seconded/Carried
A motion is made to appoint Rev. H.A. Bergsma, C. Pronk, C.A. Schouls
and P. VanderMeyden as synodical deputies as per Article 49.
Moved/Seconded/Carried
Notice is made that Synod 2020 will be held from June 8-11 in Grand
Rapids, Michigan HRC with Abbotsford as the convening consistory.
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Article 45 - Protest
The chair notes that he had received a notice of protest from the
Abbotsford delegates. Our synodical procedures provide “the right of
any delegate to protest against any decision of Synod” but that protests
“should be registered immediately, or during the session in which the
matter was acted upon.” The issue being protested is the decision
regarding approving
the synodical forms (Article 40), and since notice was provided before
lunch, the chair has agreed to allow the protest. Elder Arends and Rev.
Schoeman protest against the decision concerning the amended forms on
the basis that this unnecessarily rushed process does not give
consistories
opportunity to respond to the committee’s proposals prior to them being
used in the churches.
Article 46 – Press Release
The press release is tabled and amended. A motion to approve the press
release as amended is seconded and carried.
Article 47 – Mutual Censure
The chair reads article 43 and asks if there is any need for
admonishment. None are raised.
Article 48 - Adjournment
Rev. J. Overduin, Vice-Chair, thanks Rev. Kranendonk for his leadership.
Paul speaks of endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace (Eph. 4:3), and we can testify that this has been in demonstration
throughout this synod. The Dundas delegates are thanked for the
hospitality provided.
Rev. J. Overduin reads Psalm 132:8-10. The delegates sing Psalter
367:2,4,5 after which he leads in closing prayer. Synod adjourns at 2:25
p.m.
FINIS

46

Acts of Synod 2019

Free Reformed Churches of North America
Synod of June 3-6, 2019

News Release
Synod was opened with a joint FRC/HRC prayer service led by Rev. J.
Beeke and Rev. P. VanderMeyden (preaching). The sermon was based
on Psalm 132:8-10, “Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy
strength. Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints
shout for joy. For thy servant David’s sake turn not away the face of thine
anointed.” Our synods were reminded of the glory and the mercy of the
Lord’s abiding in the midst of His people.
During the first session, the following executive was elected, Rev. D.
Kranendonk (chair), Rev. J. Overduin (vice-chair), Rev. E. Moerdyk (1st
Clerk), and Rev. J. Schoeman (2nd Clerk).
Both our synod and the HRC synod were held in the Dundas FRC
church building. Opening devotions, as well as breaks and meals were
again held together with the HRC delegates which provided time for
fellowship. The two synods met together to hear about the ongoing work
of the joint HRC/FRC Unity committee, as well as the work of the interdenominational Psalter Committee which hopes to prepare a draft of the
entire Psalter for presentation to Synod of 2020. We pray that the Lord
will bless these efforts, and for wisdom as our relationship continues to
develop.
We are thankful to report that the Lord continues to bless the
churches in the area of training for ministry. Synod examined student
Mark Wagenaar and has declared him to be a candidate for the gospel
ministry. Arrangements are being made for extended internships for
students Ben VanLiere and Benjamin Hicks. Students Chris Mourik and
Geoff Otten continue to progress with their studies. With gratitude to the
Lord, Synod accepted Jeff Overduin as a student for the ministry.
The synod agreed with the request of the Grand Rapids congregation
that the denomination assume responsibility for and support the work of
Rev. Young Jae Lee for FRC US Urban Missions. He has begun
exploratory evangelistic work, focusing on the large Korean population in
the area just west of New York City. The hope is that, Lord willing, this
work would lead to the establishment of a church plant.
Visiting ministers from other denominations addressed our synod. Dr.
J. Beeke spoke on behalf of the HRC, emphasizing that the Lord’s glory is
reflected in the church’s glory. As our denominations come closer
together, we cannot forget that unity in the church testifies to the world at
large. Rev. Ventura spoke on behalf of the United Reformed Churches
and noted that the URC and Orthodox Presbyterian churches held a
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concurrent synod in 2018. We have moved to Limited Correspondence
with the Presbyterian Reformed Church.
Free Reformed Missions International reported that they continue to
assist the churches and programs in Guatemala. The completed Achi
Bible translation will be dedicated in September. It was noted that the
Kattenberg family is moving back to Canada, and we pray that God will
give clarity, wisdom, and guidance as they re-adjust back into Canadian
life. Synod expresses appreciation for their years of service. FRMI also
continues to partner in theological training at Mukhanyo Theological
College in South Africa.
The synod also heard work of the Youth and Education Committee,
especially the ongoing posting of articles on the “Plants and Pillars”
website and the increased use of the site. The “Ask a Pastor” section of
the website has been especially popular among the youth as it has
provided a venue for significant questions to be brought out, and the
committee has been encouraged by the response.
Synod 2020 will again be concurrent with the HRC on June 8-11, with
Abbotsford as the calling church and Grand Rapids HRC hosting.
Seminary Day is scheduled for September 2nd.
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Synodical Committees and Appointments
2019 - 2020
Church Order Committee
Mr. J. Benjamins
Brantford
2020
Rev. J. R. Koopman (Chair) Chilliwack
2022
Rev. D. Kranendonk (Vice) Oxford
2021
Mr. R. Pennings (Secr.)
St. George
2021
Rev. P. VanderMeyden
Vineland
2020
Ethical – Public Affairs:
Dr. J. Hamstra
Dr. G. Kenyon (Vice)
Dr. E. Nieuwenhuis
Mr. T. Postma (Secr.)
Rev. D. VanBrugge
Rev. R. VanDoodewaard

Dundas
Mitchell
Pompton Plains
Brantford
Brantford
Powassen

2020
2020
2021
2022
2021
2022

Finance
Mr. B. Bruinsma
Mr. J. Hoek
Mr. K. Noordam
Mrs. R. Kroosbergen
Mr. A. Terlouw (Secr.)
Mr. G. Kleyn (Vice)

Hamilton
St. George
Abbotsford
Hamilton
Vineland
Grand Rapids)

2021
2020
2020
2022
2021
2022

Foreign Mission
Mr. D. Rogers (Sec)
Mr. D. DeKruyff (Treas)
Rev. T Bergsma
Mr. W. Bouma
Rev. S. Dibbet
Rev. E. Moerdyk
Mr. H. Kleyn
Mr. D. Naves
Mr. A. Otten

Pompton Plains
St. Thomas
Chatham
St. George
St George
Monarch
Grand Rapids
Hamilton
Fenwick

2021
2022
2022
2020
2020
2022
2020
2020
2020

Inter-Church Relations
Primary
Mr. A. DeVries
Mr. B. DeJong
Rev. W. Klaver
Mr. E. Laman (Sec)
Rev. I. Macleod
Rev. J. Overduin
Rev. J. Procee(Vice-all)
Rev. J. Schoeman(Vice)

Mitchell
Vineland
Hamilton
Brantford
Grand Rapids
Vineland
Bornholm
Abbotsford

2022
2022
2020
2022
2020
2020
2020
2022
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Rev. D. VanBrugge
Mr. H. VanDoodewaard
Mr. H. VanRhee

Brantford
St. George
Monarch

2021
2020
2022

Alternate:
Rev. C. Pronk (ex officio)
Mr. H. VanRhee

St. George
Monarch

2021

Interdenominational Psalter Committee Delegates
Rev. J. Overduin
Vineland
Rev. D. VanBrugge
Brantford
Mr. D. Vandenberg
Vineland
Mr. T. Postma
Brantford
Mr. H. DenHollander (Alternate)Dundas
Ad-Hoc Supplementary Psalter Committee
Rev. T. Bergsma
Chatham
Rev. H. Bergsma
Fenwick
Mr. B. Luth
St. Thomas
Mr. T. Postma
Brantford
Mr. S. Overduin
Chilliwack
Mr. H. VanDoodewaard
St. George
Rev. R. VanDoodewaard
Powassen
Joint FRC-HRC Committee Delegates
FRC:
Mr. C. Keuning
Hamilton
Mr. E. Laman
Brantford
Rev. E. Moerdyk
Monarch
Rev. J. Schoeman
Abbotsford

HRC:
Mr. J. Beeke
Rev. M. Kelderman
Rev. D. Overbeek
Mr. J. Sinke

Joint FRC-HRC Church Order Committee
FRC:
HRC:
Rev. J. Koopman(Vice)
Chilliwack
Rev. B. Elshout (Chair)
Mr. R. Pennings (Sec)
St. George
Rev. M. Fintelman
Rev. P. VanderMeyden
Vineland (ex officio)
Outreach
Rev. H. Bergsma
Rev. L.J. Bilkes
Mr. K. DeBlieck
Mr. J. Dendekker, Treas.
Rev. H. Overduin
Mr. J. Pennings
Rev. J. Procee (Vice)
Mr. D. Rodgers

Fenwick
Dundas
Brantford
Langley
Calgary
St. Thomas
Bornholm
Pompton Plains
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2021
2021
2020
2022
2020
2021
2022
2022

Rev. R. VanDoodewaard
Rev. Y.J. Lee
Rev. J. Schoeman

Powassan
Grand Rapids
Abbotsford

2021
ex officio
ex officio

Radio Pastor – Rev. J. Schoeman (2019)
Publications
Mr. J. Dendekker
Rev. S. Dibbet
Mr. M. Driesse
Rev. W.E. Klaver
Rev. I. Macleod
Rev. J. Procee
Mr. H. VanDoodewaard
Mr. H. Kleyn
Dr. G. M. Bilkes

Langley
St. George
Pompton Plains
Hamilton
Grand Rapids
Bornholm
St. George
Grand Rapids
Grand Rapids

2021
2022
2022
2021
2020
2022
2022
ex officio
(ex officio)

Messenger Editor – Dr. G. M. Bilkes (appointed through 2019)
Messenger Assistant Editor – Rev. D. H. Kranendonk (appointed
through 2019)
Open Windows Editor - Rev. J. Lewis
Open Windows Managing Editor – Mrs. E. Roth
Refugee Committee
Rev. T. Aicken
Mrs. L. Stiksma
Rev. J. Schoeman
Mr. R. Sinke
Mr. J. Vandenbosch
Mr. J. VanderZwaan
Mrs. F. Westeringh

Abbotsford
Chilliwack
Abbotsford
Vineland
Abbotsford
Langley
Chilliwack

Theological Education
Primary
Rev. J. Schoeman, Chair
Rev. D. Kranendonk, Sec.
Mr. C. Jonkman
Mr. C.J. Keuning
Rev. J. Koopman
Rev. J. Lewis
Rev. E. Moerdyk
Dr. E. Nieuwenhuis
Rev. H. Overduin
Rev. P. VanderMeyden

Abbotsford
Oxford
Dundas
Hamilton
Chilliwack
Pompton Plains
Monarch
Pompton Plains
Calgary
Vineland
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Alternate
Mr. G. Postma
Rev. I. Macleod

Vineland
Grand Rapids

2020
2022

Theological Student Support
Mr. J. Brink
Fenwick
Mr. R. Naves
Hamilton
Mr. J. Hamstra
Dundas
Mr. B. Pols
Grand Rapids
Mr. J. Wilbrink (Treas.)
Dundas

2022
2022
2021
2020
2020

Youth & Education
Rev. T. Bergsma
Mr. J. Bokma (Treas)
Mr. S. DeKorte (Chair)
Rev. S. Dibbet
Rev. K. Hutton
Mr. B. Koomans (Vice)
Mr. N. Kranendonk (Sec)
Mr. G. Sinke

2022
2021
2022
2020
2022
2022
2022
2020

Chatham
Vineland
Fenwick
St. George
Mitchell
Chatham
Hamilton
Monarch

Pillar and Post Editor: Rev. T. Bergsma (Chatham)
Youth Camp Directors:
East: Mr. Kim Hamstra, (Brantford)
West: Chilliwack and Monarch consistories
Ad-Hoc Study Committee for Baptism Form Prayer – Rev. W. Klaver,
Rev. J. Lewis, Rev. E. Moerdyk
Synod Contracta: Dundas and Hamilton consistories
Article 49 Deputies – Rev. H. Bergsma, Rev. C. Pronk, Rev. C.A.
Schouls Rev. P. VanderMeyden
Coordinator Synodical Committee meetings:
Contact: Mr. H. VanDoodewaard, hvd1@rogers.com
Denominational Archives
Held in Grand Rapids under supervision of the consistory.
Archivist: Mr. Robert Nordyke
7200 Knapp St. N.E. Ada, MI 49301
Tel: 616-676-2396; E-Mail: rjn17@juno.com
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AGENDA
Free Reformed Churches of North America
meeting in Synod June 3-7, 2019
at Dundas FRC, Dundas, ON.
The opening session will begin following the prayer service, which
begins at 7:30pm, Monday June 3, 2019, in the Dundas FRC. At
that time Point 1 of the agenda will be completed under the
auspices of the convening church. The exact times and schedules
for the balance of Synod 2019 will be established by the elected
executive of the meeting.

1) OPENING SESSION
a) Opening
b) Presentation of credentials
c) Election of executive officers of Synod 2019
d) Agreement with the Three Forms of Unity
2) ORDER OF BUSINESS
a) Schedule of meeting for Synod 2019
b) Adoption of Public Acts of Synod 2018
c) Appointment of advisors, advisory committees, assistant clerk,
treasurer

d) Adoption of Agenda (and agenda report from convening church)
e) Appointment of reporters for press release and The Messenger.
f) Schedule of visitors representing other denominations
3) CORRESPONDENCE
a) Treasurer of Synod
4) APPEALS - None
5) OVERTURES –
a) Brantford – PRTS Governance
b) Monarch – Baptismal Form, thanksgiving prayer
6) STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
a) C1: Church Order Committee
b) C2: Ethical – Public Affairs Committee
c) C3: Finance Committee
d) C4: Foreign Mission Committee
e) C5: Interchurch Relations Committee
f) C6: Outreach Committee
g) C7: Publications Committee
h) C8: Refugee Committee
Acts of Synod 2019

Page 17
Page 18
Page 20
Page 40
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Page 95
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i) C9: Theological Education Committee
j) C10: Theological Student Support Committee
k) C11: Youth and Education Committee

Page 98
Page 112
Page 118

7) AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS
a) A1: FRC/HRC Church Union Committee
Page 127
b) A2: Church Order FRC/HRC
Page 146
c) A3: Interchurch Psalter Committee
Page 157
d) A4: Ad-hoc Supplementary Psalter Committee
Page 166
e) A5: Confessions and Liturgical Forms Revision Committee Page
167

8) CHURCH REPORTS
a) Synodical (Article 49) Deputies report
b) Combined Consistories West
c) Combined Consistories South
d) Combined Consistories East
9) CLOSING OF SYNOD
a) Appointment of church counselors and church visitors
b) Appointment of synodical deputies
c) Date for Synod 2020 and appointment of calling and hosting
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
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churches
Adoption of Executive Minutes 2019
Adoption of Concept Minutes 2019
Adoption of News Release
Mutual censure
Closing and adjournment

Acts of Synod 2019

Synod Treasurer Correspondence
Free Reformed Churches of North America
Treasurer of Synod
Freelton, Ontario April 12, 2019
Synod of the Free Reformed Churches, In Session June 3-6, 2019 Vineland,
Ontario (calling church)
Esteemed Brethren,
We are thankful to report that all congregations paid the required assessment to
the Synodical Fund for the year 2018
The books of the Synodical Fund were reviewed by Mr. Ryk Naves and Mr. Kevin
Vanderhorst of the Hamilton congregation. The financial records were found to be
in good order.
A copy of the financial statement for the year ending December 31, 2018, a budget
for the year 2019, a projection for 2020 and the proposed Quota Assessments for
2020 are included with this report.
I bring to your attention the following information for your consideration –







The ongoing diligence in booking flights through seat sales is
appreciated.
For 2019 I have begun to separate the GST and HST taxes for incurred
expenses in order to submit a refund request to CRA. To assist in this
process, I request the help of those submitting expenses by including
receipts that clearly indicate the taxes being paid.
For the past three sessions of Synod, prototype pew tables have been
provided for delegates use at Synod. From observations and comments,
it appears they were well received and appreciated. For this year a more
permanent design has been provided. This design is more flexible for
different pew designs and will be easier to store and transport. The
prototypes have been stored, without formal permission, in the Dundas
church. With their permission it would be appreciated if the tables could
continue to be stored in the Dundas basement.
At the request of the Publications Committee, components for a video
conferencing system were acquired and set up in the Hamilton FRC
consistory room for use by various committees for their Spring
meetings. Comments by most of the participants were positive. In light
of this a recommendation comes to Synod 2019 to purchase the
components for a more permanent solution and pursue further
enhancements to the Office 365 solution, being used by the FRCNA, to
support the features required to make the conference solution more
robust. This solution should not be seen as an alternative to attending a
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meeting but should be considered for use in cases when legitimately
unable to be physically present.
Initial investigations regarding the use of one set of hotel properties at
reduced room rates have been undertaken but there is no positive outcome
to date. The same investigation has begun with car rental companies to
determine if FRCNA could qualify for preferred rates.

The quota assessment for the Synodical Fund for 2019 is $13.00 per
member. With the approval of the budget as presented and the current
bank balance it is felt that the quota assessment for 2020 can be
maintained at $13.00 per member.
As per the request of Synod 2010, also included is a schedule showing the
financial implications of the cumulative totals of the assessments, for 2020, being
proposed to Synod 2019. The proposed assessments for the year 2020 will total
to $118.60 per member which is an increase of $23.85 from the 2019
assessments. The changes will be explained in more detail when the committee
reports are tabled.
Proposals to Synod
a) To approve the financial statement for the year 2018 as presented.
b) To maintain the quota assessment for the Synodical Fund for 2020 at
$13.00.
c) To continue to pay 85% of the mileage allowance as reported by the National
Joint Council of the Public Service of Canada. (These rates are published on
a quarterly basis: January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1. The rate at April
1, 2019 is 85% of $0.55 = $0.4675/km)
d) To approve the acquisition of components for a video conferencing solution
as well as enhancements to Office 365 for use in committee meetings where
all members cannot be present in the same physical location. To also
request approval from Dundas FRC to store these items as well as the pew
tables used for Synod meetings.
e) To approve the actions of the Treasurer of Synod.
May the Lord richly bless your meetings.
Respectfully submitted,
J. Wilbrink, treasurer
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Free Reformed Churches of N.A.
Schedule and Analysis of Synodical Assessments for 2020
Recommended
Actual
Change
Actual
Actual
2020
2019
$
%
2018
2017
Assessment
Emeritus
Fund
Outreach
Needy
Churches
Publications
Radio
Missions
Refugee
Student
Support
Synodical
Fund
Youth &
Education
TOTALS

$37.10

$36.25

$0.85

$23.00

-

$23.00

$1.00

$1.00

$0.00

$4.00

$4.00

$0.00

-

-

$0.00

$5.00

$5.00

$0.00

$32.50

$32.50

$13.00

$2.30

$35.50

$35.00

-

-

-

$1.00

$1.00

-

$4.00

$6.00

-

-

-

$5.00

$5.00

$0.00

-

$32.50

$25.00

$13.00

$0.00

-

$12.00

$13.00

$3.00

$3.00

$0.00

-

$3.00

$3.00

$118.60

$94.75

$23.85

25.2

$93.00

$88.00

Notes:
1) All assessment changes for 2020 have been highlighted
2) There are now three funds relying on donations to meet their
accepted and approved financial obligations.
3) Deacons are asked to keep Note 2 in mind when setting the yearly
collection schedule
4) Three funds as per Note 2
i) Free Reformed Missions International
ii) Radio Missions
iii) Seminary Fund
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Synodical Fund
Statement of Financial Position December 31, 2018
(in Canadian $)
2018

2017

ASSETS
Cash in bank

$ 39,620

$ 41,623

Total Assets

$ 39,620

$ 41,623

EQUITY
Beginning Balance
Excess (shortage)

$ 41,623
$ (2,003)

$ 41,350
$ 273

Ending Balance

$ 39,620

$ 41,623
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Synodical Fund
Statement of Revenues and Expenses
For the period ended December 31, 2018
(in Canadian $)
2018
Actual
REVENUES
From the Churches:
Abbotsford
Bornholm
Brantford
Calgary
Chatham
Chilliwack
Dundas
Fenwick
Gr. Rapids
Hamilton
Lacombe
Langley
London
Mitchell
Monarch
Oxford
Pompton Pl.
Powassan
St. George
St. Thomas
Vineland
Total Revenues

$1,092
$1,164
$3,900
$900
$2,316
$3,564
$5,004
$3,768
$4,704
$3,996
$1,356
$708
$624
$2,964
$6,800
$1,812
$2,414
$528
$5,028
$3,444
$6,420
$62,506

2018
Budget

Better
(Worse)

2017
Actual

Change

$1,092
$1,164
$3,900
$900
$2,316
$3,564
$5,004
$3,768
$4,476
$3,996
$1,356
$708
$624
$2,964
$6,744
$1,812
$1,860
$528
$5,028
$3,444
$6,420

$228
$56
$554
-

$1,092
$1,248
$4,732
$1,014
$2,652
$3,783
$5,616
$4,199
$5,166
$4,394
$1,768
$780
$754
$3,211
$6,903
$1,573
$2,788
$416
$5,252
$3,744
$6,786

$(84)
$(832)
$(114)
$(336)
$(219)
$(612)
$(431)
$(462)
$(398)
$(412)
$(72)
$(130)
$(247)
$(103)
$239
$(374)
$112
$(224)
$(300)
$(366)

$61,668

$838

$67,871

$(5,365)
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2018
Actual
EXPENSES
Meetings & Travel
Synod Delegates
Meals - Synod
Synod Hosting
Committee Mtgs
PRTS BOT
Delegation - CGK

2018
Budget

Better
(Worse)

2017
Actual

Change

$24,166
$1,487
$14,261
$5,223
-

$22,000
$2,500
$2,000
$15,000
$3,500
-

$(2,166)
$1,013
$2,000
$739
$(1,723)
-

$22,799
$2,593
$2,366
$16,463
$3,478
-

$(1,368)
$1,106
$2,366
$2,202
$(1,745)
-

Delegation-FCS(C)

-

-

-

$688

$688

Delegation – HHK

-

-

-

-

-

Deleg.- RPC Ireland

-

-

-

-

-

Delegation - URC
Delegation - HRC
Delegation - ICRC
Deleg. - NAPARC
ICRC membership

$283
$1,227
$542

$1,000
$750
$690

$1,000
$(283)
$(477)
$148

$583
$652
$654

$(283)
$583
$(575)
$112

NAPARC membership

$1,315

$1,300

$(15)

$1,263

$(52)

FRC/HRC meetings
Church Visitation
Minister's Retreat
Seminary Day
Postage
Office
Remuneration - Synod
Recording Assistant
Historical Centre FRC
Psalter Revision
Banking Charges
Miscellaneous

$3,366
$8,061
$868
$280

$2,200
$2,100
$7,500
$2,200
$250
$500

$2,200
$(1,266)
$(561)
$1,332
$250
$220

$2,500
$1,949
$7,135
$1,938
$180
$702

$2,500
$(1,416)
$(926)
$1,070
$180
$421

$1,432

$1,300

$(132)

$1,250

$(182)

$244
$1,537
$20
197

$400
$5,200
$100
100

$156
$3,663
$80
$(97)

$325
$80

$81
$(1,537)
$60
$(197)

$64,509

$70,590

$6,081

$67,598

$(3,088)

$(2,003)

$(8,922)

$6,916

$273

$(2,277)

Total Expenses
EXCESS (SHORTAGE)

60

3a

Acts of Synod 2019

Free Reformed Churches of North America
Synodical Fund
Budget and Projection
For the years ended December 31, 2019 & 2020
(in Canadian $)

REVENUES
Assessments

2018

2019

Change

Actual

Budget

$

%

2020
Projecti
on

$62,506

$67,886

$5,380

7.9

$67,886

$62,506

$67,886

$5,380

7.9

$67,886

$24,166
1,487
14,261
5,223
283
1,227
542
1,315
3,366
8,061
868
280

$24,500
1,500
500
15,000
2,500
1,250
1,250
300
4,000
545
1,330
200
3,300
7,500
1,000
100
300

$334
13
500
739
(2,723)
1,250
1,250
17
2,773
3
15
200
(66)
(561)
132
100
20

1.4
0.9
100
4.9
(109)
100

69.3
0.5
1.1
100.0
(2.0)
(7.5)
13.2
100.0
6.5

$24,500
2,000
800
15,000
2,500
3,000
250
800
3,500
550
1,330
3,300
7,500
1,000
50
300

1,432

1,500

68

4.5

1,500

244
1,537
20

250
1,000
50

6
(537)
30

250
500
50

197

3,500

3,303

2.5
(53.7)
60.9
94.4

Total Expenses

$64,509

$71,375

$6,866

9.6

$68,930

EXCESS (SHORTAGE)

$(2,003)

$(3,489)

$(1,486)

42.6

$(1,044)

Total Revenue
EXPENSES
Meetings & Travel
Synod Delegates
Meals - Synod
Synod Hosting
Committee Mtgs
PRTS BOT
Delegation - CGK
Delegation-FCS(C)
Delegation - HHK
Deleg.-RPC Ireland
Delegation - URC
Delegation - HRC
Delegation - ICRC
Deleg. - NAPARC
ICRC membership
NAPARC membership
FRC/HRC meetings
Church Visitation
Minister's Retreat
Seminary Day
Postage
Office
Remuneration - Synod
Recording Assistant
Historical Centre FRC
Psalter Revision
Banking Charges
Miscellaneous
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Synodical Fund
Notes to the Financial Reports
December 31, 2018
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Synodical Fund are prepared utilizing the
accrual basis of accounting.
2. Review of the Books:
The financial statements of the Synodical Fund have been reviewed, utilizing
the 1996 standard review program, by Mr. Ryk Naves and Mr. Kevin
Vanderhorst.
The records were found to be accurate and in good order.
3. Comments:
a. Impact of U.S. Exchange on expenses for 2018 was $2,896

Financial Review Report
We have conducted the following review procedures on the books and records of
the Synodical Fund of the Free Reformed Churches of North America.
1. Reviewed the year-end bank reconciliation.
2. Reviewed the disbursements journal and examined supplier invoices on a
test basis.
3. Reviewed the income receipts journal.
Based on the above procedures, we have found the financial statements
accurately reflect the operations of the Synodical Fund for the year ended
December 31, 2018.
Date: 11-Feb-19
Ryk Naves
Kevin Vanderhorst
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Overture 1 - Brantford re. PRTS
Grace Free Reformed Church
17 Patterson Avenue Brantford, Ontario N3S 6W8
To Synod 2019
Bert.dejong53@gmail.com

Overture PRTS Governance
Esteemed Brothers,
The consistory of the Free Reformed Church of Brantford overtures Synod 2019
to improve the protocol regarding the role of the FRC in the governance of PRTS,
by directly appointing men to the Board of Trustees (BoT), and receiving reports
from those delegates directly, instead of channelling such activities through our
Theological Education Committee (TEC).*
Rationale
While we recognize the progressing relationship we have with the Heritage
Reformed Churches, and note the increased presence over the years of Free
Reformed members of the TEC on the PRTS BoT, we also note the
discrepancies concerning the manner in which the respective synods appoint
delegates to the BoT and receive reports concerning seminary governance
matters.
It has already been the case that the PRTS board has tabled strategic/vison
reports at the joint sessions of synod. It would be good as well if the annual
PRTS report be tabled at our joint sessions. Adoption of our overture would see
both the HRC PRTS annual reports and the FRC PRTS annual reports being
presented directly to the respective synods, eliminating discrepancies in our
protocols. This would come as a natural progression and would facilitate easy
transfer to a system wherein one unified synod receives one annual report from
the PRTS BoT, in the case where the two federations unite.
Any concerns we as churches may have regarding the teaching, vision and
growth of PRTS, our synod ought to consider directly, rather than through our
TEC. The operations of the seminary are significant, its vision and reach global,
and its budget substantial. This warrants a more direct relationship to our synod.
Our TEC is busy carrying out it’s mandate to administer our theological education
program and supervise the education and development of our theological
students. The TEC as a committee should be relieved of BoT concerns. Our
synod would be better served by direct reporting from its delegates to the PRTS
BoT, rather than relying on the TEC to present these reports.
This overture calls upon synod to appoint men to sit on the PRTS BoT, and for
those delegates to report directly to synod.
In Christ's service,
The Consistory of the Brantford Free Reformed Church
Ed Laman, Chairman Jerry Benjamins, Clerk
* For an explanation of the current protocol for our appointees on the PRTS BoT,
see pp. 158-159 of The Acts of Synod 2018
Acts of Synod 2019

63

Overture 2 - Monarch re. Baptism Form Prayer
(April, 2019)
The prayer of thanksgiving has occasioned much debate through the centuries
and has often been taken to teach that children are to be presumed elect and
regenerate as the basis for infant baptism. This prayer can be explained in line
with our covenant view as thanking God for the objective sealing of the promise
of the covenant without claiming the baptized children are presumed regenerate.
However, it can also be taken a different way, seemingly more easily.
Many of our people remain confused by this, and no matter how many times it is
explained, it is still not clear in their minds for what precisely this prayer thanks
God. Baptism services often bring visitors, and they almost universally hear
presumed or even baptismal regeneration in this prayer. When the form needs
continual extra comment to make clear its teaching, this begs the question
whether it is not sufficiently clear in itself. The primary purpose of this form is to
instruct, admonish and comfort the congregation. Secondary purposes are to
express reformed catholicity and to function as a polemical help. Does this prayer
of thanksgiving fulfill its primary purpose in the best most biblical way possible?
In 1982, Langley sent in an overture about this same matter, but the overture
was withdrawn after the discussion. One of the points of discussion then involved
whether changing the thanksgiving prayer would necessitate or imply a change
to the opening section as well since the language is similar. We do not think this
is necessary, as long as the prayer of thanksgiving more clearly reflects what is
intended with the objective language of the covenant of grace beautifully
expressed in the opening section of the form.
In order to evaluate it properly, the history of this prayer needs to be understood.
The original form for baptism was significantly longer than our current form.
Therefore, Casper Van der Heyden shortened it at the request of the Synod of
Dordt (1574), and this was officially adopted in 1578. He composed a new
beginning to the prayer of thanksgiving. In this new prayer it was made more
explicit that the church is doing two things here: thanking God for the promise
given and praying for its application.1 This prayer was in line with other
reformation forms (A Lasco, Micron, and Olevianus).
This prayer begins like this: ‘Almighty merciful God and Father, we thank You,
that you have included us with our children in your covenant and have sealed this
to our bodies by holy baptism. We pray that you will wash this child with the
blood and Spirit of Jesus Christ, that is, do not impute to him his sins for the sake
of the shed blood of Christ, and regenerate and renew him by Your Spirit, so that
he will be raised in a Christian and godly way, and increase and grow up in the
Lord Jesus Christ….’2 The rest is the same as the original prayer of thanksgiving.

1 This history is described in: Zijn Verbond en Woorden by CGK professor Van’t Spijker.
Cf also Holy Baptism by Rev. G. Procee, pg 246; The North American Liturgy: A Critical
Edition of the Liturgy of the Reformed Dutch Church in North America, by Daniel Meeter
(1989), pg 309-10.
2 The current prayer reads: ‘Almighty God and merciful Father, we thank and praise thee,
that thou hast forgiven us, and our children, all our sins, through the blood of thy beloved
Son Jesus Christ, and received us through thy Holy Spirit as members of thine only
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This prayer was used for some time, but eventually the church in the Netherlands
inserted the original prayer of thanksgiving into the new shortened form in order
to remain in line with all the other reformed forms for baptism in Europe. It also
meant to leave room in the reformed churches for both camps: those who did
assume regeneration in baptized in infants, and those who wanted to stress both
the objective promise as well as the need for the applying work of the Spirit. Van’t
Spijker argues that we should read what we now have in light of the version of
Van Der Heyden, as explaining its real intent. Rev. G. Procee adopts this same
argument for the sake of continuity with reformed tradition. It could be asked in
response, why then does the original prayer of thanksgiving leave room for
presumed regeneration, even apparently as the preferred option? Do we want to
leave room for this or even appear to indicate this is the default reformed
understanding?
Some who would not think of holding to presumed regeneration nevertheless
insist on retaining the original prayer of thanksgiving to avoid being novel in the
reformed community as well as to be in line with reformed tradition. If there is a
more biblical and clear way to say something, should it not be done? Arguing that
we are less theologically gifted than previous generations of theologians is a nonstarter, for based on this logic no reformation or change in church life would ever
begin. One can see a long way seated on the shoulders of the giants who went
before, and even a little man can reach up to brush off a little chip of mud from
the bottom of the shoe of a giant. With the benefit of 500 years of church history,
is it not possible to speak more clearly on this point?
There are several options we could pursue as denomination in order to resolve
the questions and challenges provoked by this prayer.
Option 1 – Leave the prayer of thanksgiving as is, working harder to explain to
our people the difference between the objective granting of the promise to the
entire congregation and the subjective appropriation of this by the applying work
of the Holy Spirit. The weakness of this approach is that we have been doing this
our entire denominational history, and it is not working very well. In fact, some of
our pastors edit this prayer and thereby defacto produce their own versions.
Option 2 – make use of the alternate prayer of thanksgiving as composed by Van
Der Heyden. This prayer is in some ways much clearer than the original. However,
it assumes the children are unregenerate, which is not necessarily biblical either
(Luk 1:44).

begotten Son, and adopted us to be thy children, and sealed and confirmed the same unto
us by holy baptism; we beseech thee, through the same Son of thy love, that thou wilt be
pleased always to govern these baptized children by thy Holy Spirit, that they may be
piously and religiously educated, increase and grow up in the Lord Jesus Christ, that they
then may acknowledge thy fatherly goodness and mercy, which thou hast shown to them
and us, and live in all righteousness, under our only Teacher, King and High Priest, Jesus
Christ; and manfully fight against, and overcome sin, the devil and his whole dominion, to
the end that they may eternally praise and magnify thee, and thy Son Jesus Christ,
together with the Holy Ghost, the one only true God. Amen.’
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Option 3 – adopt a footnote to the prayer, in line with what Rev. J. Overduin
proposes. The weakness of this approach is that it is not actually read during the
service, and not everyone will read it. This is the approach taken in the synodical
report of the forms revision committee.
Potential footnote: "This prayer reflects an understanding of God's objective
covenant into which our children come, with the corresponding plea that God
might personally and effectively fulfill all His covenant Promises in the individual
children being baptized. In some cases, by the grace of God, that fulfillment may
have started in the baptism or even before it (Jer. 1:5; Lk.1:41,44); in other
instances the fulfillment may come later (Acts 9:1-19; 16:1-2; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:1415). It is not for us to know the time of God's salvation nor can we know with any
certainty whom He will save (Rom. 9:6-29); nevertheless ,the covenant
relationship is real and the promises are genuinely addressed to all with the
accompanying call to repent and believe."
Option 4 – rework the prayer of thanksgiving so that the wording does not imply
either the presumption of regeneration or being unregenerate but focuses on the
objective promise of God as well as praying for its application by the Spirit. The
weakness of this option is that we end up with an ‘FRC’ prayer and could be
perceived as being out of step with reformed tradition. However, if this new
prayer digests both previous prayers and seeks to make the biblical theology of
the covenant clearer (both in terms of the objective and subjective application),
this is more important than being traditional. In fact, the proposed prayer below is
actually a synthesis of the original prayer of thanksgiving as well as the alternate
prayer of Van Der Heyden. So it is not really a novel attempt. It makes the
primary purpose of the form primary in our practice: it is first and foremost a word
for the congregation. We believe this is the best option.
Possible reworking:
Almighty God and merciful Father, we thank and praise You, that You have
separated us from the world (1 Cor 7:14) and engrafted us and our children into
Your covenant as branches in Christ (John 15:1-2, 5). What rich privileges You
give us in Your covenant of grace: You have declared us clean in Christ (John
15:3), given us the promise of Your Spirit (Acts 2:39), and adopted us into Your
family (Luk 15:31). We stand in awe that You have signified and sealed all this to
us by Holy Baptism.
We plead through the same Son of Your love that You will be pleased to
effectually apply this promise to him/her, washing him/her by the blood of Christ
and renewing him/her by Your Holy Spirit (Tit 3:5, Rom 6:4-6). Grant that he/she
by true faith in Christ (2 Tim 1:5) will take possession of3 (Isa 56:4, 64:7) and
enjoy Your Fatherly goodness and mercy and be forgiven all his/her sins (Mat
6:12). May he/she be nurtured in the Christian faith (Eph 6:4), growing up in the
Lord Jesus Christ (Luk 2:40, 52). May he/she abide in Christ the vine and bear
much fruit (Joh 15:4-8) to the edification of Christ’s body (Eph 4:16). May he/she
valiantly fight against and overcome sin, the devil, and his whole dominion (Rev
3 The common Dutch word ‘toe-eigenen’ has often been translated ‘appropriate’ in
English, but this misses the experiential warmth of taking possession of or taking hold of
the promise.
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12:11). Bless these parents with grace to keep these weighty vows. May he/she
forever praise and magnify our Triune God (Rev 22:1- 3, 17). Amen.
In this light, we petition synod to do the following:

1) Discuss at this synod meeting the desirability of addressing the

misunderstandings and ambiguities of the prayer of thanksgiving more fully.

2) Ask consistories to study this matter in the coming year, to discuss these
options and to submit their opinions for the next synod.

3) Appoint a committee (possibly the form and confessions revision committee)

to collate the results of consistory input, consult with the CGK and HRC, and
to bring a report to synod 2020.

Respectfully submitted,
The consistory of the Monarch Free Reformed Church
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Church Order Committee Report
April 5, 2019
2019 Synod of FRC
c/o Vineland Consistory, Convening Church Esteemed Brethren,
As your committee has no special assignments at present, we functioned by
email without meeting during the past year.
Committee members include Rev. J. Koopman (Chair – term expiring); Rev. D.
Kranendonk (Vice-Chair – term expires 2021); Mr. R. Pennings (Secretary – term
expires 2021); Rev. P. VanderMeyden (term expires 2020) and Mr. J. Benjamins
(term expires 2020). Three members of our committee have been actively
working on the Ad-hoc FRC/HRC Church Order committee which is reporting
separately.
Our work is focused on keeping up-to-date versions of the Church Order and
Supplements available to the churches. Consistories looking for specific forms
can conveniently download from http://frcna.org/resources/church-order or, if the
entire document is desired in hard copy form, simply print the entire document
locally. We remain conscious of our outstanding mandate to make printed
versions available to the churches and are committed to doing so at a time when
no significant changes are imminently expected.
The term for Rev. J. Koopman is set to expire and the committee recommends
his reappointment for an additional three-year term.
Hence, our recommendations to Synod 2018 are:

1. That Synod reappoint Rev. J. Koopman for a three-year term to end in
2022.

2. That Synod approve the actions of the committee. May God richly bless
your deliberations.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee,
Ray Pennings, Secretary
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Ethical Public Affairs Committee Report
Esteemed brothers:
The Ethical Public Affairs (EPA) Committee reports the following:
1.0 The EPA Committee met twice during the past year, October 17, 2018
and March 19, 2019, and communicated by email when necessary. The
current members of the EPA Committee are Dr. J. Hamstra, Dr. G.
Kenyon, Dr. E. Nieuwenhuis, Mr. T. Postma, Rev. D. VanBrugge, and
Rev. R. VanDoodewaard.
2.0 The following items are brought to the attention of the 2019 Synod:

2.1 The Synod may recall that the committee has been working

on a document entitled, Resources for Office-Bearers in
Dealing with Bio-Ethical Questions, which articulates
principles and key considerations about the beginning of life
and the end of life. The project is substantial, involving
significant time for reflection and research.

2.1.1

The end of life section has been particularly
challenging in terms of attempting to define the
actual determination of body death. Does the lack
of brain waves signify death? We have now
concluded our discussion on this topic.

2.1.2

We have also begun researching the ethics
surrounding Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID). It
quickly became clear different physicians and
jurisdictions have different regulations and
considerations ranging from withdrawal of life
sustaining care to lethal injections. We plan to
recommend the completed end of life section to
Synod in 2020, D.V.

2.1.3

We continue to explore the diverse opinions
surrounding embryo adoption (snowflake babies).
We are currently attempting to determine a biblically
based understanding of the womb relative to the
embryo adoption context. Our plan is to submit the
completed beginning of life section to Synod in
2020, D.V.

2.2 The committee also submitted an article to the Messenger
about cannabis. It is our plan to continue to submit timely
articles written either by committee members or obtained
from other sources. The cannabis article emphasized the
dangers of cannabis use. Concerning medicinal cannabis:
the committee has reserved judgment on that but is not
convinced there is empirical scientific evidence proving its
value.
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2.3 The new provincial government of Ontario invited its

citizens to respond to a survey on the Ministry of Education
curriculum and other publicly funded school related
matters. The committee prepared a “cheat sheet” and sent
if off to all the Ontario churches, urging congregations to
complete the on-line survey and especially the section
dealing with sexual health.

2.4 The membership terms of T. Postma and Rev. R.

VanDoodeward have concluded. They are both willing to
continue for another term.

3.0 Recommendations to the Synod:
3.1 To re-appoint T. Postma for a term of 3 years.
3.3 To re-appoint Rev. R. VanDoodeward for a term of 3 years.
3.4 To approve the actions of the EPA Committee.
Respectfully submitted,
Ted J. Postma, Secretary
Ethical Public Affairs Committee
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Finance Committee Report
Esteemed Brothers,
The Finance Committee met three times in the past year and would like to
make the following recommendations and report on the various matters for
your approval.
At our meeting we appointed the following officers: Gary Neven (Brantford) as
Chairman, Gerrit Kleyn (Grand Rapids) as Vice chairman, Alex Terlouw
(Vineland) as Secretary and Jack Hoek (St George) as treasurer. Brian
Bruinsma (Hamilton) and Karl Noordam (Abbotsford) also serve on the
committee.
We are now required to file a Charities Form annually with Canada Revenue
Agency. In connection with this, we remind all the Committees to forward their
financial statements and a signed copy of the Review Program (as approved
by Synod 1997) to the Finance Committee by April 30th of each year. The
funds that fall under the Finance Committee Tax registration are: Outreach,
Publications, Refugee, Seminary, Synod, Theological Student and Youth.
We recommend that all of our Canadian churches join the Canadian
Counsel of Christian Charities, as this organization has proven to be a very
valuable resource for us. You can find them on the Internet at
www.cccc.org.
For 2019, the Canadian Consumer Price Index (“CPI”) was 2.3% and the
American Consumer Price Index was 2.4%.
1. Ministers’ Salary Guidelines:
We remind the churches that any car allowance paid to their pastor that is not
paid strictly on a per kilometer/mile basis is a taxable benefit to the pastor. The
treasurer should then provide the pastor with the proper tax form. Reports
need to be submitted to the church treasurer to show that car allowances have
been paid on a per kilometer/mile basis.
Guidelines for the kilometer/mileage allowance are set each year by the
Synodical Committee.
The committee submits for your approval:
(a) We recommend that the salaries increase by 2.3 for Canadian ministers and
by 2.4% for American ministers for the calendar year 2018. We therefore
request approval to increase the minimum salaries for ministers effective
January 1, 2018 as follows:
• Canadian ministers from C$44,980 to C$46,015
• American ministers from US$44,562 to US$45,631
(b) Increase the years of service allowance from C$527 to C$539 for up to 10
years of service.
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2. Ministers’ Emeritus Fund and RRSP/IRA’s:
The minister’s emeritus fund was designed to assist the congregations in
meeting the financial needs of their emeritus pastors. This amount is in
addition to the various government programs (i.e. CPP, OAS and Social
Security) and personal savings that a retired minister has accumulated.
Synod 2007 has approved that the assessment for the Emeritus Fund will
increase each year by the Consumer Price Index.
The Ministers’ Emeritus Fund financial statements have been reviewed by
Jack Hoek (St George) and by Jeff DeJong (Brantford) and were found to be
in good order.
The Committee submits for your approval:
(a) Increase emeritus payments as follows:
 Canadian ministers from C$29,237 to C$29,910, 65% of the minimum
recommended salary guideline as per Synod 2012
 Canadian widows from C$22,490 to C$23,007, 50% of the
minimum recommended salary guideline as per Synod 2012
 American emeritus ministers from US$28,965 to US$29,660
American widows from US$22,281 to US$22,816
(b) Increase the RRSP/IRA contributions as follows:
 Canadian ministers from Cdn $6,743 to C$6,898
 American ministers from US $6,783 to US$6,946
(c) Increase the assessment for 2019 from C$36.25 to C$37.10 per member, as
per the CPI.
Please refer to the 2019 Emeritus Assessment Summary included with the
Notes to Financial Statements to determine each congregation's quota
assessment.
(d) Approve the attached financial statements for the year 2018.
3. Pulpit Supply and Catechism Supply:
Combined Consistories East decided at their meeting in February 2013 that in
regards to pulpit exchanges no honorariums need to be paid when exchanges
are made by pastors for their mutual convenience.
This decision does not apply to emeritus ministers.
The remuneration for pulpit supply effective January 1, 2015 is $150 per
service plus synodically approved travel allowance.
The remuneration for Catechism supply effective January 1, 2015 is $100 per
hour plus synodically approved travel allowance.
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4. Needy Churches Fund:
At Synod 2008, it was approved that a church that applies for financial
assistance complete Form A for the Finance Committee.
This form is available from the Finance Committee.
The Needy Churches Fund financial statements have been reviewed by
Jack Hoek (St George) and by Jeff DeJong (Brantford) and were found to
be in good order.
In reviewing the demands placed on this fund over the past 20 years, the
committee has capped the fund at $200,000.
The committee submits for your approval:
(a) Leave the assessment at $1.00 per member for 2020.
(b) Approve the financial statements for the year 2018.
5. Miscellaneous
The committee is making the necessary amendments regarding the changes
due to recent emeritus fund clarification. Updates will be done on a regular
basis and the details will be provided online for reference separately.
After contacting our financial advisor we have been assured our mutual funds’
investments are within ethical guidelines.
The committee submits for your approval:
(a) Re-appoint for a three year term Gerrit Kleyn (Grand Rapids).
(b) Approval for new potential members for the committee: Ria Kroosbergen
(Hamilton)
(c) Approve the updated Finance committee mandate (Supplement C2)
(d) Approve the actions of the committee.
May the Lord bless your meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Alex Terlouw
Secretary of the Finance Committee
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Ministers' Benevolent (Emeritus) Fund
Statement of Financial Position
for the year ended December 31, 2018
Assets:

2018

Cash

222,829

512,446

Receivables

57,488

62,688

Investments

807,205

562,993

1,087,522

1,138,127

Total Assets

2017

Liabilities:
Accounts Payable

755

RSP Payable (pastors)

62,282

Total Liabilities

62,282

755

Beginning Balance

1,137,372

1,200,095

Operating Surplus /
(Deficit)

(49,850)

(62,723)

RSP Payable (pastors)

(62,282)

Equity:
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Total Equity

1,025,240

1,137,372

Total Liabilities & Equity

1,087,522

1,138,127
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Ministers' Benevolent (Emeritus) Fund
Statement of Operations - Income Statement
for the year ended December 31, 2018
2018

2018

Actual

Budget

120,173

130,208

Variance
%
F/(U) $ F/(U)

2017
Actual

Revenue:
Assessments
Gift
Investment Income
from Securities

-8%

5,802

127,530

5,802

-

306

33,812

(1,041)

(2,852)

35,306

35,000

(1,041)

-

160,240

165,208

-3%

(4,968)

158,490

183,775

195,000

6%

11,225

195,167

Emeritus Withholding Tax

10,602

10,000

-6%

(602)

9,521

Lump Sum Payments

15,569

15,569

0

15,569

144

200

56

136

Exchange Gain / (Loss)

Total Revenue

1%

(10,035)

Expenditures:
Emeritus Payments

Administration
Bank Charges
CCCC Membership

500

100%

500
-

820

Total Expenditures

210,090

221,269

5%

11,179

221,213

Operating Surplus

(49,850)

(56,061)

-11%

6,211

(62,723)
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Ministers' Benevolent (Emeritus) Fund
Budget and Projection
For the years ended December 31, 2019 & 2020
2018
Actual

2019
Budget

120,173

122,696

Variance
% F/(U)
$ F/(U)

2020
Projection

Revenue:
Assessments
Gift
Interest from
Securities

-2%

5,802

(2,524)

122,000

5,802

35,306

35,000

(1,041)

-

160,240

157,696

2%

2,543

156,000

183,775

195,000

6%

11,225

176,000

10,602

10,000

(602)

10,400

15,569

-

(15,569)

15,570

144

200

28%

56

125

-

500

100%

500

800

Total Expenditures

210,090

205,700

-2%

(4,390)

202,895

Operating Surplus

(49,850)

(48,004)

4%

(1,847)

(46,895)

Exchange Gain /
(Loss)

Total Revenue

1%

306

34,000

(1,041)

Expenditures:
Emeritus Payments
Emeritus Withholding
Tax
Lump Sum
Administration
Bank Charges
CCCC
Membership
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Ministers' Emeritus Fund
Notes to the Financial Statements
For the year ended December 31, 2018
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Emeritus Fund are prepared utilizing the
accrual basis of accounting. All representations are made in Canadian
dollars.
2. Review of the Books:
The financial statements of the Emeritus Fund have been reviewed, utilizing
the 1996 standard review program, by Jack Hoek (St. George) and by Jeff
DeJong (Brantford) and found to be in good order.
3. Cash
2018
193,037
29,760
33
222,829

2017
453,303
15,406
43,738
512,446

2018
187
…...57,301
57,488

2017
21,084
41,604
62,688

62,282

755

TD Canada Trust Chequing
TD Canada Trust US$ Account (in Cdn $)
TD Waterhouse Investment Account

4. Accounts Receivable:
Net Assessments receivable
Accrued interest receivable from securities

5. Accounts Payable:
RSP Payable (Pastors):
This represents the amount owed to pastors with the switch to the "self
administered" RSP program in 2016. Several younger pastors did not have
sufficient RSP deductability room (tax purposes), therefore these payments
have been deferred.

Assessments:
Congregation
Abbotsford

Opening
Balance

Curr. Yr.
Assess.
$3,231

Amount
Paid

Ending
Balance

$3,231

-

Bornholm

-

Brantford

4,940

11,538

(6,598)

Calgary

2,663

2,663

-
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Chatham

254

254

-

10,543

10,544

(0)

Dundas

8,206

8,206

(0)

Fenwick

11,147

11,147

-

4,945

-

(622)

5,224

5,224

-

Chilliwack

Grand Rapids

(5,567)

Hamilton
Lacombe

-

-

Langley

2,095

2,095

-

London

1,846

1,846

-

Mitchell

8,645

8,769

8,645

8,769

Monarch

19,245

13,353

32,598

(0)

5,625

(1,361)

Oxford

-

Pompton Plains

(1,239)

5,503

Powassan

-

St.George

14,875

14,875

-

St.Thomas

10,189

10,189

-

Vineland
Net Assessments
Receivable

12,395

12,395

-

120,173

141,070

187

21,084

Grand Rapids

(622)
(1,361)

Pompton Plains

Overpaid, apply to 2019
Exch.overpymt, apply to 2019

6. Investments:
The committee maintains the following investments in accordance with
the prescribed guidelines:

Guaranteed Deposits
Nfld. & Lab. Hydro
Government of Canada Bonds
Ontario Hydro
Prov. of Saskatchewan
Prov. of Ontario

2018 Book
Value
25,000
45,000
25,000
40,000
70,000
205,000

Fair
Market
Value
33,745
66,038
30,524
54,048
86,822
271,177

2017 Book
Value
25,000
45,000
25,000
40,000
70,000
205,000

FRC Loans
Peace Haven
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22,205

87,993

22,205

87,993
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Investments
Indwell (formerly Homestead)

150,000

150,000

Investment Planning Counsel

70,000

-

Elim Housing Society

240,000

Shalom Manor

120,000

120,000

580,000

270,000

807,205

562,993

Total investments

The committee is reporting the investments at book value.
7. 2018 Assessment Schedule
2017
Membership

2018
Assessment
($35.50/member)

Abbotsford

91

3,230.50

Bornholm

97

3,443.50

6,598.00

-

Brantford

325

11,537.50

6,598.00

4,939.50

Calgary

75

2,662.50

Chatham

193

6,851.50

Chilliwack

297

10,543.50

Dundas

417

14,803.50

Fenwick

314

11,147.00

Grand Rapids

373

13,241.50

8,296.25

4,945.25

Hamilton

333

11,821.50

6,598.00

5,223.50

Lacombe

113

4,011.50

6,598.00

-

Langley

59

2,094.50

2,094.50

London

52

1,846.00

1,846.00

Mitchell

247

8,768.50

8,768.50

Monarch

562

19,951.00

6,598.00

13,353.00

Oxford

151

5,360.50

6,598.00

-

Pompton Plains

155

5,502.50

Powassan

44

1,562.00

St. George

419

14,874.50

14,874.50

St. Thomas

287

10,188.50

10,188.50

Vineland

535

18,992.50

6,598.00

12,394.50

5,139

182,434.50

74,276.25

120,172.75

Congregation

Total
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Less RRSP
Contribution

Net
Assessment
3,230.50

2,662.50
6,598.00

253.50
10,543.50

6,598.00

8,205.50
11,147.00

5,502.50
6,598.00

-
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Needy Churches Fund
Statement of Financial Position - Balance Sheet
as at December 31, 2018
2018

2017

$ 96,773

$ 37,126

11,447

11,980

Indwell (formerly Homestead)

40,000

40,000

Redeemer University College

-

50,000

25,000

25,000

$ 173,220

$ 164,106

$ 164,106

$ 155,629

9,114

8,477

$ 173,220

$ 164,106

Assets
Cash
Receivables
Investments

TD GIC's

Total Assets

Equity
Opening Balance
Operating Surplus(Deficit)
Total Equity
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Needy Churches Fund
Statement of Operations - Income Statement
For the Year Ended December 31, 2018
2018
Actual

2018
Budgeted

Variances F/(U)
$
%

2017
Actual

Revenues
Assessments
Assessment
adjustments
Gifts received
Interest
Bank
Indwell (formerly
Homestead)

$5,139

-

(1)

-

(1)

0%

$5,143
92

1,266

1,266

192

192

100%

24
1,894

1,950

1,997

(47)

179
413

1,650
413

(1,471)
-

-2%
822%
0%

$ 9,138

$ 9,199

$
(61)

-1%

$
8,502

-

-

-

0%

-

24

30

6

25%

25

30

$ 6

25%

$

$ 9,169

$ (55)

-1%

$ 8,477

Redeemer University
College

TD GIC's

Total Revenues

$5,139

960
389

Expenditures
Payments to Churches
Administration
Bank Charges
Total Expenditures
Operating Surplus
(Deficit)

$

24

$ 9,114

$
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Needy Churches Fund
Budget for the Years ended December 31, 2019 & 2020
2018
Actual

2019
Budget

Variances
$
%

2020
Projected

Revenues
Assessments
Assessment
adjustments

5,139

Gifts received

5,190

51

1%

(1)

1

0%

1,266

(1,266)

0%

5,200

Interest
Bank
Indwell (formerly
Homestead)
Redeemer
University College

TD GIC's
New investment
Total Revenues

192

1,000

808

81%

-

1,950

2,083

133

6%

2,100

179
413

1,000

(179)
587
-

0%
59%
0%

1,000

$ 9,138

$9,273

$ 135

1%

$ 8,300

-

-

-

0%

-

24

30

6

20%

30

30

$ 6

25%

$9,243

$ 141

2%

Expenditures
Payments to
Churches
Administration
Bank Charges
Total Expenditures

$ 24

Operating Surplus
(Deficit)

$ 9,114
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$

30

$ 8,270

Free Reformed Churches of North America
Needy Churches Fund
Notes to Financial Statements
For the Year ended December 31, 2018
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Needy Churches Fund are prepared using
the accrual basis of accounting. All representations are in Canadian dollars.
2. Review of the Statements:
The financial statements of the Needy Churches Fund have been reviewed,
utilizing the 1996 standard audit program, by Jack Hoek (St. George) and by
Jeff DeJong (Brantford). The records were found to be accurate and in good
order.
3. Cash:
Cash and Short Term Deposits consist of the following:
2018
Chequing
96,773
Indwell (formerly Homestead) GIC
40,000
Redeemer
TD GIC
25,000
161,773
4

2017
37,126
40,000
50,000
25,000
152,126

Receivables:
Assessments receivable
Indwell GIC Interest Receivable
Redeemer GIC Interest Receivable
TD GIC Interest Receivable

Beg.
Balance
Abbotsford
Bornholm
Brantford
Calgary
Chatham
Chilliwack
Dundas
Fenwick
Grand Rapids
Hamilton
Lacombe
Langley
London

2018
Assess.
91
97
325
75
193
297
417
314
373
333
113
59
52

2018
823
…...9,221
…….1,403
11,447
Total
Due
91
97
325
75
193
297
417
314
373
333
113
59
52
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Amount
Paid
91
97
325
75
297
417
314
373
333
113
59
52

2017
1,069
7,272
2,650
990
11,981
O/S
Balance
193
83

Mitchell
Monarch
Oxford
Pompton
Plains
Powassan
St. George
St. Thomas
Vineland
Total

84

247
790

32

1,069

247
562
151

494
1,352
151

494
1,352
151

-

155
44
419
287
535
5,139

155
76
419
287
535
6,208

154
419
268
5,383

1
76
287
268
824
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adjustments

(1)

A/R

824

Appendix: Supplement No. C – 2
Regulations for the Finance Committee
Part 1 - Introduction
Synod 19844 adopted a proposal from the Committee Reorganization to merge
the Synodical Committees:
1) Ministers’ Retirement Fund,
2) Needy Churches Fund,
3) Ministers’ Salary Guidelines these funds to be administered by one
Committee, called: FINANCE COMMITTEE.
Part 2 – Accounting
Synod instructed as stated in the Acts 1984, that: the Committee Ministers’
Retirement Fund and the Committee Needy Churches will continue to have their
own separate funds and accounting, but may be administered by one treasurer;
The Finance Committee will continue to submit individual accounting and
required quotas to Synod for each Fund in its Annual Report along with
recommendations for salary guidelines.
Part 3 - Administration
A - The Finance Committee shall consist of a minimum of five members,
appointed by Synod upon recommendations from the Committee.
B - The term of office is for three years, however, retiring Committee members
may be reappointed immediately for another term to a maximum of 4 terms
(12 years).
C - The offices of the Committee are: President, Vice - President, Secretary, and
Treasurer, or Secretary / Treasurer.
D - The treasurer and / or the president shall each have full signing authority and
access to the Funds ‘assets in the bank.
E - Meetings shall be held at least once a year prior to the regular Synod
meetings.
F - Books and accounts shall be maintained by the treasurer and shall be
reviewed annually by two FRC members in good standing.
G - The Committee shall submit a financial statement and a report of their
activities to Synod annually, including proposals and recommendations
regarding quotas, salaries, and pensions.
H - The fiscal year of the Funds concerned shall be the calendar year.
4

See Acts of Synod 1984, Article 41, p.11, 48-49.
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Part 4 - Ministers’ Retirement Fund – (Supplement to Article 13 C.O.)
The Committee is mandated to ensure the wellbeing of serving ministers are
adequately cared for subsequent to their moving into an 'Emeritus' status. Until
2016, this was handled by the establishing of a 'Ministers' Retirement Fund'. An
annual synodical quota was assessed at the recommendation of the Finance
Committee to Synod to all congregations to fund this account in order to build up
adequate reserves to fund the retiring/emeritus pastors. Annual 'pension'
amounts were determined and approved by Synod, both for retiring ministers as
well as those for disabled ministers, widows of deceased ministers, and orphans
of deceased ministers.
Commencing 2016, Synod transferred the responsibility of a minister's retirement
to the congregations in which they served. Congregations are required to
contribute a set annual amounts to the minister's personal RRSP. The change
was applied to all serving ministers under a set age (50). Calculations of their
pension eligibility amounts based on service were remunerated to them
individually. Those serving ministers over the age of 50, as well as those already
receiving pension benefits in the current 'Retirement Fund' and remain eligible for
pension benefits as originally planned.
Due to the changes indicated above, the fund has been reclassified as 'The
Minister's Benevolent Fund'. In case of financial hardships, congregations
whose serving ministers are no longer included in this Fund, may apply for
assistance on a 'case by case' basis in the event of disabled ministers, widows of
deceased ministers, and orphans of deceased ministers.
A - Background:
Article 13 of the Church Order requires that a retired minister and his dependents
be supported honorably by the local church he has served last. Recognizing the
fact that this may impose undue hardship for some churches, Synod has
established a Ministers’ Retirement Fund to provide financial support in
accordance with the denominational call letter.
B - Contributions:
As a result of the changes approved by Synod 2016, those congregations now
responsible for assisting their ministers in planning their retirement by
contributing to their individual RRSPs will be exempt from submitting the required
annual quotas less the minimum stipulated RRSP contributions as stated in the
annual Synod report.



The Ministers Retirement Fund is funded by a quota that is established
annually by Synod.



It is recognized that since this fund has an unfunded liability, quotas will be
set at a level to help build up reserves to mitigate possible future costs.
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Churches with their own pastor are exempted from paying in to the fund (as
per Synod 2016)



The fund can earn investment income from commercial establishments.

C - Pension Benefits

•

The normal retiring age for a minister is 65 years of age. The sum of the
pension shall be as proposed annually by the Committee and submitted to
synod for approval. Only those ministers still enrolled in the Ministers’
Retirement (Benevolent) Fund commencing 2016 will be eligible for the
pension payments proposed by the Committee.

•

The Committee shall exercise in the principle of Article 13 C.O. to provide
honorably for the minister in his need, likewise for the widow and orphans of
the minister.

D - Disability Pension Benefits

•

As described in article 13 C.O. a minister who has become incapable of
performing the duties of his office, shall be eligible for pension benefits.

•

The minister shall be deemed to be disabled only when he is entitled to
receive a disability pension under the provision of the Canada Pension Plan,
or under comparable Social Security provision of the U.S.A, E - Widows’
Pension Benefits Where a minister dies leaving a spouse, and his death
occurs while in service, his spouse shall be entitled to a pension benefit
equal to: 80% of the sum of pension payable to a retired minister.

•

Payments of pension will cease in the month following when the widow
remarries or dies.

•

Those ministers deemed disabled and no longer enrolled in the Ministers’
Retirement (Benevolent) Fund based on the 2016 changes will be the
responsibility of the congregation to which they serve. Those congregations
may apply to the Ministers’ Retirement (Benevolent) Fund for assistance.
The request for assistance will be dealt with on a case by case basis.

•

The calculation method as mentioned under E shall be used for pension
benefits to a retired minister – widower

E - Orphans’ Benefits

•

Orphans of the minister or widow are entitled to receive a pension benefit
equal to the following:

•

one child - 30 % of the pension paid to a retired minister.
two children – 60% of the pension paid to a retired minister.

Limit: The total per family of three or more is not to exceed that amount of
pension benefit to which their mother would have been entitled. (80 % of a
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retired ministers’ pension)

•

Illustration: Number of orphans: (1985 Ministers’ Pension):

-

one - 30 % of $10,584 = $3,175
two - 60 % of $10,584 = $6,350
three - 80 % of $10,584 = $8,467 (maximum of three)

•

Payments on behalf of orphans shall be made to the person having custody
and control of the orphans, or when no such person is available an
authorized person may be determined by the Committee.

•

Payments of benefits to orphans will cease in the month following in which
the orphan reaches the age of eighteen years, or is employed on a fulltime
basis, or dies.

•

An exception will be made when the orphan is mentally or physically
incapacitated, evidence of which must be submitted to the Committee.

•

In order to meet necessity of life, financial assistance will be provided, if
needed.
The benefit to Orphans of deceased ministers no longer enrolled in the Ministers’
Retirement (Benevolent) Fund based on the 2016 changes will be the
responsibility of the congregation to which those ministers served. Those
congregations may apply to the Ministers’ Retirement (Benevolent) Fund for
assistance. The request for assistance will be dealt with on a case by case basis.
F - Investments

•

The Committee’s treasurers shall ensure that all monies (except funds
required to meet current liabilities) are invested in interest bearing deposits or
securities.

•

Investments shall be limited to short term bank or trust company guaranteed
investment certificates, federal and provincial government of government
guaranteed bonds, mutual funds restricted to “ethical companies/industries”,
and loans to congregations of our denomination.

•

Mutual Funds are restricted to 25% of the value of the Fund(s).

The current lending guidelines are as follows:

(a) No more than 20% of the emeritus fund may be lent out to any one Free
Reformed Church or other organization primarily supported by Free Reformed
Churches.

(b) Qualifying applicants are members’ churches and/or mission posts. Lending
Committee to be comprised of a quorum of the Finance Committee.

(c) Rates to be set based on comparable investment opportunities at a major
88
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Canadian bank.

(d) A promissory note must be signed by all parties outlining the amount, interest
rate and repayment terms.

The current investing guidelines are as follows:

(a) Investments with banks with guaranteed rates of return.
(b) Investments with Christian organizations with guaranteed rates of return.
(c) For the emeritus fund only - Investments in Mutual funds in consultation with
a Professional Financial Planner for up to 25% of the Emeritus fund balance.
Long-term projections are to be updated when the Finance Committee proposes
significant changes in emeritus fund benefits, assessments and/or investments
policies.
The lending guidelines apply to the needy churches fund as well.
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Foreign Mission Report
Free Reformed Missions International
Report to Synod 2019 of the Free Reformed Churches of North America
Esteemed brethren,
Free Reformed Missions Incorporated (FRMI) is pleased to provide you
with the following account of their actions since Synod 2018. Our board
met 4 times (June/2018, Sept/2018, Jan/2019, April/2019). Our current
executive is the following: Mr. John Brink (Chairman), Mr. Rick Postma
(Vice-Chairman), Mr. Duane Rogers (Secretary), and Mr. Dietrich
DeKruyff (Treasurer).
The current members of FRMI are: Rev. T. Bergsma (2nd, 2019); W. Bouma (2nd,
2020); J. Brink (1st, 2019); D. DeKruyff (1st, 2019); C. DeLeeuw (1st, 2021); Rev.
S. Dibbet (2nd, 2020); H. Kleyn (1st, 2020); Rev. E. Moerdyk (3rd, 2019); D. Naves
(1st, 2020); A. Otten (1st, 2020); A. Radsma (1st, 2021); R. Postma (2nd, 2019); D.
Rogers (2nd, 2021); B. Vermeer (1st, 2021)
1. GUATEMALAN CHURCHES
Nico continues to provide regular updates on the central church in Cubulco
and the four surrounding aldean churches. Guatemala has suffered from
drought four of the last five years and 2018 proved to be another year a
very warm weather causing many to lose their crops creating hardship
conditions. Nico is working together with AMG to see what the best way is
to bring relief either through supplying corn or rice or developing some sort
of agriculture program with a need to help with irrigation. Please pray for
these people that they would be sustained both physically and spiritually.
We are thankful when we see spiritual formation within these churches. For
example, AMG (Advancing Ministries of the Gospel) in Guatemala City
hosted a pastoral conference in September and each church had 2 to 3
men attend the conference. Additionally, FRMI assists in sending 3
members of the Patuy church to travel to Coban for theological training.
Sin and tragedy permeates all societies and cultures. Last fall, we were
saddened to hear an example of this in the church of Patuy. Felipe’s
daughter Victoria, recently hired as a teacher in Patuy and Cubulco, was
repeatedly raped and as a result became pregnant. This left Victoria and
her family feeling devastated. Nico was very supportive and spent many
hours with the family trying to provide biblical counsel. Nico also brought in
a team from AMG to provide counselling and legal advice. It was only a
few years back that Felipe lost a son in a tragic accident. Please do pray
for this family that God would be glorified through these dark providences.
We are thankful to hear reports of church growth in Patuy and Chirramos.
Patuy is in the process of expanding their current church building. This
church has been working for months gathering materials utilizing their own
resources and community. Last year, we were able to report that 90% of
the funds needed for a new church floor in Pichal had been raised by
themselves leaving FRMI a small balance to complete the project. These
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stories demonstrate how each church, when needs arise, are encouraged
to work within their own community while using local resources. Should the
needs exceed this, FRMI continues to advise the churches to share the
need within the Achi Presbytery. May God continue to bring academic,
emotional, and spiritual growth to all of these churches. While full
reconciliation with the central church in Cubulco is still a work in progress
and prayer need, we are thankful for small steps forward. Please continue
to pray for these churches that God would unite them and cause His
kingdom to grow. Pray also for Nico that God would give him wisdom and
courage to facilitate, encourage, and mediate when necessary.
2. EDUCATION PROGRAM
The Education Project is being facilitated by AMG and financially supported
by FRMI and Word and Deed. Last year, we reported that two after school
programs were started in the Pichal and Patuy communities. These
programs have been well received and are growing in numbers. The Patuy
center currently has 50 to 75 students and has grown from 2 days/week to
5 days/week. The Pichal center has 50 students and remains at 2
days/week. The Cubulco center has 50 students. More recently, there are
plans to move the afterschool education program away from Cubulco to the
community of Chicuxtin for various reasons.
The Cubulco program has been more difficult to grow and this new
community is quite poor providing new opportunity. We also may have use
of the old airway strip and AMG hangar property we used years ago. This
new space would allow more area for the children to play and possibly
implement an agricultural component to the program. It may even be an
opportunity to develop a school.
3. BIBLE TRANSLATION PROJECT
Last year we reported that the translation of the Bible into Achi was
completed. Since then it has gone through several revisions and is in the
hands of the Guatemalan Bible Society. We look forward to a dedication
ceremony to be held in the fall of 2019, God willing. Once that date has
been established, we will send out an invitation to FRCNA to anyone who
may desire to attend this long awaited date.
Celestino continues to broadcast the reading of the Achi Bible over the air
waves. He follows up the reading with a meditation as well as some Achi
hymns. This past February, FRMI combined its radio program into the
Hospital radio program which will be funded by Word and Deed. Celestino
will continue to do the same Bible program on Monday through Friday
while the hospital will do the weekend programming. We will be continuing
on with the Achi Bible Promotion and Literacy program for at least 2 more
years. This program will be managed by AMG and will fall under the
education agreement.
Furthermore, FRMI is looking into the possibility of translating several more
books.
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4. TRANSITION/KATTENBERG FAMILY
To help facilitate the transition process, we set up a subcommittee almost a
year ago. This committee meets monthly with Nico via Skype. We are
working on developing a Guatemalan board between a few members of
FRMI and AMG. This board will help us maintain oversight of the education
program, maintaining our legal assets, etc. Both compound and church
building will remain FRMI properties at this time. We are in the process of
finishing up a 5 year property agreement with AMG for the use and
maintenance of the compound. It is FRMI’s desire to keep Nico on as a part
time employee for periodic field visits and to maintain regular
communication via technology.
As this report comes to you, Nico, Lia and children are busy finishing up
school, packing, and so much more. The Kattenberg family has booked
their one-way tickets back to Canada for June 18. This move will
undoubtedly be a big adjustment for the family. We are thankful to already
have connection with a member in the Chilliwack congregation who has
been in contact with Nico to help them integrate back into the church and
community. FRMI has put Nico in connection with a debriefing center for
missionary families in Colorado (https://www.mti.org/dar/) Nico is currently
working on establishing a date for his family to attend. Please continue to
remember the Kattenberg family in this period of transition. Please pray
that God will give clarity, wisdom, and guidance as they re-adjust back into
Canadian life and for areas of housing, employment, schooling, etc.
5. SOUTH AFRICA
God continues to bless His work at Muhkanyo Theological College. If you
have not had the opportunity to read our latest Messenger article on the
work being done there, please read our latest article located in the January
2019 Messenger titled “Best before 2044?” 2019 will a celebratory year for
this institution as they reflect on 25 years of ministry. Mukhanyo currently
enrolls 800 plus students including over 60 distance study centers spread
throughout South Africa and beyond. Mukhanyo desires to be biblical and
reformed, striving to teach and disciple indigenous pastors, teachers and
other Christian leaders who in turn may teach others these precious truths!
FRMI has partnered in this theological training, thereby seeking to follow
Synod’s approved mandate to broaden our focus. Our partnership includes
paying the financial support (approx. $20,000 USD) of a part-time local
lecturer, sending a delegate (preferably a FRC pastor) to the field to teach
a 1 or 2 week module, and attending the Annual General Meeting every
other year (next visit Spring 2020). We are thankful for Pastor Dibbet who
has visited the field 3 times over the past few years to attend the AGM and
teach.
6. HRC/FRC COMMITTEE
We have more recently been in contact with the HRC Mission Committee
and have formed a subcommittee to explore areas where we may work
together in mission activity. It is our goal to explore and come alongside
92

Acts of Synod 2019

mission organizations where we may have a positive influence in sharing
biblical, reformed, experiential teaching wherever possible. We desire
your prayers as we begin this correspondence together seeking to
respond faithfully to Christ’s commission (Matt 28).
7. FINANCIAL
7.1. Proposed Budget
The proposed budget for the year 2019 is attached for your consideration
and approval.
7.2. Appointment of Auditors
The Mission Board has selected Mrs. Laurie Guichelaar and Mr.
Greg Neven as auditors for the year 2019.
7.3. Appointment of Directors
The board would like to re-appoint Rev. T. Bergsma, D. DeKruyff,
Rev. E. Moerdyk, and R. Postma for another three year term.
8. RECOMMENDATIONS
The Mission Board makes the following recommendations to Synod:
8.1. That the re-appointments of Rev. T. Bergsma, D. DeKruyff, Rev. E.
Moerdyk, and R. Postma for a 3 year term be approved.
8.2. That the 2018 Financial Statement be approved.
8.3. That the 2019 budget be approved.
8.4. That the appointments of Mrs. Laurie Guichelaar and Mr. Greg
Neven as auditors for the year 2019 be approved.
8.5. That the actions of the Mission Board be approved.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of FRMI,
Duane Rogers, Secretary for Free Reformed Missions International
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FREE REFORMED MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2018
2018

Notes

2017

Assets
Cash
Term Deposits
Receivables
Other

168,437
180,000
34
37,325

Total Assets

3
4

385,796

146,103
180,000
34
39,325
365,462

Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Auto Reserve Fund

52,652
-

Total Liabilities

5

39,680
-

52,652

39,680

325,782
7,362

308,253
17,529

Total Equity

333,145

325,782

Total Liabilities & Equity

385,796

365,462

Equity
Beginning Balance
Operating Surplus/(Deficit)
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FREE REFORMED MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2018
2018

2018

Actual

Budget

Receipts
Free Reformed Churches
Gifts
Interest Income
Camp Canaan
Other Churches
Subtotal

247,413
8,930
6,821
7,000
270,164

246,000
5,500
9,000
4,000
500
265,000

Disbursements
Exchange Gain/Loss
Cubulco Mission Post
Education - AMG
Mukhanyo Support
Salary and Benefits
Travel/Accomodation
Legal Fees
Office/Bank
Subtotal
Surplus (Shortage)

4
74,740
52,000
27,189
101,399
7,077
393
262,802
7,362

65,000
52,000
25,000
100,200
20,680
200
700
263,780
1,220
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2017
%

Notes

101%

6a

162%

6b

76%
175%

6c

0%

6d

102%

115%

6e

100%

6f

109%

6g

101%
34%
0%
56%
100%
603%

6h

Actual
262,287
5,815
7,933
3,500
560
280,095

(27)
48,116
74,000
25,648
99,835
14,577
417
262,566
17,529
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FREE REFORMED MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL
BUDGET
FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019 & 2020
2018

2019

Actual

Budget

2020
%

Notes

Projected

Receipts
Free Reformed Churches
Gifts
Interest Income
Camp Canaan
Subtotal

247,413
8,930
6,821
7,000
270,164

248,500 100% 7a
3,000 34% 7b
7,000 103%
7,000 100% 7c
265,500 98%

245,000
3,000
7,000
7,000
262,000

Disbursements
Exchange Gain/Loss
Cubulco Mission Post
Education - AMG
Mukhanyo Support
Salary and Benefits
Travel/Accomodation
Legal Fees
Office/Bank
Subtotal
Surplus (Shortage)

4
74,740
52,000
27,189
101,399
7,077
393
262,802
7,362

65,000
93,000
27,000
103,674
30,000
200
700
319,574
(54,074)

65,000
100,000
30,000
26,000
5,000
200
800
227,000
35,000
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0%
87% 7d
179% 7e
99% 7f
102% 7g
424% 7h
0%
178%
122%

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended December 31, 2018
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Foreign Mission Committee are prepared
utilizing the accrual basis of accounting. All representations are made in
Canadian dollars.
2. Audit of the Books:
The financial statements of the Foreign Mission Committee were
reviewed and approved by Mr. Greg Neven of Brantford and by Mrs.
Laurie Guichelaar of Seaforth.
3. Cash
Cash and Savings consist of the following:
TD Chequing & Savings
TD US Account

150,720
17,718
$ 168,437

4. Term Deposits
Christian Stewardship Services

180,000

The mission requires $100,000 available cash to handle a possible
emergency situation. The remaining funds are needed for a smooth
operation of financial affairs.
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5. Accounts payable:
Education – AMG
Mukhanyo Theological College
Payroll Liabilities
Unclaimed book allowance

33,500
13,600
4,360
1,192
$ 52,652

Income Breakdown:
6. a.
From Free Reformed Churches:

RECEIPTS FROM FREE REFORMED CHURCHES
January through December 2018
Abbotsford
Bornholm
Brantford
Calgary
Chatham
Chilliwack
Dundas
Fenwick
Grand Rapids
Hamilton
Lacombe
Langley
London
Mitchell
Monarch
Oxford
Pompton Plains
Powassan
St. George
St. Thomas
Vineland
TOTAL

Jan - Dec 18
2,740
5,074
12,625
2,453
8,863
20,537
15,768
12,945
31,895
36,723
869
2,002
2,713
11,509
27,235
3,148
7,863
4,160
16,004
22,287
247,413

b&c. Gifts & Miscellaneous:
Ladies League
Gifts, Donations
Camp Canaan
d. Income from Other Churches
None in 2018

Jan - Dec 17
2,009
6,242
12,835
3,186
9,458
24,560
14,199
14,780
32,315
48,716
2,189
1,105
3,422
9,274
20,100
850
16,293
168
4,097
14,823
21,665
262,287

$ Change
731
(1,168)
(210)
(733)
(595)
(4,023)
1,569
(1,835)
(420)
(11,993)
(1,320)
897
(709)
2,235
7,135
2,298
(8,430)
(168)
63
1,181
622
(14,874)

2,010
6,920
7,000
$15,930
$ 0

e. Cubulco Mission Post
Carry over from 2017 plus support from Guatemala Bible Society allowed for
a minimum of funds to be transferred.
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Cubulco Expense Breakdown
Expenses
Church Support
Translation
Education
Labour
Administration

f.

(In Cdn $$)
Budget

2,753
33,046
6,936
49,710
3,302

3,314
7,805
6,950
44,834
4,441

95,748

67,343

The support for AMG in education has a carry over for 2019.

g. The strong $US and volatile Zuid-Afrikaans Rand creates difficulty in
estimating donations to the Mukhanyo Theological College.
h. Travel expenses included funding teachers to travel to Mukhanyo and for
Nico Kattenberg to conduct Mission business.
7.

Budget Notes
a. Income from FR Churches does not include funding for Camp Canaan.
See 6c.
b. Other income is support from various donors and the Ladies League. It is
not possible to provide a good estimate for receipts from donors.
c. The budget for AMG does not cover the cost of sending students to
Camp Canaan. The intent is to have the Young People Societies make
this a funding project.
d.

The weak Cdn dollar will require us to use all these funds

e. Each year AMG creates a budget for the education program in
Guatemala in the Quetzal and is estimated in Cdn dollars.
f.

A commitment of $20,000 USD (approximately $27,000 CAD) per year is
annually budgeted to support the Mukhanyo Theological College.

g. Salary is based on synod guidelines for US ministers. This amount is for
one family. Included is housing in Guatemala City plus education for the
children.
h. Travel costs will be much greater in 2019 with the repatriation of Nico
Kattenberg and his family.
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INTERCHURCH RELATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
ANNUAL REPORT TO SYNOD 2019 OF THE FREE REFORMED
CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Esteemed brethren:
Your committee met on October 18, 2018, and March 21, 2019. Our present
executive consists of Mr. Connor Keuning (Chairman), Rev. Jack Schoeman
(Vice-Chair), Rev. John Procee (Vice-All; with responsibilities of recording clerk);
Mr. Edward Laman (Corresponding Clerk). The following is a brief summary of
our work this past year:

1. North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council (NAPARC)
The 44th annual NAPARC meetings can be summarized as follows:







Held on Nov. 13-15, 2018 in Philadelphia, hosted by
the Korean American Presbyterian Church (KAPC).
Our delegates were Rev. Jerrold Lewis and Rev. Ian Macleod
Reports were shared about life in each church federation and prayers
offered.
The meetings were chaired by Dr. Steve Park of the KAPC.
A highlight this year was a compelling address by Rev. Greg
Paek, a Korean missionary to Indonesia, on the challenges
and opportunities for expanding our missionary outreach
today.

The next NAPARC meetings are scheduled for November 12-14, 2019
to be hosted by the Korean Presbyterian Church of American (Kosin) at
the Rohthem Presbyterian Church in Anaheim, CA. We recommend
delegating Rev. John Koopman and Rev. Jack Schoeman to these
meetings.

2. International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC)
The next ICRC meetings are scheduled for 2021 in India or Indonesia.
In addition, there will be a meeting to organize an ICRC North American Regional
Conference on Nov. 14, 2019, following the NAPARC meetings. We recommend
delegating Rev. John Koopman and Rev. Jack Schoeman to attend this meeting,
in conjunction with their attendance at NAPARC.
CONTACT WITH CORRESPONDING CHURCHES
3. Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken (CGK) – Complete Correspondence
A recent development of note is that in October 2018, Classis Apeldoorn voted in
favour of allowing women in office. The background to this vote is as follows:
 Various CGK congregations function in close cooperation with local churches
(called “samenwerkings-gemeenten”) of two different denominations:
o GKV (Gerformeerde Kerken Vrijgemaakt, also known as the
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Liberated Reformed Churches); and

o NGK (Nederlandse Gereformeerde Kerken), a denomination
seceded from the GKV.








This arrangement involves members from the two congregations regularly
worshipping under the same roof, with a consistory made up of officebearers
from both congregations. The 2016 CGK Synod stated that these
congregations must follow the most stringent church order that applies.
The congregation in Arnhem works together with the local NGK
congregation, whose denomination has allowed women in office since 2004.
The Arnhem congregation requested permission to allow women in office,
which Classis Apeldoorn initially approved, thereby acting contrary to the
CGK Synod 2016 decision. However, the Classis has in the meantime
rescinded their decision.
We are awaiting the decision of the CGK Synod in November 2019 on this
matter.

We recommend delegating Rev. Willem Klaver to the CGK Synod in November
2019, with Rev. John Procee as alternate.

4. Heritage Reformed Congregations (HRC) – Complete Correspondence
 Mr. Arnold Devries and Rev. Ian Macleod were delegated to the 2018 HRC






synod in Jordan, ON, a highlight of which was the approval of an application
from the Dorr Reformed Church (Dorr, Michigan) to join their federation. This
involves a multi-year process, which is now going into its second year.
Observers from the Dorr Reformed Church will be seated at the 2019 HRC
Synod.
The HRC arranged the last combined office-bearers conference (2018), with
Rev. John Koopman and Mr. Kevin Ash (HRC Grand Rapids) speaking on
the challenges of dealing with disagreements at church meetings. This
coming October, the FRC will organize this event (speakers and topics to be
announced).
Our present Synod’s executive should coordinate with the HRC Synod’s
executive regarding a concurrent Synod for 2020, if so desired.
We recommend that Mr. Henk Van Rhee (Monarch) and Mr. Arnold DeVries
(Mitchell) be delegated to the HRC Synod 2019 meeting concurrently with
our Synod.

5. Free Church of Scotland Continuing (FCSC) – Limited Correspondence
 We intend to send delegate(s) to the General Assembly of the FCSC in


Scotland in May 2020.
Rev. Ian Macleod will attend their communion season in Greenville, SC, and
Mr. Connor Keuning plans to attend their American family camp in August.

6. Hersteld Hervormde Kerk (HHK) – Limited Correspondence
The oversight of the HHK congregation in Springford, Ontario has been
discontinued at their request. We have been invited to their Synod in the
Acts of Synod 2019
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Netherlands, and delegate Rev. Willem Klaver to attend on Nov. 22, 2019, with
Rev. John Procee as alternate.

7. Providence Reformed Church of America (RCA) congregation
in Grand Rapids (MI) – Restricted Correspondence

The relationship with this congregation continues to be positive, with some pulpit
supply/exchanges noted this past year. Rev. Jan-Arie Vandenberg, their present
pastor, has accepted a call to the Netherlands (PKN). Your committee intends to
meet with this congregation to maintain our good relationship and seek to offer
our encouragement and assistance.
CONTACT WITH LIMITED CONTACT CHURCHES

8. Canadian Reformed Churches (CanRef)





In light of Synod 2018’s decision, Synod’s 2nd Clerk has sent an invitation to
establish a Limited Contact relationship with the Canadian Reformed
Churches. They have recommended that their Synod, meeting on May 14,
2019, accept this invitation.
We also extended an invitation for them to attend our Synod 2019and to
have the opportunity to bring greetings on behalf of their federation.
We look forward to continue to meet with the CanRef, and plan to establish a
sub-committee at our Fall meeting.

9. Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland (RPCI)

There is nothing new to report. Our relationship with this federation
has been in place for 16 years.

10. Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC)
Mr. Edward Laman attended the General Assembly of the OPC at the concurrent
OPC- URC synod at Wheaton College, IL June 11-15, 2018 and brought our
greetings.
11. Presbyterian Reformed Church (PRC)
In light of their request to move to a higher level of correspondence, our
NAPARC delegates met with them and we recommend that, given our positive
interactions and our closeness in terms of emphases, we move them to a limited
correspondence relationship.
12. United Reformed Churches of North America (URCNA)
Mr. Edward Laman attended the URCNA Synod at the concurrent OPC-URC
synod at Wheaton College, IL June 11-15, 2018 and brought our greetings.
Our sub-committee met with their sub-committee in February to continue to
discuss the Doctrinal Statement approved by the FRC and HRC in 2006. In many
areas there was agreement, but there was also dialogue concerning areas where
there is a difference in views and emphases, such as to how we view the
102

Acts of Synod 2019

congregation, the importance placed on discriminating and experiential preaching
and the nature of confession of faith.

13. CD Requirements
Since Article 5J of the Church Order was revised two years ago, your deputies
have wrestled with the question: under what circumstances may we request a
CD? We have developed some criteria (see Appendix A) which we submit for
your information.
14. Appointments
The terms of Mr. Arnold DeVries, Mr. Connor Keuning, Mr. Edward Laman, and
Rev. Jack Schoeman will expire this year, all eligible for re-nomination. Mr.
Connor Keuning has asked not to be re-nominated, and the committee wishes to
thank him for his years of service. In light of this, we recommend that Mr. Henk
Van Rhee (currently alternate) become a primary member, and Rev. Rob
Vandoodewaard be nominated as an alternate member for a three-year term.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO SYNOD 2019
1. To approve sending Rev. John Koopman and Rev. Jack Schoeman as
delegates to the November 2019 NAPARC meetings in Anaheim, CA, as
well as to a planning meeting for an ICRC North American Regional
Conference, to take place immediately following the November 2019
NAPARC meetings.
2. To approve sending Rev. Willem Klaver to the CGK and HHK Synods in
the Netherlands, in November 2019, with Rev. John Procee as alternate.
3. To approve the combined FRC-HRC office-bearer’s conference on
“Homosexuality/Gender Identity” and The Nashville Statement for
October 2019.
4. To approve sending Mr. A. DeVries and Mr. Henk Van Rhee to the HRC
Synod 2019.
5. To approve sending up to two delegates to the May 2020 General
Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland Continuing.
6. To approve establishing a limited correspondence relationship with the
Presbyterian Reformed Churches.
7. To decide and plan for a concurrent FRC-HRC 2020 (time and location).
The HRC proposes to host it in Grand Rapids.
8. To approve the reappointment of Mr. Arnold DeVries, Mr. Edward
Laman, and Rev. Jack Schoeman, to a three-year term.
9. To approve the appointment of Mr. Henk Van Rhee for a 3-year term as
a primary member.
10. To approve the appointment of Rev. Rob Vandoodewaard for a 3-year
term as an alternate member.
11. To approve the actions of the committee.
We commend your meeting to the Lord and His indispensable blessing. On
behalf of the InterChurch Relations Committee,
Rev. John Procee, Recording Secretary
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Appendix A: FRC Interchurch Relations Committee Proposed Criteria for
Calling a CD
The changes to CO 5.J.2 at Synod 2017 with regards to visiting ministers require
consistories to evaluate the man as per 5.J.2.a and inform the IRC. The intention
of the change was to give the responsibility to the local elders while still providing
accountability by the federation through a colloquium doctum (CD) in specific
cases.
The IRC should give serious consideration to request a CD when:

1. The consistory has failed to supply the committee with sufficient evidence
that it has made a thorough inquiry concerning the preaching of the minister,
candidate or seminary student they would like to invite to preach. This
includes:

a. Listening to several sermons and providing the committee with links
to these sermons

b. A written evaluation of these sermons, paying particular attention to
whether the minister, candidate or seminary student in question
preaches in a way that is consonant with our Free Reformed
distinctive of orthodox, experiential, Reformed preaching (CO Art
5J2v) and the preaching guide approved by Synod in 2015 (see Acts
of Synod, 2015, p. 109 – see attached).
(The consistory will be given an opportunity to provide additional
or lacking information.)
OR

2. The consistory is considering extending a call to the minister, candidate or
seminary student in question.
OR

3. The consistory plans to invite the minister, candidate or seminary student in
question to preach more than once during the next 12 months.
OR

4. If any member of the committee has concerns about the minister, candidate
or seminary student in question relating to his preaching, orthodoxy or walk
of life.
OR

5. If the minister, candidate or seminary student in question is a member of a
church with which we do not have a Corresponding or Limited Contact
relationship.
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Free Reformed Interchurch Relations Committee
Preaching Guide
Synod 2014 mandated the IRC and consistories desiring to have a minister from
outside of our denomination preach on their pulpits to ensure that his preaching
is consistent with the kind of preaching that we in the FRC seek to uphold and
foster. To assist consistories in carrying out this responsibility, the IRC has
produced the following guide. We ask that consistories carefully consider the
questions posed in this guide before contacting the IRC.
Biblical
 Does he accurately and fully explain the plain meaning of the text?
Confessional
 Does he from time to time cite our confessions to further explain,
substantiate or amplify parts of the sermon?
 Are his sermons consistent with what we confess?
Experiential
 Does he give due consideration to the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart and
life of the believer?
 Does he acknowledge the struggle not only in coming to faith but also living
out of faith in Christ and does he provide pastoral guidance in this struggle?
Structured
 Are his sermons clear and logical?
Discriminating
 Does he pay attention to the various spiritual states of his hearers (true
believers, the weak in faith, those who lack assurance, those who are
deceiving themselves, those who are backslidden, those who are not saved
and are living careless lives, etc...) giving a word in season to each as time
and opportunity permit?
Searching
 Does he probe the hearts and consciences of his hearers (both believers and
unbelievers) by asking questions for self examination, exposing sin and
unbelief?
Christ centred
 Does he preach Christ from the text, pointing his hearers to Him, assuring
them of His ability and willingness to save and to help?
 Does he regularly and passionately urge his hearers to faith and repentance
in Christ?
 Does he freely and warmly offer Christ and all of His benefits to his hearers
and does he invite all of his hearers to partake of these benefits?
Balanced
 Does he give due weight in his preaching to man’s misery, how he may be
delivered from his misery and what gratitude he owes to God for such
deliverance?
 Does he give equal weight to divine sovereignty and man’s responsibility?
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT
Esteemed delegates,
We had three meetings as Outreach committee members this past year since
Synod 2018.
Our chairman is Rev. John Procee, the vice-chair, Rev. L.J. Bilkes, and the clerk,
Rev. Hans Overduin. Br. John denDekker continues to serve most diligently and
faithfully as treasurer for both the radio fund and the outreach fund. The following
is a summary of our work this year.
A. FRC US Urban Missions:
Our committee has spent substantial time at each of our meetings in reference to
the requested support and involvement of our denominational committee with the
interest of the Grand Rapid FRC to begin an outreach work on the eastern US
coast in the Manhattan city area. The October meeting dealt mostly with the
question of the legitimacy of Grand Rapids FRC to call Candidate Y.J. Lee and to
ordain him to this work with Outreach Committee support, while not yet having
the express approval of Synod to do so. There was no question of willingness on
our committee’s part to support this project, but only question on the legitimacy to
do so before Synod 2019 actually granting us permission on this matter.
The outcome after lengthy discussion at our first meeting in October was, without
at this time explicit endorsement for the call and ministry as such, simply to give,
as also requested by Grand Rapid’s consistory, “a grant of $21,000 (USD) with
the understanding that this is not a commitment to long-term funding of this work
but is given merely to explore its viability.” This has been duly conveyed to all our
churches in a letter sent to each consistory by our clerk in late October, 2018.
Two factors in relation to our decision concerning this grant was, one: the fact as
mentioned in the Acts of Synod 2018 Outreach discussion (page 50), “It is noted
that if a consistory has an outreach proposal, it should feel free to contact the
committee for assistance, reminding all the churches of the committee’s mandate
to come alongside and help outreaches. Notice is taken that there are significant
resources available and these are intended to be used for outreach purposes.”
And, two: In the 2018 Outreach committee report (found on page 128 in the 2018
Acts of Synod): “….The one paper and proposal we especially wish to highlight
involves potential ministry to Korean people [in North America]….Some
motivation for considering this outreach is due to the fact that Student Young Jae
Lee is scheduled to undergo a candidacy exam. At the same time, we realize we
cannot presume the outcome of that exam and we present this opportunity for
outreach as a ministry on its own terms apart from a person. We therefore lay
this before the churches and say that if there is a congregation or more who is
aware of a local Korean population and has a vision for outreach to them, we as
committee stand ready to help with that. We remind the churches that we have a
sizable bank account, more than $300,000— those are funds ready to work. We
look to the Lord to guide us as individual congregations and together as
denomination.”
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We submit the above in our report as our committee did receive communication
from one of our churches expressing their concern that it seemed premature and
neither in line with I Cor. 14:40 nor our Church Order, to give those funds from
our ORC fund, prior to actual Synod approval for this work. As committee we
agreed that question Synod can decide on, if necessary, whether it was
legitimate or not for our ORC to give that 21K (US funds) grant to Grand Rapids
for the planned Asian ministry in the Manhattan area.
Since then, we all know (as reported also in the January 2019 Messenger), the
Grand Rapids FRC has decided on its own to call Candidate Young Jae Lee to
serve as ordained minister for a home missionary work. There was also the
factor of visa issues which necessarily hastened this process before the end of
the year 2018. With his acceptance of the call from GR FRC, Young Jae Lee was
ordained and installed as home missionary from GR FRC on December 14,
2018.
Shortly after his ordination and installation, under the supervision of Grand
Rapids FRC consistory, Rev. Young Jae Lee and family moved to the New
Jersey area and began in the work to which he was called to serve the Koreans
in the New York city region. From the start, the Pompton Plains FRC has been
very supportive of this new project and pledged to work with Grand Rapids FRC
in promotion of this new gospel ministry. The mutually agreed plan between the
GR and PP consistories is that as the work develops towards a church plant,
under God’s blessing over time, that then also his credentials would transfer to
the PP FRC.
Presently under the oversight of a joint committee from both churches this home
mission project is being labeled and referred to as the FRC US URBAN
MISSIONS. The current oversight committee at this time consists of the following
members: Pastor Jerrold Lewis, Elder Henry Driesse, and Deacon John Prol—all
from the PP FRC, Pastor Johnny Serafini from the NJ HRC, Dr. Jerry Bilkes,
Elder Henk Kleyn, and Deacon Mark Moerdyk from the GR FRC. A detailed
report about the beginnings of the work of Rev. Y.J. Lee under the supervision of
this committee has been submitted to our Outreach Committee and is added to
our Synod Report. An informative and helpful website,
www.frcusurbanmissions.org, has been developed and is a good resource to
keep up to date on the progress of this outreach ministry.
At our March Outreach committee meeting we approved the following request
from GR FRC consistory to our committee. “When we called our brother Lee to
this ministry it was with the hope that the ministry would become a
denominationally approved outreach opportunity with the eventual goal being the
planting of a Korean/multi-ethnic FRC in the urban area of New York/ New
Jersey. With this in view we send you the request that your committee assume
responsibility for this FRC US Urban Ministries outreach and present this
initiative as part of your report to the 2019 FRCNA Synod to be an approved
denominational outreach under your oversight.”
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We agreed as committee that should Synod approve this request from Grand
Rapids FRC via our committee and its oversight and support for this work as
federation, that would mean a sub-committee being formed from our committee
to work with the present joint overseeing committee, and it would involve periodic
(at least annual) visits to review the work of Rev. Y.J. Lee. It would mean also he
would become an ex officio member of the denominational ORC, plus we would
request a member both from GR FRC and PP FRC to join our committee.
Adopting the above, means (as indicated in the Outreach treasurer’s report) a
budget proposal of 60K US funds for 2019 from July to December, and then for
2020, a budget proposal of 120K US funds. We decided to recommend to Synod
a quota for this ORC ministry of $23.00 for 2020, leaving to Synod, if they
approve the work, whether to adopt our quota recommendation or to promote
more freewill offering for the work, or some combination of the two options. As
there is no quota set for this work in 2019, if Synod approves it, we will need to
encourage free will offerings for the remainder of this year to help cover the costs
for 2019.
With all the above we decided to limit the documentation about the US Urban
Missions to be sent on to Synod as we will ask that occasion be given both to the
Grand Rapids’ consistory delegates and to Rev. Y. J. Lee to speak about the
work during our Outreach committee report discussion at Synod. Hence only one
document has been sent as Appendix to our report, along with the treasurer’s
report. Our hope is that the Executive of Synod 2019 will allow for a brief Power
point presentation (20 minutes max.) from Rev. Young Jae Lee in the
introduction of the discussion of our committee’s report to Synod. (With Synod’s
Executive approval, might this even be arranged during a meal-time with both
federations, FRCNA and HRC, present?)
B. Banner of Truth Radio Ministry
Rev. Jack Schoeman has been able to continue the radio ministry for a
broadcast every Sunday. As was planned and approved at Synod, 2018, the
work has expanded to 25 different stations mostly in Canada. The promotion of
the Banner of Truth radio ministry through the assistance of Eaglecom has been
substantial and the fruit on that promotion has also been noticeable. Quoting
from the report to our March committee meeting from our radio minister:
I have completed a series of 28 sermons on the Parables. I also did a four-part
series on Revelation 20. During the last several weeks I have been preaching
on the final sufferings of our Lord as He made His way to the cross.
I do not get a lot of feedback from the messages preached. I would say in an
average month I might get 3 or 4 phone calls and about the same number of
letters or cards (usually with a cheque enclosed which I forward on to John).
But the feedback that I do get is very encouraging. There is a hunger in North
America for sound preaching. I get most of the feedback from Ontario, Buffalo,
and Alberta. Very little if any from BC, Manitoba or the Maritimes. We may wish
to reevaluate these stations at some point…..
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I continue to be encouraged by the number of people downloading sermons. It
is normal to reach 100 or so downloads within a week or two of posting. Most of
these downloads are from North America.
I am also encouraged by the number of donations we are receiving. One
brother from Toronto who calls me regularly recently sent a cheque for
$1000.00. Most other cheques are smaller amounts ranging between $50100.00.
It is clear to me that most of the people we are reaching are already Christians.
This is to be expected since most of the stations we broadcast on are Christian
stations. Let us pray that the Lord would also use this ministry to reach those
who have never heard the gospel before….
In preparation for Missions Fest, I ordered a large sign and several thousand
cards to be printed up advertising our program and listing the stations where we
broadcast and the times. We handed many of these cards out at Missions Fest.
My plan is to distribute a package of cards to each of our churches for their
magazine rack. I hope to bring them when I come for synod. The cost for these
materials came in well below the $3,000.00 we had set aside for this
purpose.….
Thank you for your support for this ministry. I count it a great privilege and
responsibility to preach God’s Word to such a wide audience and to be the
“voice” of our denomination.
May the Lord bless our small efforts to the conversion of many and the
edification of His people. With brotherly greetings,
JS
We pray the Lord will continue to bless this means of proclaiming His gospel
word in our vast country. May He continue to strengthen and bless our radio
minister, in his diligent and faithful gospel labors of radio ministry, which is done
as an additional denominational task along with the regular pastoral ministry in
his own church.
Financially, as indicated by our BOT treasurer, Br. John denDekker, and as
shown in the submitted financial report, we have exceeded the guidelines for the
marketing side of the budget by around 10K. This is partly due to Eaglecom
Marketing miscalculating on the fee owed them, plus leaving out the factor of
exchange rates with two US stations and the matter of taxes, along with
contracting with one too many stations. We can reduce the budget to the
approved amount, if required, by cancelling some stations in August. However,
as committee we agreed with our treasurer, that it is too early to consider
dropping any station, and we need to assess over a longer period listener
response on all new stations. It was decided therefore, also because we have
sufficient reserves to cover the overrun for this year, to leave matters as they are
for now. We do encourage all the churches to continue to support this work with
much prayer and generous giving. There is much thankfulness for the support
shown to date, all by way of free will offerings. Rev. Schoeman is very grateful to
Br. John denDekker taking on most of the administrative duties in connection
with the radio ministry.
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B. Request from Langley Consistory in regards to support for a

member of Korean background, Br. Junho Hwang, for translation
work of faithful reformed books and evangelism booklets from
English to Korean.

While our committee was supportive of Langley’s request, since it was also sent
to the Publication Committee, we thought it best left in that committee’s hands,
as it relates more to their mandate than that of the Outreach Committee. Where
and when we could make use of helpful materials translated for evangelism and
outreach purposes, also in relation to the US Urban Missions’ ministry for
example, our committee would be willing to assist with the funds required or as
requested by the Publications committee.

C. Other FRC Evangelism and Outreach efforts and a discretionary
committee support cap:

There are various other Outreach projects which some of our FRC churches are
involved in, such as: The Moose Factory native outreach by Fenwick FRC, the
past years’ extensive Nursing Home ministry by Sr. Mary Overduin, as
overseen by a committee through London FRC, an extra radio ministry by Rev.
Tom Aicken, Goads and Well-Driven Nails, as supported by Langley FRC.
Many of our churches have an active annual VBS program, and a tract
distribution ministry, and regular nursing home ministries. We praise the Lord
for all the given opportunities still to tell the good news to others in our dark
times while it is yet the day of grace.
As committee from time to time we get requests for some financial help for
certain smaller local Outreach projects by individual FRC churches. Our
Committee would like to request Synod permission for a discretionary spending
amount that we may use with funding requests related to congregational
Outreach projects. Such a guideline would save us time in deciding on requests
that come to our committee. The Outreach committee recommends a $5000.00
cap be permitted us, to give out as per our discretion and which will be duly
explained and accounted for in each year’s committee report to Synod.
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D. Joint FRC and HRC Outreach meeting:
There was a letter sent to them for a possible future meeting together. The hope
is for contact with some brothers of the HRC Evangelism/Outreach committee
over a lunchtime meeting at our joint 2019 Synod meetings in Dundas FRC, God
willing. The encouraging note in this regard is that already without a meeting,
there are joint efforts taking place. We can mention here, for one example how
the present oversight committee in regards to FRC US URBAN MISSIONS
includes Rev. J. Serafini, HRC minister in New Jersey. Br. Corney Les is clerk of
HRC Outreach committee and Rev. Johnny Serafini the chairman.

E. Messenger Outreach/Evangelism Articles:
With the new executive to the Outreach committee not quite aware of the
schedule in regards to Messenger articles related to Outreach and evangelism,
we apologize as committee for not having submitted expected articles in either
the December 2018 or March 2019 issues. We have been told we are expected
to give an article of about 1600 words at least 4 times each year (in the March,
June, September, and December issues) and we now made plans accordingly,
all God willing.

F. Appointments
The terms of Pastor J. Procee, brother John denDekker, and brother Cees
Brouwer will expire this year. While this is Br. Brouwer’s first term, having moved
to the Maritimes and no longer able regularly to worship in one of our churches,
the committee mutually agreed with our brother that we replace him at this time.
As committee we express thanks to Br. Cees Brouwer for his faithful service
during his time on our committee and wish him and his family the Lord’s
blessings. The committee recommends that Pastor J. Procee and Br. John
denDekker be re-appointed for a second term each, and that in place of Br.
Brouwer, Br. Duane Rogers from our Pompton Plains FRC be appointed to a first
term.

G. In conclusion:
As stated with the opening devotions at our March 2019 meeting led by Rev. L. J.
Bilkes, focusing on Psalm 127, in particular verse 1, how we need to do
our work also of evangelism and outreach all in humble dependency on the
LORD. Psalm 127:1 declares, “Except the LORD build the house, they labour in
vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in
vain.” Rev. Bilkes mentioned how this opening verse and whole psalm tells us of
our utter dependence on the LORD in every aspect of our lives, individually and
corporately. This is something we need to learn and keep learning. It’s a
necessary lesson, a difficult lesson, and a blessed lesson. May we all know and
reflect by God’s grace and Spirit, constant humble dependency on the Lord in
home life, church life, and also in evangelism and gospel outreach endeavors
and ministries. It’s a lesson the LORD is willing to teach us—especially by Christ
Himself, the Master-builder and Preserver of His Church. With this in mind and
Acts of Synod 2019

111

heart, may the LORD be our helper and guide also in this committee in all our
gospel outreach. We pray God’s blessings on all the deliberations and decisions
of the FRCNA 2019 Synod meetings, also as it relates to the matters of the
Outreach committee.

H. Recommendations:
1. To accept the Grand Rapids request for our denomination to

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.

support and take oversight over the Outreach ministry of FRC US
URBAN MISSIONS, with ongoing close cooperation from the Grand
Rapids and Pompton Plains congregations.
To accept accordingly, a $23.00 quota for Outreach ministry for
2020 and to encourage extra free will offering for 2019 for
supporting this work the last half of 2019.
To continue showing support for the BOT radio ministry by way of
our prayers and free will offerings.
Acceptance of a discretionary spending cap of $5000.00 on funding
requests related to FRCNA congregational Outreach projects.
Encouragement regarding further contacts and cooperation with
HRC Outreach/Evangelism Committee
Appointments:
a. To reappoint Rev. J. Procee, and Br. John denDekker for a
second term, ending 2022.
b. To appoint Br. Duane Rogers for a first term, ending 2022.
To approve the 2018 financial statements and 2019 budget/2020
projection.
To approve the actions of the committee.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the FRCNA Outreach Committee,
Rev. Hans Overduin, Secretary
April 2019
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Outreach Committee
BALANCE SHEET
December 31, 2018

Note

Current
year
Dec 31,
2018

Comparative
Dec 31,
2017

ASSETS
Cash and short term
deposits

2

283,915

349,258

Accounts receivable

3

225

11,236

$284,140

$360,495

0

0

0

0

360,495

273,731

0

86,763

Total equity

$360,495

$360,495

Total liabilities and equity

$360,495

$360,495

Total assets

LIABILITIES
Outstanding cheques and
accounts payable
Total liabilities

EQUITY
Opening balance
Operating surplus
(deficit)
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Outreach Committee
STATEMENTS OF REVENUE AND DISBURSEMENTS
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2018
Actual
Actual
Budget
Budget
2018
2017
2018
2019

Forecast
2020

Revenue
Assessments

Note 4

0

51,066

Collections

Note 4

5,339

60,332

637

623

5,809

726

$11,785

$112,747

$0

35,000

25,000

35,000

Book sales (True Path to
God)
Interest income
Total revenue

120,000
15,000

3,500

3,500

$18,500

$123,500

80,000

160,000

Disbursements
Powassen outreach support
Powassen travel costs

782

Banner of Truth expansion

25,000

FRC Grand Rapids (Y.J. Lee)

28,140

25,000

US Urban
Mission
Office and bank charges
Total
disbursements

Operating surplus (deficit)
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201

125

200

200

$ 88,140

$25,983

$60,125

$80,200

$160,200

$(76,355)

86,763

$(60,125)

$(61,700)

$(36,700)
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Outreach Committee FRCNA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
1. Review of the statements:
The financial statements of the FRCNA Outreach Fund have been reviewed by
Thomas Schenderling and James VanderZwan. They were found to accurately
represent the financial transactions and current position of the fund.
2. Cash and short-term deposits:
Chequing account
Savings accounts
Guaranteed investment certificates

Dec 31, 2018
$ 1,910.36
200,804.31
81,200.00

Dec 31, 2017
$
1,048.80
58,209.66
290,000.00

$ 283,914.67

$ 273,687.00

3. Accounts receivable:
Collections for 2018 received after year end
Free Reformed Publications, book sales
2018

$ 114.25

$

11,236.07

$

11,236.07

110.70
$ 224.95
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4. Summary of revenue from congregations:
Congregation
Abbotsford
Bornholm
Brantford
Calgary
Chatham
Chilliwack
Dundas
Fenwick
Grand Rapids
Hamilton
Lacombe
Langley
London
Mitchell
Monarch
Oxford
Pompton Plains
Powassan
St. George
St. Thomas
Vineland

Membership
91
97
325
75
193
297
417
314
373
333
113
59
52
247
562
151
155
44
419
287
535
5,139
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Collections
and Gifts
161.45
3,380.00

527.44
355.95
800.00
114.25

$5,339.09
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Average
Contribution
per Member
1.66
10.40
1.41
3.15
13.56
2.20
$ 1.04

FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast
BALANCE SHEET
December 31, 2018
Actual
2018

Comparative
2017

ASSETS
Cash and short term
deposits

Note 3

Accounts receivable

Note 4

Total assets

$

148,847

$

10,606

130,659
13,171

$

159,453

$

143,829

$

11,429

$

7,408

LIABILITIES
Outstanding cheques and accounts
payable
Total liabilities

11,429

7,408

EQUITY
Opening balance

$

Operating surplus (deficit)
Total equity

Total liabilities and equity

$
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136,422

$

146,069

11,602

(9,647)

148,023

136,422

159,453

$

143,829
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast
STATEMENTS OF REVENUE AND DISBURSEMENTS
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2018
Actual
Actual
Budget
Budget
Forecast
2018
2017
2018
2019
2020
Revenue
Assessments *

Note
5

0

0

Collections & gifts

$88,853

$71,035

$85,000

$129,400

$132,400

Private donations

4,979

5,045

4,200

5,000

5,000

Bank interest

1,387

2,233

2,000

1,500

1,500

$135,900

$138,900

Transfer from FRCNA
Outreach

25,000

Total revenue

25,000

$120,219

$78,313

$116,200

$91,620

$84,574

$86,500

Disbursements
Broadcasting costs

Note
6

Broadcast & digital
development

$109,000

$112,000

25,000

Eaglecom Marketing fees

2,255

5,350

5,350

Digital advertising

4,920

14,750

14,750

Podcast

513

550

550

Website

4,613

500

500

5,000

5,000

500

500

Administration

4,050

3,300

4,000

Promotional material

480

Office and bank charges

167

87

700

250

250

$108,617

$87,961

$116,200

$135,900

$138,900

$11,602

$(9,647)

0

0

0

Total disbursements

Operating surplus (deficit)

* 2017 assessment reduced to zero; broadcast ministry supported soley by collections and gifts.
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2018
1. Significant accounting policies:
The financial statements of the Radio Evangelism Fund are prepared using
the accrual basis of accounting. All representations are in Canadian dollars.
The exchange rates used for the financial statements are as follows:
Closing
1.255
1.364

2017
2018

2. Review of the statements:
The financial statements of the Banner of Truth Broadcast Fund have been
reviewed by Thomas Schenderling and James VanderZwan. They were
found to accurately represent the financial transactions and current position
of the fund.
3. Cash and short term deposits:

Canadian chequing accounts
US$ chequing accounts (converted
to Can$)
Canadian savings accounts
Canadian term deposits

Dec 31, 2018
$ 10,209.77

Dec 31, 2017
$ 3,658.78

4,426.30
31,016.63
103,194.57

1,851.93
23,078.40
102,069.63

$148,847.27

$130,658.74

$ 9,302.45
1,303.13

$ 12,525.96
644.72

$10,605.58

$ 13,170.68

4. Accounts receivable:
Collections for 2018 received after
year end
GST refund for 2018

5. Summary of revenue from congregations:

Congregation
Abbotsford
Bornholm
Brantford
Calgary

Members
91
97
325
75

Collections
and Gifts

Direct
Broadcast
Payments

1,165.00
2,070.65
5,760.00
2,489.00
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Dec 31,
2018 Total

Average
Contribution /
Member

1,165.00
2,070.65
5,760.00
2,489.00

12.80
21.35
17.72
33.19
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Chatham
Chilliwack
Dundas
Fenwick
Grand
Rapids
Hamilton
Lacombe
Langley
London
Mitchell
Monarch
Oxford
Pompton
Plains
Powassan
St. George
St. Thomas
Vineland

193
297
417
314

3,029.11
4,535.00
7,776.00
1,164.25

373
333
113
59
52
247
562
151

3,182.21
10,566.00
330.55
1,870.00
936.00
4,446.00
10,200.00

155
44
419
287
535

2,786.00

5,139

3,029.11
4,535.00
7,776.00
1,164.25

15.69
15.27
18.65
3.71

9,952.21
10,566.00
330.55
1,870.00
936.00
4,446.00
12,689.00
0.00

26.68
31.73
2.93
31.69
18.00
18.00
22.58
0.00

3,820.00
5,591.75
7,876.50

2,786.00
0.00
3,820.00
5,591.75
7,876.50

17.97
0.00
9.12
19.48
14.72

$77,105.02

$11,748.00 $88,853.02

$17.29

6,770.00

2,489.00

5. Broadcasting costs:
2018
Radio CJYE, Oakville, ON
Radio CKNX, London, ON
Radio CHRB, Calgary, AB
Radio CJCA, Edmonton, AB
Radio CHJX, London, ON
Radio CJTW, Kitchener, ON
Radio CKSW, Swift Current, SK
Radio CFAM, Altona, MB
Radio CJRI, Fredericton, NB
Rado CITA, Moncton, NB
Radio CJLU, Halifax, NS
Radui CIOG, Charlottetown, PE
Radio KARI, Blaine, WA
Radio WDCX, Buffalo, NY
Radio WFUR, Grand Rapids, MI
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Annual
$ 12,478.50
8,873.60
13,966.48
5,863.00
1,392.30
1,458.60
2,706.00
2,525.60
1,350.00
618.74
1,237.50
618.75
10,560.22
11,500.91
6,770.00
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2017
Annual
$ 12,223.11
8,692.00
12,838.50

10,640.75
13,133.12
6,752.75

2019
Budget
$ 12,950.00
9,200.00
12,650.00
13,850.00
3,200.00
3,450.00
6,400.00
6,000.00
3,250.00
1,500.00
3,000.00
1,500.00
10,400.00
12,900.00
6,850.00

Pan American, Africa
Pan American, East Africa
Pan American, Phillipines
SermonAudio
Wilden Media, program tagging
Total broadcasting expenses

2,991.00
3,132.34
1,705.90
640.95
1,230.00

7,204.86
7,053.15
4,167.08
638.57
1,230.00

670.00
1,230.00

$ 91,620.39

$ 84,573.89

$109,000.00

Acts of Synod 2019

121

Appendix: FRC US URBAN MISSIONS
Report to the FRCNA Home Missions Committee
I. Vision
FRC US URBAN MISSIONS aims to reach out to the American/Korean
community in the New York metropolitan area with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
First and foremost, we desire to preach the gospel to the rich and poor, and the
young and old in the city (Mark 16:15; Matthew 11:28). Also, we aim to share
the Reformed perspective of preaching and teaching with the non-Reformed
communities around the city in the hope of establishing a church plant of the
Free Reformed Churches of North America. (Matthew 16:18-19).
II. Purpose
FRC US URBAN MISSIONS tries to take the great opportunity to preach the
gospel to the larger number of populations in the city. While it may be more
demanding to maintain the Christian ministry within the city due to its
challenging environment (materialism, individualism, consumerism), it provides
a unique opportunity for missional work as it is ethnically the most diverse
place. The Urban Missions will obey the command of Jesus Christ as recorded
in Matthew 28:19-20 and do accordingly. The observation gleaned from the
horizon of the church situations in the city shows that solid Reformed Churches
based upon the word of God is losing their ground more and more as their
influence becomes weaker in the city due to their small number. The Urban
Missions will attempt to recover the lost ground of the Reformed churches in
the city (Genesis 12:3).
III. Demographics
Bergen County, New Jersey is well known for its high number of Korean
American residents. According to the 2010 U.S. Census, 52 percent of the total
population of Palisades Park was Korean Americans.
That means one out of two residents under the government of this municipality
is from Korean ethnicity. Furthermore, Bergen County has the highest
percentage of Koreans compared to any other county in America.5 Most of
municipalities that have population density of more than 500 Korean Americans
per square mile are located within the greater New York area, the same
statistical research says.
What is more noteworthy than the high Korean population density in New
Jersey/ New York City, is that there are so many ethnically diverse people
groups in the same area. Chinese speaking people, Spanish speaking people
and other language users other than English have been coming to visit and live

5

(Accessed on 21 February 2019,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_U.S._cities_with_significant_KoreanAmerican_populations).
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in the metropolitan area of New York over the last couple of decades.6 In
addition, every year 56 million travelers come to Manhattan for various
purposes nationally and internationally.7 New York City/ New Jersey is one of
the most culturally diverse places in the world, let alone in America.
This outreach opportunity comes with also challenges. As much as the
opportunity looms very great, the challenges should not be overlooked. First,
there is a significant percentage of poor and aged people within the urban
boundary. It is thought that the gospel is even more good news to the poor but
the burden that needs to be shared with these needy people is not only about
their physical needs but also about their more pressing and urgent spiritual
needs. Their brokenness is both inside and outside.
Second, the multi-cultural aspect of the city life points out that no one culture
should be dominant over the others given they are all relative to each other.
More forward-looking conversations and dialogues between different cultural
groups are so much desired and recommended in our days to renew the
existing relationships and to develop them further into a steady communal
commitment. Discrimination based on external terms such as race, language
and culture, is not biblical practice, but to practice the biblical principles such as
love and mercy toward the strangers in the urban area requires a lot of
patience, energy, a measure of self-denial and time.
Third, the clear gospel preaching has never been wanted more than among the
current English speaking second generation of the newer immigrant groups.
The gospel is the only way that various people groups could be truly united as
nothing will be more crucial to anyone than to know how a sinner could be
reconciled with God. As far as the American context is concerned, the common
language between the different people groups is English. Therefore, the gospel
should be rigorously preached promiscuously to all people groups across the
seeming barriers such as cultural, economic and social status.
IV. Strategies
In order to plant a Reformed church out of a multi-ethnic environment, creative
yet necessary approaches should be employed. This report will end with this
section of various strategies that will be implemented or that have been
implemented for the last several weeks since the beginning of this new ministry
in 2019 (FRC US URBAN MISSIONS).

A. The Internet and social media approach

6

Accessed on 21 February 2019, https://www.google.com/search?ei=1e2jWG5DIafjwSS_6iYCg&q=ethnic+diversity+in+New+Jersey&oq=ethnic+diversity+in+New+Jersey
&gs_l=psy- ab.3.3.0i22i30l5.143344.148670..148965...0.0..0.197.2699.26j4......0. 1..gwswiz
0j0i71j35i39j0i131j0i131i67j0i67j0i131i20i264j0i20i264.Kk_BLzuoKLk)
7 Rev. William Jones at New York Gospel Ministries (Accessed on 21 February 2019,
https://www.sermonaudio.com/playpopupvideo.asp?SID=5117548421).
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The Urban Missions would actively engage with the computer and phone users
in our days. The first thing is to set up a webpage that would promote the urban
missions. Currently, a webpage is being developed with the domain name,
www.frcusurbanmissions.org. Following this webpage, there would be different
social media linked to this webpage and they include mainly the Facebook and
the Instagram. The regular and consistent uploads in these media such as
pictures, sermon files or translations over time would establish the ministry and
attract like-minded organizations or individuals.

B. The traditional outreach approach
1. The evangelism effort in the neighbourhood of FRCPP
The Free Reformed Church of Pompton Plains currently puts her great
outreach effort in the lives of people who need support due to their previous
addictions, broken families or their broken bodies. The same congregation is
willing to be a help to the outreach ministry to those who have not yet been
introduced to the Reformed faith and its preaching and teaching. In fact,
Wayne, which is not far from Pompton Plains has some Korean Christians, but
it is understood that their experience with the Reformed churches is very
limited due to the language and cultural barrier. The various church programs
created to meet the needs of the Korean Americans are very effective.
Nonetheless, the Reformed church should be introduced for the benefit of the
Korean Christians.
Furthermore, the same congregation could be known to other people groups
who recently added their numbers to the existing population. It is not difficult to
see other language users on the street in Pompton Plains coming from Asia,
Mexico or the Middle East.
As a missionary family, we are willing to go over the cross-cultural boundary in
New Jersey area. It sounds very adventurous but when it is considered that we
are also foreigners in America, we have an increased perception about the
common grounds with other immigrants or workers. For example, I had a very
good conversation with a banker at Wells Fargo Bank as I was opening a new
bank account with them. He shared with me that he was from Syria as a
refugee due to the civil war in his home country. I knew from the Korean history
how hard it is to be divided politically as one people group and one nation. He
also was sympathetic about the new life in America for us. In this way, we were
more readily able to come to the common ground between us as foreigners.
When I invited him to the church service at FRCPP, he did not say positively
but his reaction was rather appreciative of it than being against it.
2. Translation of articles of “The Messenger”
The monthly denominational magazine, “The Messenger” has useful articles
every month. It covers a variety of aspects of Christian living and doctrines
based on the Reformed perspectives. I am currently translating Dr. Murray’s
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“Joyful Theology” from January and February issues. These translation efforts
will not be the main ministry, but these could be very effective and necessary
tools for those who want to know more about the Reformed tradition. These
articles could be the stepping stones toward deeper Reformed theology.
3. Preaching within and without the church building/ Handing out the gospel tracts
I am currently seeking preaching opportunities among the churches, including
Korean ethnic churches. For example, I was asked to preach in New York Pure
Presbyterian Church in Flushing this coming July. In this way, it is my hope that
the Reformed preaching may be known to more people. There are also more
concentrated areas with population in New Jersey near Palisades Park and
Fort Lee by the Hudson River. I believe that street preaching in these areas
could reach more people than other places.
Handing out the gospel tracts is a traditional method, but it is worthwhile as it
may lead to a meaningful conversation with the local people. I have also made
a name card and it will give people some contact point for the future occasions.
As soon as people hear me preaching or know me to be a pastor, many of
them want to know which denomination I am part of. In that case, my name
card can be a useful tool because they could contact me for the future
preaching opportunities.

C. The needs-based approach
1. New York Gospel Ministries
I have been serving in Manhattan every Wednesday since the end of January
2019. NYGM runs a food pantry with the great quantity and quality of donated
foods from local Trader Jo retail shops in Manhattan. They offer three services
on Wednesdays and two services on Saturdays. Every time people come on
these days, they get food, but they first hear the word of God preached to them
through a recorded sermon video or through live preaching. What is noteworthy
is that the sermons are preached in different languages. On Wednesday, 11:00
a.m. service is in Chinese; 01:00 p.m. service is in Spanish; and 03:00 p.m.
service is in English. I was asked to preach in the English service on 20
February. I will be speaking again in the coming weeks (on 27 Feb. and 06
Mar. 2019).
When I am not preaching Wednesdays, I am also called on to assist the food
pantry users with their big food carts as they must use the steps of this old
church building. I was so blessed to meet with all these needy souls whom
otherwise I may not be able to encounter without the need for food. They come
for both physical and spiritual food and when their pressing needs are met,
every person walks out of the old church building with beaming smiles across
their faces, men and women, young and old alike. The happy virus reaches the
highest when these needs are met right at NYGM and I am currently so
blessed to be there every week. Serving these needy, underprivileged and
poor people at that time is a great joy to me.
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2. Leading Sunday morning services at Rehab centres in New Jersey
I have been asked to serve as a volunteer preacher at two Rehab centers on
alternative weeks. One is Hudson View Care & Rehab Centre at North Bergen
and the other is Country Arch Care Centre at Pittstown, New Jersey. In these
places, they worship every Sunday morning in their respective building. They
want to worship on Sundays, but they also need a preacher who could come
for them at that time because they could not any more move out of the facilities
due to their age and health conditions.
Traveling for one hour for each trip on every Sunday morning may sound long
but the preaching opportunity to the elderly Korean people who want to worship
on Sundays in their mother tongue is so precious. It is my desire to be found
faithful with them as they do not stop worshipping God till their hearts stop on
this earth. These Korean sermons are recorded so that they could be uploaded
in the new webpage (frcusurbanmissions.org). It is also my intention to get to
know the relatives and family members of those I minister to every week as the
opportunity may arise in the future (Funerals, sickness and birthdays).
3. Serving with the most vulnerable households’ need
I am planning to use food resources more creatively. I was informed by Rev.
Johnny Serafini that there are more food shops that want to donate to NYGM,
given their diligence and faithful good deeds ministry over a period of several
years throughout the year. If there is a vehicle available, then I could pick up
those foods from the shop. After sorting out, the foods could be distributed to
the most vulnerable families in New Jersey. Obviously, by doing this, my
intention is to get to know the people’s spiritual needs and to guide them
accordingly.
4. Serving with the new immigrants’ settlement
This is a very common practice. The new comers fresh off the boat or flight into
America often need extra care such as moving, preparing a home, finding a
school and church community, moving around in town and getting government
documents ready and finding health facilities and grocery places. The needs
are very time sensitive because these are only needed at the beginning period
of settlement, but this kind of helping hands ministry can be impressed upon
the hearts of the new comers. I am sure that the Asian people may welcome
this kind of temporary help without any strings attached to the needed services.
5. Serving with the home needs of the adult international students
The international students are often far away from their home countries and
their families. While they stay in America as students in colleges and
undergraduate schools, they want to experience home-like environment for
special occasions during their stay (their birthdays, traditional holidays and
special milestone events like graduation or moving). It is my intention to offer a
regular fellowship meal gathering at my home or at the fellowship hall at
FRCPP for those international students.
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6. Serving with the families with special difficulties
Life is full of hardships and they need extra support when life gets tougher
especially as people far away from home. Cultural conflicts and generational
gaps within the immigrant families can become real problems and with the
language difference between the first-generation parents and the secondgeneration children within a family the pressures could be even greater.
Contemporary American values are not all biblical. Therefore, the affected
families need to be supported based on the firm and solid biblical ground of a
family. No doubt that there is a huge hole to fill at every conflicting marriage or
disharmonious family and the role to play by the church in this regard in the city
never have been greater than now. I seek wisdom and prayer for this real
needs and problems around the Christian families.

D. The adventurous approach
1. The Bible study group for office workers at Manhattan
Manhattan is the center of international business and commerce. Many headquarters of international organization and corporations are found in downtown
Manhattan. A Reformed Bible study for the office workers during a weekday
evening can be a great start for a church plant in New York City. If necessary,
such space can be arranged with NYGM place at 350 W. 26th Street New York.
2. The free Korean lessons at FRCPP
Currently a flyer is being developed for a free Korean course. This course is to
last for about 7 to 8 weeks at FRCPP with intention to help the Reformed
church to be known among various people groups in Pompton Plains. Korean
is my mother tongue and I would like to interact with people who may want to
learn Korean. This could be developed into a small Bible study group in the
future.
3. The Bible study gathering at a local restaurant at Palisades Park
The Christian gathering does not always have to take place at a home or
church building. It could also happen right at the cultural centre of the general
folks. The restaurants are naturally attractive place to many Korean people as
they miss more of their traditional food due to their homesickness. Occasional
use of a local restaurant near Palisades Park where half of the population is
made up of Koreans can be potentially impacting the people.

E. The Family
With help from the organizing team the Lee family has secured affordable
health insurance, a new family vehicle, a ministry dedicated vehicle, Christian
School enrollment, and permission to work in the USA. Pastor Lee’s current F1 (student visa status) has been extended through the end of 2019. He will
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be guided through a change of status to an R-1 (religious worker status) by an
attorney who is already aware of this need. Their membership and credentials
currently reside with GRFRC, the calling church.

F. The Budget
The call letter stipulated the compensation package that is summarized here:
Wage

Salary
Housing & Utilities
Retirement

2019
50,000
30,000
6,783
86,783

Ancillary Benefits
Health Insurance Premium
Expenses - PD, Tech, Book
Mileage & Transportation
Retirement Match - 3%
Christian Education

16,596
3,500
2,000
1,500
5,000

Total

28,596

FICA

3,825

Grand Total

119,204

The current oversight committee includes Pastor Jerrold Lewis, elder Hank
Driesse, and deacon John Prol from our PPFRC, Pastor Johnny Serafini from
the NJHRC, Dr. Jerry Bilkes, elder Henk Kleyn and deacon Mark Moerdyk from
the GRFRC. We have met twice with zoom technology and have a meeting
scheduled for March 7 to which Pastor H. Overduin has been invited.
Pastor Lee and the oversight committee presents this report for your
information and consideration at your March 20 Home Missions Committee
meeting. Elder Kleyn and Pastor Lee have been invited to your meeting and
look forward to it, the Lord willing.
The Oversight Committee
February 22, 2019
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Publications Committee Report
to FRCNA Synod 2019
Esteemed delegates,
Your Publications committee was able to meet twice since Synod 2018. Our
chairman is Rev. Jerrold Lewis, our vice-chairman is Rev. Ian Macleod, Rev.
John Procee serves as recording clerk, and Mr. David Tamminga (Vineland) as
corresponding clerk. In addition, Mr. John denDekker (Langley) serves as
treasurer. We are also very grateful for the diligent work over the past year of Mr.
Henk Kleyn (Grand Rapids) as publications coordinator, Mr. Herman
denHollander (Dundas) as marketing coordinator, Mrs. Janey Slingerland
(Calgary) as publications administrator, and Mr. Kevin Marcy (Bornholm) as
shipping coordinator. We are pleased to report on the following:
1. Periodicals
1.1 The Messenger
We are thankful to the Lord that under the direction of Dr. Jerry Bilkes (editor)
and Rev. David Kranendonk (assistant editor), we may continue to publish The
Messenger, with eleven issues reaching our congregations this past year. We
wish to thank all who contribute articles and/or input to the publishing process.
We trust that this church magazine continues to provide spiritual edification, as
well as to bind us together as a denomination, by God's grace.
1.2. Open Windows
Our denominational magazine for children will be going into its 12th year of
publication this summer! We are grateful for the efficiency with which this
attractive and helpful resource is published. As we have done in the past, we
encourage consistories to use this resource as an evangelism/outreach tool,
perhaps by sponsoring subscriptions for unchurched families who participate in
local outreach efforts, such as Vacation Bible School. May the Lord bless these
word-seeds sown to the young minds and hearts that read them.
2. Printed Publications
2.1. Yearbook
We are grateful for the work of Mr. David Tamminga and Rev. Joel Overduin in
the production of the 2019 FRC Yearbook. It includes a year in review article
written by Rev. Joel Overduin, as well as a sermon by Rev. Lawrence Bilkes,
preached at the funeral service of the late Rev.Gerald Hamstra.
The committee has observed that some consistories presently do not purchase
this book for all its member families. The committee would like to encourage
consistories to do so as it is a valuable resource containing useful
denominational information and serves to bind us together as federation.
2.2. Reading Sermons
Rev. Pronk has been in touch with us regarding a series of sermons he preached
on Romans. These should be available online soon. We remind ministers to
submit new reading sermons to the committee’s corresponding clerk.
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2.3. Publications Completed
Mr. Henk Kleyn continues to serve us as committee as new publications
coordinator. We are able to report on the following printings in the past year:
a. Reprinted the OT and NT Commentaries for Sunday School Teachers by
Douma and Tazelaar.
b. Reprinted What we Believe and Confess, The Ten Commandments, and
The Apostles’ Creed by Rev. C. Pronk.
c. Reprinted Simplified Catechism by Rev. C. Pronk.
d. Reprinted Infant Baptism and the Scriptures by Dr. A. Baars. This
booklet was also edited and re-typeset for this reprint.
e. Printed the NKJV version of “The Believer’s Only Comfort” Catechism
curriculum by Rev. J. Schoeman.
2.4. Publications in Process
We are still in process with the following publications:
a. A Goodly Heritage by Rev. C. Pronk. This book is being published by
Reformation Heritage Books in Grand Rapids; however, we wish to
report that it is in the final editing stages and is scheduled to be
published this year.
b. Commentary on the Lord’s Supper Form by Rev. J. Westerink. This book
is being prepared for publication, but due to several delays has not yet
been published. One such delay is the reworking of various illustrations
for a North American audience.
c. We continue the process of uploading some of our books to Amazon’s
Kindle e-book store. In the past year, we have added: Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah and Hosea by Rev.
d. J. Westerink; Joshua: a Book of God's Faithfulness by Rev. P. Den
Butter; Devotional Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew by Rev. Kuldip
Gangar; and Holy Baptism by Rev. Gerald Procee. It is our prayer that
this will not only make our books more accessible to our members, but
also to people around the globe with internet access.
e. We are in the early stages of producing additional children’s devotional
material, and we expect more information to be available for Synod 2020.
It should be noted that due to the present currency exchange, we are currently
researching Canadian printers to use when printing our books.
3. Storage and Shipping
Mr. Kevin Marcy continues to manage all our shipping needs. Due to a recent
relocation, the book stock is presently stored at Bornholm Free Reformed
Church. We are thankful for Kevin’s diligent and reliable work.
4. Marketing & Promotion
As committee, we are thankful for the work of Mr. Herman denHollander in this
capacity. Again, this year, we are printing and distributing an FRC Publications
Catalogue to be sent to all consistory clerks, along with a pdf copy for distribution
to members. Our hope is that by way of this catalogue, more members will know
more about what we've published and that we can increase our sales this way.
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In addition, we are pursuing producing promotional posters in order to promote
these in our local churches via bulletin boards.
We remind you that orders placed can now be paid for with credit card.
5. Committee Meetings Audio-Video Conferencing
Our denominational committees have often experienced frustration and loss of
time when connecting committee members who call in remotely. When using
Skype, both the meeting attendees and the remote member often find it difficult
to follow what is being said. In addition, visual contact is limited.
To alleviate this perennial challenge, we have asked Mr. John Wilbrink to
investigate a reliable video conferencing system for us, which he has done. A
trial run this past March was well received by our various committees. Those
calling in were able to see the meeting participants thanks to a camera in the
meeting room, and those at the meeting were able to see the person(s) calling in
thanks to a large screen that was set up. The program being used is Microsoft
Teams, which is intuitive and user-friendly. With some future tweaks to the
equipment for our October meetings, (the expectation is that those who have
no/slow internet and need to call in by telephone will also be able to conference
directly into the meeting) it is our hope that going forward, the time-consuming
frustration of connecting remote participants will be greatly alleviated. Further
information can be found in the Synodical Treasurer’s report. We are grateful for
his work and time to better facilitate our bi-annual denominational committee
meetings in this way.
6. Reformed Book Services Joint Venture
Last year we noted that we were involved in some exploratory discussions with
Reformed Book Services to investigate whether there are ways and means that
we can work closer together. At our October 2018 meeting, it was decided that
this is not feasible, and we have abandoned this idea at this time. We are
thankful for the good relationship we have with RBS and look forward to
continuing to work with them in the future as we have in the past.
7. Denominational Logo
At Synod 2018 (Article 25), a suggestion was made for your committee to
investigate developing an updated denominational logo. Your committee submits
two reports as appendices to this report for your consideration. Appendix 1 is a
discussion of the use of theonomies in a logo, written by Rev. Ian Macleod.
Appendix 2 is an article written by Rev. Versluis in the Netherlands about our
denominational logo (which we share with our sister denomination, the CGK),
translated by Mr. Herman denHollander. We have no recommendations to
present regarding this matter at this time. We simply desire to attain a sense of
where our federation stands on this point upon reading these two reports.
8. FRCNA Website
The updated website has been live for about a year now. We would welcome
feedback or suggestions.
9. Korean Translator
Your committee received an item of correspondence from Mr. Junho Hwang,
member of our Langley congregation, offering his services as a Korean
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translator, along with a letter of support and a letter containing a proposal from
our Langley consistory.
Your committee considered this request and noted the significance of this
proposal in light of the present work of one of our pastors in the New York City
area, specifically focused on Koreans. We attach the correspondence we
received in appendices 3 and 4 for your consideration. Your committee wishes to
recommend the Langley consistory’s proposal as presented for your approval.
10. Financial Report
Mr. John denDekker continues to serve ably as Publications Treasurer, working
closely with Mrs. Janey Slingerland. We are thankful for their work. The 2018
financial statements are attached. The committee is seeking no change to its
present quota of $4 for 2020. The Messenger subscription costs will increase this
year to $33 and remain that way through 2020. This is in accordance with Synod
2014's decision to tie subscription costs to the Canadian inflation rate and to
round to the nearest 50 cents.
The Open Windows subscription is $21.00 ($19 bulk) for 2019. Acts of Synod
for 2019 will increase to $9.00 and the 2020 Yearbook will remain at $9.00.
11. Appointments
The terms of Rev. Jerrold Lewis, Rev. John Procee, Rev. Rob VanDoodewaard,
and Mr. Herman denHollander (Dundas) will expire this year. Rev. Jerrold Lewis
has served the committee for 4 terms and is not eligible for re-appointment. Rev.
Rob VanDoodewaard and Mr. Herman denHollander have both asked that their
name not stand to be re-appointed.
Your committee recommends appointing Rev. Joel Overduin (Vineland), Mr.
Michael Driesse (Pompton Plains), and Mr. Hans VanDoodewaard (St. George)
to first terms expiring 2022, as well as reappointing Rev. John Procee for a
second term, expiring 2022.
The committee wishes to thank all outgoing members for their work and input
over the past number of years.
As in past years, we also recommend that Mr. Ray Pennings be asked to
serve Synod as assistant to the clerks. We highlight that it was in 1999 that our
brother was first asked to do this and wish to thank him for his ongoing service.
12. Recommendations
1. To appoint Mr. Ray Pennings to serve as assistant to the clerks of Synod
2019;
2. To maintain the quota of $4 per member;
3. To approve hiring Mr. Junho Hwang (Langley) as a Korean translator for
a one-year trial period;
4. To appoint Rev. Joel Overduin (Vineland), Mr. Michael Driesse (Pompton
Plains), and Mr. Hans Vandoodewaard (St. George) to 1st terms and to
reappoint Rev. John Procee (Bornholm) to a 2nd term, all expiring 2022;
5. To approve the financial statements of 2018, budget for 2019, and
forecast for 2020;
6. To approve the actions of the committee.

We commend your meeting to the blessing of the Lord.
On behalf of the Committee, Rev. J. Procee, Recording Secretary
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Appendix 1: The Use of theonomies/Burning Bush as a religious symbol/logo?
By Pastor Ian Macleod
Assumption: All images of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ are idolatrous.
For Consideration:
 In the context of either worship or religious connotation, the force of these
words should be weighed: “any likeness of anything.”
 Key Question: Is the Burning Bush a Theophany?
 Assertion: If the Burning Bush represents God, then any image of it would
be forbidden.
 If we ascribe no religious connotation to it; nevertheless, might this symbol
lead some in our federation giving it religious veneration? i.e. If permissible;
is it nevertheless prudent?
Argument Against the Picturing of a Theophany:
 No image or representation of God is to be made (much less venerated).8
 A theophany represents or manifests God.
 Therefore, no image of a theophany ought to be used any more than an
image of Christ in the flesh.
Possible Counter:
Brakel gives the following in reference to the Burning Bush:
 “This was not an image, for it remained a bush; moreover Moses did not
render honor to the bush, nor was he commanded to do so. Rather, he was
charged to conduct himself reverently toward God who in an extraordinary
manner revealed Himself to him in the burning bush. Moses did not cover his
face for the bush, but for God. ‘for,’ it reads, ‘he was afraid to look upon
God.’” [3:113]
o In my judgement, this seems somewhat tenuous. The material point is
not whether Moses worshiped a bush per se, but whether there was
some manifestation/representation of God in and by the bush.
 Brakel argues against the educational use of images: “God will not have us
taught by dumb images, but by His word” [3:110].
Key Question: Does the Burning Bush represent God?
Summary: People are divided. Some suggest that it represents the situation of
the people in Israel – like the bush, the people are in the heat of oppression, but
the presence of God keeps them alive. Others suggest that the fire is a picture of
the brilliant and burning glory of God. The image therefore conveys the idea of
holiness, purity, power and majesty. Some who speak of the bush representing
the people also say that the fire pictures something of God and who He is (Poole,
8

The command is: “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image…” This, of course,
coming in the first table of the law, is considered in the context of worship or religious use.
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Henry, see below). John Owen suggests that this was a type of Christ. In my
mind, given the language used in the passage, the burning bush speaks more to
(or, at least, firstly to) the character of God than to the situation of the people.
o (3:7) He is the God who sees: “I have surely seen the affliction of my
people”
o (3:8) The God who intervenes on behalf of His people: “I am come
down to deliver them.”
o (3:30) The God who authenticates His word with signs: “And I will
stretch out my hand and smite Egypt with all my wonders…”
o Later Moses writes: “The Lord thy God is a consuming fire” (Deut. 4:24).
 Owen: Burning Bush a Christophany: “The eternal fire of the divine nature
dwells in the bush of our frail nature, yet is it not consumed thereby. God
thus dwells in this bush, with all his goodwill towards sinners.”9
 Calvin: The Burning Bush an Appearance of God in a visible form: “It was
necessary that he should assume a visible form, that he might be seen by
Moses, not as he was in his essence, but as the infirmity of the human mind
could comprehend him. For thus we must believe that God, as often as he
appeared of old to the holy patriarchs, descended in some way from his
majesty, that he might reveal himself as far as was useful, and as far as their
comprehension would admit… ”10
 Calvin: The Burning Bush not a picture of God/Christ: “The bush is likened to
the humble and despised people; their tyrannical oppression is not unlike the
fire which would have consumed them, had not God miraculously interposed.
Thus, by the presence of God, the bush escaped safely from the fire.”11
 Poole: Burning Bush speaks of God and His People: “By a flame of fire was
fitly represented God’s majesty, and purity, and power. The bush was not
consumed; which doubtless represented the condition of the church and
people of Israel, who were now in the fire of affliction, yet so as that God was
present with them, and that they should not be consumed in it, whereof this
vision was a pledge.”12
 Matthew Henry: Burning Bush speaks of God and His People: “He saw a
flame of fire; for our God is a consuming fire… The bush burned, and yet was
not consumed, an emblem of the church now in bondage in Egypt, burning in
the brick-kilns, yet not consumed; perplexed, but not in despair; cast down,
but not destroyed.”13
 John L. Mckay: “The phenomenon of the burning bush focuses on the
character of the LORD who has revealed himself, rather than on the nature of
the people’s suffering.”14
 Philip Ryken: “The angel of the Lord is so closely identified with God that the
9

John Owen, The Glory of Christ, 1:311.
John Calvin, Commentaries on the Four Last Books of Moses Arranged in the Form of a
Harmony, vol. 1 (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2010), 60–61.
11 John Calvin, Commentaries on the Four Last Books of Moses, vol. 1, 62.
12 Matthew Poole, Annotations upon the Holy Bible, vol. 1 (New York: Robert Carter and
Brothers, 1853), 120.
13 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible: Complete and
Unabridged in One Volume (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994), 98–99.
14 John L. Mackay, Exodus, Mentor Commentaries (Fearn, Ross-shire: Mentor, 2001), 68.
10
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burning bush is generally considered a theophany. In other words, it was a
God-appearance, a visible manifestation of the invisible God.”15
Conclusion:
 No image or representation of a theophany should be made.
 Most (apart from Calvin), take the fire to represent God’s presence or some
attribute of His, in line with Moses’ word: “Our God is a consuming fire”
(Deut. 4:24).
 The onus is on us to demonstrate that the Burning Bush is not therefore a
theophany. “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23).
 It seems to me that even if we can assert or prove that this is not a
theophany, the symbol is best not to be used. It has at least the potential to
be misunderstood. If we believe this to be a picture of God’s people not being
consumed, in my judgement, we should heed Brakel’s counsel and instruct
our people by the word and not by mute images.
 There is a large and increasing weight of scholars from the past and more so
in the present who ascribe to the Burning Bush a representation of God’s
power and presence.
Some further references to what is forbidden in the Second
Commandment.
Westminster Larger Catechism: 109
"The sins forbidden in the second commandment are, all devising,
counseling, commanding, using, and anywise approving, any religious
worship not instated by God himself; tolerating a false religion; the making
any representation of God, of all or of any of the three persons, either
inwardly in our mind, or outwardly in any kind of image or likeness of any
creature whatsoever; all worshipping of it, or God in it or by it; the making of
any representation of feigned deities, and all worship of them, or service
belonging to them, all superstitious devices, corrupting the worship of God,
adding to it, or taking from it, whether invented and taken up of ourselves, or
received by tradition from others, though under the title of antiquity, custom,
devotion, good intent, or any other pretense whatsoever, simony, sacrilege;
all neglect, contempt, hindering, and opposing the worship and ordinances
which God hath appointed."
James Durham: The Second Commandment
 “Every representation of God (who is the Object to be worshiped) and every
image religiously made use of in worship is condemned.” [95]
 Condemns the representation of the Holy Spirit as a dove.
 Important distinction: “There is a great difference between a sign of the
Spirit’s presence and a representation of the Spirit.” The first might be the
cloven tongues of fire.
 “We say that no image whatsoever, made use of for religious ends, and
15

Philip Ryken, Exodus, Ex. 3:2.
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outside the bounds of civil and politic uses, is allowable”
Thomas Boston: Second Commandment
“Every similitude whatsoever for religious use and service is forbidden,
whether it is done by casting in a mould, painting, weaving, or made any way
whatsoever, though it be merely by the imagination, and not by the hand; for
the words are universal, any likeness. How particular is this command in
things themselves, whereof idolaters would have the images.”16
Example: Boston argues against picturing the Holy Spirit as a dove: “No
graven image, nor any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, must
be made for religious worship. By the heavens above, is meant the air,
and all to the starry heavens, and the seat of the blessed. In the visible
heavens are the birds, sun, moon, and stars. No likeness of these is to be
made; and therefore, to paint the Holy Spirit as a dove is idolatrous.”17
James Fisher: Shorter Catechism
Q 4. Is it lawful to have images or pictures of mere creatures?
Yes, provided they be only for ornament; or the design be merely historical,
to transmit the memory of persons and their actions.
Q. 23. Is it lawful, as some plead, to have images or pictures in churches,
though not for worship, yet for instruction, and raising the affections?
No; because God has expressly prohibited not only the worshipping but the
MAKING of any image whatever on a religious account; and the setting them
up in churches, cannot but have a natural tendency to beget a sacred
veneration for them; and therefore ought to be abstained from, as having at
least an "appearance of evil," (Isa. 45:9-18, 1 Thess. 5:22).
Q. 24. May they not be placed in churches for beauty and ornament?
No; the proper ornament of churches is the sound preaching of the gospel,
and the pure dispensation of the sacraments, and other ordinances of divine
institution.
Q. 25. Were not the images of the cherubims placed in the tabernacle and
temple, by the command of God himself?
Yes; but out of all hazard of any abuse, being placed in the holy of holies,
where none of the people ever came: they were instituted by God himself,
which images are not; and they belonged to the typical and ceremonial
worship, which is now quite abolished.

16 Thomas Boston, The Whole Works of Thomas Boston, An Illustration of the Doctrines of
the Christian Religion, Part 2, ed. Samuel M‘Millan, vol. 2 (Aberdeen: George and Robert
King, 1848), 128.
17 Idem.
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Appendix 2: Church Logo, by Rev. A. Versluis
For many years, the logo of the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken (CGK) was
on De Wekker (official publication of the CGK). With the new design, it
disappeared because it did not fit well with the new layout. At the request of the
churches (the Synod instructed the editor to give it 'serious consideration’) and it
has now been given back its place in our magazine (page 2). Our denominational
logo is not one of artistic beauty and its meaning is not immediately transparent.
It was not meant to be a reflection of our churches. Work is being done to make
the logo graphically simpler and clearer.
The seal shows Moses, who stands before the burning bush. The borderline
is the Latin text 'nec tamen consumebatur', 'not consumed’, in reference to
Exodus 3:2 and the burning bush.
Introduction
The church logo was introduced to the General Synod of 1947. Before that time,
there was also a logo of a tower with the (Latin) text "The name of the LORD is a
strong tower." However, that was not an official denomination logo. In 1947 when a Synod lasted five days and the Acts of Synod was only 35 pages – the
idea was discussed. Towards the end of the synod meeting, it was decided:
“Church Logo: It was decided to adopt a church logo, according to a
design, such as Ulrum's congregation has been using."
Because nothing is mentioned about the motivation of this decision, one wonders
whether there were any deeper meanings behind the decision. Perhaps it was
because after the Second World War, people could relate to the words 'not
consumed'. Or, it could also possibly be in recognition of the face that Ulrum is
the birthplace of the Secession of 1834. The burning bush as a symbol of the
church was already evident with the Huguenots in 1583 and since the 1690s with
the Scottish churches. It is currently the symbol of various churches worldwide.
The Name
At the burning bush, Moses comes before the face of God. It was here that he
was called to lead Israel out of Egypt. In addition, God reveals His name:
Jahweh, LORD, I Am that I Am. He is the God of his fathers Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, the God who is with His people. The living God chooses slaves in order to
make them His people. At the same time, in His name there is also an element of
secrecy. 'I Am that I AM' is not a definition or explanation: The name refers to
God's freedom and secrecy.
Church in the Fire
Although the historical reasons for our church logo are not so clear, it is a
beautiful reflection of the churches. The burning bush is a symbol for the church,
which is never consumed. The church is made up of flammable material, of
which you would expect it to disappear. That is one very modest description of
the church and of our people (whether it always works well is another
discussion). Perhaps our logo is calling rather than reality. As well, the church is
in the fire. In addition, we can think of the fire of trouble and persecution; It could
very well be that the Huguenots thought about it during a time of persecution.
However, the emphasis of Exodus 3 is especially about the presence of God in
the fire. If we correctly understand the logo, it is about the living God Himself who
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is present in the church - and yet she does not become consumed. In the small,
insignificant (the church), God's holiness lives, and yet it is because of the holy
God that it is not consumed. Because of its symbolism, our denomination logo is
quite beautiful despite all its artistic deficiencies. It does not represent who we
are, but speaks of our dependence on the living God. Without Him, we would be
quickly consumed. Something amazing also shines through: 'and yet' not
consumed. This is something we can expect, either through persecution or by the
judgment of God. Nevertheless, that is an amazement about God's faithfulness.
Living out of that dependence and wonder that we can continue as churches.
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Appendix 3: Letter from Mr. Junho Hwang
Dear Outreach Committee and Publications Committee,
I am Junho Hwang, a member of Langley Free Reformed Church.
Greetings in the LORD.
Introduction
The Lord blessed me abundantly with English Reformed materials. My desire is
that the Lord blesses Korean people with experiential Reformed faith for the
conversion of sinners, spiritual nurturing of believers, and building up of His
church for the glory of God. I was privileged to translate Rev. Pronk’s Expository
Sermons on the Cannons of Dort (2012) and Fisher-Boston’s Marrow of Modern
Divinity (2018). For the last two years, I am working on Rev. Pronk’s Banner of
Truth (BoT) messages and sermons, and currently, have first drafts of about 140
messages. Recently I am choosing evangelical messages among them and
making booklets for distribution to the increasing Korean population around
Langley church and for the Calgary area. We presented them to the 2019
mission fest.
Proposal
I write this letter to let you know that there are FRC materials in Korean and that I
am willing to serve in spreading Gospel to Korean speaking people by
translation. I may also serve as theological editor on behalf of Free Reformed
Publication or RHB to make sure Korean translations of their materials be correct
and precise in theology and meaning.Hoping to be helpful for a better
understanding of me and Korean reformed circles and publications let me add
the following:
Personal History (Conversion)
I am living in Surrey, BC, with wife Irene and 3 children, Samuel(6), Daniel(3),
Grace(0). God graciously called me out of darkness into His light at around age
26 during the military service. While reading Bunyan’s Acceptable Sacrifice I was
convinced the Bible is the Word of God speaking the truth. The LORD showed
me something of His holiness and my sinfulness. My mind was fascinated to read
Westminster Standards, Calvin’s Institutes, commentaries, and Lloyd-Jones’
works in English. The hardship of military life was sweetened by first-love and the
Lord’s special care.
Leaving the army, I became a member of Presbyterian Church in Korea
(HapDong). The church library was filled with Puritan and Reformed materials
along with all works of the church’s senior pastor and Rev. HongChun Kim (the
founding minister of the Independent Reformed Church of Korea (IRCK)). Those
books were very helpful in filling my hunger for knowing God in Christ and in my
questions (Am I truly saved? How to discern God’s guidance? How to kill sin?
Etc.). In 2007, I came to Canada to start a Ph.D. program in math at UBC and
became a member of the Canadian Reformed Church (CanRC).
My personal devotions were mostly listening to Rev. Joel Beeke’s sermons
online and reading Calvin’s sermons, etc. Through Buchanan’s books on
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justification, the Lord showed me the glory of Christ’s active and passive
obedience and sinner’s free justification on the ground of them.
Personal History (public activities in Korean Reformed circles)
In 2009 my father had cancer and I took a leave of school and stayed in Korea
for 20 months. During the visit, I attended a newly started denomination which
claimed to be truly Reformed in the line of CanRC. But I soon sensed problems
in their teaching, and after research found it is Federal Vision (FV). I began to
translate English materials refuting FV to persuade their pastors and members of
their errors and to comfort and encourage some of their members who were
suffering from the FV teaching. There, I came across Rev. Pronk’s Messenger
articles on Norman Shepherd. With those suffering brothers and sisters, I started
Bible study reading Calvin’s Institute (1536), Bavinck’s Our Reasonable Faith,
and my translations on FV/NPP. Then I was connected to one congregation who
were troubled by their NPP pastor. They asked me to teach them the Canons of
Dort (CD) and Heidelberg Catechism. In preparation for it, I was much benefited
from Rev. Pronk’s sermons on CD (especially on nature of saving faith, and Free
Offer). The Lord blessed our study on CD.
They were comforted and strengthened, confessing with tears that our Lord is
renewing joy of salvation and love to Him, giving thanks to God for keeping them
in truth. Then the NPP pastor resigned and I began to translate Rev. Pronk’s
sermons on CD for elder’s reading as the congregation had difficulty with hearing
Calvin and Puritan sermons due to an old style. I was convinced of the value of
Catechisms and Confessions for defending truth and nurturing believers.
Realizing the FV teachings were already spread under the title of “Dutch
Reformed faith” by the very active publications of the FV advocate Korean
pastors, I felt a need to be more public in defending classic Reformed faith. So I
started a blog to post my translations and write on FV/NPP, covenant, election,
justification, and Reformed Confessions and Catechisms. I posted several of
Rev. Pronk’s sermons too and then was connected to a publisher. While working
on for publication, I felt a need to translate the Canons themselves on the basis
of the Latin text as existing Korean translations were not accurate. In Rev.
Pronk’s sermons, I added references to the Bible and Confessions/Catechisms
and discussion questions. Our Lord richly blessed Korean people using the book.
In a major Korean Christian online bookshop, the book has 5/5 stars and 119
reviews many of which are praise-arising witnesses how they were blessed
through the book.
As the Lord blessed my personal Bible study and meditations, and hearing needs
from blog feedback and Christian news in Korea, I continued to write a blog.
Finding those who troubled by FV were lingering on the debate and not growing
in grace, I try to write on experimental postings on various topics. So far there are
about 1270 postings, 150-300 daily view (when I post regularly). Among readers
are pastors and seminary students and laymen.
I made Korean online user group forum of the free Bible software “theWord” and
made several modules. As I became busy to finish my Ph.D. thesis, I handed
over to someone the right to manage and oversight but sadly found after that
some heretical writings were posted in the forum.
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Finally, as books tell something of the reader let me add: I loved to read
systematic theology(Calvin, Bavinck, Brakel, Turretin, Leigh, Brown, Muller,
Shedd, Dabney, Wolleb, Ussher, Rivet, etc.), liked to consult
commentaries(Calvin, Poole, Henry, Hawker, Gill, Brown, Hutcheson, and other
classic Reformed ones recommended by Spurgeon and Beeke). Among authors
I read with benefit are Bunyan, Erskine, Boston, Burgess, Goodwin, Plumer, Pink,
Owen, Keach, Doolittle, Burrowe, Brakel, VanderGroe, VanderKemp, Vermeer,
Kohlbrugge, Immens, Wisse, Bakker. After moving to FRC from CanRC, I feel
need to focus more on the relationship with God than study.
Challenges in the publication of Reformed material translation
Thankfully many English reformed books are translated and published in Korea
these days. We should appreciate those who work in publication for their labors
and sacrifices. However, I have concerns:
First, lack of good understanding on Reformed theology among translators and
editors: I was frustrated that the publisher and editor’s misunderstanding of Rev.
Pronk’s sermons and Canons changes meaning through editing or misrepresents
(hyper-Calvinistic, condemning spirit) the book through publisher’s preface,
endorsements. Publishers seem to have little room to listen to a translator’s
concern. Some Reformed theological books have lots of mistranslations which
blur meaning or even turn a reformed statement into Arminian.
Let me give a few examples. The term “offer” is usually translated to “provide”
and gave ground for FV. “Election unto faith” was turned into “election by faith”.
In the first page of Joel Beeke’s Puritan Theology, we found 5 theological
translation errors which change the meaning. In Jehovah Shepherding His
Sheep, the “slavish fear” was translated into “mean fear”. Translator and editor of
Guthrie’s The Christian's Great Interest thought the term “interest” means “desire
to know”. One man tried to persuade them of their misunderstanding but was
frustrated. Some Puritan works were translated by those who are not acquainted
with old English.
Second, due to financial difficulties by a decrease in the reading population,
publishers hesitate to publish classic reformed works or give no sufficient time
and resource in translation and editing. Finishing draft of Fisher’s Marrow of
Modern Divinity, I contacted two publishers (one served Korean church for
decades with Puritan works and contracted Brakel and RHB Study Bible, the
other with classics, and commentaries of Calvin, Henry, etc.). Both showed
interest, but work didn’t proceed with the first, and the second said they no more
publish Puritans/classics. Then I contacted one major Reformed publisher
(published dogmatic works of Bavink, Turretin, Muller, etc. and Reformation
Study Bible, REC, NICNT/OT, BECNT, etc.) and was accepted. But they spent
one week in editing. And, although they offered me the higher rate for theological
professors and I worked up to 4th draft only (cf. I worked more than the 10th draft
on the booklet of Rev. Pronk’s BoT messages), the payment I got was counted
by the number of pages and amounts to about 8 dollar per hour. In such a
structure, quality work doesn’t seem to be possible. Practically, a translator has
no right to review the editing work before printing or to ask correction of an
editing error.
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Perspective on the Publication of Experimental Reformed Materials in
Korean Interest in Reformed churches and faith is increasing in Korea. And
some Reformed churches reach out towards Koreans through their federation
website and magazine by having Korean pages/version. CanRC church in Surrey
hired her Korean member as a parttime worker to advertise her to Koreans over
the internet. Due to several Korean denominations’ connection to GKNv and
CanRC, lots of Dutch liberated theological works were translated, and Koreans
identify them with “Dutch Reformed”. I feel a burden to correct this
misconception.
From the feedback on Rev. Pronk’s book and my blog, I see souls hungering for
experimental Reformed faith presented in simple style, drawing them to Christ.
Among the Lord’s rich blessings on Korean reformed people, human
weaknesses (hyper-Calvinistic, FV-ish, philosophical, tradition for tradition’s
sake, elitism, etc.) are seen. So I hope the materials from FRC be helpful for
Korean Christians. But, as mentioned above, it would be desirable that FRC or
HRC publications have the oversight that their materials (at least doctrinal ones)
are correctly translated/edited. We need to be careful not to hinder publication by
putting a too high standard, and the Lord does great works with imperfect means.
But I have seen that mistranslated and misrepresented works do harm and
confusion. May our Lord’s will be done regarding this matter. Glory to God alone.
2019, March 5 Junho Hwang
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Appendix 4: Two Letters from Langley RE: Junho Hwang
Free Reformed Church of Langley
20757 − 80th Avenue, Langley, B.C., V2Y 2A6
Clerk: John H. denDekker 16726 – 80th Avenue Surrey, B.C., V4N 0G8
604-576-8935 / jdendekk@telus.net
March 5, 2019
FRCNA Publications Committee
c/o Pastor John Procee (jgprocee@gmail.com)
FRCNA Outreach Committee
c/o Pastor Hans Overduin (hans.overduin54@gmail.com)
Gentlemen,
Mr. Junho Hwang, a member of our congregation, has sent a letter of
introduction and offers his services in the translation or editing of reformed material in
the Korean language to both of your committees.
Junho and his family began to worship with FRC Langley early in 2017. At that
time they were members in a Canadian Reformed Church and there were plans to
send Junho to Hamilton for theological training. Developments in the Canadian
Reformed Church and disappointment with some views and pronouncement by their
new pastor led Junho and Irene to question their place there. Their move from
Vancouver, where he had been attending university, into the central valley made
attendance in Langley possible.
Junho was already quite familiar with the doctrinal position of the FRCNA and the
CGK. Both he and Irene found that they were blessed by the preaching and were
being led to concentrate, in a new way, on their personal relationship with Christ. The
family was quickly at home in Langley and in April 2018 they applied for and were
accepted as members of our congregation. Both Junho and Irene, as well as the
children, continue to be involved in congregational activities.
Junho's insight into the Scriptures and his familiarity with the divines of past
centuries — both British and Dutch — makes him a valuable addition to our Bible
studies. His conversation is always directed to the Scriptures and the life of faith. He
reads voraciously and delights in sharing the insights he learns.
Junho is strongly driven to use his talents in the dissemination of the gospel. He
would like this to be his life work. As he tells you, he has translated several books
that have been published in Korean. He is also much concerned that there is some
misrepresentation in many translations as they are often in the hands of those with a
strong bias towards federal vision and the new perspective on Paul, which are
apparently making great inroads in Korea.
Junho has helped our local evangelistic outreach in translating and publishing
reformed material which we are using to reach the Korean community. An attractive
booklet (tract size) was widely distributed this year at our annual participation at
Mission Fest. This can be made available to all who reach out to the Korean people.
The consistory of Langley is most supportive of Junho in his desire to be used in
this way. We endorse his credentials: in his doctrine and life, in his grasp of our Free
Reformed distinctives, in his clear insight and love for the doctrines of grace.
Sincerely,
Consistory of the Free Reformed Church of Langley / John denDekker, Clerk
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Free Reformed Church of Langley
20757 − 80th Avenue, Langley, B.C., V2Y 2A6
Clerk: John H. denDekker 16726 – 80th Avenue Surrey, B.C., V4N 0G8
604-576-8935
jdendekk@telus.net
March 10, 2019
FRCNA Publications Committee
c/o Pastor John Procee (jgprocee@gmail.com)
FRCNA Outreach Committee
c/o Pastor Hans Overduin (hans.overduin54@gmail.com) Brothers,
It has been suggested that Junho Hwang's proposal, as well as FRC Langley's
letter of recommendation, are lacking in specifics. This was essentially
intentional, as both Junho and the consistory were of the opinion that we were
breaking new ground and were hoping for approval and advice from your two
committees on the way forward.
However, we understand the need for some framework to determine how
Junho's offer of his services in the translation or editing of reformed material in
the Korean language to both of your committees could be implemented. In that
spirit we submit the following proposal for your consideration.
Proposal for a trial period of 1 year:
1. An oversight subcommittee to be formed to oversee Junho Hwang's activities.
This would include representatives from both committees and some others
who would have an interest in this work.
2. This subcommittee would direct Junho in his work. He will translate whatever
material is considered most beneficial.
3. Junho would give a minimum of 20 hours a week to this work.
4. Junho would be remunerated at the rate of $3,000 per month.
We submit this in an effort to aid the committees as you consider Junho's proposal
and because we sincerely believe that there is a need for this work at this time, that
Junho has the credentials for this work, and that he dedicates himself to this work
in service to God and to His glory.
Junho's current projects are material to be used in outreach and for Bible
Study groups: Banner of Truth messages by Rev. C. Pronk on the Beatitudes (5
messages, an evangelistic booklet); Hosea (13 messages, a small book); Banner
of Truth messages by Rev. H. Overduin (evangelistic booklets). Other projects he
is eager to work on include: Frans Bakker, Praying always; G. Wisse, Christ's
Ministry in the Believer, J. Schoeman, The Believer's Only Comfort; Ashton
Oxenden, The Earnest Communicant.
May our Lord bless you with wisdom and clarity in all your discussions and
decisions.
Sincerely,
Consistory of the Free Reformed Church of Langley
John denDekker, Clerk
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Free Reformed Publications
BALANCE SHEET
December 31, 2018
Current
year
Dec 31,
2018

Comparative
Dec 31,
2017

ASSETS
Cash and short term deposits

Note 3

76,317

75,328

Accounts receivable

Note 4

56,507

50,758

Inventory

Note 5

83,500

80,500

Investment: Indwell Ministry

Note 6

20,056

20,056

236,380

226,642

4,675

8,007

4,675

8,007

218,635

207,711

13,069

10,925

Total equity

231,704

218,635

Total liabilities and equity

236,380

226,642

Total assets

LIABILITIES
Outstanding cheques and accounts
payable
Total liabilities

EQUITY
Opening balance
Current year surplus (deficit)
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Free Reformed Publications
STATEMENTS OF REVENUE AND DISBURSEMENTS
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2018
Actual
Actual
Budget
Budget
2018
2017
2018
2019
Revenue
Assessments
Donations
Interest
Subscriptions:
The Messenger
Open Windows
Acts of Synod
Yearbook
Messenger advertising
Sale of Publications
Sale of committee
t i lSales
E-Book
Total revenue
Disbursements
Office costs
Distribution costs
Administration services
Promotion services
Korean translation
Website
Book donations
Subscription costs:
The Messenger
Open Windows
Acts of Synod
Yearbook
Cost of new publications
Cost of materials
E-books
Total disbursements
Operations income
Change inventory value
Revalue dated inventory
Net surplus (deficit)
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Forecast
2020

20,556
271
752

30,858
372
852

20,500
200
750

20,550
200
750

20,550
200
750

58,922
16,493
2,430
15,219
4,100
15,270
2,383
140
136,535

57,375
16,003
2,430
15,390
3,755
7,244
1,684
105
136,067

58,300
16,500
2,750
15,500
4,000
10,000
100
128,600

59,500
17,000
2,500
15,500
4,000
12,000
2,000
200
134,200

61,000
17,500
2,600
15,500
4,000
12,200
2,000
250
136,550

1,117
2,580
2,840
1,421

1,997
3,554
3,965
3,292

800
4,500
4,000
1,500

5,354
1,181

3,048
1,145

5,000

1,200
3,000
4,000
500
15,000
4,000

1,200
3,000
4,000
500
15,000
4,500

69,314
15,013
1,629
6,083
17,950
1,540
444
126,465

67,499
14,730
2,313
5,887
27,347
1,516
349
136,642

70,000
15,000
2,500
6,000
22,500
650
132,450

71,000
15,500
2,500
6,300
17,000
1,800
550
142,350

72,500
16,000
2,500
6,450
19,000
1,800
550
147,000

10,069
(3,000)

(575)
(11,500)

(3,850)
(5,500)

(10,450)
(4,000)

13,069

10,925

1,650

(8,150)
(3,000)
6,000
(11,150)
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Free Reformed Publications
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2018
1. Significant accounting policies:
The financial statements of Free Reformed Publications are prepared using a
cash basis of accounting. All representations are in Canadian dollars. The
exchange rates used for the financial statements are as follows:
2017
2018
2019

Closing
1.255
1.295
1.364

2. Review of the statements:
The books of the Free Reformd Publications are kept by Janey Slingerland
and have been reviewed utilizing the 1996 audit program by Mike Harbour
and Stephen Lee. They were found to accurately represent the financial
transactions and current position of the fund.
2018

2017

3. Cash and short term deposits:
TD Canada Trust - Chequing
TD Canada Trust - US Chequing
(in Can$)

$ 72,774.63

$ 62,076.53

3,542.08

13,251.17

$ 76,316.71

$ 75,327.70

4. Accounts receivable:
Accounts receivable Subscriptions and books
Loan interest receivable

$ 56,155.84
351.00

$ 50,758.42

$ 56,506.84

$ 50,758.42

$ 83,500.00

$ 80,500.00

5. Inventory:
Reported value

The cost of the inventory at September 30, 2018 was $127,793.
The inventory valuation on the financials is recorded at 70% of the cost.
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6. Investments
Indwell Community Homes (formerly Homestead Christian Care)
A-249 Caroline Street South, Hamilton, Ontario
$ 10,056.25
Loan 1 — 2004 — 3.5% interest paid semi-annually
Loan 2 — 2004 — 3.5% interest paid semi-annually
10,000.00
Total investments

$ 20,056.25

7. Subscription details
Subscriptions

148

Subscription
Revenue

Advertising
Revenue

Publication
Costs

Net
Income /
(Loss)

The Messenger
Open Windows
Acts of Synod
Yearbook

58,921.85
16,492.72
2,430.00
15,219.00

4,100.00

69,313.68
15,012.78
1,628.82
6,082.97

(6,291.83)
1,479.94
801.18
9,136.03

Total
subscriptions

93,063.57

4,100.00

92,038.25

5,125.32

Acts of Synod 2019

Refugee Committee ("City of Refuge") Report
To FRCNA Synod 2019

Esteemed Brethren,
The City of Refuge board met two times last year (Oct 2018 and March 2019).
The committee consists of five members: Rev. J. Schoeman (chairman;
Abbotsford), Jacob VandenBosch (Abbotsford), James VanderZwan (Langley),
Rob Sinke (Vineland), Fran Westeringh (Chilliwack; secretary). We employ two
part time coordinators: Esther Van Middelkoop (Can Ref, Hamilton) and Lieneke
Stiksma (Chilliwack).
We are pleased to submit the following report of our activities since last synod:
1. In 2018 we successfully resettled 125 refugees. In February
we received 120 spaces which we had previously requested.
We have commitments for 70% of these spaces already and
we are confident we will be able to use them all by the year’s
end.
2. We had a company create a website for us in the summer of
2018 which we use to provide information regarding the
sponsorship process, and to securely send profiles to interested
churches. It can be viewed at www.cityofrefuge.ca. It also has
information regarding the application process, settlement
resources, helpful forms and websites, as well as a donation
page. The total cost to create the website was $5921.20.
3. John Van Dyk, editor of Christian Renewal, is planning to write
an article on the plight of Christian refugees highlighting the
work of City of Refuge. This will provide more awareness to the
Reformed Community regarding our work and the need for
sponsorship.
4. Our refugee coordinators hope to attend a SAH (Sponsorship
Agreement Holder) Conference in Victoria at the end of May.
Expenses for this conference including travel and
accommodation are covered by the Canadian government.
As committee we ask for your continued prayers and financial support.
The need is great. We receive requests for sponsorship from Christians
all over the world on a daily basis, many of whom are forced to live in
the most appalling circumstances. Let us remember the words of our
Lord who said “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt 25: 40).
Recommendations
1. To maintain the current assessment of $5.00 per member.
2. To approve the budget and financial statements attached.
3. To approve the actions of the committee.
With brotherly greetings,
Rev. J. Schoeman Chairman
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FREE REFORMED CHURCH - REFUGEE COMMITTEE
CITY OF REFUGE
Balance Sheet - December 31, 2018
2018

2017

VARIANCE

ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash - Aldergrove Credit Union
Equity - Aldergrove Credit Union
Petty Cash

75,691
31
235

51,756
29
235

23,935

'TOTAL ASSETS

75,957

52,020

23,937

-00

1,473

(1,473)

EQUITY
Beginning Balance
Current Earnings (Loss)

50,547
25,410

29,166
21,381

21,381
4,029

Ending Balance

75,957

50,547

25,410

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

75,957

52,020

23,937

LIABILITIES:
Accounts Payable
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FREE REFORMED CHURCH – REFUGEE COMMITTEE
CITY OF REFUGE
Actual 2017; Projections – 2018, 2019
Actual
2018

Budget
2018

Variance

Actual
2017

Budget
2019

Projection
2020

REVENUES:
Gifts/Contributions
FRC Assessments/Gifts
Interest Income
TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENSES:
Bank Charges
Conventions/Mbrship
Miscellaneous (Web
Design)
Recovery 2016 Misc.
Exp
Office Expenses
Travel/Promotional
Salaries,CPP/EI
Expense
'TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME
(DEFICIT)

17,587
32,694
65
50,346

15,000
25,715
30
40,745

2,587
6,979
35
9,601

14,926
27,610
44
42,580

17,500
26,000
50
43,550

19,745
26,000
60
45,805

35
0

55
3,000

-20
-3,000

35
300

55
3,000

55
3,000

6,503

690

5,813

817

1,490

1,560

0

-8,768

260
954

2,000
3,000

-1,740
-2,046

2,304
92

2,000
3,000

2,000
3,500

17,184

32,000

-14,816

26,419

32,000

34,000

24,936

40,745

-15,809

21,199

41,545

44,115

25,410

0

25,410

21,381

2,005

1,690
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Theological Education Committee Report
to Synod 2019
Esteemed brethren,
Your Deputies for Theological Education (TEC) are pleased to provide you with
the following account of their actions since Synod 2018. We met five times:
October 15-16, 2018, January 1, 2019 (teleconference), and March 19-20, 2019.
The present executive consists of Rev. J. Schoeman (Chairman), Rev. J. Lewis
(Vice-chairman), Rev. D. H. Kranendonk (Secretary), and Rev. E. Moerdyk
(Minutes secretary). Mr. J. Wilbrink continues serving as the able treasurer of the
Seminary Fund.
1. Free Reformed Instruction
We are very grateful to God for the continued ministry of Dr. G. M. Bilkes and Dr.
D. Murray at PRTS on behalf of our churches.
Dr. G. M. Bilkes continues to teach a full course load in the Biblical Studies
department as well as lead homiletics seminars with our students, and mentors
several of them. He will be involved with a few comprehensive exams and
perhaps as reader of some dissertations in the Ph.D. program, but will remain
focused on the M.Div program which trains men for ministry.
Dr. D. P. Murray was installed as Free Reformed professor of theology in the
regular Lord’s Day evening service of the Grand Rapids congregation led by Rev.
I. Macleod on September 16, 2018. He received a Sabbatical in which he worked
especially on his dissertation on the theme of joy in Matthew Henry, which he
hopes to complete this year. This semester he has resumed teaching a regular
load of courses in the OT exegesis and pastoral theology departments. He also
teaches the occasional modular course in other seminaries, such as Master’s
Seminary, Western Seminary in Portland, and Westminster Seminary (East).
Rev. Moerdyk taught a PRTS course on the Belgic Confession in January 2019
and on Reformed Worship in May 2018. Rev. Kranendonk taught a PRTS course
on Ecclesiology in May 2018. Rev. VanderMeyden is scheduled to teach a
course on the Dutch Secession in August 2019.
2. Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
Three of your deputies serve on the PRTS Board of Trustees (BoT): Mr. C.
Keuning (1st 4 year term), Rev. E. Moerdyk (1st 4 year term), and Rev. D. H.
Kranendonk (2nd 4 year term). Terms are four years with a possibility of serving
two consecutive terms.
PRTS continues to develop, see growth in its student body, and expand its
opportunities for service to the church and academy worldwide. Last year the
HRC synod agreed to broaden the PRTS mission statement as follows:
“Preparing students to serve Christ and His church and the academy worldwide
through Biblical, Reformed, experiential, and practical ministry.” The addition of
“and the academy” was added since there is now a PhD program (as well as MA
and Th.M. programs) which also equips people to serve in providing theological
instruction in the academy. The word “men” has also been replaced with
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“students” to reflect the seminary’s openness to educate women for non-ordained
ministry roles.
PRTS is accredited with the national Association of Theological Schools (ATS).
PRTS had to engage in extensive review of its operations in preparation for a
several day ATS visit for reaffirmation of accreditation in February 2019. The
ATS evaluation committee identified some areas needing improvement but has
recommended that ATS reaffirm PRTS accreditation for a period of 10 years (the
maximum possible period).
PRTS has been increasingly involved in developing partnerships with like-minded
seminaries around the world as a means to further its reach in disseminating
biblical, Reformed, experiential teaching. Locations include Saō Paulo, Brazil
(Latin America), Alexandria, Egypt (Arab-speaking world), Montréal, Canada
(French-speaking world), Taipei, Taiwan (Mandarin-speaking world) London, UK
(Western Europe), and Apeldoorn, NL (FRC sister church seminary)
For the fall 2018 semester, 101 students were actively enrolled in at least one
class from PRTS, taking a total of 755 credits, with 76 audited credits. The
number of active students for the fall 2018 semester includes:
 43 Students in MDiv program






17 students in ThM program
12 students in MA program
9 students in PhD program
20 students Non-matriculating Total – 101 actively enrolled students

In May 2019 PRTS expects to have 13 students graduate, including student Mark
Wagenaar with his M.Div. degree.
The first phase of the student housing complex built in front of the seminary was
opened in January 2019. All the units are occupied, with renters paying $1,030
per month. Final project costs are around $2.67 million, which is 8.5% below
budget. As of April 2019, just over $340,000 is left to be raised for this project.
Income from these units (after utilities and site maintenance are paid) is expected
to be close to $150,000 annually.
The proposed 2019/2020 PRTS budget is $3.8 million USD. Actual expenses in
2018/2019 totaled $3.33 million USD.
In terms of strategic planning, PRTS has tentative plans to restructure its
management by adding the position of Chancellor, who would be more of the
(fundraising and recruiting) face of the seminary, while the President would be
engaged in the running of the seminary. Dr. Beeke would be willing to transition
to the role of Chancellor in around 5 years, DV. Added would also be Chief
Financial Officer as well as Vice President Global and Distance learning. A
Transition plan will be needed for several of the executive team who are over 65
years of age.
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3. Men under committee care
3.1. New Applicants
Your deputies have interviewed brother Jeff Overduin (age 31) and recommends
synod accept him as a student for ministry in the FRCNA. As a son of Rev. H.
Overduin, Jeff has been a member of the Chatham and Chilliwack
congregations, before marrying Holly Kenyon and moving to Michell. They
received a son, Mateo and were hoping to serve on the mission field in Ecuador,
however, the Lord took his wife through cancer. Jeff later married Mandy
Kenyon. They received their first child, Lisa, this February. He served as an elder
in the Michell congregation and last year began studying at PRTS. During this
time, his sense of call to ministry in our churches was strengthened to the point
that he was ready to apply to the committee at our March 2019 meeting. We give
thanks to the Lord for leading him to this point and commend him to God’s grace.

3.2. Current students
‐ Student Mark Wagenaar (Licensure Phase) has completed all his TEC

‐

‐

‐

‐

requirements. Your deputies recommend he undergo a candidacy exam at
this synod. He enjoyed a valuable internship in the Fenwick congregation from
September to November 2018. We are grateful to the Fenwick consistory as
well as Rev. H. Bergsma and Rev. P. VanderMeyden for their involvement in
this internship. He and his wife Sarah (and son) are doing well.
Student Ben van Liere (Licensure Phase) has been able to take a significant
course load such that in his 3 ½ years at PRTS (and 3 years under TEC
oversight) he has been able to take most of his required courses. From MidDecember to mid-January he enjoyed an internship in Pompton Plains
focused on sermon delivery, which proved beneficial. We are thankful to Rev.
J. Lewis for his intensive work. As he finishes off his remaining coursework
and TEC benchmarks, your deputies propose to provide him an extensive
internship experience next year. From September – December 2019 he is to
continue his internship in Pompton Plains, with a possible spring internship
elsewhere.
Student Benjamin Hicks (Licensure Phase) is finishing his third year of studies
at PRTS, which has gone well. His wife and Ingrid VanLiere (wife of Ben)
have audited two counselling courses at PRTS. The Hicks family received
their third child last summer. Being moved to the Licensure phase last June,
he spent the summer speaking a word of exhortation in the churches. He is on
track to finish his credit requirements next year with room for a several
months’ internship, which is being planned for the Fraser Valley, BC.
Student Chris Mourik (Under Care Phase) has transitioned well to Grand
Rapids and to Seminary studies. In the Summer and Fall of 2018 he did well
in his several post-secondary courses taken to fill the void of not having a
university degree. He is now studying full time at PRTS, and enjoys being
involved in various activities, including prison ministry. In March 2019, your
deputies moved him from the “probationary phase” to the “Under Care Phase.”
Student Geoff Otten (Under Care Phase) and his family have adjusted well to
Grand Rapids. They are expecting a fourth child. Last summer he took some
courses to fill out his pre-seminary education and has been a full time PRTS
student since then. He has managed his workload well and is enjoying his
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studies as well as being involved in the Grand Rapids congregation, including
teaching Sunday school. In March 2019, your deputies moved him from the
“probationary phase” to the “Under Care Phase.”

3.3. Candidates
While candidates are no longer under our care, we are grateful to report the
following:
‐ Pastor Young Jae Lee was declared candidate at Synod 2018 and was
ordained in the Grand Rapids congregation on Friday, December 14, 2018 to
serve as home missionary. Rev. J. Lewis is to serve as his mentor.
‐ Candidate Kenneth Hutton received an internship in the Mitchell
congregation, underwent several TEC examinations, and completed almost
all his coursework by January 31, 2019, so that at a meeting on that date,
your deputies declared him eligible for call, based on the instructions of
Synod 2018. We thank the Mitchell congregation as well as Rev. VanEssen
for their involvement in his internship. He hopes to soon complete his final
advanced exegesis course. Rev. C. Pronk is to serve as his mentor.
4. Theological Training Program

4.1. Student Exhorting
Student Hicks has been asked to develop a proposed summer worship service
schedule for students who have a license to speak a word of edification.
Consistories are requested to fill out the new student sermon evaluation form
presented to Synod 2014 every time a student leads a service. Such feedback is
valuable to your deputies.
Students who are in the licensure phase are permitted to lead worship services
during the seminary academic terms provided their academic progress, family
situation, or health is not negatively impacted. They are to receive permission
from their mentor (Dr. G.M. Bilkes or Dr. D. Murray) before accepting such
engagements.
Students are encouraged to stay at elders’ homes between services to
encourage informal mentoring. Consistories are encouraged to confirm these
arrangements with students before they arrive to avoid double-bookings.
Consistories are also reminded that recordings of services led by FRC students
should not be made available on public internet sites (e.g. sermonaudio.com).

4.2. Candidacy Examination
The Acts of Synod 2018 (Article 24) state: “In the discussion, the suggestion is
made that the format of student examinations at Synod be reconsidered by the
committee. The suggestion is made to focus on some areas which are practical
in nature which would demonstrate both theological and practical training.” Your
deputies have developed a new proposed format for the Synodical candidacy
exam, as outlined in appendix B. We hope this new format will make the exam
more engaging and helpful to test and demonstrate fitness for ministry.
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Your deputies recommend that this new exam format be used for student Mark
Wagenaar at this synod gathering. After this experience, your deputies
recommend Synod adopt it as a new standard policy governing candidacy
examinations.

4.3. Internships
Synod 2017 requested “the TEC to further investigate the possibility of a more
extensive internship during a student’s final year and report back to Synod 2018.”
As reported last year, your deputies appointed an ad hoc committee to develop a
proposal. Much work has gone into a feasibility study of an adjustment to the
current TEC program that would give more room for internships/parsonage
training to provide students with more Bible-based practical and specifically Free
Reformed training. We are considering logistics, workload, costs, in consultation
with consistories, ministers, PRTS, and students.
The regrettable consequence of the happy reality that we have five students is
that we have not been able to devote as much time as we had liked to discussing
a long-term plan for internships. We do hope to present such a report to next
year’s synod.
The past year we have been focused on developing tailored internships for our
current students, based on their schedules, strengths, and weaknesses. We are
envisioning the following internships for next year:
‐ Student Ben VanLiere is to continue his internship in Pompton Plains,
building on the good start that he had there at the turn of this year. This
should take place between September and December 2019 with a focus on
preaching and pastoral ministry. At our October 2019 meeting we will
assess where he could best be in Canada during the spring of 2020.
‐ Student Benjamin Hicks is to have an internship in the Fraser Valley of BC
under the mentorship of Rev. J. Schoeman together with Rev. J. Koopman.
The scheduling still needs to be arranged in light of PRTS course offerings
next year, but the thought is that this would last approximately three months.
Having these two students experience more extensive internships will enable your
deputies to assess the benefit of such an arrangement and how best to propose a
comprehensive policy to Synod next year.
5. Finances
The financial statements for the year 2018 as well as the budget for 2019 and
projection for 2020 are attached (Appendix A) for your approval. We are thankful
that the receipts of $445,605 for 2018 were $94,937 above budget. This is mainly
due to the PRTS year end appeal for its operations fund, which we passed on to
our churches, resulting in large amounts being passed on to the PRTS operating
fund. We then could send $150,272 to PRTS to reduce our year-end balance to
half of the annual budget, as per the policy adopted by Synod 2018 (“when there
are sufficient funds to meet the budgetary obligations for the next six months, the
excess funds may be sent to the PRTS Operating Fund or if needed another
PRTS special fund”).
We express our sincere thanks for all the support given to the Seminary Fund.
We are encouraged that the congregational median contribution per member has
been increasing.
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For 2019 there is a new budget expense line for “Seminary Teaching
Assistance.” This covers the cost of teaching/research assistance provided by
the seminary to its professors. In the past PRTS paid this amount for the benefit
of our two professors.
6. Events
6.1 Ministerial Retreat
The 2018 Ministerial retreat was held at Elmhurst Inn in Ingersoll, Ontario, from
Thursday morning through Friday afternoon (October 11-12 , 2018). Dr. G.
Salazar (PhD professor at PRTS) spoke on the Puritans and Sanctification. Dr.
G. M. Bilkes spoke on the calling of ministers to train elders as well as the
strategy and theology of the Gospel of Matthew. Most of the Free Reformed
ministers and two Heritage Reformed ministers attended.
We recommend that the two-day, one-night retreat be held October 17-18, 2019
at the Crieff Hills Confence Centre (Puslinch, Ontario) with Dr. A. Baars giving
three lectures on pastoring various types of church members and Rev. B. Elshout
delivering a closing sermon. There was a general desire to reduce the number of
lectures and give more time for informal interaction among the pastors.
Consistories are encouraged to urge their minister to attend. Ministers from
corresponding churches will be invited as well.

6.2. Seminary Day
Seminary Day 2018 was hosted by the Maranatha Free Reformed Church of
Hamilton. Dr. D. Murray spoke on Joyful Theology and Rev. C. Pronk on The
Canons of Dort: Outdated or Still Relevant.
Your deputies recommend Seminary Day 2019 take place in Hamilton FRC with
Dr. Stephen Myers and a speaker still to be determined in the afternoon. The last
few years there have been some concerns raised about declining attendance at
this event that has been held for over 60 years, such that some have wondered
whether it should continue in the way it has always been done. We are open to
suggestions.

6.3. Office-bearer’s Conference
Your Interchurch Relations Committee now arranges the joint FRC-HRC officebearers conferences that are held in the fall. We apologize that the Spring 2019
FRC office-bearers conference did not take place, due to a failure to plan it on
time.
7. Historical Centre
The Free Reformed Historical Centre continues to receive some materials
relating to Free Reformed history. Mr. Roel Maartense continues to catalogue the
materials. Consistories are asked to encourage elderly members to submit
materials relating to the local congregation, denomination, or life generally to the
Historical Centre.
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8. Office-bearer Journal
The first issue of the Free Reformed Office-bearer Journal was published last
spring. Given the positive feedback, Synod 2018 agreed to continue to have this
published by the TEC to help foster discernment, equip for the practical aspects of
the work in their office today, and pass on to new generations valuable instruction
from our past. Rev. C. Pronk continues to serve as editor, for which we are grateful.
9. Appointments
The terms of the primary members Rev. J. Schoeman, Dr. L. W. Bilkes, and elder
Clarence Jonkman expire this year. Dr. L. W. Bilkes has requested not to be
renominated. We express our sincere gratitude to the Lord for his decades of
faithful service on the committee and commend him and his wife to the Lord who
has such merciful care for all his servants.
Your deputies recommend that Rev. J. Schoeman and elder C. Jonkman be
reappointed for another 3 year term as primary members, that current alternate
member, Rev. E. Moerdyk, be appointed as primary member for a 3 year term,
and that Rev. I. Macleod of Grand Rapids be appointed as an alternate member
for a 3 year term. We feel it is important for our committee to have a connection
with the Grand Rapids congregation where our students live and study, which
was lost with Dr. L. W. Bilkes leaving the committee.
10. Closing thoughts
Your deputies consider it a privilege to be involved in the training of men for the
ministry in our churches. Never in our history have we had so many students. Let
us be encouraged to see men in various stages of the program and pray for them
and their instructors..
May the King of the Church guide you in your deliberations for the good of His
church.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

11. Recommendations
To accept Mr. Jeff Overduin as student for ministry in the FRC (see 3.1).
To conduct a candidacy exam with student Mark Wagenaar (see 3.2).
To approve the new candidacy exam format to be used this synod, after
which to give TEC feedback which can be incorporated into a new standard
policy governing candidacy examinations (see 4.2, Appendix B).
To approve extended internships for students Ben VanLiere and Benjamin
Hicks (see 4.3 and 3.2).
To approve the financial statements for 2018, budget for 2019 and forecast
for 2020 (see 5 and Appendix A)
To approve the proposal for the Ministers’ Retreat 2019 (see 6.1).
To approve the proposal for Seminary Day 2019 (see 6.2).
To re-appoint as primary members Rev. J. Schoeman and elder C. Jonkman,
appoint as primary member Rev. E. Moerdyk, and appoint as alternate
member Rev. I. Macleod – all for three year terms (see 9).
To approve the actions of your deputies.

Respectfully, D. H. Kranendonk, Secretary
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Appendix A: Financial statements
Free Reformed Churches of North America
Seminary Fund
Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2018
(in Canadian $)

2018
ASSETS
Cash & Term Deposits

$ 99,937

Prepaid Salaries

$ 82,468

2017
$ 221,263

Total Assets

$ 182,404

$ 221,263

EQUITY
Beginning Balance

$ 221,263

$ 147,901

Excess (shortage)

$ (38,858)

$ 73,362

Ending Balance

$ 182,404

$ 221,263
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Seminary Fund
Statement of Revenues and Expenses
For the period ended December 31, 2018 (in Canadian $)
Contribution
per member

REVENUES
From the Churches:
Abbotsford
$ 62
Bornholm
147
Brantford
93
Calgary
71
Chatham
38
Chilliwack
78
Dundas
104
Fenwick
39
Gr. Rapids
97
Hamilton
324
Lacombe
54
Langley
15
London
70
Mitchell
70
Monarch
100
Oxford
43
Pompton Pl.
15
Powassan
70
St. George
28
St. Thomas
Vineland
70
Average
$84
Other Income:
Seminary Day
Elders & Deacons Conf.
Synod Prayer Service
FRC Studies
Interest
Donations
Other
Foreign Exchange gain (loss)
Total Revenues
EXPENSES
Salaries & Benefits
Internship Expenses
Other General
Pastors Teaching
PRTS donation
Total Expenses
EXCESS (SHORTAGE)
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Actual
2018

Budget
2018

Variance
F / (U)

$ 5,636
14,284
30,088
5,350
7,338
23,050
43,443
12,221
36,012
108,031
6,145
875
3,640
17,290
56,426
6,488
2,323
3,080
11,590
37,378
$430,687

$335,750

$94,937

$ 7,847
7,021

$ 8,000
250
2,000

$ (153)
(250)
5,021

Actual
2017

Change
2018-17

$ 6,493
5,754
21,300
5,148
7,685
19,965
34,778
9,133
60,285
51,340
1,420
3,799
16,179
64,980
2,480
8,435
2,096
15,892
3,642
36,326
$377,130

$ (857)
8,530
8,788
202
(347)
3,085
8,666
3,088
(24,274)
56,691
6,145
(545)
(159)
1,112
(8,554)
4,008
(6,112)
984
(4,302)
(3,642)
1,052
$53,558

$ 10,604
215
1,790
33
7,000
-

$ (2,757)
(215)
5,231
(33)
(6,950)
$ 48,833
4,942
(777)
259
6,358
150,272
$161,054
(112,220)

50
$445,605

10,000

(9,950)

$356,000

$ 89,605

$396,772

325,362
784
8,045
150,272
$484,464
(38,858)

328,035
3,000
6,000
$337,035
18,965

2,673
3,000
(784)
(2,045)
(150,272)
$(147,429)
(57,823)

320,420
777
525
1,688
$323,410
73,362
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Seminary Fund
Budget and Projection
For the years ending December 31, 2019 & 2020
(in Canadian $)
Change

Actual
2018

Budget
2019

$

$430,687
50
7,847
7,021

$358,000
10,000
8,000
1,500

$ (72,687)
9,950
153
(5,521)

-20.3
99.5
1.9
-368.1

$ 367,725
10,000
8,000
1,500

-

250
-

250
-

100.0

250
-

$445,605

$377,750

$ (67,855)

-18.0

$ 387,475

$325,362
8,045
784

$350,000
9,500
5,000
2,500
750

$ 24,638
9,500
5,000
(5,545)
(34)

7.0
100.0
100.0
-221.8
-4.6

$ 358,750
9,975
5,000
3,000
750

$150,272

10,000

$(140,272)

-1402.7

10,000

$484,464

$377,750

$(106,714)

-28.2

$ 387,475

$(38,858)

$-

$ 38,858

%

2020
Projection

REVENUES

Church Gifts
Donations
Seminary Day
Prayer Service - Synod
Elders & Deacons
Conference
Sales FRC Studies
Other
Interest

4a

Total Revenues
EXPENSES

4b

Salaries & Benefits
PRTS Teaching Assistance
Internship Expenses
Pastors Teaching
Other General Expenses

4c

PRTS Operating Fund

Total Expenses
EXCESS (SHORTAGE)

4d
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Seminary Fund
Notes to the Financial Reports
December 31, 2018
(in Canadian $)
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Seminary Fund are prepared
utilizing the accrual basis of accounting.
2. Review of the Books:
The financial statements of the Seminary Fund have been reviewed,
utilizing the 1996 standard review program, by Mr. Ryk Naves
and Mr. Kevin Vanderhorst.
The records were found to be accurate and in good order.
3. Cash:
Cash and Term deposits consist of the following:
2018
Chequing & U.S.
Accounts
Pre-Paid Salaries

2017

$ 99,937
$ 82,468

$ 221,263
$-

$ 182,404

$ 221,263

4
a

Comments:
Church contributions average $68.50 per member for 2019.
Budgeted contribution per member was $69 for 2018.

b

2018 salaries for Dr. G.M. Bilkes and Dr. D. Murray teaching at
PRTS totals USD $252,345 @ 1.29 = Canadian $325,362

c

2019 salaries for Dr. G.M. Bilkes and Dr. D. Murray teaching at
PRTS totals USD $262,985 @ 1.33 = Canadian $350,000

d

Exchange impact for 2018 was $110,640 or 22.84% of expenses
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Seminary Fund
For the year ended December 31, 2018
(in Canadian $)
Financial Review Report
We have conducted the following review procedures on the books and records of
the Seminary Fund of the Free Reformed Churches of North America.
1

Reviewed the year-end bank reconciliation.

2

Reviewed the disbursements journal and examined supplier invoices on a
test basis.

3

Reviewed the income receipts journal.

Based on the above procedures, we have found the financial statements
accurately reflect the operations of the Seminary Fund for the year ended
December 31, 2018.
Date:

11-Feb-19

Ryk Naves
Kevin Vanderhorst
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Appendix B: Candidacy Exam Format Proposal

I.

Background

The church, of whom Christ is King and Head (Acts 5:31; Eph 1:22; etc.), is “the
pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim 3:15). Therefore, Scripture specifies certain
requirements for those who serve the Lord in the special offices. Moreover,
Scripture is filled with warnings against admitting false teachers, who build on
another foundation. They strain and twist the truth of God, thereby deceiving
souls, robbing Christ of His honour, and even denying Him.
A man must first be called and sent by the King of the church (Rom 10:15; Heb
5:4; Jer. 14:14). Moreover, he must “be able to teach others” (2 Tim 2:2). Paul in
Titus 1:9 states that the office bearer, must be someone who holds “fast the
faithful word,” so that he “able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince
the gainsayer” (Titus 1:9). Paul charges Timothy in 1 Tim 5:22 to “lay hands
suddenly on no man,” meaning, “Do not ordain to the office of ministry any man
who has not been fully tried.”
On the basis of these and many other Scripture passages, the Christian church
has also thought it necessary to make an inquiry into the doctrine and life of her
ministers. The church needs guarantees as best as possible that the churches
have faithful and skilful pastors and teachers and not false teachers, who
“secretly bring in damnable heresies” (2 Pet. 2:1) and as wolves will destroy the
flock of the Lord (Acts 20:29). The church must earnestly contend for “the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).
Recognizing this need, the National Synod of Dordrecht 1578 pronounced:
Everywhere they shall see to it that skilful persons are called to the ministry
of God’s Word. Therefore none shall be called to this ministry than those
who have been proved sufficiently to be pure in doctrine and upright in life,
endowed with gifts to teach others, and who have good testimony in and
outside the church. The novices, who have withdrawn themselves from
the papacy or any sect, shall not be admitted to the ministry of God’s Word
until the church is sufficiently assured of their purity and constancy in
doctrine and uprightness of life (Art. 1, 2).
In the Dutch system used within our churches, there was a two-fold examination.
In order to be eligible for call they had to undergo a preparatory, that is, a
preliminary examination. Initially, such a preparatory examination was conducted
by either the churches or the theological universities, whereby a candidate was
made eligible for call. Once a call had been received and accepted, then he still
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had to undergo the peremptory examination, that is, the decisive or definitive
examination by the classis to which the church who called him belonged.18

II.

Review of current practice

The Acts of Synod 2018 (Article 24) state: “In the discussion, the suggestion is
made that the format of student examinations at Synod be reconsidered by the
committee. The suggestion is made to focus on some areas which are practical
in nature which would demonstrate both theological and practical training.”
Our current exam system finds its origin in our Dutch sister churches and
consists of the following:
 Homiletics (30 minutes)
 Exegesis of 2 OT passages (20 minutes)
 Exegesis of 2 NT passages (20 minutes)
 Dogmatics (30 minutes)
 Church Order (15 minutes)
 Personal Interview
In reviewing our current format, we have found:
‐ It can become too technical (e.g. knowledge of Hebrew and Greek). The
average elder should be able to follow the whole exam.
‐ It can be repetitious. The same questions are being asked and at times
the same passages are assigned year after year.
‐ It can be tedious.
‐ It can focus too much on what the student knows, which is already tested
at PRTS and by the TEC, rather than the practical application of what he
knows in ministry.
III.

Proposal

General Structure:
Rather than conduct a separate exam for each subject area, your deputies
proposes to combine the subject areas into two broad categories:

1. Soundness in the faith (1 hour)
The purpose of this exam section is to determine whether the student is
sound in the faith. In this part of the exam, questions may cover the
whole range of dogmatics (all six loci) and understanding of Scripture as
well as more controversial subjects such as six-day creation, the role of
women in the church, homosexuality, federal vision, covenant views,
18

Most of this background is taken from an earlier report The Background of the Synodical
Examination of Students for the Ministry who have completed their Theological Studies by
Dr. L. W. Bilkes.
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FRC “distinctives,” liturgical matters (psalmody, contemporary worship),
etc.

2. Readiness for ministry (1 hour).
The purpose of this exam section is to determine whether the student,
given his age and experience, is ready to begin the work of the ministry.
Questions can be grouped under the following categories (which parallel
the main tasks of the minister):

a. Preaching. This section will include questions relating to sermon

preparation and delivery as well as a critique of the sermon. The
sermon critique can be divided up among the three minsters,
covering exegesis, structure & contents, and application. This will
add some variety.

b. Pastoral. This section will include questions relating to various

counselling and pastoral scenarios. This is a vitally important area
that is not examined at all in our current format.

c.

Administrative. This section will include questions relating to various
administrative and church polity matters in the church locally and
denominationally. For example, how a consistory functions, the
relationship between the local church and the synod, the authority of
synod, etc.

d. Teaching. This section will include questions relating to conducting
Bible Studies, Catechism classes, and other classes.

Specific Procedure:

1. At its spring meeting, the TEC will appoint three experienced ministers

(minimum 10 years) from within or outside the TEC to administer the
exam. These ministers will collaborate together in developing a series of
questions to ask the candidate at the exam along the lines proposed
above, while ensuring that all of the traditional subjects are covered.
2. Some of the questions may be given to the student in advance of the
examination to help him prepare for the examination. This will be at the
discretion of the examiners.
3. At synod, the three ministers will form a panel. Each minister, on a
rotating basis, will take the lead in asking a question from the list of
prepared questions. This means asking the question, clarifying what is
meant by the question (if necessary), and asking a supplementary
question for clarification or to draw the student out. The other ministers
on the panel will then have opportunity to ask supplementary questions
or to make pertinent comments.
4. The chairman of synod will function as the moderator of the exam. If the
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chairman also happens to be on the panel, the vice chairman will serve
as the moderator. If both the chairman and vice chairman serve on the
panel, then the clerk will serve as the moderator. The task of the
moderator will be to ensure that the exam is conducted smoothly, fairly
and in a timely manner.
5. After each main section, delegates to synod will have the opportunity to
ask questions of the student.
IV. Advantages:

‐

‐
‐

The proposed exam should be more interesting and engaging due to the
fact that it will be administered by a panel of ministers rather than just
one and the questions will be more practical and less theoretical and
academic. This will be particularly beneficial for our elder delegates.
The proposed exam will cover more areas that are not currently being
covered (e.g. pastoral, teaching), but will not cover exegesis in a focused
way.
The proposed exam contains much flexibility in terms of the type of
questions that can be asked.

V. Recommendations
1. That synod adopt this proposed exam format on a trial basis for this
synod.
2. That, after practicing it, synod provide feedback to the TEC on this
format and adopt (with modifications as needed) it for all future
candidacy examinations.
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Theological Student Support Committee
Freelton, Ontario April 12, 2019
Synod of the Free Reformed Churches, In Session June 3-6, 2019 Vineland
FRC, Vineland (calling church)
Esteemed Brethren,
The Theological Student Support Committee submits the following report.
We are thankful to report that all congregations paid the required assessment to
the Theological Student Support Fund for the Year 2018. We acknowledge also,
with appreciation, extra donations received from various congregations.
The books of the Theological Student Support Fund were r e vie w ed by Mr. Ryk
Naves and Mr. Kevin Vanderhorst of the Hamilton congregation. The financial
records were found to be in good order.
A copy of the financial statement for the year ending December 31, 2018, a
budget for the year 2019 and a projection for 2020 are included with this report.
In preparing the budget for 2019 and the projection for 2020 consideration was
given to 1.) Continued support of the expressed needs of five students presently
studying; 2.) Completion of support requirement for a candidate no later than July
2019; 3.) Anticipation of acceptance of one new student by Synod 2019 beginning
seminary studies in August 2019; 4.) Exchange rate between Canadian and U.S.
dollar will remain close to the current 1.33 rate. Considering all these factors the
committee feels that the current quota assessment of $32.50 should be
maintained for the year 2020 to cover the anticipated demand on funds. If there
should be additional unforeseen support requirements which would cause the fund
balance to approach zero, a special appeal will be made to the churches for
increased support to rectify the situation.
The terms of Brothers John Brink and Ryk Naves will expire this year. As a
committee, we propose that they be re-appointed for another three-year term.
Proposals to Synod
a. To approve the financial statement for the year 2018 as presented.
b. To approve the budget for the year 2019 as well as the projected budget for
2020 as presented.
c. To maintain the assessment for the Theological Student Support Fund at
$32.50 per member for the year 2020.
d. To re-appoint Brothers John Brink and Ryk Naves as members of the
committee for another three-year term.
e. To approve the actions of this committee
May the Lord richly bless your meetings. Respectfully submitted,
J. Wilbrink, secretary/treasurer
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Theological Student Support Fund
Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2018
Assets:

2018

2017

Cash

45,878

59,480

Total Assets

45,878

59,480

Opening Balance

59,480

45,008

Operating Surplus / (Deficit)

(13,602)

14,472

Total Equity

45,878

59,480

Equity:
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Theological Student Support Fund
Statement of Revenues and Expenses
For the period ended December 31, 2018
(in Canadian $)
Contribution
per member

2018
Actual

2018
Budget

Better
(Worse)

2017
Actual

Change

REVENUES
From the Churches:
Abbotsford
Bornholm
Brantford
Calgary
Chatham
Chilliwack
Dundas
Fenwick
Gr. Rapids
Hamilton
Lacombe
Langley
London
Mitchell
Monarch
Oxford
Pompton Pl.
Powassan
St. George
St. Thomas
Vineland

$ 32.50
32.50
42.93
32.50
32.50
32.50
32.50
32.50
34.15
32.50
32.50
44.79
32.50
32.50
32.50
39.12
32.91
32.50
32.50
32.50
32.50

$ 2,958
3,153
13,953
2,438
6,273
9,653
13,553
10,205
12,737
10,823
3,673
2,643
1,690
8,028
18,265
5,908
5,100
1,430
13,618
9,328
17,388

$2,958
3,153
10,563
2,438
6,273
9,653
13,553
10,205
12,123
10,823
3,673
1,918
1,690
8,028
18,265
4,908
5,038
1,430
13,618
9,328
17,388

$ 3,390
615
725
1,000
63
-

$2,100
2,470
11,830
1,950
5,100
7,275
11,100
8,075
9,905
8,450
3,400
3,155
1,450
6,175
32,297
3,025
11,570
800
10,600
7,200
13,050

$858
682
2,123
488
1,173
2,378
2,453
2,130
2,832
2,373
273
(513)
240
1,853
(14,032)
2,883
(6,469)
630
3,018
2,128
4,338

Average

$ 33.63

$172,810

$167,018

$5,793

$160,977

$11,833

Other Income:
Miscellaneous

$ -

$-

$ -

$-

$ -

Total Revenues

$172,810

$167,018

$5,793

$160,977

$11,833

EXPENSES
Student - payments
Student Books
Student - Child Tuition
Unplanned Student Expenses
Administration Costs
Total Expenses

$169,531
2,540
3,953
10,321
68
$186,412

$174,395
2,340
101
$176,836

$4,864
(200)
(3,953)

$143,429
1,341
1,634
101
$146,505

$26,102
1,199
2,319
10,321
(33)
$39,907

EXCESS (SHORTAGE)
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(10,321)

33
$(9,576)
$(3,783)

$ 14,472

$(28,074)

Free Reformed Churches of North America
Theological Student Support Fund
2019 Budget & 2020 Projection

$
Change
F/(U)

%
Change
F/(U)

2020
Projected

$ 3,023
3,153
10,595
2,275
6,273
9,555
13,618
9,783
13,228
11,018
3,413
2,015
1,658
8,158
18,883
4,908
5,005
1,690
14,300
9,783
17,388
1,000

$ 65
(0)
(3,358)
(163)
(98)
65
(423)
490
195
(260)
(628)
(33)
130
618
(1,000)
(95)
260
683
455
1,000

2.2
(0.0)
(24.1)
(6.7)
(1.0)
0.5
(4.1)
3.8
1.8
(7.1)
(23.7)
(1.9)
1.6
3.4
(16.9)
(1.9)
18.2
5.0
4.9
100

$ 3,023
3,153
10,595
2,275
6,273
9,555
13,618
9,783
13,228
11,018
3,413
2,015
1,658
8,158
18,883
4,908
5,005
1,690
14,300
9,783
17,388
1,000

170,715

$(2,095)

(1.2)

170,715

176,960
2,500
19,590

$ 7,429
(40)
15,637

4.4
(1.6)
395.6

130,005
2,500
20,250

5,000
500

(5,321)
432

(51.6)
637.5

5,000
150

186,412

204,550

18,138

9.7

157,905

(13,602)

(33,835)

(20,233)

149

12,810

Actual
2018

Budget
2019

Revenue:
Assessments/Donations
Abbotsford
Bornholm
Brantford
Calgary
Chatham
Chilliwack
Dundas
Fenwick
Grand Rapids
Hamilton
Lacombe
Langley
London
Mitchell
Monarch
Oxford
Pompton Plains
Powassan
St.George
St. Thomas
Vineland
Miscellaneous

$ 2,958
3,153
13,953
2,438
6,273
9,653
13,553
10,205
12,737
10,823
3,673
2,643
1,690
8,028
18,265
5,908
5,100
1,430
13,618
9,328
17,388
-

Total Revenue

172,810

Expenditures:
Students - Support
Students - Books
Child Tuition
Unplanned Student
Expenses
Administration Costs
Total Expenditures
Operating Surplus /
(Deficit)

$ 169,531
2,540
3,953
10,321
68

4a
4b

4c
4c

4d
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Theological Student Support Fund
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2018

1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Theological Student Support Committee are
prepared utilizing the cash basis of accounting.
2. Review of the Books:
The financial statements of the Theological Student Support Fund have been
reviewed, utilizing the 1996 standard review program, by Mr. Ryk Naves and
Mr. Kevin Vanderhorst. The records were found to be accurate and in
good order.
3. Cash:
Cash deposits consist of the following:

2018

2017

2018

TD Chequing

45,878
45,878

2017

59,480
59,480

4. Notes
a. indicates actual income for 2018
b. based on 5222 members at $32.50 per member
c. Living expenses, books and Christian education expenses; Cdn $
exchange rate set at 1.33
d. Postage & Office expenses
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Theological Student Support Fund
For the year ended December 31, 2018
Financial Review Report
We have conducted the following review procedures on the books and
records of the Theological Student Support Fund of the Free Reformed
Churches of North America.
1

Reviewed the year-end bank reconciliation.

2

Reviewed the disbursements journal and examined supplier invoices
on a test basis.

3

Reviewed the income receipts journal.

Based on the above procedures, we have found the financial statements
accurately reflect the operations of the Theological Student Support Fund
for the year ended December 31, 2018.
Date:

11-Feb-19

Ryk Naves
Kevin Vanderhorst
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YOUTH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Report to Synod 2019 Of the Free Reformed Churches of North America
The Youth & Education Committee is pleased to provide this report with an account
of their actions since Synod 2018. The committee met twice in the past year, during
the Fall and Spring synodical committee meetings. The current executive of the
committee is as follows: Mr. Scott Dekorte (Chairman), Mr. Brian Koomans (ViceChairman), Mr. Nathan Kranendonk (Secretary), and Mr. Jeff Bokma (Treasurer).
1. Youth Website
Following the approval of Synod 2017, the Plants & Pillars Website was launched
in fall 2017 and replaced the Youth Messenger. The Youth & Ed Committee is
encouraged by the sustained use of Plants & Pillars through the first year and a
half of its existence which the Committee prays will be used for the glory of God’s
Kingdom and the salvation and edification of the youth of the Free Reformed
Churches of North America. A Plants & Pillars sub-committee was established in
2017 which includes a few members of the Youth & Education committee and
several other contributing members of our federation. Rev. Tim Bergsma is the
editor of Plants & Pillars. Mr. Gerrit Sinke of the Monarch FRC is the director of
Plants & Pillars and a member of the Youth & Education committee. A summary
letter he has written is attached following this report.
The Youth & Education Committee is beginning to develop a mandate for Plants
& Pillars. This will help to guide the Committee, Editor and sub-committee
members in the selection of topics, editing of content, social media participation,
and responding to positive and negative feedback from website users.
Plants & Pillars can be found at: https://plantsandpillars.net/
2. Camps
As part of their mandate from Synod, the Youth & Ed committee provides advice
and direction in regards to each of the FRC camps. If approved by the committee,
funding for 20% of the camp’s costs is provided. To be approved, the camps must
submit a report to both the Spring and Fall meetings outlining the previous camp
and plans for the next camp. We thank the Lord for this blessing for our youth and
pray for His blessing on the three camps which are planned for Summer 2019:
Camp East, Camp Alberta (Junior and Senior), and Camp British Columbia (Junior
and Senior). As requested by Synod 2018, summaries of the Summer 2018 camps
have been provided by the camp directors and are attached following this report.
The youth have great enthusiasm for the camps and are being edified and
encouraged by the activities and messages of our camps. We also would like to
thank our pastors and youth leaders who assist with these camps either in
speaking or in coordination and leadership roles. We pray that past and future
camps will be used for God’s Glory!
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3. Financial Report
Youth & Ed’s financial records follow this report. Our present quota of $3/member
is sufficient for our publications and funding of the three youth camps. We are
requesting the continuation of our quota into 2020 at $3/member.
4. Recommendations to Synod 2019:
a. That Synod approve the appointment of Brothers Scott Dekorte, Nathan
Kranendonk, and Brian Koomans to a second term and to approve the
appointment of Rev. Tim Bergsma to a fourth term (all ending 2022).
b. That Synod approve the appointment of Candidate Kenneth Hutton to a
first term with the Committee (ending 2022).
c. That Synod approve the Financial Statement of the Youth&Ed:
2017/2018 statements, 2019/2020 budget, and the 2020/2021
projections.
d. That Synod approve a quota of $3/member for 2019/2020.
e. That Synod approve the work of this committee.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mr. Nathan Kranendonk, Secretary

Acts of Synod 2019

175

Youth Camp Summaries – Summer 2018
Berechiah Camps (Alberta)

Provided by Mr. Gerrit Sinke

This year the Berechiah Camps were run over the week of July 2. The camp was
once again split in 2 groups with the younger group being 13-15 y/o and the
"senior" camp 16 y/o to young adult. Slowly the camps have been growing in
number with over 85 in attendance between the junior/senior camps this year! The
camp pastors were Pastors Dibbet, H. Overduin and Koopman. The theme was on
the Life of David which was very well received by all in attendance. This year the
senior camps had a workshop on church leadership for the young men in the
group. There was also an evening where members from the congregation were
invited for dessert and a sing along. The questions from the youth were far greater
in number then what we could get to in Q&A and campfire discussion. Food was
prepared by our faithful camp cooks and was a great hit as usual. We all felt that
a rich blessing rested on the camps this year and look forward to Berechiah 2019
the Lord willing!!
British Columbia Camp

Provided by Mr. Martin Overduin

Approximately 30 campers, along with 8 camp leaders or investors, came together
on a Thursday evening - Monday morning this past August at Dogwood Valley
Camp, just outside of Hope, B.C. With about 6 different Reformed churches
represented, we began the weekend with some introductory activities and an
opening session on the topic: The Gospel in our Hurt. This set the tone for the
whole weekend and what was apparent from the opening session was that many,
if not all, in attendance had or were experiencing hurt in life. Pastor Norm
VanEeden Petersman from the Vancouver Associated Presbyterian Church led us
through 3 main sessions over the weekend as we considered the subject of
suffering under 3 main ideas. Equipped to Suffer was the first session, Receiving
Suffering was the second session, and the third session was Responding to
Suffering. The main sessions were well received. On the Saturday we had some
mini Ted Talk style sessions led by different people. Levi, a representative from
ARPA and a member of the Abbotsford URC spoke on the Christian and politics,
and Jeff Gates, youth pastor at MidTown Church spoke from a personal standpoint
on his experience with chronic suffering and how the gospel gives perspective in
those experiences. Diana Visscher, a member of the Chilliwack FRC, presented
on some practical helps to Bible Study and was really well received also. Pastor
Jack Schoeman from Abbotsford FRC joined us on the Sunday evening to give the
final message entitled: The End of all Suffering.
Activities throughout the weekend included a lot of low-key basketball, spike ball,
board/card games, paddling, swimming, boating and lots of volleyball. On Sunday
we incorporated some time to serve in the town of Hope, BC by singing a few
hymns at the local seniors home and then interacting with the seniors there.
All said, it was a good weekend of reflecting on the reality of, and even the call to,
suffering and how this present suffering whatever it may be cannot be compared
to what awaits those who are in Christ Jesus.
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Camp East
Provided by Mr. & Mrs. Eric and Joanne Dekorte
Camp took place on August 3-6, 2018 at Pearce Williams Christian Centre. In
attendance were 170 campers (25 more than years previous), 22 chaperones,
speaker Rev. Joel Overduin, camp pastor Rev. D. Van Brugge and his wife Wendy,
Henry & Joanne Devries (snack & food helpers) and ourselves as camp directors.
The theme this year was “Redeeming the Time” based on Ephesians 5:17. The
topic and speeches were well delivered and received. This was accompanied
with a beautiful time of fellowship, song, and fun activities. Everyone was
respectful and a good atmosphere could be felt at camp. Special thanks to the
willing FRC counselors who gave of their time and served in this way.
New this year was the dining tent. It was a great asset due to the extreme heat
and large numbers. We hope to use it again in the future which will also allow us
to host more campers next year D.V. Pearce Williams Centre has invited us back
again next year, and for this we are thankful that the first steps can be taken to
ensure FRC Camp East continues.
Thanking God for the gifts and opportunities given.
In Christ – Eric & Joanne Dekorte
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Plants & Pillars Update
Dear Synod 2019,
After another year of running the Plants & Pillars youth site, we are thankful to
say that there has been steady growth in youth engagement and activity on the
site. Through regular updates and comment replies, our Reformed youth seem to
be enjoying this new initiative of the FRC Youth & Education Committee. A lot of
work is being done by our editor to ensure articles are relevant and correct.
Through site analytics we are quickly able to see which articles pique the interest
of our youth and which articles are less read.
We are grateful for the work our Pastors have done with their replies to the “Ask
a Pastor” feature. This has been by far the most used feature of the site. When
our youth use the “Ask a Pastor” feature, it truly shows which questions live in the
minds of our young people. The anonymity of the process allows them to ask
questions they normally would not ask. We do face a substantial backlog in
questions and would really like to ask for your support in getting these answered.
Please know that we are not looking for long replies to each one; these questions
can be pictured like a question asked at a youth camp, which could be answered
in a few lines. We are looking for further ways in which we can create awareness
of the Plants and Pillars site and would appreciate your help in speaking to your
congregations about this resource for our youth.
As we look towards the future, we will continue to explore ways in which we can
increase the functionality of the site, which could include a local church tie in. We
have started some preliminary discussions on hosting a Plants & Pillars youth
event which could include a “Ask a Pastor” panel discussion. This would
alternate between the east and west. We would very much value your feedback
and input on ways in which we can continue to improve this youth initiative.
Please direct any input you might have towards a member of the Youth and
Education Committee. We pray that Plants & Pillars will be a blessing to our
young people throughout North America and are grateful for all the help you as
pastors and church leaders have provided to make it a success.
Gerrit Sinke
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Youth & Education Committee of the Free Reformed Churches
Balance Sheet
December 31, 2018
Assets

2018

2017

2016

2015

Cash & Term Dep.

$19,154

$13,914

$7,005

$20,364

Total Assets

$19,154

$13,914

$7,005

$20,364

Accounts Payable
Loans Payable

$0
$0

$0
$0

$0
$0

$0
$0

Total Liabilities

$0

$0

$0

$0

Beginning Balance
Operating Surplus (‐)

$13,914
$5,240

$7,005
$6,909

$20,894
‐$13,889

$20,249
$645

Ending Balance

$19,154

$13,914

$7,005

$20,894

Total Liabilities and
Equity

$19,154

$13,914

$7,005

$20,894

Liabities

Equity
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Youth & Education Committee of the Free Reformed Churches
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures
For the Year Ended December 2018
2018
2017
2016
2015
Receipts
Quotas
Collections
Book Sales
Messenger Sub.
Other

$17,435

$12,174

$13,928

$16,333

$1,157

$7,010
$10

$8,364
$49

$8,319

Totals

$18,592

$19,193

$22,341

$24,652

$0

$0

$368
$9,780

$577
$9,285
$96

$3,760
$130

$7,492
$18,589

$7,161
$6,888

$13,352

$12,285

$36,230

$24,007

$5,240

$6,909

‐$13,889

$645

Disbursements
Purchase of Books
Seminar Expenses
Office Expense
Committee Exp.
Magazine Exp.
Camp(s) Exp.
Bank Charges
Publication Exp
(Youth Messenger)
Devotional Books
Plants & Pillars
Total
Operating Surplus
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$12,319
$2

$8,395
$0

$1,032
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Youth & Education Committee of the Free Reformed Churches
Budget for 2019 & Proposal for 2020
2018
Budget

2018
Actual

Variance
$
%

2019
Budget

2020
Estimate

$15,666

Receipts
Quotas
Collections
Book Sales
Messenger Sub.
Other

$17,435
$0
$1,157
$0
$0

Totals

*

$14,829
$0
$5,000
$200
$0

$2,606
$0
-$3,843
-$200
$0

15%
-332%

$14,829
$0
$2,500
$0
$0

$18,592

$20,029

-$1,437

-8%

$17,329

$16,666

Purchase of Books
Seminar Expenses
Office Expense
Committee Exp.
Magazine Exp.
Camp Exp. East
Camp Exp. Alberta
Camp Exp. BC

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$8,000
$1,600
$2,719

$0
$0
$200
$200
$600
$8,000
$500
$500

$0
$0
-$200
-$200
-$600
$0
$1,100
$2,219

$0
$0
$0
$200
$0
$8,000
$1,000
$1,000

0
0
0
200
$0
$8,750
$2,000
$1,500

Bank Charges
Publication Exp
(Youth Messenger)
Devotional Books
Plants & Pillars

$2

$25

-$24

$25

$25

$0
$0
$1,032

$7,500
$2,000
$5,000

-$7,500
-$2,000
-$3,968

$0

-384%

$0
$0
$7,500

$7,500

$13,352

$24,525

-$11,173

-84%

$17,725

$19,975

$5,240

-$4,496

$9,736

186%

-$396

-$3,309

$1,000
$0
$0

Disbursements

Totals
Operating Surplus

**

0%
69%
1567%

Notes
*2018 had some roll over from 2017 from timing of deposits
**Camp BC expenses were for 2017 and 2018
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Ad Hoc FRC/HRC Unity Committee Report
Submitted to the Synods of the Free Reformed
Churches and Heritage Reformed Congregations
March 7, 2019

Esteemed brethren,
The FRC-HRC Unity Committee met twice since our last synod meetings, once in
person at Grace FRC in Brantford on October 10, 2018 and again by conference
call on January 11, 2019. It has been a joy and privilege to meet together.
Currently the committee consists of the following members:
 FRC: Mr. Connor Keuning, Mr. Ed Laman, Rev. E. Moerdyk, Rev. J.
Schoeman
 HRC: Mr. Kevin Ash, Mr. Jim Beeke, Rev. M. Kelderman, Rev. D.
Overbeek
1.0 Unity Report 2018
We are pleased to inform you that both synods interacted with the report in a
positive way with each synod providing constructive feedback on various aspects
of the report.
What follows is a summary of what was decided at each synod concerning the
recommendations of this report and your committee’s recommendations.
For your convenience we have attached 3 appendices:




Appendix 1 – Discussion of the Unity Committee Report taken from the
FRC Acts of Synod, 2018
Appendix 2 - Discussion of the Unity Committee Report taken from the
HRC Minutes of Synod, 2018
Appendix 3 – Report of the FRC Ad Hoc Committee on the Westminster
Standards

NOTE: The FRC-HRC Unity Committee’s Report to Synod 2018 can be found in
our respective synods’ agendas under the section entitled “Inter-Church
Relations Committee” (FRC) and “Church Correspondence Committee” (HRC).
1.1 Reasons to Unite
Unity Committee Report, 2018: “While we have different histories with each
producing its own ethos, and while we certainly have our weaknesses which
need ongoing reformation, we believe there are many reasons why we as
denominations should unite. The principal reasons are listed here: / Biblical
support: Our Lord is displeased with the disunity in His Church and calls for
spiritual unity in John 17:21 ‘That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that
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thou hast sent me.’ This unity must be observable by the world. The world is
totally incapable of observing spiritual unity.”
1.1.1 Outcome of FRC Discussion, FRC Synod 2018: Motion carried to
delete the final sentence “the world is totally incapable of observing
spiritual unity” and replace it with “the clearest manifestation of this
unity includes institutional unity.”

1.1.2 Outcome of HRC Discussion, HRC Synod, 2018: Motion carried to
combine the preface with the biblical reasons as follows: “REASONS
TO UNITE: While we have different histories with each producing its
own ethos, and while we certainly have our weaknesses which need
ongoing reformation, we believe there are many reasons why we as
denominations should unite. Our Lord prayed for the unity of His
people in John 17:21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me. In an effort to manifest that unity that
we have in Christ with all believers, we are committing ourselves to
attempting to forge organizational unity along the following lines: Etc.

1.1.3 Unity Committee Recommendation: Retain the preamble. Replace the
wording under “Biblical” to “Our Lord prays for the unity of His church
(John 17:21).”
1.2 Bible Translation
Unity Committee Report, 2018: “Confirm that the two denominations are best
served by committing to continued use of the KJV as its official translation in
Synod and other broader assemblies and confirm that the FRC decisions
regarding the use of the NKJV be allowed to stand and should apply to all of the
churches within the united federation, meaning that each congregation has
freedom to decide which Bible version to use: KJV or NKJV.”

1.2.1 Outcome of FRC Discussion, FRC Synod 2018: The recommendation
is adopted.

1.2.2 Outcome of HRC Discussion, HRC Synod, 2018: Synod is not ready to
confirm this item. Concern was also expressed that the footnotes in the
NKJV can create doubt regarding the authenticity of certain words or
portions of Scripture.
NOTE: The committee located a NKJV Bible that is printed without
footnotes. It is available through the American Bible Society.

1.2.3 Unity Committee Recommendations
2.3.1 The HRC Synod should consider undertaking its own evaluation
of the NKJV.
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2.3.2 Contact Thomas Nelson Publishers (which publishes the NKJV)
to determine if they might be willing to address the concerns
raised in the FRC study report and to issue a revised version of
the NKJV without the footnotes.
Note: Our committee appointed Mr. Jim Beeke and Rev. Jack
Schoeman to begin a preliminary investigation. Initial contact is
promising. A copy of the FRC study report was sent to Thomas Nelson
for their consideration at their request.
1.3 Headcoverings
Unity Committee Report, 2018: “Confirm that the issue of whether a woman
should have her head covered in the worship service warrants serious
consideration – both by consistories and every professing Christian – and must
be decided on exegetical grounds alone.”

1.3.1 Outcome of FRC Discussion, FRC Synod 2018: Carried
1.3.2 Outcome of HRC Discussion, HRC Synod, 2018: Amended to read
“Confirm that the issue of whether a woman should have her head
covered in the worship service warrants serious consideration by
consistories and must be decided on exegetical grounds alone.” This
amendment was made because the HRC Synod wanted to clarify the
responsibility of church leadership in this matter and that decisions not
be made on pragmatics or feelings, but on biblical exegetical grounds
alone.

1.3.3 Unity Committee Recommendation: The FRC synod should adopt the
HRC amendment.
1.4 Extra Confessional Statements
Unity Committee Report, 2018: “Confirm that extra-confessional Synodical
statements dealing with head covering in worship services and other matters are
not desirable. The Bible and our Confessions should suffice to give directions in
all matters pertaining to life and godliness.”

1.4.1 Outcome of FRC Discussion, FRC Synod 2018: Carried
1.4.2 Outcome of HRC Discussion, HRC Synod, 2018: Amended to read
“Replace item 4 with the HRC stance, as described in Synod motion #
160607-46: “The Heritage Reformed Congregations take the following
stance regarding study reports. First, we acknowledge and affirm the
following (descending) order of authority: the Bible, the confessions,
the church order, and lastly, study reports. Study reports represent
explanations of our views regarding particular, current, cultural
situations, and as such have not experienced the collective scrutiny of
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the larger Reformed or Presbyterian Church afforded to more
authoritative documents, such as the confessions. Study reports
represent synod’s recommendations and advice pertaining to specific
issues. We recognize that study reports should serve as explanatory
helps to the congregations, particularly in addressing issues that may
be causing strife and division in or among the congregations. As such,
we do not advocate issuing study reports on every minor concern.
Additionally, we note that, since position papers provide a
denominationally approved report regarding our view on specific
issues, they may prove to be valuable in light of our increasingly
litigious society.”

1.4.3 Unity Committee Recommendations:
1.4.3.1 Refer this and all other matters relating to Church Order to the
joint Church Order ad hoc Committee.

1.4.3.2 Ask both synods to clarify whether the joint Church Order ad
hoc committee reports directly to synod. We recommend that
as this committee is appointed by synod, therefore, it should
report directly to synod and not to our committee.
1.5 PRTS (A)
Unity Committee Report, 2018: “Confirm that prudent governance of PRTS
reflecting its vision of serving firstly the supporting denominations and secondly
the world-wide church is critical for future growth and faithfulness.”

1.5.1 Outcome of FRC Discussion, FRC Synod 2018: Carried
1.5.2 Outcome of HRC Discussion, HRC Synod, 2018: Carried
1.5.3 Unity Committee Recommendation: None
1.6 PRTS (B)
Unity Committee Report, 2018: “Confirm that the ultimate control of PRTS
resides with the church, reflecting the important biblically grounded “by the
church, for the church (denominational and universal)” principle.”

1.6.1 Outcome of FRC Discussion, FRC Synod 2018: Carried
1.6.2 Outcome of HRC Discussion, HRC Synod, 2018: Amended to read
“Confirm that the ultimate control of PRTS resides with the HRC or
future controlling denomination, reflecting the important biblically
grounded “by the church, for the church (denominational and
universal)” principle.
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1.6.3 Unity Committee Recommendation: Adopt the amendment made by
the HRC synod changing the word “controlling” to “united”.
1.7 Church Order
Unity Committee Report, 2018: “Appoint a joint FRC/HRC committee to study
each denomination’s Church Order with a proposal to blend the church orders
along with the rationale for proposing the same, while adhering to proven
Reformed standards of church polity, clearly delineating the authority of the local
consistory and the broader assemblies.”

1.7.1 Outcome of FRC Discussion, FRC Synod 2018: Amended to read
“Appoint a joint FRC/HRC committee to propose a provisional church
order along with the rationale for proposing the same, while adhering
to proven Reformed standards of church polity, clearly delineating the
authority of the local consistory and the broader assemblies.”

1.7.2 Outcome of HRC Discussion, HRC Synod, 2018: Carried
1.7.3 Unity Committee Recommendation: Adopt the amendment made by
the FRC synod.
1.8 Westminster Standards
Unity Committee Report, 2018: “The FRC is to appoint a committee to study the
desirability of officially granting permission to local churches to adopt the
Westminster Standards as doctrinal standards, and report back to Synod 2019.”

1.8.1 Outcome of FRC Discussion, FRC Synod 2018: Carried, tasking the
FRC members of the Ad Hoc Unity committee to conduct this study.

1.8.2 Outcome of HRC Discussion, HRC Synod, 2018: “Synod moved that
the committee encourages the FRC to include the Westminster
Standards as denominational doctrinal standards, but to give
autonomy to the local church in how they use and teach these.”

1.8.3 Unity Committee Recommendation: Defer action until such time as the
FRC Synod has had an opportunity to respond to its ad hoc
committee’s report (see Appendix 3).

1.8.4 Unity Committee Recommendation: The FRC Synod-appointed
committee should consider inviting two HRC representatives to its
meetings, who have previous experience pertaining to the HRC
adoption of the Westminster standards, to work toward a common
HRC and FRC “adopting” or “endorsing” statement.
1.9 Educating Congregations
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Unity Committee Report, 2018: “Appoint FRC and HRC brothers to educate our
congregations toward unity, using the plan described in the attached report on
this issue.”

1.9.1 Outcome of FRC Discussion, FRC Synod 2018: Amended to read “To
mandate the Ad Hoc committee to serve as a resource to consistories
in promoting unity, along the lines of the plans outlined in the attached
report.”

1.9.2 Outcome of HRC Discussion, HRC Synod, 2018: “Synod tabled this
recommendation and requests that the committee draft a detailed plan
on how this recommendation would be carried out and to present that
to a future Synod.”

1.9.3 Unity Committee Recommendations:
1.9.3.1 That the FRC-HRC Unity Committee write a letter reminding
the consistories of what our synods decided on this point and
also reminding them of all the recommendations. This letter
should include a bulletin paragraph for all the bulletins, stating
the purpose for doing this, as well as pointing out that this is
being done in all of the churches in both federations.

1.9.3.2 Encourage all pastors to preach on the subject of unity during
the second service on Pentecost Sunday.

1.9.3.3 Ask the editors of both denominational magazines to appoint
someone to introduce their denomination in the form of an
article to be published in each magazine at the same time.

1.9.3.4 Publish parts of the Unity Report in both denominational
magazines.

1.9.3.5 Discuss the Unity Committee Report during a combined
session when the synods of both denominations meet
concurrently.
1.10 Opportunities To Get To Know Each Other Better
Unity Committee Report, 2018: “Request our Synods and consistories to
purposefully organize opportunities for our members to meet each other and
participate in common events. Our membership needs to increasingly experience
that which our office-bearers have, i.e. that the more we meet together the more
heartfelt unity is felt.”

1.10.1 Outcome of FRC Discussion, FRC Synod 2018: Carried
1.10.2 Outcome of HRC Discussion, HRC Synod, 2018: “Synod moved that
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the clerk send a letter to each of the churches with respect to
purposefully organizing opportunities for our members to meet each
other and participate in common events.”

1.10.3 Unity Committee Recommendation: Request consistories to include in
their reports to Synod 2020 what steps they have taken towards
achieving this goal
NOTE: As committee, we struggle with the question: To what degree
should getting to know each other at the grassroots level be a condition for
union? Our thought is that while a union between our churches should not
be something that is imposed on the churches by the synods, and while
getting to know each other at the grassroots level is certainly ideal and we
should make every effort to achieve this, it is not always practicable given
the distances that separate us. Nor should this be a condition for union.
We ask that the synods discuss this question and provide the committee
with guidance on this matter.
2.0 Mandate
The mandate of this committee is to:

a. Help our respective federations understand the scriptural and confessional
grounds for church union;

b. Assess the desirability and feasibility of an eventual union between the
FRC and HRC, taking into consideration both our similarities and
differences and the obstacles that stand in the way of such a union, paying
particular attention to the governance, financing and vision of the seminary;
c. Propose ways in which these obstacles can be overcome.
In our view, upon acceptance of the recommendations made in this report, we
have completed b and c of our mandate. However, we have not addressed the
first part of our mandate aside from a brief statement citing John 17 in the
preamble to our 2018 report. We, therefore, ask the synods for more time to
complete this aspect of our mandate.
3.0 Committee Status
It has come to our attention that the HRC members of the Unity Committee are
simply a sub committee of the Church Correspondence Committee (CCC). In the
FRC, the Unity Committee is an ad hoc committee that is answerable directly to
synod. We suggest that the HRC synod does the same so that the lines of
accountability will be the same.
4.0 Concurrent synods
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To date we have held three concurrent synods. Based on the feedback we have
received, this has proven to be a great way to get to know each other better. We
suggest making this a standard practice.
The HRC has requested that the next concurrent synod meeting be held at PRTS
in Grand Rapids, hosted by the HRC, beginning with a prayer service in the
evening of Monday, June 8, 2020, DV. We remind the synods that the past three
concurrent synods have all been held in Ontario (once in Dundas FRC, once in
St George FRC and once in Jordan HRC). The practice in the HRC has been to
hold their synod meetings in each congregation on a rotating basis.
While we recognize that holding synod in Grand Rapids will involve extra travel
and expense for the FRC churches, the committee feels that this is justified.
5.0 Combined Consistory Meetings
For several years, the western FRCs have invited the Chilliwack HRC to attend
their combined consistory meeting. This is another way we can get to know each
other better. We suggest that this be the practice in the other combined
consistory meetings as well.
NOTE: We understand that delegates from the HRC attended the Combined
Consistory East that met in February 2019.
6.0. Recommendations:
6.1. Approve the committee recommendations under section 1.0 of this
report
6.2. Ask the calling church of each FRC combined consistory meeting to
invite local HRC pastors and/or elders to attend the meeting as a matter
of standard practice.
6.3. Hold concurrent synod meetings as a standard practice
6.4. Hold the next concurrent synod (2020) at PRTS in Grand Rapids, MI,
beginning with the prayer service on Monday evening, June 8, DV,
hosted by the HRC.
6.5. Declare that upon approval of the recommendations in this report, parts
b and c of the committee’s mandate are completed.
6.6. Grant further time to the committee to complete part a of its mandate.
6.7. Ask the HRC synod to appoint the four HRC members of Unity sub
committee to an ad hoc Unity Committee that is answerable directly to
the HRC synod.
6.8. Approve the actions of the committee
Respectfully, on behalf of the Unity Committee,
Rev. J. Schoeman, Mr. Jim Beeke
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Appendix 1: Discussion of Unity Committee Report, FRC Synod, 2018
Article 29
The chair notes that this initial session is intended for delegates to provide some
feedback from the consistory discussions before we have the joint session with
the HRC Synod. The joint session will be a discussion only and then each synod
will return to its own session to consider the recommendations.
The following major points are made:
Recommendation #7 speaks of “blending” church orders. The suggestion is
made to begin with the basic principles of the 1618 Church Order and
develop a new Church Order as it will be very difficult to blend the church
orders of both denominations.
 Various delegates speak about how much weight is given to formal
denominational unity. Unity processes can be divisive with families,
churches, and sometimes denominations dividing and whether simply
working cooperatively might be an equally prudent way to express unity.
 Various questions are made about the HRC’s adoption of the Westminster
Confession with some confusion expressed about which edition and the
nature of the footnotes/ provisos that accompany its adoption.
 There are differing perspectives expressed about the place and governance
of the seminary within a new denomination. Some delegates express the
concern that the seminary and its vision has a disproportionate impact while
others express appreciation for the “big vision” of the seminary and its
worldwide vision of the church.
 Note is taken of the general favourable response of FRC members to the
preaching of HRC ministers on our pulpit, with the urging that this response
to the preaching reflects a form of unity that already exists.



Article 30
The meeting reconvenes in joint session with Rev. Koopman chairing. The report
is considered section by section.
Reasons to Unite:
A discussion is held in which the following major points are made:
 The entire report is based on the conviction that disunity is sin and that
there is an obligation to unite. It is noted that a parochial focus grieves the
spirit of God and throughout history, revival has usually been accompanied
by a broad view of the church and its mandate.
 There is a question as to whether organizational unity is required to be
spiritually united. There can be visible cooperation and unity without
denominational unity. We cannot say the unity of John 17 demands
federative union.
 It is noted that John 17:21 compares the unity between the Father and Son
in the Trinity with the desired unity of the church. That text’s emphasis on
“that the world may know” gives a high obligation for organizational unity.
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Some delegates express the concern that our unity needs to be a
“confessional” unity, which implies something more than a feeling of unity or
a sense of spiritual oneness. There is concern that the adoption of the
Westminster Confession by the HRC is somewhat confusing in this regard
in that there are certain footnotes or qualifications attached to their adoption
as well as discretion allowed to local congregations. Beyond seeking
clarification of these particulars, the larger point is whether there is some
difference as to what subscription and a confessional unity obligates us.
Are there any biblical passages which give us grounds not to work towards
unity?
Caution is expressed regarding the divisive consequences that unity can
possibly have not only within federations but also within congregations and
families.
It is noted that we should acknowledge the progress towards unity that has
been made. We need to proceed cautiously and learn from the mistakes
from others in history, when leaders have moved at a different pace than
congregations, especially keeping in mind those congregations who do not
have a congregation of the other denomination geographically proximate.
It is noted that Recommendations #1-6 are descriptions of “if we would
move forward, this is what it might look like” whereas recommendations #712 regard the process of moving together.
The suggestion is made that exchanging denominational yearbooks would
help get to know one another better.
It is noted that extensive pulpit exchanges have shown that the evidence of
our unity is most clearly seen at the level of a common preaching. This is
also the manner in which the members in the pew will be able to evaluate
the unity.

History and Heritage
 A question is raised regarding how HRC churches view their pre-1993
historical tradition. An HRC delegate notes that the real issue in the split in
1993 regarded the preaching of the free offer of grace. There were two
wings within the NRC – one was more of a Reformed experiential line that
emphasized education and the other emphasized experience and was
dismissive of formal education. The initial HRC churches in 1993 wanted to
keep what was good in the Reformed experiential tradition of the NRC but to
let go of some of the “experientialism” that had developed. Because none of
the ministers had direct educational ties to the Netherlands, there was more
room for the Puritan tradition to take hold in the HRC. The HRC history has
unfolded as a merging of both the Dordt and Westminster traditions.
Bible Translations
 Concern is expressed that the footnotes that accompany standard print
editions of the NKJV are problematic.
 It is noted that while there is a strong commitment to the majority text and
study reports received by synod and used for educational purposes touch on
this matter, the FRC has never made an official statement regarding the
majority text.
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Head Coverings
The HRC has studied this issue and provided educational resources. While
note is taken that the issue is being left for local congregations, some
delegates in support of the necessity of head coverings express concern that
those who do not follow this practice rarely engage the exegetical arguments
as a basis in defence of their position.



Theological Education
 The prominence of the seminary and its broad academic vision, which
includes the PhD program, is a concern for some delegates. While
appreciation for the present work of the seminary is expressed, concern is
also expressed regarding how the seminary will protect itself against
“mission drift”.
 Appreciation is expressed for the seminary, noting that a broader academic
vision also serves the church, providing opportunities for continuing
education for existing ministers, providing faculty that publishes current
theological writings that can serve the ministry, and providing resources
such as counsellors that are also needed in the ministry of the church.
 There is appreciation expressed for the broad vision of the seminary, noting
how that our own students have their horizons expanded by interacting and
learning from students around the globe.
 While some tensions regarding the governance and the principle of “by the
church for the church” are acknowledged, it is pointed out that if the global
mission of the seminary were separated from the seminary’s task in training
our own ministers, both of these missions would be fully supported by both
denominations. It is in the area of governance and teaching that some
tensions have arisen. Some suggest that there are ways to develop
governance models that appropriately provide ways to balance the differing
concerns.
Consistories vs. Synodical Authority
 Note is taken that the developing of a new church order will provide an
opportunity to reconsider present practices, not just in order to deal with
technical issues, but more foundationally in order to consider the basic
principles of ecclesiastical authority and how they are implemented in
practice.
Missions Ministry
 FRC missions has a mandate to move towards mission work through
training of local men for ministry. This aligns the HRC and FRC vision.
 There is mention that the migrant ministry should be included in the report.
Westminster Standards
 Clarification is sought regarding the nature of and implementation of the
HRC adoption of Westminster Standards. In response, it is noted that the
Westminster standards are seen to be important in responding to
contemporary issues relating to covenant theology, federal vision, adoption
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and assurance of faith issues, etc. The adoption of these standards also
opens the door to the Presbyterian world and serves PRTS’s outreach.
Local HRC churches have the freedom but are not obligation to adopt the
Westminster standards - a freedom which has been exercised by various
churches. It is noted that at a congregational level, the differing standards
are seen to augment each other. A slight modification of the OPC version of
the Westminster standards is being utilized.
It is noted that this issue is important within the HRC as it encapsulates the
denominational identity. They are the Heritage Reformed Church, not the
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Church. Although the denomination has a
short history, they identify within a deeper and broader Dutch and English
tradition.
It is noted in a local congregational setting, there are varied practices with
many still using the Three Forms of Unity for catechetical instruction but
regularly cross- referencing the Westminster standards.
Some delegates note that some of the debate on this issue surrounds not
the Westminster Standards themselves but the way “subscription” is
understood within the two federations. The tighter understanding in the FRC
means the different ways the traditions deal with issues like divorce and
remarriage become an issue to be resolved and prevent “subscription” to
both standards, while the HRC seems to take a more functional perspective.

Educating Our Congregations Toward Unity
 The suggestion is made that confession of faith classes be used to instruct
regarding unity between denominations.
 The suggestion is made that local HRC churches be invited to observe
combined consistory meetings as is the existing practice in the west.
 The suggestion is made that at an office-bearers conference, we divide into
small groups and have elders-pastors discussions on papers.
Regarding the holding of concurrent synods, Rev. Lipsy notes that the HRC is
seeking to balance local involvement within the HRC with concurrent synods and
therefore is proposing a concurrent synod with the FRC every other year. He
emphasizes that this decision should not be interpreted as a desire to send any
negative signal regarding unity discussions.
Rev. Lipsy leads in prayer and we sing Psalter 166:1& 6. The combined session
is dismissed.
Article 33
The recommendations of the report are considered in turn.
1. Confirm the legitimacy of the above-listed biblical, confessional and
practical reasons to unite.
Moved/Seconded
In discussion, concern is expressed regarding the wording of the final
sentence. A motion is made to amend the motion to read: To confirm in
principle the legitimacy of the above-listed biblical, confessional and
practical reasons to unite, recommending that the final sentence “the
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world is totally incapable of observing spiritual unity” would be better
worded “the clearest manifestation of this unity includes institutional
unity.”
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Motion as amended carries.

2. Confirm that the two denominations are best served by committing to
continued use of the KJV as its official translation in Synod and other
broader assemblies and confirm that the FRC decisions regarding the use
of the NKJV be allowed to stand and should apply to all of the churches
within the united federation, meaning that each congregation has freedom
to decide which Bible version to use: KJV or NKJV.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

3. Confirm that the issue of whether a woman should have her head covered
in the worship service warrants serious consideration – both by consistories
and every professing Christian – and must be decided on exegetical
grounds alone.
Moved/Seconded
In discussion, concern is expressed that the wording “confirm” reflects
a particular point a view and that this issue may take long times of
discussion. It is noted that this discussion is at a consistory level.
Carried.

4. Confirm that extra-confessional Synodical statements dealing with head
covering in worship services and other matters are not desirable. The Bible
and our Confessions should suffice to give directions in all matters
pertaining to life and godliness.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

5. Confirm that prudent governance of PRTS reflecting its vision of serving
firstly the supporting denominations and secondly the world-wide church is
critical for future growth and faithfulness.
Moved/Seconded.
A discussion is held as to whether there are alternative methods of
governance that might address the various concerns that have been
expressed regarding the seminary. It is noted that the recommendation
indicates “prudent governance” and provides possibility for various
arrangements.
Carried.

6. Confirm that the ultimate control of PRTS resides with the church,
reflecting the important biblically grounded “by the church, for the church
(denominational and universal)” principle.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

7. Appoint a joint FRC/HRC committee to study each denomination’s Church
Order with a proposal to blend the church orders along with the rationale
for proposing the same, while adhering to proven Reformed standards of
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church polity, clearly delineating the authority of the local consistory and
the broader assemblies.
Moved/Seconded.
After discussion, a motion is made to amend the proposal to read:
Appoint a joint FRC/HRC committee to propose a provisional
church order along with the rationale for proposing the same, while
adhering to proven Reformed standards of church polity, clearly
delineating the authority of the local consistory and the broader
assemblies.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
Motion as amended carries.

8. Charge each denomination’s mission committees (including local outreach
committees) to meet and study the opportunities and challenges of making
careful strategic improvements to a combined missional vision, structures,
methodologies and activities.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

9. The FRC is to appoint a committee to study the desirability of officially
granting permission to local churches to adopt the Westminster Standards
as doctrinal standards, and report back to Synod 2019.
Moved/Seconded.
Clarity is provided regarded how the Westminster Standards
function within the HRC. Although the denomination has adopted
these standards, each local consistory has autonomy as to how (or
if) they function locally. Some churches have adopted them, others
have not. Office bearers and members generally agree with both
sets but in some churches, only one is officially subscribed to. It is
up to the local consistory as to how to implement. It is also noted
that catechetical instruction does not always include all of these
standards.
A motion is made to amend the motion, tasking the FRC members
of the AdHoc Church Unity committee to conduct this study.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
The motion as amended carries.

10. Appoint FRC and HRC brothers to educate our congregations toward unity,
using the plan described in the attached report on this issue.
Moved/Seconded
In discussion, various practical suggestions are made (including
making this a question that church visitors ask of consistories) as well
as nuance and concern provided regarding various of the suggestions
in the report imposing activities on local consistories. A motion is made
and seconded to amend the motion to read:
To mandate the Ad Hoc committee to serve as a resource to
consistories in promoting unity, along the lines of the plans outlined in
the attached report.
Carried.
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11. Request our Synods and consistories to purposefully organize
opportunities for our members to meet each other and participate in
common events. Our membership needs to increasingly experience that
which our office-bearers have, i.e. that the more we meet together the
more heartfelt unity is felt.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.

12. Hold concurrent synod meetings annually from now on.
A motion is made to amend the motion to read: To support the concept
of holding concurrent synods as practicable.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
The chair requests the Ad-Hoc Committee to bring implementation
recommendations regarding all of these matters to a future session of this
synod.
Article 42
The adhoc Unity Committee recommends the following to implement the
decisions previously made:
Appointments:
 FRC-HRC Church order committee: Rev. VanderMeyden ex officio, Rev.
Koopman, Ray Pennings. (HRC has appointed Rev. Elshout and Rev.
Fintelman).
 Charge our mission committees to contact their HRC counterparts in
order to brainstorm as per recommendation 8 of the recommendations:
letter from the 2nd clerk




Westminster desirability: the present FRC members of the joint
committee.
Encourage local consistories to deliberately pursue further contact with
HRC churches on a grass roots level: 2nd clerk letter making the
committee available as a resource.

Assignments moving forward:
 Further suggestions for improving unity on the grassroots level as a
resource for local churches.
 Reworking the wording of the Biblical reason to unite.
 Discussion of the updating and revising of our liturgical forms, and the
updating of our confessions.
Finance committee: instruct our finance committee to meet with the HRC
Emeritus committee and compare our respective ways of doing things, so that
Synod can be alerted to potential matters to resolve down the road.
Moved/Seconded/Carried.
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Appendix 2: Discussion of Unity Committee Report, HRC Synod, 2018
Motion that the FRC-HRC Unity Committee continues to meet, as they see
necessary, to reflect on the thoughts and notes recorded from both the
discussion with the FRC, as well as the subsequent discussion of the twelve
recommendations. (motion 180605-18, Elder. J. Beeke, Rev F. VanderZwaag,
carried)
Regarding the twelve recommendations contained in the document “HRC-FRC
Unity Issue Report and Papers” Synod combined the preface of “REASONS TO
UNITE” with the paragraph under the “Biblical” heading (page 40 of Synod
agenda) to read as follows:
REASONS TO UNITE While we have different histories with each producing its
own ethos, and while we certainly have our weaknesses which need ongoing
reformation, we believe there are many reasons why we as denominations
should unite. Our Lord prayed for the unity of His people in John 17:21 That they
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. In an effort to
manifest that unity that we have in Christ with all believers, we are committing
ourselves to attempting to forge organizational unity along the following lines:
Etc. (motion 180605-19, Elder. P. Greendyk, Rev. B. Elshout, carried)
In response to each of the recommendations (p.41, and shown below in italics):
1. Confirm the legitimacy of the above-listed biblical, confessional and
practical reasons to unite.
Accept this statement based on the amended preface [refer to previous
motion 180605-19] (motion 180605-20, Rev. J. Serafini, Rev. D. Overbeek,
carried)
2. Confirm that the two denominations are best served by committing to
continued use of the KJV as its official translation in Synod and other
broader assemblies and confirm that the FRC decisions regarding the use
of the NKJV be allowed to stand and should apply to all of the churches
within the united federation, meaning that each congregation has freedom
to decide which Bible version to use: KJV or NKJV.
Synod is not ready to confirm this item. (motion 180605-21, Rev. F.
VanderZwaag, Rev. J. Serafini, carried)
3. Confirm that the issue of whether a woman should have her head covered
in the worship service warrants serious consideration – both by
consistories and every professing Christian – and must be decided on
exegetical grounds alone.
Synod accepts the following modified version (motion 180605-22, Rev. B.
Elshout, Elder J. Zomer, carried)
“Confirm that the issue of whether a woman should have her head covered
in the worship service warrants serious consideration by consistories and
must be decided on exegetical grounds alone.”
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4. Confirm that extra-confessional Synodical statements dealing with head
covering in worship services and other matters are not desirable. The Bible
and our Confessions should suffice to give directions in all matters
pertaining to life and godliness.
Replace item 4 with the HRC stance, as described in Synod motion #
160607-46:
“The Heritage Reformed Congregations take the following stance regarding
study reports. First we acknowledge and affirm the following (descending)
order of authority: the Bible, the confessions, the church order, and lastly,
study reports. Study reports represent explanations of our views regarding
particular, current, cultural situations, and as such have not experienced
the collective scrutiny of the larger Reformed or Presbyterian Church
afforded to more authoritative documents, such as the confessions. Study
reports represent synod’s recommendations and advice pertaining to
specific issues. We recognize that study report should serve as
explanatory helps to the congregations, particularly in addressing issues
that may be causing strife and division in or among the congregations. As
such, we do not advocate issuing study reports on every minor concern.
Additionally, we note that, since position papers provide a denominationally
approved report regarding our view on specific issues, they may prove to
be valuable in light of our increasingly litigious society.”
(motion 180605-23, Rev. T. Klaver, Elder J. Beeke, carried)
5. Confirm that prudent governance of PRTS reflecting its vision of serving
firstly the supporting denominations and secondly the world-wide church is
critical for future growth and faithfulness.
Synod confirms this item regarding PRTS. (motion 180605-24, Rev. B.
Elshout, Elder J. Zomer, carried)
6. Confirm that the ultimate control of PRTS resides with the church,
reflecting the important biblically grounded “by the church, for the church
(denominational and universal)” principle.
Synod supports a modified statement as follows: “Confirm that the ultimate
control of PRTS resides with the HRC or future controlling denomination,
reflecting the important biblically grounded “by the church, for the church
(denominational and universal)” principle. (motion 180605-25, Elder J.
Beeke, Rev. F. vanderZwaag, carried)
7. Appoint a joint FRC/HRC committee to study each denomination’s Church
Order with a proposal to blend the church orders along with the rationale
for proposing the same, while adhering to proven Reformed standards of
church polity, clearly delineating the authority of the local consistory and
the broader assemblies.
Synod accepts this recommendation. (motion 180605-26, Rev. J. Neels,
Rev. D. Overbeek, carried) Synod appointed Rev. B. Elshout, and Rev. M.
Fintelman to this committee. (motion 180605-27, Elder J. Beeke, Rev. P.
van der Hoek, carried)
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8. Charge each denomination’s mission committees (including local outreach
committees) to meet and study the opportunities and challenges of making
careful strategic improvements to a combined missional vision, structures,
methodologies and activities.
Synod approved this recommendation. (motion 180605-28, Rev. J.
Serafini, Elder M. Fintelman, carried)
9. The FRC is to appoint a committee to study the desirability of officially
granting permission to local churches to adopt the Westminster Standards
as doctrinal standards, and report back to Synod 2019.
Synod moved that the committee encourages the FRC to include the
Westminster Standards as denominational doctrinal standards, but to give
autonomy to the local church in how they use and teach these. (motion
180605-29, Dr. J. Beeke, Elder S. Yin, carried)
10. Appoint FRC and HRC brothers to educate our congregations toward
unity, using the plan described in the attached report on this issue.
Synod tabled this recommendation and requests that the committee draft a
detailed plan on how this recommendation would be carried out and to
present that to a future Synod.
11. Request our Synods and consistories to purposefully organize
opportunities for our members to meet each other and participate in
common events. Our membership needs to increasingly experience that
which our office-bearers have, i.e. that the more we meet together the
more heartfelt unity is felt.
Synod moved that the clerk send a letter to each of the churches with
respect to purposefully organizing opportunities for our members to meet
each other and participate in common events. (motion 180605-30, Elder J.
Beeke, Dr. J. Beeke, carried)
12. Hold concurrent synod meetings annually from now on.
Synod moved to continue annual concurrent Synod meetings but makes
provisions for combined consistory meetings. Synod requests that the
committee requests details of how this works in the FRC and to provide
these details to Synod 2019. (motion 180605-31, Rev. D. Overbeek, Rev.
B. Elshout, carried)
Synod moved to appoint two members to work with the FRC members on a
Confessions/Forms Revision Committee. (motion 180605-32, Elder T. Beeke,
Rev. T. Klaver, defeated)
Synod moved to conduct concurrent synods every other year, while regional
HRC Synods would occur during the off year. (motion 180605-33, Rev. P. van
der Hoek, Rev. B. Elshout, withdrawn)
Motion that the 2019 Synod meeting be concurrent with the FRC, at one of their
churches with the suggestion being St Thomas. (motion 180605-34, Rev. T.
Klaver, Rev. F. VanderZwaag, carried)
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Appendix 3: Report FRC Ad Hoc Committee Westminster Standards
The FRC members of the Ad Hoc FRC-HRC Unity Committee,
Having been tasked by Synod 2018 “to study the desirability of officially granting
permission to local churches to adopt the Westminster Standards as doctrinal
standards, and report back to Synod 2019” (Acts, 2018, p. 34),
Aware that:

1. While the FRC synod decided in 2008 to appoint a committee to investigate
this matter, after three years the committee was disbanded without ever
having submitted a report mainly due to the workload of the ministers who
were serving on the committee. In its oral report to synod, however, the
secretary of the committee declared that “the committee believes that the
Three Forms of Unity are a sufficient doctrinal statement for our churches”,

2. At its classis meeting in the spring of 2009, the HRC “adopted the
Westminster Standards” while stating that “each congregation is free to
choose whether to adopt these standards in addition to the Three Forms of
Unity and existing members are not required to accept the new standards”,

3. In its report to the HRC Classis, the committee tasked with investigating this
matter recommended (in part) that:

a. “Each consistory and congregation retains local autonomy as to how
much emphasis and teaching they desire to place on these standards”,

b. “Classis at this time only require subscription to one set of standards”
believing this to be “the most prudent way to avoid the problem of having
an individual object to having to subscribe to both sets of standards
when he is already a member or office-bearer of the congregation,
having taken up that membership under the impression that he or she
only needs to subscribe to one set of doctrinal standards”,

c. “Each local consistory can decide whether or not to require new
professing members [and office bearers] to subscribe to one set or to
both sets of doctrinal standards”,
Decides:

1. That while affirming that the Westminster Standards are faithful and
respected in their explanation of important points of doctrine, the decision of
the HRC regarding this matter is confusing and problematic,

a. It is confusing in that it sends out conflicting signals. On the one hand the
HRC officially adopted the Westminster Standards, but does not require
all of its congregations, its members or even office bearers to subscribe
to them. This, we believe, calls into question their status as confessional
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documents and begs the question whether it would be more correct to
say that the HRC “endorsed” rather than “adopted” these standards,

b. It is problematic in that not all members and office bearers are held to the
same doctrinal standard.

2. That in light of these concerns, we do not consider it to be desirable to grant
permission to local churches to adopt the Westminster Standards along the
lines proposed by the HRC,

3. To recommend to Synod 2019 to appoint an ad hoc committee to study the
Westminster Standards with a view to determining whether we as churches
should adopt them as confessional standards, building on the work that was
done by the previous committee.
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Ad-hoc Joint Church Order Committee Report
Addressed to Synods of Heritage Reformed and Free Reformed Churches

March 28, 2019
Esteemed Brothers,
Each of the FRC and HRC Synods of 2018, in adopting the report of the FRCHRC Unity Committee, adopted similar motions establishing this committee.
Having reviewed the slight wording differences, our committee is agreed that
there is no consequential difference (the one instructs us to study; the other to
propose) and so we have undertaken our work according to our mandate. (See
HRC pg. 10/ FRC Article 33 of 2018 Acts.) Our assignment is ”to study each
denomination’s church order with a proposal to blend the church orders, along
with a rationale for proposing the same…., while adhering to proven Reformed
standards of church polity, clearly delineating the authority of the local consistory
and the broader assemblies.”
The HRC Synod appointed Rev. B. Elshout and Rev. M. Fintelman while the
FRC appointed Rev. J. Koopman and Elder Ray Pennings to this committee. The
FRC also asked Rev. P. VanderMeyden to support this committee in an ex officio
capacity and the HRC brothers invited Rev. P. van der Hoek to join in a similar
capacity as Rev. Fintelman was unable to attend our in-person meeting. Your
committee has operated on a consensus model and has held two meetings: the
first by teleconference on January 31st and the second in person on March 21st.
Rev. Elshout serves as chair and Elder Pennings as secretary.
Attached to this report you will find two appendixes which we commend for your
review and feedback. The first is an educational document entitled Reformed
Church Order Principles (there is both a one- page summary version and four
page fuller version.) We began with the principles provided in the FRC/HRC
Unity report but felt that more explication was required to ensure we had a
common understanding of the foundational principles that would guide our work.
We strongly recommend that consistories review this carefully and provide us
with feedback and concerns, as it much healthier for us to ensure we have a
common understanding of the scriptural principles we are seeking to apply rather
than discover we have differences as we debate specific applications of those
principles “down in the weeds” when specific proposals are forwarded.
The second appendix is a summary chart of the articles in our church order
where there is discussion required that goes well beyond simply aligning the
articles. We have conducted an initial review of the entire church order, article by
article, alongside the original 1618-19 Dordt version, with a view to identifying
areas of alignment where only wording changes need to be sorted through, and
areas where more substantial discussion was needed. After this review, we
identified eight “Big Questions” that emerged and put forward provisional
consensus as it had developed in our meeting.

1. Regarding the HRC’s retention of original wording that does not have modern
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2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

7.
8.

application in our setting (e.g. Classis), the HRC brothers confirm that they
are not of the view that this needs to be retained, given that they themselves
have passed a resolution indicating that whenever the word “Classis”
appears, it has reference to Synod in their context.
Regarding the extent of regulation in the church order, we are all agreed that
where there is (in each of our church orders) extensive detail, these should
be relegated to an appendix or to sub-points and that we should first propose
a minimalist church order that reflects the principles and later deal with the
detailed regulations in the church order.
Regarding the issue of combined consistories/classis, there is consensus
that we will need to recommend a church order that has consistorial
delegation to Synod and that given the size of a proposed new federation
(30+ churches), it is a functional necessity that some sort of combined
consistory/classis be established to deal with church reports and other
practical matters. While the exact form of this can be discussed later, the
direction agreed on is along the lines of the FRC combined consistory
meeting.
Regarding the role that past synodical decisions of either federation would
play in a combined federation, we agree that churches cannot be bound by
decisions of a synod in which they were not a part and that in federating
together, local churches are not thereby automatically endorsing every
decision that has been made by the other’s synod nor are bound by them.
However, it will be incumbent on consistories proposing overtures to a synod
in the new federation to research the history of the subject matter in both
federations.
Regarding access to the pulpit and how this is dealt with, this is a matter that
requires further discussion. Included in that discussion should be how Article
3 licensed exhorters should be dealt with.
Regarding the language “consistory with the deacons”, it is confirmed that
the common usage in both of our federations is that the term consistory
includes pastors, elders and deacons while the terms elders (as in an “elders
meeting”) is commonly understood to include elders and pastors while the
term deacons (as in a “deacons meeting”) is understood to mean only the
deacons.
Regarding retired ministers support, this is a matter that will need to be
discussed further, keeping in mind not only the ecclesiastical but also the
legal implications of how this might be structured.
Regarding the function of the Westminster Standards, while the HRC has
adopted them at a federative level, it has left it up to each church to adopt
and implement them. There is a recognition that adopting the Westminster
Standards in the North American context has functioned more symbolically
than substantively. Various challenges regarding what this means in practice
are identified and while the matter requires further discussion, a preliminary
consensus emerges that this can be dealt with in a different way than official
formal adoption of the Westminster Standards by the new federation.

All of our work remains at a provisional “in progress” stage however we felt it
prudent to share these documents with the churches for two purposes.
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First, we want to ensure transparency and build trust in the process if we are
hopeful of unity at the end of the process. We are mindful that we are critical of
the 1892 union in the Netherlands because it was a top-down synodical process
and did not fully engage local consistories and congregations. We understand
that this has implications not only for the process leading to any proposed union,
but also requires further application in the process proposed for union itself.
However, by ensuring openness throughout the process, we hope to be better
able to deal with that challenge when the time comes.
Second, by “showing our work” even though it is at a provisional stage, we are
providing the churches an opportunity to provide feedback and to highlight areas
of concern or issues that we have missed.
While the smallness and intimacy of our committee facilitates the
accomplishment of our work, we do want to ensure that the full range of issues
are being considered.
We have no formal recommendations at this time but do look forward to receiving
the feedback that you may bring us.
May the Lord bless you in your deliberations. Ad-hoc FRC/HRC Church Order
Committee
From the HRC: Rev. B. Elshout, Chair, Rev. M. Fintelman, Rev. P. van der Hoek
(ex officio)
From the FRC: Rev. J. Koopman, Ray Pennings, Secretary, Rev. P.
VanderMeyden (ex officio)
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Summary Version Reformed Church Order Principles

1. Headship of Christ: Christ is the only Head of the Church (John 15:1-8,

Eph.1:10, 22,23, Eph.5:23, Col.1:18, cf. 1 Cor.11:3). Christ is the
Redeemer-Owner (“purchased”, Acts 20:28), the “one Mediator” (1
Tim.2:5), the “chief Shepherd” (1 Pet.5:4), the “one Master” (“for one is
your Master, even Christ,” Matt. 23:8,10) and King (John 18:36-37) of His
Church (Belg.Conf.#29,32).

2. Unity of the Church: The Church is One in union with Christ; this union
in its essence is a unity of the Spirit by faith in Christ and comes to
expression in the unity of all the world’s local churches who confess the
same faith in the Triune God and administer Christ’s ordinances
according to His Word (Eph.1:22-23; 4:3-6; Matt.10:32; 28:19-20; Jude
1:3).

3. Biblical Authority: Sola Scriptura: Christ governs His gathered people
directly and through officebearers, by His Word and Spirit; Scripture
alone is the authoritative, sufficient, conscience- binding standard for
discerning the will of God in Christ for faith and life, and therefore the only
standard for Shepherding (nurture, care and governance) His Church.
(Isa. 8:20; Matt.28:20; Acts 15:15-19; 2 Tim.3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:19).

4. Locality of Office: The office is bound to the local church. No office (of
elder, deacon, minister of the Gospel – whether as pastor, professor,
missionary, or evangelist) exists, except in an appointed relationship with
the local congregation and ordained by the instituted church (Acts 6:1-6;
Acts 14:23; Eph.4:7-12; cf. Rom.12:5-8).

5. Vested Authority of Christ: Christ’s has vested His authority upon the
local church through its office-bearers to carry out the official ministry of
the church. (Mat. 16:19; 18:17; 28:19-20; Acts 20:28, Eph. 4:11-12; 1
Tim. 4:14; 2 Cor.5:20).

6. Presbyterial Governance: Christ governs His Church through the office

of elders (ruling elders and ministers of the Word). Qualified and duly
appointed and ordained elders (presbuteroi) are called to rule the church
on the basis of the Word of God in His name (Acts 20:28-32; 1 Tim. 3:5;
2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 1:9).

7. Plurality of Office-bearers: The gathered congregation is to be

shepherded by a plurality of office-bearers; in particular, a plurality of
ruling elders (Acts 20:28, Eph. 4:11-13, 1 Tim. 3:5; Heb. 13:17), to avoid
one man “lording it over the flock” (1 Pet. 5:3) and better reflect the mind
of Christ since there is safety in the multitude of counsellors (Phil.2:2-5;
Prov.11:14).

8. Parity of Office-bearers: All elders have the same kind of ruling
authority; their authority is “on a par,” on the same level with one another.
Therefore, no one elder may “lord it over another” (1 Pet. 5:1,3; Matt.
20:24-28; cf. Belg.Conf.#31).

9. Completeness of the Local Church: Each local instituted church (a
congregation of believers with its office-bearers) is a complete
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manifestation of the Body of Christ (1 Cor.1:2; Eph.1:1ff; Acts 14:23;
Titus 1:5).

10. Autonomy of the Local Church: The local church is described as
autonomous, meaning “self- governing” (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-3). Under
Christ, through its eldership, the local instituted congregation has the
authority to govern itself.

11. Federative Principle: The local church is called to federate with other
churches of like confession to give expression to Christ's desire that His
Church be one and manifest that unity in this world (John 17:20-23, Acts
15:2 & 4, Eph. 4:3-6, Rev. 1:20). One manifestation of this unity is the
gathering of assemblies of delegated church office-bearers in order to
serve the well-being and ministry of the local churches and to provide a
united witness to the world.
Sola Deo Gloria
---------
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Full Version
Reformed Church Order Principles
MAJOR Church Government PRINCIPLES:

1. Headship of Christ: Christ is the only Head of His Church (John 15:1-8,
Eph.1:10, 22,23, Eph.5:23, Col.1:18, cf. 1 Cor.11:3). Christ is the RedeemerOwner (“purchased”, Acts 20:28), the “one Mediator” (1 Tim.2:5), the “chief
Shepherd” (1 Pet.5:4), the “one Master” (“for one is your Master, even Christ,”
Matt. 23:8,10) and King (John 18:36-37) of His Church (Belg.Conf.#29,32).
a) To Christ all power and authority is given (Matt.28:18); ultimately, He alone
has the authority to rule His Church: to determine its teachings
(Matt.28:19; Acts 10:33), to establishes its ordinances (Matt.28:19,20), to
direct its ministry (, to call its office-bearers, and to hold the keys of the
kingdom (Matt.16:19; cf. Rev.3:7).
b) There is no human “vicar of Christ” (or “Pontiff”) or “Head of the Church,”
upon whom the authority of Christ is solely or uniquely vested (cf.
Westm.Conf. XXV:6). Christ alone is the Head of the Church
(Belg.Conf.#29).

2. Unity of the Church: The Church is One in union with Christ; this union in its
essence is a unity of the Spirit by faith in Christ and comes to expression in
the unity of all the world’s local churches who confess the same faith in the
Triune God and administer Christ’s ordinances according to His Word
(Eph.1:22-23; 4:3-6; Matt.10:32; 28:19-20; Jude 1:3).
a) All believers, and gatherings of the church are united to Christ by a Spiritworked faith in Him (Eph. 4:3-6). We confess this unity about the Church
by faith, since it is revealed in Scripture, though its essence is invisible and
truly known by God alone (“invisible Church”). The expression of this unity
is manifest to us and the world by a Word-based confession of Christ
(Matt.10:32).
b) (The principle of Unity is related to the Universality or Catholicity principle,
and thus also to the Federative principle; for which, see below under #10).

3. Biblical Authority: Sola Scriptura: Christ governs His people directly and
through officebearers, by His Word and Spirit; Scripture alone is the
authoritative, sufficient, conscience-binding standard for discerning the will of
God in Christ for faith and life, and therefore the only standard for
Shepherding (nurture, care and governance) His Church. (Isa. 8:20;
Matt.28:20; Acts 15:15- 19; 2 Tim.3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:19).

4. Locality of Office: The office is bound to the local church. No office (of elder,
deacon, minister of the Gospel – whether as pastor, professor, missionary, or
evangelist) exists, except in an appointed relationship with the local
congregation and ordained by the instituted church (Acts 6:1-6; Acts 14:23;
Eph.4:7-12; cf. Rom.12:5-8).
a) The ascended Christ by His Spirit “gives gifts” of office to the local church
(Eph.4:7-12), as the gathering of believers, and not until the “congregation
of believers” were gathered and matured by the gifts and graces of Christ
did the apostles “ordain elders in every city” (Acts 14:23).
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b) The office exists for the good of the church (the “equipping of” the church);
the congregation does not exist for the office. Rome teaches: where the
bishop is, there is the church. The Bible teaches: where Christ by His Word
and Spirit gathers believers there is His church; and there he will give the
gifts of office. First the body of Christ, then His anointing. First the body of
believers; then the anointing (“Behold, How good and pleasant it is ….”
Psalm 133; cf Acts 2) (Hence, Reformed CO Art.10.)
c) Reformed churches are presbyterial, but in another sense, not
Presbyterian: A gathering of elders does not constitute the church; nor
does their office exist by virtue of, or in relation to that gathering, e.g. the
“presbytery.”

5. Vested Authority of Christ: Christ’s has vested His authority upon the local
church through its office-bearers to carry out the official ministry of the church.
(Mat. 16:19; 18:17; 28:19-20; Acts 20:28, Eph. 4:11-12; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2
Cor.5:20).
a) Through its office-bearers and based on Christ’s own Word the church
ministers in Christ’s name and by His authority (Matt.18:18-20; Acts
20:28).
b) Office-bearers minister by Christ’s authority as they Biblically and faithfully
carry out their commissioned official tasks, whether preaching His Word,
administering His ordained sacraments, applying church discipline (Mat.
18-15-18) or administering mercy in His name as office-bearers of His
church (Mat. 16:18-19; 18:17; 28:19; Acts 20:28, 2 Cor.5:20; cf. Acts
7:38; 11:22; 1 Pet. 2:25, Acts
6:1-6).
c) It is also by this authority of Christ upon the church through its officebearers that the appointment and ordination of office-bearers takes place
(Acts 6:3,6; 13:1-3; 14:23; 1 Tim. 3:1ff; 4:14; Titus 1:5).

6. Presbyterial Governance: Christ governs His Church through the office of
elders (ruling elders and ministers of the Word). Qualified and duly appointed
and ordained elders (presbuteroi) are called to rule the church on the basis of
the Word of God (Acts 20:28-32; I Tim. 3:5; 2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 1:9).

7. Plurality of Office-bearers: The gathered congregation is to be shepherded

by a plurality of office-bearers; in particular, a plurality of ruling elders (Acts
20:28, Eph. 4:11-13, 1 Tim. 3:5; Heb. 13:17), to avoid one man “lording it over
the flock” (1 Peter 5:3) and better reflect the mind of Christ since there is safety
in the multitude of counsellors (Phil.2:2-5; Prov.11:14).

8. Parity of Office-bearers: All elders have the same kind of ruling authority;

their authority is “on a par,” on the same level with one another. Therefore,
no one elder may “lord it over another” (1 Peter 5:1,3; Matt. 20:24-28; cf.
Belg.Conf.#31).
a)
“As for the Ministers of God’s Word, they have equally the same
power and authority wheresoever they are, as they are all ministers of
Christ.” (Belg. Conf. Art.31, cf.C.O.#17)
b) By extension: No local Consistory is of higher authority than another; and
no single Classis is of higher authority than another. Churches may
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communicate with each other, but not intermeddle in the sphere of another
church’s authority.
c) The ruling authority (per se) of the pastor-teacher (“Minister”) is also on a
par with that of the elders. However, he is also called to assist the elders
in the exercise of their authority under Christ by means of the ministry of
the Word (Acts 10:36; 15:15-19).

9. Completeness of the Local Church: Each local instituted church is a
complete manifestation of the Body of Christ (1 Cor.1:2; Eph.1:1ff; Acts
14:23; Titus 1:5).
a) Christ by his Word and Spirit gathers believers together into a local
congregation, and then gives the grace and the gifts of office to equip it for
maturity and ministry (Eph. 4:11-12; For example: The church of
Jerusalem, Ephesus, and Asia. cf. Acts 2, 6, 19).
b) Christians – believers gathered in a local congregation – are all “officebearers” in the sense that they “share the anointing of Christ” and bear the
“office of all believers” (Rom 12:4-5, 1 Cor. 12:12, 27; cf. Heid. Cat. LD
12). As such they are called to participate in the life and ministry of the
congregation (Eph.4:12).
c) A local congregation as a body of believers is acknowledged as a
complete (mature and anointed) manifestation of the body of Christ when
the gifts representing the offices of Christ are evident among them, and
this completeness is formally manifested when it is instituted by the
ordination of office- bearers – that is, of Elders and Deacons. (Acts 14:23,
Titus 1:5; Acts 6:1-6, Phil.1:1; 1 Tim.3:12-13).

10. Autonomy of the Local Church: The local church is described as
autonomous, meaning “self- governing” (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet.5:1-3). Under
Christ, through its eldership, the local instituted congregation has the authority
to govern itself.
a) There is no office (e.g. office of regional “bishop”) which is higher than
that of the local eldership.
b) Submission to civil leaders in civil matters is certainly required, and prayer
and honour for civil authorities is the church’s calling (Rom.13:1ff, 1
Tim.2:1,2). However, the Church is called to govern itself according to
Scripture and when civil authority contradicts the Bible the church is called
to “obey God rather than man” (Acts 5:30). Reformation leaders taught
that the local church eldership is called to rule the flock of God (presbyterial
governance), without the interference of non-ecclesiastical (e.g. civil)
authorities or of hierarchical ecclesiastical bodies (Acts 5:29).
c) The office-bearers of the local church only have authority over their own
church members. (1 Cor.5:12).
d) The officebearers of one congregation may not meddle in matters which
are under the authority of another church; but must respect each other’s
sphere of authority.
11. Federative Principle: The local church is called to federate with other
churches of like confession to give expression to Christ's desire that His
Church be one and manifest that unity in this world (John 17:20-23, Acts 15:2
& 4, Eph. 4:3-6, Rev. 1:20). One manifestation of this unity is the gathering of
assemblies of delegated church office-bearers in order to serve the well-being
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and ministry of the local churches and to provide a united witness to the world.
a) Christ prays for the unity of his Church (“That they may be one…”
John 17:11,21-23), and also teaches us by the record of the
guidance of His Spirit in the actions and teaching of the Apostles that
He calls His Church visibly to manifest the unity, unanimity and
universality of His Body under His Headship by means of federative
assemblies representing local churches in a city, district or broader
locality for the purpose of resolving ecclesiastical matters that cannot
be concluded on a local level, for mutual assistance in ministry and
need, and for declaring their common confession to the world (Acts
15:1-31; 1 Cor.16:1-5; cf. Acts 11:29-30; Rev.1:20; Westm.Conf.
31:1-4)
• For a time, the leadership in the Jerusalem church (Apostles and
elders) did seem to exercise a supervisory and confirming role
over the early spreading of the Gospel and the formation of Christfollowing (“Christian”) churches (cf. Acts 11:22, 26).
• The example of the Jerusalem assembly of “Apostles and elders”
is an example of a broader (or federative) assembly (Acts 15).
b) The Authority of Broader Assemblies: This example, and the broader
authority of the ruling issued by the assembly, has implications which
must qualify (nuance) the “autonomy” principle (cf. above). The local
Church is not independent of all outside authority.
• The elders are not a law unto themselves, for the Word is the final
standard.
• The church is called to render to civil authorities the honour and
submission which is due to them (Rom.13).
• Elders of a local flock may not govern as if there is no authority
above them, since Christ is the Lord of His church.
• The reformed understanding of the self-governance (“autonomy”)
of the local church does not mean that there is absolutely no
obligation of the local eldership under any circumstance
whatsoever to submit to any broader assembly.
• Reformed and Presbyterian church leaders, while opposed to the
hierarchical abuse of councils by Rome, do agree that there is
legitimacy to having broader assemblies (councils; synods) on
biblical grounds, and within biblical limitations, as deliberative
assemblies, using authority derived from that of the local church
to deal with matters that cannot be finished on the local level,
matters of appeal, matters that are of concern (to benefit) all the
churches in common, and matters which can better be done
denominationally than simply by individual local churches.
(Westm.Conf. 31:1-4)
• These assemblies by means of a delegated authority serve the
well-being and ministry of the local churches, but do not replace
the authority of the local church eldership. There are limitations.
c) The Limitations of Synodical Authority: The authority of broader
assemblies is limited:
• It is limited (obviously) by the authority of the Scriptures (Acts
210
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15:15; cf. B.C.#30,32; C.O. Art.31).
• It is a derived authority: derived from the authority of the local
church but not replacing that authority (Acts 15:6).
• The authority of the broader assemblies only functions
corporately when these assemblies are convened.
• Broader assemblies exist for the benefit of the local churches; not
vice versa (Acts 15:22-23).
•
It is limited to ecclesiastical matters only, and only those
matters which are placed before, or delegated to the assembly by
the local churches in the manner covenanted together by the local
churches (that is, the church order).
• It is limited by the call to Christ-like pastoral tenderness (John
16:12), avoiding being heavy-handed (cf. “burdensome” 2
Thess.2:6).
• It is limited by the principles of Christian liberty (Rom.14:1-15:7;
cf. B.C.#30,32)
• It is limited by the wisdom not to excessively regulative; that is, to
make only such rulings as are called for and necessary (“no
greater burden than these necessary things.” Acts 15:28; cf.
Matt.11:28-30; 23:1-4).
12. General Ecclesiastical (Moral) Biblical PRINCIPLES (useful in seeking
the biblical way of wisdom on discretionary matters in church life):
a.) Love: The sum and essence of all of Scripture’s Moral Laws, call us to
love God and our neighbor (Matt.22:37-40). “The greatest of these is
love.” (1 Cor.13.)
b.) Edification: “Let all things be done unto edification.” (I Cor.14:26)
c.) Order: God is a God of order. “God is not the author of confusion….”
“Let all things be done decently and in order.” (1 Cor.14:33,40)
d.) Decency: “Let all things be done decently and in order.” (1 Cor.14:40)
e.) Peace/Harmony/Unanimity: “Follow after things that make for peace”
(Rom.14:19) “If it bepossible, live peaceably with all men”
(Rom.12:16), “endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace.” (Eph. 4:3). “That ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind…”
(Phil.1:27) “That ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one
accord, of one mind” (Phil.2:2).
f.) Reverence: Worship and ministry in the Lord’s name is to be
characterized by a respect for the dignity, honour and holiness of God
whom we worship and serve (Lev.19:30; Ps.89:7; 93:5).
g.) God’s Glory: All things done in the ministry, life and worship of the
church, either individually or corporately, must have as their ultimate
purpose or goal, not some pragmatic, convenient, or humanly pleasing
end, but the glory of God. “The chief end of man is to glorify God...”
(W.S.C., #1) (1 Cor.10:31; Rom.11:36).
Sola Deo Gloria
---------
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Church Order Comparison
This document is a March 2019 working copy of the comparison of the HRC
Church Order (to be found on-line here
https://heritagereformed.com/pdfs/ChurchOrder.pdf ) and the FRC Church Order
(to be found on-line here - http://frcna.org/resources/church-order) and reflects
“work in progress” regarding differences between them that need to be discussed
and not any official decisions of the Ad-Hoc FRC/HRC Church Order Unity
Committee.
HRC FRC NOTES
3
FRC has extensive provisions regarding the process of
approving a licensed exhorter; HRC does not have this
practice. It is agreed that the detailed provisions need to be
relegated to an Appendix however the principle of whether/ how
licensed exhorters function need to be discussed further.
Detailed regulation in FRC relating to invitations to calling
5 / 15 5
processes for ministers/ candidates in different situations and
/9
for pulpit supply. HRC deals with pulpit supply issues via
regulation under Article 15. It is agreed that wherever this is
placed, details should be via appendix with only main principle
in text. There is considerable variation between details to be
discussed further.
FRC has detailed regulations regarding admission to ministry
8
8
without seminary training. It is agreed this should be in appendix
and needs to be reviewed.
9

9

11

11

12

12

13
/14

13 /
14

15

15
/5

212

The HRC has an appendix which better fits under 5, as the
main article focuses on admitting new converts to the
ministry and the appendix deals with admitting ministers from
outside the federation (5d of FRC). Either way, it should be
appendixed. It should also be noted that HRC 9.2 deals
with material covered in FRC 11D.
Details regarding supporting ministers after there is separation
from their congregation need to be reconciled and should be in
appendix.
The matter of tent-making ministries as regular within the
HRC (and the policies for support that give rise to this) need
to be discussed under this article that deals with ministers
engaged in secular callings.
The understanding of the permanency of emeritus status as
distinct from a leave of absence due to circumstances needs to
be discussed. Also the matter of provision for emeritus ministers
(different systems of a fund in HRC and RRSP with
grandfathered fund in FRC) need to be reconciled. All of
the details should be in appendix.
FRC 15 focuses on recognizing and not undermining other
congregations whereas the HRC focus is on the authority of the
office bearer carrying out the functions (which FRC does under 5)
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19

19 /
20

20

3/8

41

41

49

48

50

50

It is agreed that the detailed matters relating to theological
training of students should be dealt with in an appendix. The
relationship between the seminary should be accountable to
synod will need to be dealt with under one of these articles. The
FRC 20 is intended for that purpose. Presently the Board of
Trustees functions in a similar fashion to a HRC synodical
committee (similar to FRMI structure legally) while a separate
theological committee has oversight of denominational students
(TSC in the HRC which is similar mandate to TEC in FRC.)

The HRC uses this to provide the basis for a student speaking an
edifying word (covered in FRC 3/8)
21
54
The requirement of Christian education is covered in different
articles. The FRC 21 deals with calling for mission work which is
covered by HRC 51.
30
30
The HRC deals with the calling of a special synod via regulation
here and requires two-thirds of churches to agree for such a
synod.
38/39 38/3 HRC has extensive regulation regarding the process of
preaching stations becoming instituted as congregations;
9
the FRC has a separate Home Mission Order.
The matter of combined consistories (FRC) or Synod
functioning as Classis (HRC) and how church visitors and
counsellors are assigned and report will need to be dealt with
here. We are agreed that a true classis model (where classis
delegates to synod) is not functional in our circumstance as all
churches should be represented at synod. We also agree that
synod in a combined federation will be too large for church
reports to be effectively dealt with so some combined consistory/
classis type gathering will be required.
There is considerable difference in the details of how our
synodical committees function. The HRC has detailed
regulation regarding a special Article 49 committee that functions
as the FRC’s Classis Contracta (overseeing the orderly transfer
of pastors accepting calls, which the FRC has delegated to the
Dundas and Hamilton consistories), Synodical Deputies (which
the FRC appoints at each Synod to represent the federation at
combined consistories) and special situations in local
congregations (which the FRC deals with via the counsellor and
church visitor system). There are also differences in committee
appointments, terms etc. The HRC also has
each church represented on the Theological Student Committee.
There are many details regarding the functioning of synods that
will need to be reconciled but most seem administrative. HRC 50.4
regarding the status of study reports suggest that they have
more weight in the HRC but it would seem that in practice, both
denominations function similarly.
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51

82

51

53/54 52/
53
57

57

63/64 63

65

64
65

67

67

68

68

69

69

70

70

77

77

82

82

83

84

84
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HRC uses 51 to deal with missionary calling of the church with
extensive regulation that in the FRC is dealt with through a
Mission order.
FRC uses 51 to deal with contact with other churches – it is
agreed that most of this should be in appendix.
Under the matter of subscription, the issues of version use as
well as the status of the Westminster Standards are covered but
these issues are being dealt with by the Unity Committee.
Regarding baptism, HRC 51 emphasizes the role if the father
while FRC names parents. In practice it would appear we function
similarly.
The FRC has a single combined article on the Lords Supper –
content is similar.
FRC has an article on worship services that is not in HRC.
HRC has retained original Dordt language which is unclear in the
contemporary context regarding funerals. The FRC
language stating positively that these are family and not
ecclesiastical affairs is clearer.
Regarding Feast Day services, FRC has a clause to allow for
conscientious objection to the practice.
Regarding preaching of the Heidelberg Catechism, the HRC
has a clause providing for the preaching from the Belgic and
Canons while the FRC does not, however in practice both seem to
function similarly.
Regarding the Psalter, the addition at the end of the article
reflects FRC official (retroactive) adoption of the new Psalter (that
added 435-450) and in practice, no hymns outside of the Psalter
have been permitted for use in the
worship service (understood as between votum and benediction).
FRC provides for the option for a marriage ceremony to
take place in an official church service or as a family matter;
the HRC only provides for church weddings.
Regarding excommunication, there is an FRC study report which
provides considerable detail and guidance regarding the variety of
situations.
Regarding membership transfers, there is difference in the detail
but the general principles are similar.
Regarding diaconal support, it is agreed that the FRC language
is more reflective of the contemporary circumstance.
HRC 84 deals with the parity principle for office bearers – this is
implicit but there is no direct FRC parallel.
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84

FRC 84 seeks to establish the legal authority for various
bodies to meet and speak on behalf of the federation according
to their mandates. It has not been relied on in practice and
would probably not have any civil legal authority.
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Ad Hoc INTERCHURCH PSALTER COMMITTEE
April 8, 2019
Dear brothers of our respective Synods,
We are thankful to be able to report that since last reporting to Synod 2018, the
interdenominational Psalter Revision Committee has continued to actively pursue
the goal of presenting a proposed revision of the Psalter.
Since our last report the committee has met May 2, November 4, and December
1, 2018; as well as January 5, February 9, March 2, and March 23, 2019 – all
through online Google Meetings. The subcommittees continue to meet via video
conference and email.
We are excited about the progress made over the past year, and are pleased to
present a report on Psalms 1-100. This includes material previously reported to
Synod 2017 (Psalms 73-89) and Synod 2018 (Psalms 1-40). The significant
contribution this year is the work done on Psalms 41-72 and 90-100. The work is
summarized in the “Summary of Psalms 1-100” document that follows this report,
and can be seen in the pdf package.
Please Note: Due to the large file size of the pdf package, it was not
possible to email the file to the synodical clerks for distribution with the
Synod Agenda package. The file is available at www.thepsalter.net. At
the bottom of the home page there is a link where you can browse and
download the “Psalms 1-100” package.
To review the “big picture” of the committee’s work:
 Books I-III have been reviewed, refined, and packaged as a pdf package. We
would like to encourage local churches and/or denominational publishing
committees to provide these for church and family use.
 Book IV-V (Psalms 101-150) review has begun and proposals are being
developed. From initial reviews, this section should proceed smoother than
Books I-II.
 Our goal is to make an initial presentation of Psalms 1-150 to Synod 2020,
along with recommendations for further editing and strategic rollout to allow
for a feedback phase prior to final approvals.
 The website at www.thepsalter.net reflects the work of the committee
The committee would like to take this opportunity to remind us all of the three
basic commitments in this project. They are:

A. Text. We affirm the desire to sing accurate renditions of the

Psalms. It is the purpose of the committee to review the general
accuracy of the lyrics in the current Psalter. Questions to be
considered include:
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Is all of the Scriptural Psalm represented in the Psalter?



To what degree is it a paraphrase or does it include unnecessary

Is the entire Psalm contained in one Psalter where possible?
Is the text faithful to Scripture?
poetic license?





Are there any archaic or unfamiliar words that should be
replaced? [It should be noted that all 3 Synods agreed that
all pronoun references to the Lord be retained in their archaic
form. This would also demand some archaic grammatical
structures. Archaic language may also be retained if it is
central to the poetry];
Does the Psalter promote / retain Christian language, so
that appropriate NT idioms in the poetry are maintained?

B. Music. We affirm the desire to sing excellent music in the Psalter.

It is then the purpose of the committee to review the general
quality of the music of the Psalter. It was noted that the Psalter
should be designed for congregational (not choral) singing, while
maintaining a range of simple to more complex tunes. Questions
to be asked include:
 Is the music suited for the text to which it has been assigned?




Does the music call undue attention to itself?
Does the music or tune have inappropriate associations?

C. Format. We affirm the desire to sing from an easily usable Psalter.
It is the purpose of this committee to review the layout and format
of the Psalter. It was noted that the Psalter should be designed to
help the people know their Psalms better, and selections will be
numbered by the Psalm number. Further, where possible, there
should be one Psalter that reflects the entire Psalm.

We continue to maintain that the general quality of the lyrics and music must be
considered in relation to what is already familiar, and will be revised only if these
elements would be stronger because of these changes.
The committee is thankful for your ongoing interest and support. May we and our
children and grandchildren love and sing the songs of our great Prophet, Priest,
and King.
On behalf of the Psalter Revision Committee, Rev. David VanBrugge, Secretary
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Summary of Psalms 1-100
This document is provided merely as a summary/overview of the work that has
been completed. While we strive for accuracy, as the pdfs are constantly being
edited, not all changes may be realized here. Specific details concerning
changes will be provided in the proposal package next year.
Definitions:
 “No change” means that there are no changes beyond the new formatting.
 “Minor changes” refer to musical edits or lyrical edits. Some of the
changes are explained.
 “New tunes” are tunes that were not previously in the 1912
Psalter.
Highlights note changes still to be made in pdfs.
Proposal
1A
Psalter 1 minor changes. Note: when the Hebrew is JHWH, even God
is capitalized (as in Isaiah 61:1, 11)
1B
Psalter 2 no change
2A
Psalter 3; music lowered; committee recommends still looking for
another tune
2B
Psalter 4; music lowered
3
Psalter 5 no change
4A
Psalter 6; music lowered; minor grammar changes
4B
Psalter 7; music lowered
4C
Psalter 8 no change
5
Combined lyrics of Psalters 9/10/11 to tune of 9
6A
Psalter 12; music lowered.
6B
To be a Genevan
7
Psalter 13; music lowered
8A
Psalter 14 no change
8B
Psalter 15 no change
9A
Psalter 16; change in v. 8 -“forgetting their God” to “forgetting the Lord”
9B
Psalter 17 to the second tune
10A
Psalter 18 to new tune
10B
Psalter 19; music lowered
11
Psalter 20 no change
12
Psalter 21; time signature changed; extended long notes changed to
half notes
13
Psalter 22; to new tune
14
Psalter 23 no change
15A
Psalter 24 no change
15B
Psalter 25 no change
15C
Psalter 26 no change
16A
Combined lyrics of Psalters 27 and 28 to tune of 27
16B
Psalter 28 no change
16C
Psalter 29 no change
16D
Psalter 30 no change
17A
Combined Psalters 31 and 32 to tune of 32
218
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17B
18A
18B
18C
19A
19B
19C
19D
20A
20B
21A
21B
22A
22B
22C
22D
22E
22F
23A
23B
23C
23D
23E
24A
24B
24C
25A
25B
25C
25D
25E
25F
26A
26B
27A
27B
27C
28A
28B
29A
29B
30A
30B
31A
31B
31C
32A
32B

Psalter 33 to the second tune
New selection
Psalter 34 no change
Combined Psalters 35 and 36 to tune of 35
Combined Psalters 37 and 38 to tune of 37
Combined Psalters 39 and 40 to tune of 40; holds at the end of
phrases were shortened
Psalter 41 no change
Psalter 42 no change. Include a note stating that chorus comes from
another Psalm, and is optional to last verse only
Psalter 43; changes to stanza 5
Psalter 44 to new tune
Psalter 45 no change
Psalter 46 to new tune
Section of Psalter 47 to new tune
Section of Psalter 47 no change
Psalter 48 no change
Psalter 49 no change
Psalter 50 no change
Psalter 51 no change
Psalter 52 no change
Psalter 53 no change
Psalter 55 no change
Psalter 53 to new tune
Psalter 53 to new tune
Combine Psalters 57 and 58 to new tune
Psalter 59 no change
Psalter 58 no change
Psalters 60-63 combined to tune of 62
Psalters 64-66 combined to tune of 66
To be included as a Genevan
Psalter 61; music lowered
Psalter 64 no change
Psalter 68; music lowered
New selection
Psalter 69 no change
Psalter 71 with new stanzas 6-10 from “Trinity Psalter Hymnal”
Psalter 72 no change
Psalter 73 no change
Psalter 75 with new stanzas to complete the Psalm
New selection from “Trinity Psalter Hymnal”
Psalter 76 with some additional lyrics to complete Psalm
New selection from “Psalms for Singing”
Psalter 77 no change
Psalters 78 and 79 combined to tune of 79
Psalter 80 no change
Psalter 81 lyrics to tune of 85
Psalter 82 no change
New selection from “Trinity Psalter Hymnal”
Psalters 83 and 84 combined to tune of 83 for a complete Psalm
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32C
33A
33B
34A
34B
34C
35A
35B
36A
36B
37A
37B
37C
37D
37E
37F
38A
38B
38C
39A
39B
40A
40B
40C
40D
40E
41A
41B
42A
42B
42C
42D
43A
43B
44A
44B
45A
45B
46A
46B
46C
47A
47B
47C
48A
48B
48C
49A
49B
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Psalter 84; music lowered
Psalters 85, 86, 87 combined to tune of 86 for a complete Psalm
New selection
Psalters 90 and 91 combined to second tune of 91
Psalter 88 no change
Psalter 89; music lowered; additional stanza.
New selection from “Trinity Psalter Hymnal”
Psalter 92 no change
Psalter 94 revised. Verses 1-4 from “Trinity Psalter Hymnal” added
Psalter 93 to new tune
Psalter 95 no change
Psalter 96; music lowered
Psalters 97 and 98 to tune of 97
Psalter 99; music lowered
Psalter 100 no change
Psalter 101 no change
New selection from “Trinity Psalter Hymnal”
Psalter 102 no change
Psalter 103 no change
Psalter 104 no change
Psalters 105 and 106 combined to tune of 106
Psalter 111 no change
Psalter 112; musical changes
Psalter 108 to the tune of 116
Psalter 109 no change
Psalter 110 no change
Psalter 113 no change
New lyrics from “Book of Psalms” to new tune
Psalter 114 no change
Psalter 115 no change
Psalter 117 no change
To be included as a Genevan
Psalter 119 to new tune
Psalter 120 no change
Psalters 121, 122, and 123 to tune of 121
Psalter 123, music lowered
Psalters 124 and 125 to tune of 124
Psalter 125 no change
Psalter 126 to new tune
Psalter 127 to new tune
Psalter 128; minor musical changes
Psalter 129 no change
Psalter 130; minor musical changes
To be included as a Genevan
Psalter 134 plus additional lyrics from the “Trinity Psalter Hymnal” as
verse 1-3
Psalter 132; minor musical changes
Psalter 133 no change
New selection from the “Trinity Psalter Hymnal”
Psalter 135; music lowered
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49C
50A
50B
50C
51A
51B
51C
51D
51E
52A
52B
53A
53B
54A
54B
55A
55B
55C
56A
56B
56C
57A
57B
58A
58B
59A
59B
60A
60B
61A
61B
62A
62B
63A
63B
64A
64B
65A
65B
65C
65D
65E
65F
66A
66B
67A
67B
67C
68A
68B

Psalter 136 to new tune
Psalter 137 and 138 combined to the tune of 137
Psalter 138 no change
Psalter 139 no change
New selection from “Scotch Psalter” to new tune
Psalter 140 no change
Psalter 141 no change
Psalter 143 to new tune
Psalter 144 no change
Psalter 145 to new tune
New selection from “Psalms of David in Metre” to new tune
New selection from “Book of Praise,” to new tune
Psalter 146 minor changes
New lyrics from “Book of Praise,” to new tune
New lyrics to a new tune
Psalters 148 and 149 to new tune
New selection from “Bible Hymnal”
Psalter 150; minor changes
Psalter 151; minor changes
Psalter 152 no change
Psalter 153 lyrics to new tune
Psalter 154 and 155 to a tune of 154
Psalter 155 stanzas 2-4 only
New lyrics to new tune
Psalter 156 to second tune
Psalter 157 no change
New selection from “Scottish Psalter” to new tune
Psalter 158 no change
New selection from “Book of Psalms for Singing” to new tune
Psalter 159 no change
Psalter 160 no change
Psalter 161 with additional lyrics
Psalter 162; minor musical changes
Psalter 163 no change
Psalter 164 no change
Psalter 165 no change
New selection from “Book of Praise”
Psalters 168 and 169 combined to lowered tune of 168
Psalter 166 no change
Psalter 167 to new tune
Psalter 170 no change
Psalter 171 no change
Psalter 172 no change
Psalter 173 and 174 to tune of 174
Psalter 175 no change
Psalter 176 no change
Psalter 177 no change
Psalter 178 to new tune
Psalter 179; change to lyrics of verse 2
Psalter 180 with additional lyrics from 181 to new tune
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68C
68D
68E
69A
69B
69C
69D
69E
70A
70B
71A
71B
71C
71D
72A
72B
72C
72D
72E
72F
72G
72H
72I
73A
73B
73C
73D

74
75

76A
76B
77A
77B
77C
77D
78A
78B
79A
79B
80A
80B
80C
81A
81B
82A
82B
83
84A
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Psalter 182 with additional lyrics from 181
Psalter 183 no change
To be included as a Genevan
New selection from “Sing Psalms”
Psalter 184 no change
Psalter 185 no change
Psalter 186 no change
Psalter 187 no change
Psalter 188 no change
Psalter 189 no change
New selection from “Trinity Psalter Hymnal”
Psalter 190; reconsidering harmony
Psalter 191 no change
Psalter 192 no change
New selection from “Sing Psalms”
Psalter 193 to new tune
Psalter 194 no change
Psalter 195 no change
Psalter 196 no change
Psalter 197 no change
Psalter 198 no change
Psalter 199 to the second tune
Psalter 200 minor change
Psalter 201 and 202 to 201 first tune; minor changes
Psalter 202 minor changes; note that the chorus comes from another
Psalm
Psalter 203 minor change
Psalter 204 no changes
Psalter 205 to the tune of 185
Psalter 206 minor changes
Psalter 207 minor changes
Psalter 208 minor changes
Psalter 209 to new tune; minor changes
Psalter 210 possibly to new tune
Psalter 211 minor changes
Psalter 212 minor changes
Psalter 213 and 214 to tune of 213. Additional lyrics
Psalter 215 to new tune
Psalter 216 to new tune
Psalter 217 no change
Psalter 218 no change
Psalter 221, with additional stanzas from 220
Psalter 220 no changes
Psalter 222 with some lyrical changes
To be included as a Genevan
New selection from blue “Psalter Hymnal”
Psalter 223 with minor changes
Psalter 224 with minor changes
Psalters 225 and 226 to tune of 225
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84B
84C
84D
85A
85B
86A
86B
86C
86D
87A
87B
87C
88A
88B
89A
89B
89C
89D
89E
90A
90B
90C
90D
91A
91B
92A
92B
92C
93A
94A
94B
95A
95B
95C
96A
96B
96C
97A
97B
98A
98B
98C
98D
99A
99B
99C
100A
100B
100C
100D

Psalter 227 and 228 to tune of 227
Psalter 229 no change
To be included as a Genevan
Psalter 230 no change
Psalter 231 and 232 to tune of 232
Psalter 233 to new tune
Psalter 234 no change
Psalter 235; music lowered
Psalter 236; music lowered
Psalter 238 to new tune
Psalter 237; music lowered
Psalter 239 no change
Psalter 240; music lowered
New selection to second tune from 234
Psalter 241; music lowered
Psalter 242 no change
Psalter 243 selected verses
Psalter 243 selected verses to new tune
To be included as a Genevan
Psalter 245, with additional lyrics of 246
Psalter 244, music lowered
Psalter 246; minor change
Psalter 247 to new tune
Psalters 248 and 249 to tune of 248
New selection from the “Trinity Psalter Hymnal”
Psalter 250 no change
Psalter 251 no change
To be included as a Genevan
Psalter 252 no change
Psalter 253 no change
New selection from the “Trinity Psalter Hymnal”
Psalter 254 new tune
Psalter 255 no change
Psalter 256; music lowered
Psalter 257; music lowered
Psalter 258 no change
Psalter 259; music lowered
Psalter 260; first tune
To be included as a Genevan
Psalter 264 no change
Psalter 261; music lowered
Psalter 262 no change
Psalter 263 no change
Psalter 265 no change
Psalter 266; music lowered
Psalter 267 no change
Psalter 268; with musical changes
Psalter 269; music lowered
Psalter 270 no change
To possibly be included as a Genevan
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Ad-hoc Supplementary Psalter Committee Report
Dear Brothers,
Our mandate from Synod is to “research, evaluate, and recommend a
supplementary Psalter which utilizes current language, including modern
pronouns”
We have selected three Psalters to study, namely:
1. The Book of Psalms for Worship (RPCNA, 2010)
2. The OPC/URC Psalter (2016)
3. Sing to the Lord – published by the Reformed Church of New Zealand (2013)
From these three, the goal is to either recommend one of the above as a
supplementary Psalter or put together a supplementary Psalter by taking the
best selections from each.
Research/Evaluation:
We have completed our work in examining the first 30 psalms, comparing text
and music in each Psalter and scoring each selection in a spreadsheet. The data
indicate that all three Psalters are very good and quite comparable.
The consensus of the committee is to continue to study a number of various
Psalms, aiming to complete 50 psalms in total. From this sample, a
recommendation from one of the three Psalters would then be made, and a
complete examination of the selection would be completed. Our goal is to
complete this within the next year, and make a recommendation to Synod 2020.
Notes:
We feel it would be helpful to increase our members. We have contacted
several people, but to date, all have declined.
Recommendations:
We make the following recommendations:
1. That Synod approve the on-going work of the committee
2. That Synod recommend one or two more members to this committee
Respectfully submitted, Steve Overduin
Committee Members: Pastor Tim Bergsma
Pastor Emeritus Henk Bergsma Ted Postma
Hans Vandoodewaard Steve Overduin
Pastor Rob Vandoodewaard
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Ad Hoc Confessions and Liturgical Forms Revision
Committee Report
The Clerk of the Convening Church of Synod 2019 (Vineland FRC) In Session
June 3 – 6, at Dundas FRC
Esteemed Brothers,
The Confessions and Liturgical Forms Revision Committee is pleased to
present you with the following report on their activities during the last year.
Our committee membership consists of: Pastors John Koopman (chair), Eric
Moerdyk (sec), Carl Schouls and Elder Garry Postma (Vineland). Your deputies
have twice met face-to-face this year; the rest of their discussions and labours
took place via e-mail and telephone.
In keeping with the instructions from Synod 2018, letters were sent to the
Protestant Reformed Churches and the Heritage Reformed Congregations,
inviting to partake in our endeavour to revise the Forms in question, in order to
benefit from each other’s input and to preserve some uniformity in these
secondary statements of faith and practice. The Protestant Reformed Churches
reported that our request to join us in updating the confessions and liturgical
forms was too late to be dealt with at their synod 2018; the earliest it could be
considered would be at their synod of 2019. We have not had any formal
response from the Heritage Reformed Congregations, although informally we’ve
heard that updating the forms and confessions is not a pressing matter to them.
They may be interested in participating in the low-grade revision. While we remain
open to their input and involvement we have continued with our work, especially
since our last Synod tasked us with producing two sets of forms.
Our method has been to compare the forms of various denominations as well as
the original where available. We have added numerous scripture references in
parentheses, to show the biblical basis for these doctrines. The Lord’s Supper
and baptism forms contain very few differences other than updating the English.
One change delegate probably wish to look into ahead of time is the baptismal
formula ‘into’ the name of the Triune God rather than ‘in.’
Synod 2018 approved the updated form for the Installation of Office bearers on a
trial basis for one year so that consistories would have the opportunity to give
feedback. The feedback we have received has been informal and it has been
positive. Therefore, we ask that synod give final approval to the form as submitted
last year as a working copy until final edit can take place before formal printing
(Appendix 1).
We have also updated the forms for the Administration of Baptism and of the
Lord’s Supper. We have included them in the appendices. While we have tried to
put them in comparative columns this has proven to be a formatting nightmare.
Therefore, we have included them in their final form in this report and also sent
an excel file for anyone who wishes to see the comparisons. We have tried to
maintain consistency between the three forms (Lord’s Supper, Baptism,
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Installation of Office bearers). We submit these forms (Appendix #2 & #3) for
approval as a working copy until final edit can take place before formal printing.
As a committee we have had extensive discussion about the matter of the
thanksgiving prayer in the form for Administration of Baptism. We recognize that
the present prayer lacks clarity and can therefore be wrongly understood. There
has been considerable discussion regarding the wording of this prayer in the past
including an overture to synod 1982. As a committee we would like synod to
discuss this matter and give some direction. At Synod 2018 our mandate was
expanded to include also a ‘soft’ update of the liturgical forms; such has been
done of the same three forms for use in the churches. In these we have retained
the use of the KJV language but updated or replaced various archaic words. We
submit these forms (Appendix #4,5,6) for approval. Since the updates are
relatively minor, we have not put them in comparative columns.
Last year we outlined the priority we are following in our work:
1. We want to begin first with the 3 most used forms: Baptism, the Lord’s
Supper, and the Installation of Elders and Deacons.
2. Second will be the rest of the Liturgical forms.
3. Third will be the Confessions and Creeds.
If the proposals are approved at this year’s Synod it will mean that we have
completed the first of these priorities. As far as moving forward, we hope to
continue with updating the remainder of the liturgical forms in this coming year.
We also hope to start to develop principles for updating the confessions and to
present these to synod 2020.
Recommendations:
1. that Synod give final approval to the form for the Installation of Elders
and Deacons as an alternate option to our current form;
2. that Synod give approval to the form for the Lord’s Supper as an
alternate option to our current form;
3. that Synod give approval to the form for Infant Baptism as an alternate
option to our current form;
4. that Synod discuss and give direction concerning the thanksgiving prayer
of the form for Infant Baptism;
5. that Synod approve the “soft updates” of the Form for Infant Baptism, the
Form for the Lord’s Supper, and the Form for the Installation of Office
bearers as alternate options to our current forms;
6. that Synod approve the actions of the committee.
Respectfully submitted, with the prayer that the King of the Church will bless
your meeting and all our labours,
E. Moerdyk, Secretary
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Appendix 1 – the alternate form for the installation of office bearers
(When installing at the same time but if they are installed separately this form
shall be used as occasion requires.)
Beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ: The Consistory has made known to you the
names of our brothers here present who were chosen to the offices of elders and
deacons in this church. They indicate their full agreement with our confessions by
signing the Form of Subscription. Since there were no lawful objections received,
we shall proceed to their installation in the name of the Lord.
Biblical Instruction
Let us listen to what the Word of God teaches regarding these offices.
The office of elder is based on the kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, when
he ascended, left his Church in the world and provided it with officers who should
serve and rule in his Name. The term elder (or eldest) comes from the Old
Testament and refers to a person who is placed in an honourable office of
government over others (Numbers 11:16-30). We read in Acts 14:23 that elders
were appointed in every church and, in his letter to Timothy, Paul commands those
who rule well to be considered worthy of double honour, especially those who
labour in preaching and teaching (1 Tim. 5:17). Paul distinguishes here between
the elders who labour particularly in the ministry of the Word and the sacraments,
and those who are responsible for the oversight of the church together with the
ministers of the Word. The apostle also speaks of ruling with diligence (Romans
12:8) and gifts of administration (1 Corinthians 12:28).
It is also fitting that such men should be joined to the ministers of the Word in the
government of the Church, so that thereby all tyranny and lording may be kept out
of the Church of God, which more easily creeps in, when government is placed in
the hands of only one, or of few (I Peter 5).
The work of the elders is to provide oversight in the name of the ascended King,
and as servants of the great Shepherd, caring for his flock. It is also the duty of the
elders to maintain the purity of the Word and sacraments, to uphold the good order
of the church, carefully guarding the sacredness of the offices and faithfully
exercising discipline (I Cor 14:40; Acts 20:28-30; Matt. 18:15-20).
They should lovingly and humbly promote the faithful exercise of the office by their
fellow-officers. They should serve all Christians with advice and comfort. They
should especially oversee the doctrine and life of the minister of the Word, so that
the church may show itself to be the pillar and ground of the truth, be edified and
see to it that no strange doctrine be taught. The apostle exhorts elders to watch
diligently against the wolves, which may come into the sheepfold of Christ (Acts
20). As such the elders should diligently search the Word of God and continually
meditate on the mysteries of faith and in so doing keep careful watch over one's
own soul (Acts 20:28; I Tim. 4:1).
To fill such a sacred office honourably, the elders should set an example of
godliness in their personal life, in their home life, and in their relations with their
fellow-men. (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9) Walking thus in all godliness, and faithfully
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discharging their office, when the chief Shepherd appears, they will receive the
unfading crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4).
The office of deacon is based upon the love and concern of Christ for his own. This
concern is so great that he considers what is done to one of the least of his brothers
as done to him. In this way our Lord identifies the needy as his representatives in
our expression of compassion and benevolent service on earth. For I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited
me, I was in prison, and you came to me (Matt. 25:35-36).
According to Acts 6, the apostles themselves ministered to the needy in the
beginning. Afterward, when they were overburdened with this service to the extent
that some were neglected, certain men were chosen for this ministry leaving the
apostles to continue steadfastly in prayer and in the ministry of the Word. Since
that time the Church has recognized this service as a distinct office. The work of
the deacons in the first place consists in the faithful and diligent gathering of the
offerings which God’s people in gratitude make to their Lord, for the poor.
Secondly, it involves the humble, cheerful & wise distribution of gifts according to
need with kind deeds and words of comfort and encouragement from Scripture
(Rom. 12:13 2Cor. 8-9).
To fill such a sacred office worthily, the deacons should set an example of
godliness in their personal life, in their home life, and in their relations with their
fellow-men. Thus conducting themselves as worthy representatives of Christ’s
loving care and faithfully ministering in his name to those who are the beloved of
God, they gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the
faith that is in Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 3:13).
Vows
Brothers, in order that the church may hear that you are willing to take your
respective offices upon you, please answer the following questions:
First: Are you elders and deacons, convinced in your hearts that you are lawfully
called by God’s church, and therefore by God himself, to your respective holy
offices?
Second: Do you believe the Old and New Testament to be the only infallible Word
of God and the doctrinal standards of this church to be in complete harmony with
it and do you reject all doctrines repugnant to it?
Third: Having heard the description of the purpose and requirements of these
offices, do you promise to fulfil them faithfully by the grace of God: you elders, in
the government of the church, together with the ministers of the Word; and you
deacons, in serving the needy?
Fourth: Do you promise to walk in all godliness and submit to the government &
admonition of the church in all things pertaining to your office?
Each answer individually: "I do."
May our Almighty God and Father fill you all with his grace, that you may faithfully
and fruitfully discharge your respective offices. Amen.
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Charge:
You are charged, elders, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to be diligent in the
government of the church which is committed to you with the minister of the Word.
Be faithful watchmen over the house of God, both to encourage and to admonish,
taking heed that purity of doctrine and godliness of life be maintained.
You are charged, deacons, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to be diligent in
receiving the gifts of God’s people, wise and cheerful in distributing them,
compassionate and self-denying in the ministry of Christian mercy especially to the
household of faith (Gal. 6:10).
Beloved Christians, receive these brothers as the servants of God, sustaining them
with your daily prayers. Give the elders all honour, encouragement, and obedience
in the Lord. Provide the deacons generously with the necessary gifts for the needy,
remembering that in so much as you do it to the least of these his children, you do
it to him. May God give us to see in the ministry of the elders the supremacy of
Christ and in the ministry of the deacons the care and love of the Savior. (Heb.
13:7,17; I Thess. 5:12,13). Being thus engaged in your respective callings, each
one of you shall receive of the Lord the reward of righteousness.
Prayer
But since we are unable of ourselves, let us call upon the name of the Lord in
prayer:
Our Lord God and heavenly Father, we give thanks that you have been pleased,
for the better edification of your Church, to appoint for it elders and deacons
besides the ministers of the Word, by whom your Church may be served in peace
and prosperity, and the needy assisted. We thank you for giving us in this place
men who are of good testimony and by your promise endowed with your Spirit. We
ask you to provide them more and more with such gifts as are necessary for them
in their service: with the gifts of wisdom, courage, discretion, benevolence,
compassion and self-denial, to the end that every one may acquit himself as is
becoming in his respective office. May the elders take great care of doctrine and
life in keeping out the wolves from the sheepfold of your beloved Son and in
admonishing and reproving disorderly persons. Likewise, the deacons in carefully
receiving gifts and generously and wisely distributing them to the needy and in
comforting them with your holy Word. Give grace both to elders and deacons, that
they may persevere in their faithful labo?r and never become weary by reason of
any trouble, pain, or persecution of the world. Grant especially your divine grace
to this people over whom they are placed, that they may willingly submit
themselves to the good exhortations of the elders, counting them worthy of honour
for their work’s sake. Give unto the rich generous hearts toward the needy, and to
the needy grateful hearts toward those who help and serve them; to the end that,
every one acquitting himself of his duty, your holy name may thereby be magnified,
and the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ enlarged, in whose name we conclude
our prayers saying,
Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation but deliver
us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.
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Appendix 2 – the proposed updated baptism form
Beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ, the doctrine of holy baptism is summarized as
follows:
First, we and our children are conceived and born in sin (Psa 51:5). This means
that we are by nature children of wrath (Eph 2:1-3), and therefore cannot enter
the kingdom of God unless we are born again (Joh 3:3). Baptism, by immersion
or sprinkling (Ezek 36:25), teaches us that sin has made us so impure that we
must undergo a cleansing which only God can accomplish (Eph 5:26). By this we
are admonished to loathe and humble ourselves before God (Ezek 36:31-2), and
to turn to God for our cleansing and salvation (Psa 51:1-2, 10).
Second, baptism signifies and seals (Rom 4:11) to us the washing away of our
sins through Jesus Christ (Tit 3:5, Act 22:16). For this reason, we are baptized
into the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Mat 28:19).
When we are baptized into the Name of the Father, God the Father testifies and
seals to us that He makes an eternal covenant of grace with us (Act 2:39, Heb
8:10). He adopts us as His children and heirs (Rom 8:17) and therefore, He
promises to provide us with all good (Psa 34:10, 84:11) and protect us from all
evil (Psa 121) or turn it to our benefit (Gen 50:20, Rom 8:28).
When we are baptized into the Name of the Son, God the Son seals to us that He
washes us in His blood from all our sins (Rev 1:5) and unites us with Him in His
death and resurrection (Rom 6:3-5). Thus we are freed from our sins (Rom 6:7)
and accounted righteous before God (Rom 4:23-5).
When we are baptized into the Name of the Holy Spirit, God the Holy Spirit
assures us by this holy sacrament that He makes His home within us (Rom 8:11)
and will sanctify us to be members of Christ (1 Cor 12:12-13, 27). He will impart
to us what we have in Christ (Joh 16:14-15), namely, the washing away of our
sins and the daily renewing of our lives (Psa 51:10) till we shall finally be
presented without spot or wrinkle (Eph 5:27) among the assembly of the elect in
life eternal (1 Pet 1:2).
Third: Since every covenant contains two parts, promise and obligation (Gen
17:1-2, Deut 6:4-9, Ezek 36:27, Heb 8:10), we are, through baptism, called and
obliged by the Lord to a new obedience (Rom 6:12-23). We are to cling to this
one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Josh 23:8, Deut 10:20, Act 11:23), to trust
Him (Psa 62:8, 1 Tim 6:17) and to love Him with our whole heart, soul, and mind,
and with all our strength (Luk 10:27).
We must not love the world (1 John 2:15-17) but crucify our old nature (Col 3:1-5)
and lead a holy life (1 Pet 1:15-16).
If through weakness we fall into sin (Rom 7:15, 19, 24), we must not despair of
God's mercy (Rom 7:25, nor continue in sin (Luk 22:31-4, 1 Joh 5:18), since
baptism is a seal and trustworthy testimony that we have an eternal covenant of
grace with God (Heb 6:9-20).
To Infants of Believers
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Although our children do not understand all this, we may not therefore exclude
them from baptism. Just as they share without their knowledge in the sin and
condemnation of Adam (Psa 51:5, Rom 5:12), so are they without their
knowledge, received unto grace in Christ (1 Cor 7:14). For God speaks to
Abraham, the father of all believers, and therefore to us and our children saying, "
I will establish my covenant between me and you and your descendants after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to
your descendants after you (Gen. 17:7)." The apostle Peter also testifies to this
with these words: "For the promise is to you and to your children and to all who
are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call (Acts 2:39)." Therefore, God
formerly commanded that infants be circumcised as a seal of the covenant and of
the righteousness that comes by faith (Rom 4:11). Christ also recognized that
children are members of the covenant people when he embraced them, laid his
hands on them, and blessed them (Mar 10:16).
Since baptism has replaced circumcision (Colossians 2:11-13), infants are to be
baptized as heirs of the kingdom of God, and of His covenant. As these children
mature, it is the duty of their parents to instruct them in these truths
(Deuteronomy 6:6,7).
In order that we may now administer this holy sacrament to the glory of God, for
our comfort, and to the upbuilding of His church, let us call upon His holy Name
(2 Sam 7:18, 25, 29).
Prayer
Almighty, eternal God, long ago you severely punished an unbelieving and
unrepentant world in holy judgment with the flood. But in your great mercy you
saved and protected believing Noah and his family (Gen 7:1). You also drowned
the obstinate Pharaoh and his whole army in the Red Sea (Exo 14:27-8), and
you brought your people Israel through the sea on dry ground (Exo 14:22. Thus,
you revealed the meaning of baptism (1 Cor 10:1-4, 1 Pet 3:20-21) and the
mercies of your covenant in saving your people, who of themselves deserved
your condemnation (Rom 2:1-5). We therefore pray that in your infinite mercy you
will graciously look upon this child (these children) and bring him/her/them into
union with your Son, Jesus Christ (Joh 15:1-6), through your Holy Spirit so that
he/she may be buried with Christ into death and be raised with Him to walk in
newness of life (Rom 6:3-5). We pray that he /she may follow Christ day by day
(Joh 21:22), may joyfully bear his/her cross (Luk 9:23), and cling to Him in true
faith (Heb 3:6), firm hope (Col 1:23), and ardent love (1 Pet 1:8). Comfort him/her
in your grace so that when he / she leaves this life and its constant struggle
against the power of sin (Rom 7:24), he/she may appear without terror before the
judgment seat of Christ your Son (Rev 21:1-4). We ask this in the Name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one only God, lives
and reigns forever. Amen.
Beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ, as you have heard, baptism is an ordinance of
God to seal to us and our children His covenant. We must therefore receive the
sacrament for this purpose, and not out of mere custom or superstition (Deut
29:19, Jer 6:10, 9:26, Act 7:51, Rom 2:25-9). That it may be clear you desire
baptism as God commands, you are to answer these questions sincerely:
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First, do you confess that our children, though conceived and born in sin (Psa
51:5), and therefore subject to all the misery which sin brings, even the
condemnation of God (Eph 2:3), are sanctified in Christ (Ezek 16:21, 1 Cor 7:14)
and so as members of His Church ought to be baptized?
Second, do you confess that the doctrine of the Old and New Testaments,
summarized in the Apostle's Creed, and taught here in this Christian church, is
the true and complete doctrine of salvation (Gal 1:6-7, 1 Tim 6:3, 2 Tim 4:3, Tit
1:9)?
Third, do you sincerely promise to do all you can to teach this child (Deut 6:6-9, 1
Sam 3:13, Pro 4:3-4, 2 Tim 5:1), and to have him/her taught, this doctrine of
salvation?
What is your answer? Yes.
Then the minister of God's word, in baptizing, shall say ‘
I
baptize you into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’
(Mat 28:19). Amen.
Thanksgiving Prayer
Almighty God and merciful Father, we thank and praise you that you have
forgiven us and our children all our sins through the blood of your dear Son,
Jesus Christ. You received us through your Holy Spirit as members of your only
begotten Son, and so adopted us to be your children. You sealed and confirmed
this to us by holy baptism. We earnestly pray, through your beloved Son, that you
will always govern this baptized child by your Holy Spirit that he /she may be
nurtured in the Christian faith and in godliness and grow and develop in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Grant that he /she may acknowledge your fatherly goodness and
mercy, which you have shown to him/her and to us all. May he/she live in all
righteousness under our only Teacher, King, and High Priest, Jesus Christ, and
valiantly fight against and overcome sin, the devil, and his whole dominion. May
he/she forever praise and magnify you, and your Son Jesus Christ, together with
the Holy Spirit, the one only true God. Amen.19

19

This prayer reflects an understanding of God's objective covenant into which our
children come, with the corresponding plea that God might personally and effectively fulfill
all His covenant promises in the individual children being baptized. In some cases, by the
grace of God, that fulfillment may have started in the baptism or even before it (Jer. 1:5;
Lk.1:41,44); in other instances the fulfillment may come later (Acts 9:1-19; 16:1-2; 2 Tim.
1:5; 3:14-15). It is not for us to know the time of God's salvation nor can we know with any
certainty whom He will save (Rom. 9:6-29); nevertheless ,the covenant relationship is real
and the promises are genuinely addressed to all with the accompanying call to repent and
believe.
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Appendix 3 – the proposed updated Lord’s Supper form
Beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ,
The holy supper has been instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ. Listen to the words
of this institution as they are described by the Apostle Paul: ‘For I received from
the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he
was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said,
“This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same
way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until
he comes. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a
person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks
judgment on himself’ (1 Cor. 11:23–29).
That we may now celebrate the supper of the Lord to our comfort, it is necessary
rightly to examine ourselves; and further to consider carefully that purpose for
which Christ has ordained this sacrament–namely, to do this in remembrance of
Him.
The call to self-examination
True self-examination consists of three parts: First: Let each of you carefully
consider your sins and the curse due for them (Gal 3:10), so that you loathe and
humble yourself before God (Ezek 36:31): considering that the wrath of God
against sin is so great that He, rather than leaving it unpunished, has punished it
in his beloved Son, Jesus Christ, with the bitter and shameful death of the cross
(Gal 3:13).
Second: Let each of you examine whether you also believe this trustworthy
promise of God: that all your sins are forgiven only through the cross of Jesus
Christ (Luk 24:47), and that the perfect righteousness of Christ is graciously
imputed to you as your own; indeed, so completely as if you personally had
satisfied for all your sins and fulfilled all righteousness (Rom 3:21-26).
Third: Let each of you carefully examine your own conscience to see if you are
determined to show true thankfulness to God in every area of life (Eph 5:1-8),
and to walk sincerely before His face (Gen 17:1), striving to lay aside all hostility,
hatred, and envy (Eph 4:31-2), resolving from this day forward to live in true love
and unity with your neighbor (1 Joh 5:1-3).
Invitation and Admonition
All those, then, who are of this mind, God will certainly receive in grace as worthy
partakers of the table of Christ (1 Cor 10:16). On the contrary, those who do not
believe this testimony in their hearts eat and drink judgment upon themselves (1
Cor 11:29-30).
Therefore, according God's Word, we admonish all those who are guilty of and
continue in the following sins to abstain from the table of the Lord and declare
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that they have no part in the kingdom of Christ; All who: refuse to trust in the Lord
alone; serve Him in their own way; abuse the Name of the Lord; do not diligently
attend the worship services and neglect the holiness of the Lord's Day; rebel
against authority; violate human life; cherish hatred and bitterness; do not keep
themselves sexually pure; all who by stealing or extravagance, lead a worldly life;
liars, backbiters, and slanderers; all who show themselves to be unbelieving by
leading an offensive life (Ex 20:1-17, 1 Cor 6:9-10, Gal 5:19-21). As long as they
continue in such sins (1 Cor 6:11), they shall not take of this food, which Christ
has ordained only for His believers; otherwise their judgment and condemnation
will be the heavier.
But beloved brothers and sisters (2 Thes 2:13), this warning is not intended to
discourage those believers with broken and contrite hearts (Psa 34:18, 51:17), as
if no one might come to the Lord’s Supper except the sinless (1 Joh 1:8-9, 2:1-2).
We do not come to this supper to declare that we are perfect and righteous in
ourselves but on the contrary, groaning under the body of this death (Rom 7:1425), we seek our life outside of ourselves in Jesus Christ (Gal 2:20). We come
confessing that we do have many shortcomings, that we do not have perfect faith
(Mat 26:41). We do not serve God with sufficient zeal, but we must struggle daily
with the weakness of our faith (Mat 6:30, 14:31, 16:8) and against the evil lusts of
our flesh (Gal 5:16-17). However, the grace of the Holy Spirit makes us sorry for
our shortcomings (Psa 38:17-18), gives us the desire to live according to all
God’s commandments (Psa 119:1-8), and helps us to fight against unbelief (Mar
9:24). Therefore we can rest assured that no sin or weakness which still remains
in us against our will (Rom 7:15, 19) can prevent us from being received by God
in grace and mercy (Rom 7:24-5), as worthy partakers of this heavenly food and
drink (1 Cor 11:26, 31).
Remembrance of Christ
Let us now consider the purpose for which our Lord has instituted His supper: in
remembrance of him (1 Cor 11:24-25).
First, let us confidently trust that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent by the Father
into this world (1 Joh 4:14); that He assumed our flesh and blood (Heb 2:14); that
He has taken upon Himself for us the wrath of God under which we should have
perished eternally (Rom 2:5, 5:9); that from the beginning of His incarnation until
the end of His life on earth He has fulfilled for us all the obedience and
righteousness God requires (Gal 4:4-5). This was especially evident when the
weight of our sins and God's wrath pressed out of Him blood-stained sweat (Luk
22:44). He was bound that we might be loosed from our sins (Joh 18:12, Psa
116:16). He suffered countless insults that we might never be put to shame (Joh
19:1-6, Psa 25:3). Let us confidently believe that He was innocent, yet put to
death that we might be acquitted on the Day of Judgment (Rom 8:1); that He
even allowed His own blessed body to be nailed to the cross so as to cancel the
record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This He set aside,
nailing it to the cross (Col. 2:15). In doing so, He took from us the curse and bore
it Himself that He might fill us with His blessing (Gal 3:13-14). He humbled
himself to the very deepest reproach and anguish of hell, in body and soul, on
the cross, when He cried out with a loud voice: My God, my God, why have You
forsaken Me? (Matt. 27:46). He did all of this so that we might be accepted by
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God, never to be rejected by Him (Heb 13:5). Indeed with His death and the
shedding of His blood, He has confirmed the new and eternal covenant, the
covenant of grace and of reconciliation (Heb 9:15), when He said, It is finished
(John 19:30).
Secondly, in order that we might firmly believe that we belong to His covenant of
grace, during His last supper Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then He took a
cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, saying, Drink from it, all
of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins. (Matt. 26:26–28). He is telling us: As often as you eat of this
bread and drink of this cup, as a sure reminder and pledge you shall be
admonished and assured of My great love and faithfulness toward you. Because
you otherwise would have suffered eternal death, I give my body and blood for
you in My death on the cross. As certainly as this bread is broken before you,
and this cup is given to you, and with your mouth you eat and drink in
remembrance of me, so surely do I nourish and refresh for everlasting life your
hungry and thirsty souls with my crucified body and shed blood (Joh 6:51-58).
Assurance
From the institution of this holy supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, we see that He
directs our faith to His perfect sacrifice, once offered on the cross, as the only
foundation of our salvation (Heb 10:19-23). By this sacrifice He has become to
our hungry and thirsty souls the true food and drink of life eternal (Joh 6:57). For
by His death He has taken away the cause of our eternal death and misery, our
sin. He has also obtained for us the life-giving Spirit (Rom 8:3-4), who dwells in
Christ our head and enables us, who are His members, to have communion with
Him (1 Cor 10:16) and be made partakers of His riches, including eternal life,
righteousness, and glory (Rom 8:29-30).
Fellowship
Besides, by this same Spirit we are also united as members of one body in true
Christian love, as the apostle Paul says: For we, though many, are one bread
and one body; for we all partake of that one bread.(1 Cor. 10:17). As many grains
are ground to prepare one loaf of bread, and as many grapes are pressed
together to produce wine, we who by true faith are incorporated into Christ shall
be one body, through Christian love, for the sake of our dear Savior Christ. He
loved us so greatly in order that we might show His love toward one another, not
only in words but also in deeds (1 Joh 3:18).
May the almighty, merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ help us in
this, through his Holy Spirit (Eph 1:17-20). Amen.
Prayer of Confession and Dependence
That we may obtain all these blessings, let us humble ourselves before God
(Jam 4:6) and with true faith implore him for His grace (Psa 116:13):
Our most merciful God and Father, in this supper we celebrate the glorious
remembrance of the bitter death of your beloved son Jesus Christ. Therefore we
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plead: be pleased to work in our hearts through Your Holy Spirit, so that we may
daily more and more with true confidence give ourselves up to Your Son Jesus
Christ. May our afflicted and contrite hearts be fed with Christ’s true body and
blood, yes with Him, true God and man, the only heavenly bread. We hunger to
no longer live in our sins, but He in us and we in Him, as fruit of being made true
partakers of the new and everlasting covenant of grace. We pray that we would
no longer doubt that You will forever be our gracious Father, never imputing our
sins to us, and providing us with all things necessary for body and soul as Your
beloved children and heirs. Grant us also Your grace, that we may take up our
cross cheerfully, deny ourselves, confess our Savior, and in all our tribulations
look up expectantly for our Lord Jesus Christ to come from heaven to take us to
Himself in eternity.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, But
deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever (Mat 6:9-13). Amen.
Profession of Faith
By this holy supper, may we also be strengthened in the catholic, undoubted,
Christian faith, of which we make profession (Phil 2:11) with heart (and mouth),
saying:
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; The forgiveness of
sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen (Phil 2:5-11).
Exhortation
That we may be nourished with Christ, the true heavenly bread, let us not cling
with our hearts to external things, like bread and wine, but lift our hearts to
heaven, where our advocate, Jesus Christ, is, at the right hand of his heavenly
Father, where the articles of our Christian faith direct us (Heb 12:1-2). Let us not
doubt (Mar 5:36) that we shall be nourished and refreshed in our souls, with his
body and blood, through the working of the Holy Spirit, as certainly as we receive
the holy bread and drink in remembrance of him (Joh 6:55).
In breaking and distributing the bread, the minister shall say:
The bread which we break is a communion of the body of Christ (1 Cor 10:16).
Take, eat (Mat 26:26), remember, and believe that the body of our Lord Jesus
Christ was broken for a complete atonement of all our sins.
And when he gives the cup:
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The cup of blessing for which we give thanks is the communion of the blood of
Christ. Take, drink, remember, and believe that the precious blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ was shed for a complete atonement of all our sins (Mat 26:27-8).
During the communion at the table a Psalm may be sung, or some portion of
Scripture may be read, in remembrance of the passion of Christ; such as Isaiah
53, John 6, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, or 18, or a few words of meditation spoken on the
sermon text.
Thanksgiving
After the communion the minister shall say:
Beloved in the Lord, since the Lord has now nourished our souls at His table, let
us together praise His holy Name with thanksgiving; and let everyone say in his
heart:
Bless the Lord, O my soul;
And all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul,
And forget not all His benefits:
Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases,
Who redeems your life from destruction,
Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies... The Lord is merciful
and gracious,
Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy. He will not always strive with us,
Nor will He keep His anger forever.
He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor punished us according to
our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; As far as the east is from the
west,
So far has He removed our transgressions from us. As a father pities his
children,
So the Lord pities those who fear Him. (Psalm 103:1-4; 8-13)
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not with Him also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:32) ‘8 But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall
be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.’ (Romans 5:8-10).
Amen.
Therefore my mouth and heart shall show forth the praise of the Lord from this
time forth for evermore.
Prayer of thanksgiving
O merciful God and Father, we come before You with humble and hearty
thanksgiving for Your boundless mercy that You have shown us in giving us Your
only begotten Son as our mediator, as the sacrifice for our sins and as our food
and drink unto life eternal. We also thank You that you give us a true faith, by
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which we become partakers of these benefits. You have been pleased to institute
the Supper of Your beloved Son Jesus Christ to confirm this faith. You have
given Your Son for us and to us and have proclaimed His saving death to the
whole world. Having signified and sealed the atoning sacrifice of your Son to us
at this table, we ask O Faithful Father that this commemoration of the death of
our Lord Jesus would tend to the daily increase of our faith and saving fellowship
with Him. You have united us to Christ and to each other in the communion of
saints. Help us through Your Spirit to be witnesses of this good news among our
neighbors as we await our Savior’s return in glory. In His name we pray. Amen.
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Appendix 4 – the ‘soft’ update for the office bearer’s form
When ordained at the same time. But if they are ordained separately this form
shall be used as occasion requires.
Beloved Christians, you know that we have several times published to you the
names of our brothers here present, who are chosen to the office of elders and
deacons in this Church, to the end that we might know whether any person had
anything to allege why they should not be ordained in their respective offices;
and whereas no one has appeared before us who has alleged anything lawful
against them, we shall therefore, at present, in the name of the Lord proceed to
their ordination.
But first, you, who are to be ordained, and all those who are here present, shall
attend to a short declaration from the word of God concerning the institution and
the office of elders and deacons.
Of the elders is to be observed, that the word elder or eldest (which is taken from
the Old Testament and signifies a person who is placed in an honorable office of
government over others), is applied to two sorts of persons who minister in the
Church of Jesus Christ: for the apostle says, “the elders that rule well, shall be
counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the Word and
doctrine” (1 Tim. 5:17). Hence, it is evident that there were two sorts of elders in
the Apostolic Church, the former whereof did labor in the Word and doctrine, and
the latter did not. The first were the ministers of the Word and pastors, who
preached the gospel and administered the sacraments; but the others, who did
not labor in the Word, and still did serve in the Church, bore a particular office,
namely, they had the oversight of the Church and ruled the same with the
ministers of the Word. For Paul (Rom. 12), having spoken of the ministry of the
word, and also of the office of distribution or deaconship, speaks afterwards
particularly of this office, saying, "he that ruleth let him do it with diligence”;
likewise, in another place he counts government among the gifts and offices
which God has instituted in the Church (1 Cor. 12). Thus, we see that these sorts
of ministers are added to the others who preach the gospel, to aid and assist
them, as in the Old Testament the common Levites were to the priests in the
service of the tabernacle, in those things which they could not perform alone:
notwithstanding the offices always remained distinct one from the other.
Moreover, it is proper that such men should be joined to the ministers of the
Word in the government of the Church, to the end, that thereby all tyranny and
lording may be kept out of the Church of God, which may sooner creep in when
the government is placed in the hands of one alone or of a very few. And thus the
ministers of the Word, together with the elders, form a body or assembly, being
as a council of the Church, representing the whole Church; to which Christ
alludes when he says, “Tell it to the Church” (Matt. 18:17) which can in no wise
be understood of all and every member of the Church in particular but, very
properly, of those who govern the Church out of which they are chosen.
Therefore, in the first place, the office of elders is together with the ministers of
the Word, to take the oversight of the Church which is committed to them and
diligently to look whether every one properly deports himself in his confession
and conversation; to admonish those who behave themselves disorderly and to
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prevent, as much as possible, the sacraments from being profaned; also, to act
according to the Christian discipline against the impenitent and to receive the
penitent again into the bosom of the Church, as does not only appear from the
above mentioned saying of Christ but also from many other places of Holy Writ,
as 1 Corinthians 5, and 2 Corinthians 2, that these things are not alone entrusted
to one or two persons, but to many who are ordained thereto.
Secondly. Since the apostle commands that all things shall be done decently and
in order amongst Christians and that no other persons ought to serve in the
Church of Christ but those who are lawfully called according to the Christian
ordinance, therefore it is also the duty of the elders to pay regard to it, and in all
occurrences which relate to the welfare and good order of the Church to be
assistant with their good counsel and advice to the ministers of the Word, yes,
also to serve all Christians with advice and consolation.
Thirdly. It is also the duty particularly to have regard to the doctrine and
conversation of the ministers of the Word to the end that all things may be
directed to the edification of the Church and that no strange doctrine be taught,
according to that which we read (Acts 20) where the apostle warns to watch
diligently against the wolves which may come into the sheepfold of Christ; for the
performance of which, the elders are in duty bound diligently to search the Word
of God and continually be meditating on the mysteries of faith.
Concerning the deacons: of the origin and institution of their office we may read
(Acts 6) where we find that the apostles themselves did in the beginning serve
the poor, at whose feet was brought the price of the things that were sold: and
distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. But afterwards,
when a murmuring arose because the widows of the Greeks were neglected in
the daily ministrations, men were chosen, by the advice of the apostles, who
should make the service of the poor their peculiar business, to the end that the
apostles might continually give themselves to prayer and the ministry of the
Word. And has been continued from that time forward in the Church, as appears
from Romans 12, where the apostle, speaking of this office, says, “He that giveth,
let him do it with simplicity.” And 1 Corinthians 12:28, speaking of helps, he
means those who are appointed in the Church to help and assist the poor and
indigent in time of need.
From which passage we may easily gather, what the deacons’ office is namely,
that they, in the first place, collect and preserve with the greatest fidelity and
diligence, the offerings and goods which are given to the poor; yes, to do their
utmost endeavours that many good means be procured for the relief of the poor.
The second part of their office consists in distribution wherein are not only
required discretion and prudence to bestow the offerings only on objects of
charity but also cheerfulness and simplicity to assist the poor with compassion
and hearty affection, as the apostle requires (Rom. 12, and 2 Cor. 9). For which
end it is very beneficial, that they do not only administer relief to the poor and
needy with external gifts, but also with comfortable words from Scripture.
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To the end therefore, beloved brothers, N., N., that every one may hear that you
are willing to take your respective offices upon you, you shall answer to the
following questions:
I In the first place I ask you, both elders and deacons, whether you do not feel in
your hearts that you are lawfully called of God's Church and, consequently of
God himself, to these your respective holy offices?
Secondly. Whether you believe the books of the Old and New Testament to be
the only Word of God and the perfect doctrine of salvation and do reject all
doctrines repugnant thereto?
Thirdly. Whether you promise, in agreement y to said doctrine, faithfully,
according to your ability, to discharge your respective offices as they are here
described? you elders in the government of the Church together with the
ministers of the Word and you deacons in the ministration to the poor? Do you
also jointly promise to walk in all godliness and to submit yourself, in case ye
should become remiss in your duty, to the admonition of the Church?
Upon which they shall answer: Yes.
Then the Minister shall say:
The Almighty God and Father, replenish you all with his grace, that you may
faithfully and fruitfully discharge your respective offices. Amen.

The Minister shall further exhort them, and the whole congregation, in the
following manner:
Therefore, you elders, be diligent in the government of the Church which is
committed to you and to the ministers of the Word. Be also, as watchmen over
the house and city of God, faithful to admonish and to caution every one against
his ruin. Take heed that purity of doctrine and godliness of life be maintained in
the Church of God. And, you deacons, be diligent in collecting the offerings,
careful and cheerful in the distribution of the same assist the oppressed, provide
for the true widows and orphans, show liberality unto all men but especially to the
household of faith.
Be all with one accord faithful in your offices and hold the mystery of the faith in a
pure conscience, being good examples unto all the people. In so doing you will
purchase to yourselves a good degree and great boldness in the faith, which is in
Christ Jesus, and hereafter enter into the joy of our Lord.
On the other hand, beloved Christians, receive these men as the servants of
God: count the elders who rule well worthy of double honor, give yourselves
willingly to their inspection and government. Provide the deacons with good
means to assist the needy. Be charitable, you rich, give liberally and contribute
willingly.
And, ye poor, be poor in spirit, and deport yourselves respectfully towards your
benefactors, be thankful to them, and avoid murmuring; follow Christ, for the food
of your souls, but not for bread. “Let him that has stolen [or who has been
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burdensome to his neighbors] steal no more: but rather let him labour, working
with his hands the things which are good, that he may give to him that needeth”
(Eph. 4:28). Each of you, doing these things in your respective callings, shall
receive of the Lord, the reward of righteousness. But since we are unable of
ourselves, let us call upon the name of the Lord saying:
Prayer Lord God and heavenly Father, we thank thee that it has pleased thee, for
the better edification of thy Church, to ordain in it, besides the ministers of the
Word, rulers and assistants, by whom thy Church may be preserved in peace
and prosperity, and the needy assisted; and that Thou hast at present granted us
in this place, men who are of good testimony and we hope endowed with thy
Spirit. We beseech thee, replenish them more and more with such gifts as are
necessary, for them in their ministration- with the gifts of wisdom, courage,
discretion, and benevolence, to the end that every one may, in his respective
office, acquit himself as is becoming: the elders in taking diligent heed to the
doctrine and conversation, in keeping out the wolves from the sheepfold of thy
beloved Son and in admonishing and reproving disorderly persons. In like
manner, the deacons in carefully receiving, and liberally and prudently
distributing of the offerings to the poor, and in comforting them with thy holy
Word. Give grace both to the elders and deacons, that they may persevere in
their faithful labor, and never become weary by reason of any trouble, pain or
persecution of the world. Grant also especially thy divine grace to this people,
over whom they are placed, that they may willingly submit themselves to the
good exhortations of the elders, counting them worthy of honour for their work's
sake.Give also to the rich, liberal hearts towards the poor, and to the poor
grateful hearts towards those who help and serve them; to the end that every one
acquitting himself of his duty, thy holy name may thereby be magnified, and the
kingdom of thy Son Jesus Christ, enlarged, in whose name we conclude our
prayers, saying:
Our Father which is in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, for
ever. Amen.
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Appendix 5 – the ‘soft’ update for the baptism form
The doctrine of holy baptism is summarized as follows:
First: We and our children are conceived and born in sin, and are therefore
children of wrath, so that we cannot enter the kingdom of God unless we are
born again. This is what the immersion in or sprinkling with water teaches us. It
signifies the impurity of our souls and admonishes us to detest ourselves, to be
humbled before God and to seek for our purification and salvation outside
ourselves.
Second: Holy baptism witnesses and seals to us the washing away of our sins
through Jesus Christ. Therefore, we are baptized into the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
 When we are baptized into the name of the Father, God the Father testifies
and seals to us, that He does establish an eternal covenant of grace with us.
He adopts us for His children and heirs and therefore will provide us with
every good thing, and avert all evil or turn it to our profit.
 And when we are baptized into the name of the Son, the Son seals to us,
that He does wash us in His blood from all our sins, incorporating us into the
fellowship of His death and resurrection, so that we are freed from all our
sins, and accounted righteous before God.
 Likewise, when we are baptized into the name of the Holy Spirit, the Holy
Spirit assures us, by this holy sacrament, that He will dwell in us, and sanctify
us to be members of Christ, applying to us what we have in Christ, namely,
the washing away of our sins, and the daily renewing of our lives, till we shall
finally be presented without spot or wrinkle among the assembly of the elect
in life eternal.
Third: Since every covenant contains two parts, (a promise and an obligation),
we are, through baptism, again admonished of and obliged by God to new
obedience, namely, that we cleave to this one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
that we trust Him, and love Him with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our
mind, and with all our strength; that we forsake the world, crucify our old nature,
and walk in a new and holy life.
And if we sometimes through weakness fall into sin, we must not despair of
God's mercy, nor continue in sin, since baptism is a seal and undoubted
testimony, that we have an eternal covenant of grace with God.
To Infants of Believers
Although our young children do not understand these things, we may not
therefore exclude them from baptism. Just as without their knowledge they
partake of the condemnation in Adam, so are they again received to grace in
Christ; , God speaks to Abraham, the Father of all the faithful, and therefore to us
and our children (Gen.
17:7), saying, “And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your
descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be
God to you and your descendants after you.” This also the Apostle Peter testifies,
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with these words (Acts 2:39), “For the promise is to you and to your children, and
to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” Therefore, in the
Old Dispensation, God formerly commanded them to be circumcised. This
circumcision was a seal of the covenant, and of the righteousness of faith. Christ
also embraced them, laid his hands upon them and blessed them (Mark 10). In
the New Dispensation baptism has replaced circumcision; therefore, infants are
to be baptized as heirs of the kingdom of God and of His covenant. As these
children mature, it is the duty of their parents to instruct them in these truths. In
order that we may now administer this holy sacrament to the glory of God, to our
comfort, and to the upbuilding of his Church, let us call upon his holy name.
Prayer
O Almighty and eternal God, thou, who hast according to thy severe judgment
punished the unbelieving and unrepentant world with the flood, and hast
according to thy great mercy saved and protected believing Noah and his family;
thou, who hast drowned the obstinate Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea, and
hast led thy people Israel through the midst of the Sea upon dry ground, by which
baptism was signified -- we beseech thee, that thou wilt be pleased of thine
infinite mercy, graciously to look upon these children, and incorporate them by
thy Holy Spirit, into thy Son Jesus Christ, that they may be buried with him into
his death, and be raised with him in newness of life; that they may daily follow
him, joyfully bearing their cross, and cleave unto him in true faith, firm hope, and
ardent love; that they may, with a comfortable sense of thy favor, leave this life,
which is nothing but a continual death, and at the last day, may appear without
terror before the judgment seat of Christ thy Son, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who with thee and the Holy Ghost, one only God, lives and reigns forever. Amen.
An Exhortation to the Parents
Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, you have heard that baptism is an ordinance of
God, to seal to us and to our seed His covenant; therefore, it must be used for that
end, and not out of custom or superstition. That it may then be clear to all that you
are thus minded, you are to answer sincerely to these questions:
 First: Do you confess that although our children are conceived and born in
sin and therefore are subject to all miseries, yes, to condemnation itself; yet,
that they are sanctified [My children. Ezek. 16:21. They are holy. I Cor. 7:14.]
in Christ, and therefore, as members of his Church ought to be baptized?
 Second: Second, do you confess the doctrine of the Old and New
Testament, and in the articles of the Christian faith, and which is taught here
in this Christian Church, to be the true and complete doctrine of salvation?
 Thirdly Do you, parents (or witnesses) of these children, when they have
come come to the years of discretion, promise and intend to instruct and
bring them up in this doctrine or help and cause them to be instructed
therein, to the utmost of your power?
Answer. Yes.
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Then the Minister of God's Word, in baptizing, shall say, N. N, I baptize you into
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Thanksgiving
Almighty God and merciful Father, we thank and praise thee, that thou hast
forgiven us and our children, all our sins, through the blood of thy beloved Son
Jesus Christ, and received us through thy Holy Spirit as members of thine only
begotten Son, and adopted us to be thy children, and sealed and confirmed the
same to us by holy baptism; we beseech thee, through the same Son of thy love,
that thou wilt be pleased always to govern these baptized children by thy Holy
Spirit, that they may be piously and religiously educated, increase and grow up in
the Lord Jesus Christ, that they then may acknowledge thy fatherly goodness
and mercy, which thou hast shown to them and us, and live in all righteousness,
under our only Teacher, King and High Priest, Jesus Christ; and manfully fight
against, and overcome sin, the devil and his whole dominion, to the end that they
may eternally praise and magnify thee, and thy Son Jesus Christ, together with
the Holy Ghost, the one only true God. Amen.
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Appendix 6 – the ‘soft’ update for the Lord’s Supper form
Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, attend to the words of the institution of the Holy
Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, as they are delivered by the holy Apostle Paul. I
Cor. 11:23-30.
For I have received of the Lord, that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord
Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat; this is my body which is broken for
you, this do in remembrance of me. And after the same manner also, he took the
cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood;
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it in remembrance of me; for as oft as ye eat this
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come. Wherefore,
whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so
let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup; for he that eateth and drinketh
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation [Dutch, Oordeel -- English, Judgment,
condemnation] to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.
That we may now celebrate the Supper of the Lord to our comfort, it is
necessary, firstly, rightly to examine ourselves;. on the other hand, to direct it to
that end for which Christ has ordained and instituted it, namely, to his
remembrance.
The true examination of ourselves consists of these three parts:
First. Let each of us consider our sins and the curse due to us for them, to the
end thatall may abhor and humble themselves before God: considering that the
wrath of God against sin is so great, that (rather than it should go unpunished) he
has punished the same in his beloved Son Jesus Christ, with the bitter and
shameful death of the cross.
Secondly. That each examine their own heart, whether they do believe this
faithful promise of God, that all their sins are forgiven them only for the sake of
the suffering and death of Jesus Christ, and that the perfect righteousness of
Christ is imputed and freely given them as their own, yes, so completely, as if
they had satisfied in their own person for all their sins, and fulfilled all
righteousness.
Thirdly. That each examine their own conscience, whether they are minded from
now on to show true thankfulness to God in their whole life, and to walk uprightly
before him; as also, whether have laid aside sincerely all enmity, hatred, and
envy, and do firmly resolve from now forward to walk in true love and peace with
their neighbor.
All those, then, who are thus minded, God will certainly receive in grace, and count
them worthy partakers of the table of his Son Jesus Christ. On the contrary, those
who do not feel this testimony in their hearts, eat and drink judgment to themselves.
Therefore, we also, according to the command of Christ and the Apostle Paul,
admonish all those who are defiled with the following sins, to keep themselves
from the table of the Lord, and declare to them that they have no part in the
kingdom of Christ; such as all idolaters, all those who invoke deceased saints,
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angels or other creatures; All idolaters; those who call upon deceased saints,
angels or any other creature; those who revere images; those who engage in
witchcraft, fortune-telling, or occult practices, or other forms of superstition; all
those who despise God, his word, and his holy sacraments; all blasphemers,
those who seek to cause discord, factions, and dissension in church or in the
state; all perjurers; all who are disobedient to their parents and those in lawful
authority; all murderers, contentious people, and those who live in hatred and
envy against their neighbors; all adulterers, fornicators, drunkards, thieves, the
greedy, robbers, gamblers, covetous people, and all who lead offensive lives. All
these, while they continue in such sins, shall abstain from this meal ,which Christ
has ordained only for the faithful, lest their judgment and condemnation be made
the heavier.
But, dearly beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord, this is not intended (), to
discourage the contrite hearts of the faithful, as if none might come to the supper
of the Lord, but those who are without sin. We do not come to this supper to
testify that we are perfect and righteous in ourselves. On the contrary, we seek
our life out of ourselves in Jesus Christ, and so doing we acknowledge that we lie
in the midst of death; therefore, notwithstanding we feel many infirmities and
miseries in ourselves: we do not have perfect faith and that we do not give
ourselves to serve God with that zeal as we are bound, but have daily to strive
with the weakness of our faith and the evil lusts of our flesh; yet, since we are by
the grace of the Holy Spirit sorry for these weaknesses, and earnestly desirous to
fight against our unbelief, and to live according to all the commandments of God:
therefore we rest assured that no sin or infirmity, which still remains in us against
our will, can hinder us from being received of God in mercy, and from being
made worthy partakers of this heavenly food and drink.
Let us now also consider the purpose for which the Lord has instituted his
Supper, namely, that we do it in remembrance of Him. Now after this manner are
we to remember him by it:
First. That we are confidently persuaded in our hearts, that our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to the promises made to our forefathers in the Old Testament was sent
of the Father into the world; that he assumed our flesh and blood; that he bore for
us the wrath of God, under which we should have perished everlastingly, from
the beginning of his incarnation to the end of his life upon earth; and that he has
fulfilled for us all obedience to the divine law and righteousness. This was
especially when the weight of our sins and the wrath of God pressed out of him
the bloody sweat in the garden. There he was bound that we might be freed from
our sins; that he afterwards suffered countless insults , that we might never be
put to shame ; that he was innocently condemned to death, that we might be
acquitted at the judgment-seat of God; yes that he allowed his blessed body to
be nailed to the cross- that he might affix to it the handwriting of our sins and has
also taken upon himself the curse due to us, that he might fill us with his
blessings He humbled himself to the deepest reproach and pains of hell, both in
body and soul, on the tree of the cross, when he cried out with a loud voice, "My
God, my God! why hast thou forsaken me?" that we might be accepted of God
and never be forsaken by him. Finally, he confirmed with his death and shedding
of his blood the new and eternal testament, that covenant of grace and
reconciliation, when he said: "It is finished."
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Secondly. And that we might firmly believe that we belong to this covenant of
grace, the Lord Jesus Christ, in his last Supper, took bread, and when he had
given thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples and said, "Take, eat, this is my
body which is broken for you, this do in remembrance of me; in like manner also
after supper he took the cup, gave thanks and said, Drink ye all of it; this cup is
the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you and for many, for the
remission of sins; this do ye as often as ye drink it in remembrance of me". That
is: As often as you eat of this bread and drink of this cup, you shall thereby, as by
a sure remembrance and pledge, be admonished and assured of this my hearty
love and faithfulness towards you that, whereas you should otherwise have
suffered eternal death, I have given my body to the death of the cross, and shed
my blood for you. And as certainly feed and nourish your hungry and thirsty souls
with my crucified body, and shed blood, to everlasting life, as this bread is broken
before your eyes, and this cup is given to you, and you eat and drink the same
with your mouth, in remembrance of me.
From this institution of the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, we see that he
directs our faith and trust to his perfect sacrifice (once offered on the cross) as to
the only ground and foundation of our salvation, wherein he is become to our
hungry and thirsty souls the true food and drink of life eternal. For by his death he
has taken away the cause of our eternal death and misery, namely, sin, and
obtained for us the life giving Spirit, that we by the same, who dwells in Christ as
in the head, and in us as his members, might have the true communion with him
and be made partakers of all his blessings, of life eternal, righteousness and
glory.
Besides, that we by this same Spirit may also be united as members of one body
in true brotherly love, as the holy Apostle saith, "For we, being many, are one
bread and one body; for we are all partakers of that one bread." For as out of
many grains one meal is ground, and one bread baked, and out of many berries
being pressed together, one wine flows, and mixes itself together, so shall we all
who by a true faith are ingrafted into Christ, be altogether one body, through
brotherly love, for Christ's sake, our beloved Savior, who hath so exceedingly
loved us, and not only show this in word, but also in very deed towards one
another.
Hereto assist us, the Almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ through
his Holy Spirit. Amen. That we may obtain all this, let us humble ourselves before
God, and with true faith implore his grace.
Prayer
O most merciful God and Father, we beseech thee, that thou wilt be pleased in
this Supper (in which we celebrate the glorious remembrance of the bitter death
of thy beloved Son Jesus Christ) to work in our hearts through the Holy Spirit,
that we may daily more and more with true confidence, give ourselves up to thy
Son Jesus Christ, that our afflicted and contrite hearts, through the power of the
Holy Ghost, may be fed and comforted with his true body and blood; yea, with
him, true God and man, that only heavenly bread; and that we may no longer live
in our sins, but he in us, and we in him, and thus truly be made partakers of the
new and everlasting covenant of grace. That we may not doubt but thou wilt
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forever be our gracious Father, nevermore imputing our sins unto us, and
providing us with all things necessary, as well for the body as the soul, as thy
beloved children and heirs; grant us also thy grace that we may take up our cross
cheerfully, deny ourselves, confess our Savior, and in all tribulations with uplifted
heads expect our Lord Jesus Christ from heaven, where he will make our mortal
bodies like unto his most glorious body, and take us unto him in eternity.
Our Father which art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, for
ever.
Strengthen us also by this Holy Supper in the catholic undoubted Christian faith,
whereof we made confession with our mouths and hearts, saying: I believe in
God, the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his
only begotten Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried, he
descended into hell: the third day he rose again from the dead, he ascended into
heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there he shall
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; I believe an
holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
That we may now be fed with the true heavenly bread, Christ Jesus, let us not
cleave with our hearts to the external bread and wine, but lift them up on high in
heaven, where Christ Jesus is our Advocate, at the right hand of his heavenly
Father, where all the articles of our faith lead us; not doubting, but we shall as
certainly be fed and refreshed in our souls through the working of the HolySpirit,
with his body and blood, as we receive the holy bread and wine in remembrance
of him.
In breaking and distributing the bread, the Minister shall say:
The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ.
And when he gives the cup:
The cup of blessing, which we bless, is the communion of the blood of Christ.
[During the communion, there shall or may be devoutly sung a psalm, or some
chapter read, in remembrance of the death of Christ as in the 53rd chapter of
Isaiah, the 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th chapters of John, or the like.]
After the Communion the Minister shall say:
Beloved in the Lord, since the Lord has now fed our souls at this table, let us
therefore jointly praise his holy name with thanksgiving, and everyone say in his
heart, thus:
Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases.
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Who redeemeth thy life from destruction, who crowneth thee with loving
kindness and tender mercies. The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger
and plenteous in mercy.
He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our
iniquities.
For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy towards them
that fear him. As far as the East is from the West, so far hath he removed our
transgressions from us.
Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. (Ps.
103:1–5, 8–13)
Who hath not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, and given us
all things with him. Therefore God commendeth therewith his love towards us, in
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us; much more then, being now
justified in his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him: for, if, when we
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; much more
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. Therefore shall my mouth and
heart show forth the praise of the Lord from this time forth forever more. Amen.
Let everyone say with an attentive heart:
Thanksgiving
O! Almighty, merciful God and Father, we render thee most humble and hearty
thanks, that thou hast of thine infinite mercy, given us thine only begotten Son,
for a Mediator and a sacrifice for our sins, and to be our food and drink unto life
eternal, and that thou givest us lively faith, whereby we are made partakers of
such great benefits. Thou hast also been pleased, that thy beloved Son Jesus
Christ should institute and ordain his Holy Supper for the confirmation of the
same. Grant, we beseech thee, O faithful God and Father, that through the
operation of thy Holy Spirit, the commemoration of the death of our Lord Jesus
Christ may tend to the daily increase of our faith, and saving fellowship with him,
through Jesus Christ thy Son, in whose name we conclude our prayers, saying:
Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever. Amen.
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