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ACTS OF SYNOD
of the
FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
In Session at St. George, ON
June 5-9, 2017
**************
SESSION I
Monday June 5, 2017

Article 1 – Opening
Synod opens with a joint worship service of pre-synodical prayer for the Synods
of the Free Reformed Churches and the Heritage Reformed Churches to be held
concurrently in the St. George Free Reformed Church. The service commences
at 7:30 p.m. with Rev. M. Slingerland (HRC) opening the service, including
leading in prayer. Rev. J. Overduin (as counselor of the calling church of St
George) then preaches on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 under the theme, “Fainting Not:
1. A Privilege Always to Remember; 2. A Perspective Ever to Nurture.”
After the service and a time for refreshments, Rev. J. Overduin calls the
delegates to order at 9:30 p.m. We sing Psalter 246 after which Rev. J. Overduin
reads Ephesians 1:15- 23 and leads in prayer. He welcomes all present.

Article 2 – Presentation of Credentials
The credentials are presented and are in good order. The roll call indicates that
the following delegates have been sent by the churches:
Abbotsford
Bornholm
Brantford
Calgary
Chatham
Chilliwack
Dundas
Fenwick
Grand Rapids
Hamilton
Lacombe
Langley
London
Mitchell
Monarch
Oxford

Rev. J. Schoeman
Rev. J. Procee
Elder Jerry Benjamins
Rev. H. Overduin
Rev. T. Bergsma
Rev. J. Koopman
Rev. L. J. Bilkes
Elder John Brink
Rev. I. MacLeod
Rev. W.E. Klaver
Rev. S. Dibbett
Elder Peter Pretorius
Elder John Schinkel
Elder Arnold DeVries
Rev. E. Moerdyk
Rev. D. Kranendonk

Elder Karl Noordam
Elder Adrian Zekveld
Elder Rick Postma
Elder G. Heerema
Elder Henry Zuidema
Elder Wout Kattenberg
Elder Nick Koppelaar
Elder Jeff Coolen
Elder Henk Kleyn
Elder Connor Keuning
Elder Rob Neuman
Elder Jack VanDerZwan
Elder Ray Koopman
Elder James Janssen
Elder Marvin VanMaanen
Elder Geoff Otten
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Pompton Plains
St. George
St. Thomas
Vineland

Rev. J. Lewis
Elder Wes Stryker
Elder Mark Koopman
Rev. J. Overduin

Elder Adrian Slootmaker
Elder Hans VanDoodewaard
Elder Jake VanMeppelen-Scheppink
Elder Bert DeJong

Rev. T. Bergsma, Rev. J. Lewis, and Elder A. Slootmaker are not present in this
opening session but expect to attend the rest of synod.

Article 3- Election of Officers
Synod being legally constituted, the officers of Synod are elected by open ballot.
The following brothers are elected as officers of synod:
President – Rev. David Kranendonk
Vice-President – Rev. Eric Moerdyk
First Clerk – Rev. Joel Overduin
Second Clerk – Rev. Lawrence J. Bilkes
The executive is seated and Rev. Kranendonk thanks the delegates for the
confidence expressed through the vote. He thanks Rev. J. Overduin for leading
the opening session, the St. George consistory for their work as convening
church and for their work in preparing for and hosting Synod.
He asks that the body consider Recommendation #3 from the Publications
Committee Report at this time:
That Synod appoint Mr. Ray Pennings to serve as assistant to the clerks of
Synod 2017.
Moved/ Seconded/ Carried.

Article 4 - Agreement with Three Forms of Unity
Rev. Kranendonk reads the Public Declaration of Agreement and the delegates
stand to express their agreement. We sing Psalter 266 and Rev. Kranendonk
leads in a closing prayer. The meeting stands adjourned until 8:30.
**********************

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Acts

3

Tuesday June 6, 2017
SESSION II
At 8:30 a.m., the chairman calls the meeting to order. These opening devotions
are held jointly with the delegates from the Heritage Reformed Churches.
Dr. G. M. Bilkes invites us to sing Psalter 418. He reads Isaiah 52:7-15 and
leads in prayer. He addresses the assembly on the prudent Servant’s skill and
success, based on Isaiah 52:13. We often meditate on the value, necessity,
power, and glory of the atonement, but our text focuses our attention on the
wisdom of the atonement. Although Jesus is the Son, he is spoken of here as
the Servant. The Father has absolute confidence in this Servant. The height of
His prudence is shown in His ability to appease the wrath of God and to save
sinners from eternal perdition. The reason we know of this skill is because of its
success, highlighted by the words “exalted”, “extolled” and “high” in the text. We
need not fret the outcome of our ministry because His ministry is successful and
if we serve in Him, His success is the guarantee of our success. If we rely on the
world's skill, we will fail; but if we rely on the Servant’s skill, we know we will be
exalted and reign with Him.
The chair recommends the following schedule for meeting times:
I.
8:30 a.m. opening
II.
10:00 a.m. coffee
III.
12:00 p.m. lunch
IV.
1:00 p.m. afternoon
V.
3:00 p.m. coffee
VI.
5:30 p.m. dinner
VII.
6:30 p.m. evening
VIII.
9:00 p.m. adjournment

Article 5 –Roll Call
The roll is called. All are present with the following substitutions:
Elder Jeff Postma replaces Elder Jerry Benjamins from Brantford;
Rev. T. Bergsma is still absent from Chatham.
Elder Jeff Coolen will be late in joining the meeting.
The new delegates rise to express their agreement with the Three Forms of
Unity.

Article 6- Appointments
The executive recommends the following appointments:
a.

As Advisors to Synod – Rev. T. Aicken, Rev. H. Bergsma, Dr. L. W.

4

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Acts

b.
c.
d.

Bilkes, Rev. G. Hamstra, Rev. C. Pronk, Rev. C.A. Schouls, Rev. P.
VanderMeyden, Rev. H. Van Essen, as emeritus ministers; Dr. G. M.
Bilkes, Dr. D. Murray, as theological instructors.
As Treasurer of Synod – Brother J. Wilbrink;
To prepare the Press Release – Rev. J. Procee;
To prepare a report for the Messenger- Rev. H. Overduin
Moved/seconded/carried

Dr. J.R. Beeke and Rev. M. Kuivenhoven from the HRC are recognized as
Advisors.
The chair acknowledges the presence of theological students Benjamin Hicks,
Kenneth Hutton, Young Jae-Lee, Ben VanLiere and Mark Wagenaar. Special
welcome is extended to Rev. Klaver attending his first Synod of the FRCNA.
Gratitude is expressed for the Lord enabling Dr. L. W. Bilkes to attend the
meetings after not being able to attend Synod 2016 due to the stroke he had.
The presence of Rev. McCurley of Free Church of Scotland Continuing, Rev.
John Bouwers of the United Reformed Churches and Rev. Ian Wright from the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church is acknowledged.

Article 7 – Adoption of Agenda
The St. George delegates note that there is nothing further to report beyond the
distributed agenda. Note is taken that
A motion is made: To adopt the agenda as distributed.

Moved/seconded/carried.

Article 8 - Adoption of Public Acts
A motion is made: To adopt the 2016 Acts of Synod as published.
Moved/seconded/carried.

Article 9 –Treasurer’s Report
Br. John Wilbrink presents updated copies of financial statements (pg 5-8) of
agenda. He requests that churches continue to provide quarterly payments to
the fund in order to enable the committees to meet their financial obligations.
The recommendations are considered in turn.
1. To approve the financial statement for the year 2016 as presented.
Moved/seconded/carried.
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2. To reduce the quota assessment for the Synodical Fund for 2018 to
$12.00.
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. To continue to pay 85% of the mileage allowance as reported by the
National Joint Council of the Public Service of Canada. (These rates are
published on a quarterly basis: January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1.
The rate at April 1, 2017 is 85% of $0.555 = $0.47/km)
Moved/seconded/carried.
4. To approve the actions of the Treasurer of Synod.
Moved/seconded/carried.

Article 10 – Publications Committee
Rev. J. Overduin presents on behalf of the Committee. A discussion is held in
which the following major points are raised:
• Can the committee consider producing audiobooks? This to be further
investigated;
• Can the committee encourage ministers to submit regular reading
sermons? It is noted that ministers are officially asked to submit two
sermons per year; some congregations have asked individual ministers to
supply them with sermons and they have complied. The concern is noted
and the body is reminded to remember the vacant congregations. Note is
also taken of various websites including gospeltrumpet.net (an HRC site
for reading sermons) where sermons are available for download.
• Concerning the committee's request for synodical direction regarding
potential requests by churches for the publication of resources with the
Bible version being the NKJV, various points are made, including the
acknowledgement that this could be costly and perhaps divisive, as well
as the importance of the committee serving all the churches.
• A question is raised concerning the Interdenominational Psalter Revision
committee and the fact that it is not addressing the liturgical forms and
confessions as per the original mandates of 2010 and 2012. Has synod
made a conscious decision to defer action on this matter? Or is there a
failure here in view of the sentiment of previous synods that the liturgical
forms and confessions undergo revision as well?
• Concerning the publication by Rev. VanderMeyden - Learning Bible Truths
- and its reprinting by another congregation, using the NKJV, with the
consent of the author, Rev. VanderMeyden raises the question of who
actually owns the copyright when a work is published: the author or the
publisher (FRP). This may be something for the committee to consider.

6

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Acts

Regarding the issue of the revision of the forms and confessions, Synod appoints
a pre-advice committee to review the history and bring back a recommendation to
Synod. Rev. J. Overduin (Convenor), Rev. L.J. Bilkes, Rev. J. Koopman, Rev. P.
VanderMeyden and Br. A. DeVries are appointed.
The recommendations are considered in turn.
1. that Synod approve subscribing all our pastors to the full version of
Office 365;
Moved/seconded/carried.
The chairman thanks br. Mark Koopman for many years of
service on web committee.
2. that Synod appoint Rev. I Macleod to serve a three year term, expiring
2020;
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. – already done;
4. that Synod give direction with regard to potential requests to print
resources using the NKJV;
It is noted during the discussion that feasibility includes a realistic
assessment of the total costs. In view here are primarily
consumable student workbooks and not book length publications
produced by the committee. While some delegates express the
concern that having different editions of our publications with
different versions may be a source of division, it is also noted
that addressing this matter can also be a matter of brotherly love
and respect for each other.
A motion is made:
That where there is a request for study materials using NKJV,
the committee has permission to publish accordingly when
feasible;
Moved/seconded/carried.
5. that Synod approve a quota of $4 for 2018;

Moved/seconded/carried.

6. that Synod approve the appended financial statements;
Moved/seconded/carried.
7. that Synod approve the actions of the committee.

Tabled.
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Article 11 – Refugee Committee
Rev. J. Schoeman reports on behalf of the committee. He notes that the
administrator position has been advertised and several encouraging applications
have been received. The committee is expecting to hire later this year.
Discussion is held in which notice is taken, and a committee apology given, for
failure to advertise the position in The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth (HRC
magazine).
The recommendations are considered in turn.
1. To approve the budget and the financial statements attached;
Note is taken that a projection for 2018 is not included and should be.
Moved/seconded/carried.
2. The following is not in the report but is now set before the body:
To maintain the quota of $5 per member;
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. To approve the actions of the committee.

Moved/seconded/carried.

We adjourn for coffee.

Article 12 – Church Order Committee
Rev. J. Koopman presents on behalf of the committee. The committee requests
to add a footnote to its report to Recommendation #3 (page 51 of the Synod
Agenda) as follows:
FN The proposed guidelines were developed by the Church Order
Committee in the preparation of this report. Subsequent to our work, we
discovered a 2012 "Report on the Level of Doctrinal Commitment
Necessary for Membership in URCNA Congregations" which was
adopted as Pastoral Advice by the 2012 URCNA Synod. We
recommend this report and the eight affirmations contained therein as
helpful and complementary background for those desiring more
resources on this issue.
https://www.urcna.org/urcna/synod/Doctrinal%20Commitment%202012.p
df
Various delegates express appreciation for the Church Order report.
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The recommendations are considered in turn.
1. That Synod receive and adopt the recommendations regarding Brantford
Overture on Confessional membership;
A motion to amend this report with the footnote as presented.
Moved/ seconded/ carried.
The motion as amended is Moved/seconded/carried.
2. That Synod reappoint Rev. P. VanderMeyden (Vineland) and appoint
Brother Jerry Benjamins (Brantford) for a three-year term to end in 2020;
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. That Synod approve the actions of the committee.
Moved/seconded/carried.
Elder Jeff Coolen joins the meeting and stands to express agreement with the
Three Forms of Unity.

Article 13 – Outreach Committee
Rev. J. Overduin presents on behalf of the committee. He also distributes the
Outreach Financial statements missing in the agenda. He highlights that the
committee’s work is in transition with the possible institution of the Powassan
congregation, and the closing down of the Asian ministry. Special note is made
of the committee's request for synodical reflection on possible areas of new work.
The discussion that follows concentrates on the issue of new potential work.
•
•
•
•
•

•

Can the committee work with the HRC? (Note is made later that we are
already in principle committed to mutual consultation with the HRC with
every new work);
What about working together with the seminary, including with its Asian
students?;
Many of our churches are located in university cities/centers and there
may be opportunities to work in those settings;
The Langley congregation has several attendees who are of Asian
descent and there is a strong Asian community in the Langley
community at large;
What about ministry to indigenous peoples in Canada, i.e., First Nations
communities? Not only far away, like in Moose Factory, Ontario (where
Rev. H. Bergsma has ministered), but also near many of our
congregations?;
A pastor in California who models local evangelism by offering an act of
service in the community (in his case computer support) as a means of
building relationships;
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•
•
•

•
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Can the committee give direction on non-ordained work for outreach?;
What about especially internet ministry – through blogs or expanding the
radio ministry?
The importance of having a man on the ground for potential church
plants involved in full time Christian work is highlighted;
HRC advisors encourage to develop an overall specific vision for
outreach and mission. In the HRC for example, the focus is on
theological training, especially to equip men from other cultures to reach
their own people. The HRC also shares how they are helping to facilitate
a Chinese ministry/church plant in their own community and using their
own building (in Grand Rapids); Chinese sermons preached in their
building are available for download on the internet.
Overall, there is a sense that this is a time of opportunity to not simply
talk about ideas but seek to implement them, with the help and blessing
of the Lord. In this implementation, the work of outreach needs to be
driven by and performed through the local church, while the committee
exists to facilitate and assist.

Following the discussion, a motion is made:
That the Outreach Committee be instructed to consider practical ways for
expanding outreach ministry in North America and bring concrete
proposals to Synod 2018.
Moved/seconded/ carried.
Rev. Schoeman reports on radio ministry. He notes the privilege and
responsibility to preach both to his congregation and through broadcasts in
Grand Rapids, BC, Alberta, and Southern Ontario, as well as the Philippines.
He is working through the Sermon on the Mount. He has received feedback from
listeners, especially in relation to his sermon on "Blessed are the meek" as well
as his sermon on divorce and remarriage.
Rev. Kranendonk responds to Rev. Schoeman, noting especially the difficult way
the Lord has led the Schoeman family in the loss in January of their daughter
Catherine. He commends Rev. Schoeman and his family to God’s care,
referencing those things that are "not seen" as was highlighted in the prayer
service on Monday evening (2 Cor. 4:16-18).
Br. Jeff Postma, on behalf of the overseeing consistory of Brantford, reports on
the church plant in Powassan. He mentions the struggles that pastor Rob
VanDoodewaard and his family have faced during the last year, together with
other health issues and challenges in the membership, and yet reports that
overall the Lord has used these things to strengthen and build up the flock.
Recently another family has joined the congregation. In spite of the difficulties,
Brantford supports the application of Powassan to be instituted as a church.
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The recommendations are considered in turn.
1. That Synod approve the proposal to give all the hard copies of the
writings of Rev. Gangar to Rev. Tony Zekveld for use in the ministry at
the Hope Center, and the digital copies, properly and legally protected, to
Third Millennium Ministries, and by doing so, Synod recognize also the
closing of this Asian Ministry. (On this point, and as in the report above,
note the committee is not requesting any assessment for 2018);
Moved/seconded/ carried.
The chairman pauses here to note the significance of this decision in
relation to the history of the Asian ministry, the frailty of man ("all
flesh is grass") and the mysterious sovereignty of the Lord.
2. That Synod appoint the following:
2.1. Rev. H. Overduin to a three year term (expiring 2020);
2.2. Mr. K. deBlieck to a three year term (expiring 2020);
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. That Synod decide what to do regarding the $15,000 loan to TEC, either
to forgive or seek repayment;
A motion is made: That the loan be forgiven.

Moved/seconded/ carried.

4. That Synod approve the financial statements of both Radio and Outreach
Moved/seconded/carried.
5. That Synod approve the actions of the committee;
Moved/seconded/carried.

Article 14 – Vineland Overture re Forms
Rev. Joel Overduin introduces the overture. A discussion is held in which the
following major points are made:
•
•
•

•

There is sympathy for the intent and effort and support for a revision
effort;
Some concern is expressed that not simply updated but revised forms
will not serve to unite but to divide the churches;
Concern is expressed about a form being presented for adoption coming
from only one consistory. Is there not wisdom in this being the work of
the denomination through a committee? This is countered by the point
that should the synod receive this proposed form, that would be a
denominational decision, and a consistory making such a proposal is
only helping the denomination.
A concern is expressed that some of the biblical language in the form is
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from the ESV. The Vineland delegates clarify that this was an editorial
oversight.
After discussion, the overture is tabled until after the pre-advice committee
regarding psalter revision (forms and confessions) brings a recommendation to
Synod.

Article 15 – Executive Session I
The Combined Consistory Report for the West is read and considered.
We adjourn for lunch. Elder Ray Koopman leads in prayer for the meal. Dr.
Barrett leads in prayer closing the meal.
Rev. Tim Bergsma joins the meeting and stands to express agreement with the
Three Forms of Unity.

Article 16 – Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
Dr. Adrian Neele provides a presentation on the doctoral program at PRTS to
delegates of both synods meeting in a combined session. Highlights include:
•
•

•
•
•

PRTS received in Feb 2017 full accreditation from ATS (Association of
Theological Schools) for PhD program.
The purpose is to raise up doctors for the church. The vision is to train
academically in the spirit of Reformation that emphasizes the importance
of spiritual formation and godliness as well as academic soundness and
quality of learning.
The program is looking for men who are called by the Lord for teaching
and preaching and especially serving in the office of professor of
theology.
Mention is made of the faculty and the partnerships with other schools
that have been established.
This program is both privilege and responsibility. It is not just a vision for
seminary growth but ultimately a calling from God for the advancement
of his kingdom and church.

We sing Psalter 259:2,3,5.

Article 17 – Interchurch Relations Address
Rev. McCurley from the Free Church of Scotland Continuing is invited to address
the assembly. He brings greetings from the General Assembly which met a few
weeks ago in Scotland. He highlights our joint commitments to doctrinal
orthodoxy and experiential piety. He notes the relationships between the Dutch
and Scottish have deep roots as Samuel Rutherford was invited to posts in the
Netherlands during the Nadere Reformatie and our common commitments
remain to this day.
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The churches in Scotland are facing the challenges of secularism and aging
congregations but some opportunities have also come outside of Scotland, with
mission/church planting work started in Spain and France. In the United States
the congregations have seen some growth with new congregations and pastors.
Rev. McCurley expresses concern that increasingly in our day man seeks God
for his own purposes rather than seeking a God-glorifying religion. As churches,
we seek to work alongside and strengthen each other. We must not misjudge
our role by worldly standards but rather be focused on how Christ as the King of
the Church regards us. It only takes a small burst of air to blow a trumpet and
the Lord has put a trumpet in our hands. He concludes by reading Isaiah 40:2831.
Rev. E. Moerdyk responds by noting that even with limited exposures we can
experience our like-mindedness. He reads from and commends the Free
Churches with Revelation 3:10-12.

Article 18 – Theological Committee Report
Rev. Schoeman introduces and highlights various aspects of the report. He
notes with appreciation the faithful service of Rev. L.W. Bilkes on the committee
and seminary board.
A discussion follows in which the following major points are raised:
•

•

•

A concern is raised about the discrepancy between seminary and church
evaluation standards. Dr. G.M. Bilkes responds by noting that this is part
of the American academic culture in distinction from the Canadian and
certainly European culture. The faculty (and committee) are alert to
these differences and seeking to deal with them.
A question is raised about internships and whether the committee could
consider asking the emeritus pastors to serve as helpers with
internships. There is also concern about the conducting an internship for
a student with a church/pastor (Rev. J. Vandenberg, Providence RCA,
Grand Rapids) outside of the federation. The concern is not with the
individual church or pastor, but with the impression this may give to the
vacant churches in our federation that could benefit from having an intern
serve them.
A concern is expressed about churches in the West hearing students.
This year neither Calgary nor Lacombe will be hearing any students.
Committee responds that this will be kept in mind when establishing the
schedule for next year.

Dr. Bilkes addresses the assembly as theological instructor, thanking the
churches and also the TEC for their support and labours. He highlights the need
for prayer that we may be humble and teachable.
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The chairman acknowledges the presence of Rev. H.A. Bergsma who has joined
the meeting. Condolences are expressed in light of the recent passing away of
Rev. Bergsma’s father.
The committee’s recommendations are considered in turn.
1. To accept Mr. Kenneth Hutton as student for ministry in the FRC (see 3.1);
Moved/seconded/carried.
2. To move student Mark Wagenaar to the licensure phase which gives him
permission to lead services in our federation (see 3.2);
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. To move student Ben VanLiere to the licensure phase (see 3.2);
Moved/ Seconded/ carried.
The chair addresses students Wagenaar and VanLiere,
encouraging them that also in bringing and edifying word in the
churches, both they and the churches would be blessed.
4. To approve the introductory section of the Student Phases Policy (see
4.2, Appendix B);
Moved/seconded/ carried.
5. To give permission to the TEC to request students have an internship at
Providence Reformed Church (Grand Rapids) (see 4.3);
Moved/ seconded.
A discussion is held in which the following major points are
raised:
• Part of the background for this recommendation is family or
immigration circumstances of students who could not easily
move to Canada for an internship.
• A question is asked whether Grand Rapids HRC or another
HRC might be considered for internships;
• Comment is made that priority consideration should be given
to vacant churches;
After discussion, an amendment is proposed that the following be the
preamble to the motion:
"While giving priority to FRC congregations, the TEC has permission, …"
Moved/seconded/carried.
The amended motion is carried.

14
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6. To approve the financial statements for 2016, budget for 2017, and
forecast for 2018 (see 5.1, appendix A);
Moved/seconded/ carried.
7. To approve the proposal for the Ministers’ Retreat 2017 as outlined in the
report (see 6.1);
Moved/seconded/carried.
8.

To assign complete responsibility for the fall HRC-FRC office-bearers
conferences to the Interchurch Relations Committee (see 6.3);
Moved/seconded/carried.

9.

To approve the recommendations for Seminary Day 2017 (see 6.2);
Moved/seconded/carried.

10. To approve the recommended responses to the Vineland Overture (See
9, appendix C).
The recommendations from Appendix C are considered separately.
1. That Synod not mandate the establishment of a PRTS satellite campus
in Ontario at this time.
Moved/seconded/carried.
2. That Synod request the TEC to further investigate the possibility of a
more extensive internship during a student’s final year and report back to
Synod 2018.
Moved/seconded.
In discussion, Dr. Beeke cautions the body that to do that would
be a heavy burden for a student to have an internship throughout
both semesters of his last year; it may be better for the internship
to happen during a summer and one semester.
Carried
3. To re-appoint for a three-year term as primary members Mr. C. Keuning,
Rev. D. Kranendonk, Dr. E. Nieuwenhuis, and Rev. P. VanderMeyden
and as alternate members Rev. E. Moerdyk and Mr. G. Postma
(Vineland)
Moved/seconded/carried

Article 19 - Executive Session II
A Supplementary Report from the Theological Education Committee is tabled
and considered. Student Kenneth Hutton is granted a licence to speak a word of
edification in the churches. Student Young Jae Lee’s status in the Licensure
phase is extended for another year.
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Elder Noordam leads in prayer. After dinner, Rev. S. Dibbet leads in reading
Psalm 126 and in prayer. We sing Psalter 357.

Article 20 – Interchurch Committee- Address by Orthodox
Presbyterian Churches
Rev. Iain Wright of the Orthodox Presbyterian Churches addresses the
assembly. He reads from Ephesians 2:1-8. During the past few years, the OPC
has had a slight decline in membership but he reflects that a parting of the ways
of fellowship is a sometimes a consequence of taking theology seriously.
Similar discouraging developments have been experienced in the fellowship that
the OPC has with certain Reformed federations in other countries. However,
discouraging news of dis-fellowship is countered by the good news of the gospel,
also as we have it in Ephesians 2. Believers not only can have the confidence of
the love of God but that we are “much loved” by God. It is a blessing and comfort
when denominations can greet others who are faithfully proclaiming and singing
the truths of the gospel. We sing the praises of the one true and living God, not
just with our lips but also with our hearts, because He alone is worthy to be
praised.
Rev. Joel Overduin responds on behalf of Synod. He thanks Rev. Wright for
speaking about the Word and about Christ. He reads Ephesians 3:14-19.

Article 21 – Executive Session III
Discussion continues on the Theological Education Committee supplementary
report.

Article 22 – Theological Education
The final recommendation of the committee is considered:
1. To approve the actions of your deputies.
A question is asked about checks and balances, particularly with
a view to the new PhD program at PRTS. While there are no
specific present concerns, it is a historical fact that heresy has
often entered the church through seminary faculties. Dr. Beeke
responds that PRTS shares these concerns and has developed
a detailed sixteen-point hiring process that focuses on both
doctrinal and lifestyle issues of concern with potential faculty.
He notes that there are checks and balances internal to PRTS
with its faculty, an active Board of Trustees that provides input
(which includes three FRC members), and denominational
accountability. On-going oversight (after hiring) includes an
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active program of academic dean oversight, student feedback,
and the churches of which faculty are members. Dr. Beeke
notes that in a tight-knit seminary community such as PRTS,
there would be early warnings of any doctrinal concerns that may
be present in the teaching. PRTS does not grant its faculty
tenure (a very conscious decision unique among seminaries)
which provides it greater flexibility to deal with concerns should
they arise, which thankfully has not yet occurred.
The input received is noted with appreciation and will be taken
back as feedback both by the seminary representatives present
as well as by the Theological Education Committee, whose
mandate includes participation in the seminary oversight as this
also impacts FRC student training.
The motion to approve actions of committee approved.
Elder Keuning leads in prayer for the work of theological education and for the
seminary.

Article 23 – Theological Student Support Committee
Br. John Wilbrink presents on behalf of the committee. In light of previous
decisions made during this Synod, he notes that the amount in recommendation
(b) in the submitted proposals (assessment for 2018) will need to be amended
from $25 to $32.50 per member.
The recommendations are considered in turn.
1. To approve the financial statement for the year 2016 as presented.
Moved/ seconded/carried.
2. To maintain the assessment for the Theological Student Support Fund at
$32.50 per member for the year 2018.
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. To approve the projected budget for the year 2018 as presented (as it
will be revised to reflect the change of assessment).
Moved/seconded/carried.
4. To approve the revision made to Supplement 10-E of Church Order
article 19.
Moved/seconded.
A motion is made:
To amend the supplement at Article 13.2 by replacing “the
Heritage Reformed Churches” with to “any denomination with
which we have complete correspondence.”
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The argument in support of this amendment is that our
documents should reflect categories rather than names of
churches. Even though this provision presently only applies to
the HRC, we may in the future enter into similar arrangements
with other denominations.
The amendment is carried.
The motion is carried as amended.
1. To re-appoint Brothers Bill Pols and John Wilbrink as members of the
committee for another three-year term.
Moved/ seconded/ carried.
2. To approve the actions of this committee.

Moved/ seconded/ carried.

Article 24 – Finance Committee
Henry Berger is welcomed to present on behalf of the committee. After
discussion, it is agreed that the Addendums A and B which reflect committee
“work in progress” regarding certain policies should be withdrawn by the
committee and not published in the Acts of Synod as they seem to contain some
inaccuracies concerning present policy.
The recommendations of the Committee are considered in turn.
Ministers Emeritus Fund and RRSPs:
1. Increase emeritus payments as follows:
a. Canadian ministers from C$28,187 to C$28,610, 65% of the
minimum recommended salary guideline as per Synod 2012
b. Canadian widows from C$21,683 to C$22,008, 50% of the
minimum recommended salary guideline as per Synod 2012
c. American ministers from US$27,758 to US$28,341
d. American widows from US$21,353 to US$21,801
Moved/seconded/carried
2. Increase the RRSP contributions as follows:
a. Canadian ministers from C$6,500 to C$6,598
b. American ministers from US$6,500 to US$6,637
Moved/seconded/carried
3. Increase the assessment for 2017 from C$35.00 to C$35.50 per
member, as per the CPI.
Moved/seconded/carried.
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4. Approve the attached financial statements for the year 2016.
Moved/seconded/carried
5. That the policy update be held over to Synod 2018.
Moved/seconded/carried
Minister Salary Guidelines:
1. We recommend that the salaries increase by 1.5% for Canadian
ministers and by 2.1% for American ministers for the calendar year 2018.
We therefore request approval to increase the minimum salaries for
ministers effective January 1, 2018 as follows:
a. Canadian ministers from C$43,365 to C$44,015
b. American ministers from US$42,705 to US$43,602
2. Increase the years of service allowance from C$508 to C$516 for up to
10 years of service.
Moved/seconded/carried
Needy Churches Fund:
1. Leave the assessment at $1.00 per member for 2018.
Moved/seconded/carried
2. Approve the financial statements for the year 2016.
Moved/seconded/carried.
Widows of Pastors and Orphans of Pastors:
1. That this request be held over to Synod 2018.

Moved/seconded/carried

Miscellaneous:
1. Re-appoint for a three year term Karl Noordam (Abbotsford).
Moved/seconded/carried
2. Appoint for a three year term Jack Hoek (St. George).
Moved/seconded/carried
3. Approve the actions of the committee.

Moved/seconded/carried

The chairman thanks Henry Berger for his service, both in presenting this report
and for his many years on the committee.
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Article 25 – Interchurch Relations – HRC Address
Rev. M. Kuivenhoven is invited to address the assembly on behalf of the
Heritage Reformed Congregations. He notes the growing relationship between
our denominations rooted in our shared commitments to sound doctrine and
experiential, expository preaching. Using the book of Acts, he provides a “360
review” of healthy church unity, challenging both denominations to consider our
growing relationship. The apostolic unity was based on a unity of prayer and an
outpouring of the Spirit that blessed the preaching of the Word. It produced a
boldness that pushed the church outside of its comfort zones and saw the gospel
spread from Jerusalem outwards.
Rev. Kuivenhoven noted that the growing FRC-HRC relationship should not only
be expressed by participating in one another’s ecclesiastical assemblies and
building relationships among the leadership, as important and valuable as this is,
but needs to find greater expression in grassroots activities. He makes various
suggestions including joint Reformation Day events, youth gatherings, mission
activities, both domestic and foreign, and using each other’s sermons for reading
services. He notes the continuing joint work on the seminary, ministers
preaching on each other’s pulpits, of using materials sourced from both
denominations in our denominational periodicals, all of which is being received
with appreciation. May the Spirit of Pentecost continue to be poured out and
find expression also in a growing unity between our denominations.
Rev. L.J. Bilkes responds noting that the unity in the book of Acts also brought
the joys of sweet communion. The HRC is our closest neighbour with whom we
interact most frequently. May our communion with God also be expressed in our
communion and fellowship with each other.
Rev. H. Bergsma leads in closing prayer. We sing Psalter 83 and the meeting
adjourns at 8:30 p.m.
****************
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Wednesday June 7, 2017
SESSION III
At 8:30 a.m., Rev. Kelderman (chair of HRC Synod) calls the meeting to order.
We sing Psalter 222:1,2, and Rev. Kelderman leads in prayer.
Rev. J. Neels re-reads the texts from the opening service (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)
and the opening devotions from Tuesday (Isaiah 52:13) along with Mark 6:34-44.
When we gather each Lord’s Day for worship, Jesus sees many people and is
moved with compassion for them. That is part of the prudent servant’s work. He
teaches them about their sin, His grace, and the way of righteousness, through
the preaching of His word. As office-bearers, we realize that the flock is hungry
and, like the disciples in Mark 6, we can be ready to offer our solutions. Jesus
told the disciples, who would have sent the people away, that it was their task to
feed the people, something that was impossible for them with their limited
means. As office bearers, we have empty hands, but Jesus provides. He sits
the flock down in companies (He is a God of order) and takes what He has given
to His servants and multiplies it so that there is more than enough for all of them.
God’s servants are like empty baskets that God will fill with the resources to feed
His people.
We sing Psalter 345. Rev. Kranendonk assumes the chair.
The roll is called. All are present as in the last session with the following
changes:
From Brantford, Elder Dave Wielenga replaces Elder Rick Postma.
From Chatham, Elder Peter Luth replaces Elder Henry Zuidema.
From Fenwick, Elder Peter Bosman replaces Elder Jeff Coolen.
From St. George, Elder Lawrence Pennings replaces Elder Hans
VanDoodewaard
The new delegates are asked to stand to indicate their agreement with the Three
Forms of Unity.
The presence of Dr. Murray as an Advisor is noted.

Article 26 – Interchurch Relations Committee
Rev. L. J. Bilkes introduces the report on behalf of the Committee. He notes that
Rev. Macleod recently represented our denomination at the General Assembly of
the Free Church of Scotland Continuing. He also notes that the committee has
approved requests from local churches for pulpit supply: Rev. Steven
Richardson (Brantford/ Mitchell), Rev. John VanEyk (Brantford), Rev. Christo
Heiberg (Brantford), Professor David MacKay (Brantford), and Seminarian
Confex Makhalira (London).
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A discussion is held in which the following major points are made:
•

•
•

Concern is expressed regarding different trends in the CGK and whether
the committee has considered whether we should remain in full
correspondence with this denomination. The committee responds that
there is ongoing discussion of all of our official relationships. Although
there are concerns regarding developments in the CGK and a
recognition that we have more in common with some segments within
that denomination than others, there are no recent CGK decisions to
prompt a reconsideration of the relationship;
A question is asked whether the committee has sought any contact with
the PCA. The response is given that while the committee sees them at
NAPARC, there are no formal discussions at this time.
Regarding the regulations for pulpit supply, there is review of the current
policy for consistories to have visiting ministers. The point is made that
the churches need to make themselves aware of the regulations. Over
the last few years, the committee has sent a number of letters, reminding
the churches about the process and therefore there is no reason for
ignorance.

The committee’s recommendations are considered in turn:
1. To approve of sending Mr. C. Keuning and Rev. I. Macleod as delegates
to the November 2017 NAPARC meeting in Grand Rapids, MI.;
Moved/seconded/carried.
2. To approve of sending Rev. H. Bergsma, Mr. C. Keuning, Rev. C. Pronk
and Rev. P. VanderMeyden as delegates to the July 2017 ICRC meeting
in Jordan ON.;
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. To approve of sending Mr. C. Keuning and Mr. E. Laman as delegates to
the 2017 synod of the HRC, with Mr. D. Tamminga as alternate;
Moved/seconded.
Elder Keuning reports on HRC synod that was held this week. He notes
that he and a fellow FRC delegate were warmly received. He observes
that synodical processes and the culture is somewhat different from our
own. In discussion, the body seeks clarity regarding the possibility of
concurrent synods in the future.
A motion is made:
That we give permission for 2018 to have a concurrent synod
and prayer service with the HRC and that the ad-hoc Joint
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HRC/FRC church union committee be assigned to discuss the
wisdom and feasibility of ongoing concurrent synods.
Moved/seconded/carried.
4. To approve the combined FRC-HRC office-bearer’s conference on
“Sinful Sexual Relationships from a Biblical, Legal and Pastoral
Perspective” for October 2017.
Moved/seconded/carried.
5. To approve the reappointment of Rev. J. Overduin for a 3-year term.
Moved/seconded/carried.
6. To approve the reappointment of Mr. D. Tamminga for a 1-year term
Moved/ seconded/carried.
7. To approve the appointment of Rev. T. Bergsma, Rev. W. Klaver, and
Rev. J. Procee for a 3-year term as primary members.
Moved/seconded.
The Chatham consistory requests that Rev. T. Bergsma not be
appointed due to workload issues on other committees.
A motion is made to withdraw the name of Rev. T. Bergsma from the
motion.
Moved/seconded/carried.
The motion as amended is carried.
8. To admonish those churches who do not abide by the provisions of the
Church Order regarding visiting ministers (5J).
Moved/seconded.
A discussion follows in which some raise concern about the committee’s
strict application of the rules given by Synod and that the wording of
“admonishment” in the recommendation is too strong (it is stronger than
“admonish” which means to warn gently). Others strongly argue that
“admonishment” is required in that the committee is following the rules
Synod has developed and that as members of the denomination, we
have pledged ourselves to submit to the decisions of Synod.
There are questions concerning whether the passing of this motion
would require a letter to consistories or the chairman to express an
admonishment. The chair notes that simply passing the motion is a
public admonition from Synod to those churches to which it applies and
nothing further needs to be done.
After this discussion, the motion is carried.
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Article 27 – Ad Hoc Committee Report re HRC/FRC Church
Union
Rev. Moerdyk reviews the report, highlighting the progress made and asking for
a one-year extension for the committee’s mandate. The ensuing discussion
highlights various points including the different challenges that remain as listed in
the report, but also the confidence that a pathway forward is beginning to
develop. He emphasizes the importance of nurturing grassroots relationships
and cooperative work with each other, especially in those places where
congregations are neighbours to each other (e.g., Chilliwack, Grand Rapids,
Vineland, Oxford). It is observed that having two HRC advisors present at our
Synod meeting this year has been very much appreciated. One small point of
regret is that the delegates have not been present for the entire time due in part
to their being involved on occasion at the HRC synod.
The chair welcomes the grade 8 students of Rehoboth Christian School who are
here to observe the proceedings.
A motion is made:
To extend the mandate of the committee for another year in order to
provide a detailed report with recommendations on each of these items
to our respective Synods in 2018.
Moved/seconded/carried.

Article 28 – Interchurch Address from URC
Rev. J. Bouwers addresses Synod on behalf of the United Reformed Churches.
He expresses appreciation for the concurrent FRC and HRC Synods, the joint
worship service, and the opportunity to share in the fellowship of the brothers.
Rev. Bouwers is especially encouraged by the growing relationship between the
HRC and FRC providing a testimony to the world of the unity the Christ has been
praying for. What Christ prays for, He works for; and we are called to work for
what He is working for. Rev. Bouwers notes with appreciation the work that
takes place locally in Jordan with the URC, FRC and HRC.
Further, Rev. Bouwers urges the HRC – FRC relationship not to be seen as the
end of the line but as a motivation to reach out, also to the URC. Rev. Bouwers
acknowledges that pursuing unity requires much wisdom and patience. He
mentions the URC efforts with the CanRC which have been ongoing since 2001,
and the fact that the URC recently decided to pause further discussions with the
CanRC until 2022. Rev. Bouwers highlights that the URC are planning a
concurrent Synod with the OPC in 2018, when they will also sing from the new
Trinity Psalter Hymnal that is being jointly developed by the two denominations.
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Rev. Bouwers then reflects on the IRC’s report Item 11.2 regarding listening to
each other’s sermons and learning from each other. He expresses concern that
the report’s account of their attitude to “nominal and doubting Christians” may
need nuance. Reference is made to a sermon by Rev. denButter on Mark 12:34
("being not far from the kingdom”) which was discussed by the committee for
FRC-URC relations. From the URC perspective, the sermon could well be
preached in the URC, just not every Lord's Day.
Rev. Bouwers makes two requests: one, that in the future, URC delegates might
receive a copy of the agenda for Synod in advance of Synod; two, that FRC
office bearers might consider accepting, at least on occasion, the invitations the
URC extends to visit their local classis meetings. Finally, Rev. Bouwers closes
with quoting from the Genevan Psalter selection for Psalm 116 - Psalter 426:10,
"Come, join with me and bless Him all thy days."
Elder C. Keuning responds on behalf of the Synod. He expresses appreciation
for the meetings and discussions regarding the preaching which focus on the
heart of the matter. We have common secession roots and he urges the URC to
study also their Secession and Nadere Reformation roots. We can also learn
from the URC from their rich confessional heritage.

Article 29 – Brantford Overture re Calling Process for
Complete Correspondence Ministers
Elder Benjamins speaks on behalf of Brantford, presenting their overture:
The Consistory of Brantford overtures Synod to amend the current
church order Article 5. G. (regulations for calling ministers and
candidates from other denominations) to revert the CO to its previous
requirements for calling a minister from denominations in complete
correspondence.
After the overture is moved and seconded, various points of discussion are
raised, including concern that it may be awkward to hold a CD just prior to an
installation. This is answered by affirming that the CD is still a helpful and
valuable check. Special concern is expressed regarding some CGK ministers,
and how in some cases, it would be vital that a CD be held. At the same time,
regarding HRC ministers, given the closeness of our relationship, there should no
need for a CD. After discussion, however, the question is called and Brantford's
overture to Amend CO Article 5G, as follows below - is approved.
G. Calling ministers and candidates from other denominations:
1. A Consistory considering calling a minister or a candidate from another
denomination with which we do not have Complete Correspondence relationship
(see Art. 51), shall seek the advice of the Synodical deputies of Interchurch
Relations. Before giving their advice, these deputies shall make thorough inquiry
(including a colloquium doctum) with respect to both the denomination and the
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person of the minister or candidate. When their advice is negative, the Consistory
shall not pursue the matter. Should the Consistory desire not to abide by the
negative advice, it ought to present this case before Synod.
The following procedure must be followed:
a. The Consistory must inform the deputies of the reasons for
considering such a minister and whether the needs of the local church
justify his nomination.
b. The deputies cannot give permission to extend a call. They must
report to Synod, which decides whether or not the minister may be
called.
c. Synod, in making such a decision, shall conduct an examination
similar to a candidacy examination. Before such an examination can take
place, the minister is to present good evidence of his call to the ministry
as well as good testimonies with regard to his confession and walk of life.
d. If permission to issue a call is granted the Consistory may propose
him to the congregation. If the call is issued and accepted he may be
installed without further examination.
2. With respect to calling ministers belonging to a denomination with which we
have a Complete Correspondence relationship: When the minister has accepted
the call to the congregation, he shall not be admitted to the ministry of the Word
and Sacraments nor be installed in the congregation which has called him until
he has subjected himself, with favourable result, to a colloquium doctum with
regard to doctrine and knowledge before the Synodical deputies of Interchurch
Relations. When their advice is negative, the Consistory shall not pursue the
matter. Should the Consistory desire not to abide by the negative advice, it ought
to present this case before Synod.
3. A candidate, regardless of which denomination, is to show that he has
successfully completed the required studies at a reputable seminary or university
in preparation for the ministry, as well as good testimonies concerning his
confession and walk of life. A candidate must sustain a full examination at Synod.
4. At every colloquium doctum or examination, Synod shall be assisted by
deputies of Interchurch Relations. (Acts of Synod 2012, Article 24)
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Article 30 – Overtures re Article 5J – Brantford Visiting
Ministers
Elder Benjamins presents the overture on behalf of Brantford.
The Consistory of Brantford overtures Synod to amend the current
church order sentence 5.J.2 (regulations for visiting ministers from noncorresponding churches) to revise the requirement to seek advice
(approval) from the IRC to the requirement to inform the IRC.
A discussion is held regarding the admissibility of the overture. One delegate
argues that the overture is out of order, given that its grounds are a repetition of
the grounds of a similar overture in 2013 that was answered by a synodical
decision in 2015. Article 46 of the Church Order requires that new grounds be
submitted if a matter is to be revisited. The chair declines the request to rule this
out of order, noting that the difference between now and the submission of 2013
is that there has been a change to the Church Order such that the present
overture is seeking the amendment of a differently worded church order. The
chair rules the overture is admissible and properly on the table for discussion.
A motion is made and seconded:
To challenge the ruling of the Chair.
A vote is held and the ruling of the chair is sustained.
The subsequent discussion yields various opinions. Some argue that we must
recognize the need of the vacant churches which is behind this overture, and
express regret that this matter continues to be a matter of struggle for the
churches. Other delegates emphasize that our long-standing practice of having
pulpit access regulated via the denomination is very important to maintaining our
unity and express concern regarding the implications of this overture.
The HRC advisors are asked to report concerning their practice. Rev.
Kuivenhoven informs us that pulpit access in the HRC is left to the discretion of
local consistories, with annual reports to Synod ensuring that there is a sense of
mutual accountability.
At this point, Dr. Beeke expresses appreciation to the FRC for hosting and
arranging the concurrent synods, noting that he and Rev. Kuivenhoven will need
to depart shortly after lunch. He reports that the HRC just interviewed and hired
Dr. Daniel Timmer for the PhD. program at PRTS. At the request of the
chairman, Dr. Beeke leads in prayer, also for lunch.
The meeting adjourns till 1:30pm. At 1:30pm, we sing Psalter 237. Rev. H.
Overduin reads Psalm 87 and leads in prayer.
The chair welcomes Rev. R. VanDoodewaard, Elder J. Irwin and Deacon A.
Wassink from the Powassan church plant.
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Article 31 – Request for Institution – Powassan
Elder Jerry Benjamins speaks on behalf of the Brantford consistory. The
Brantford delegates affirm there is good unity among the Powassan consistory
and that financially things are going in the right direction. If the institution is
approved, the male membership of Powassan will have to vote to call men to the
office of pastor, elder and deacon. Brantford reports that, while the consistory
has not pushed for institution, it expresses its support for institution, since it sees
all the elements necessary to institution are in place, and since there was desire
for institution among the Powassan membership.
Pastor Rob VanDoodewaard addresses the assembly. He reports there has been
good unity in the fellowship. He highlights that four years ago two deacons were
installed. Earlier this year, two elders and one deacon were installed. Present
collection levels and a reserve fund will keep the congregation going well into
2019. Since the application for institution was submitted for the synodical
agenda, another family has been admitted into membership. This makes for a
current total of 44 members, 20 confessing and 24 baptized. Truly the Lord has
provided richly! Although forty-four members may seem a small number, this
church will be one of the largest congregations in the region. Pastor
VanDoodewaard expresses appreciation for the support of the federation and
asks for continued prayer on behalf of Powassan. He indicates the new
congregation will no doubt rely on its counselor and looks forward to the
involvement of the churches through church visitation. He especially gives
thanks for the care and work of the emeritus pastors over the years, and
Brantford consistory for their faithfulness and patience as overseeing consistory.
A discussion is held in which the following major questions/observations are
answered.
• The make-up of the congregation is about 50% from FRC background,
with the rest of the membership being from various charismatic and
evangelical backgrounds. Over the years there has been significant
growth and maturity within the membership with a particular appreciation
for the emphasis on covenant and church order within the FRC.
• There are three men in addition to the pastor who have are serving as
office-bearers and there are others in the congregation who could be
nominated.
• Currently the congregation meets in Powassan. It is possible that they
may someday move to North Bay but the present membership
composition makes Powassan the most suitable location. As for the
matter of a building, they are continuing to study the options.
• Summer times are especially busy times for the congregation; they are
also good times overall.
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A motion is made:
To grant the petition in Powassan to establish a Free Reformed
congregation.
Moved/seconded/carried.
Rev. Kranendonk addresses the Powassan brothers, highlighting the Lord’s work
and blessing on this work that has brought them to this point. In the work of
church planting, we experience the seed falling on the various types of soil as
shown in the parable of the sower, yet there is the fourth soil in which the seed
takes root and bears fruit. The blessing of seed falling in this soil brings us to
this point. He reads Acts 2:41-47, expressing the hope that the work of the Spirit
of Pentecost would be experienced in the Powassan congregation and that
sinners would be added to the church. Rev. Kranendonk also thanks the
Brantford consistory for the work of oversight that they have faithfully carried out
and the Outreach Committee for their involvement in this work and development.
We sing Psalter 357, Rev. J. Overduin leads in prayer, and there is an
opportunity provided to congratulate the Powassan delegates.
According to the Home Missions Order, a consistory needs to be appointed to
assist in the institution process. The Brantford consistory is appointed.

Article 32 – Ethical Public Affairs Committee
Rev. R. VanDoodewaard reports on behalf of the committee. He recommends
the work of the committee, especially the report on Bio-Ethical Questions, for
consistory’s reflection.
There is encouragement to promote and make this information available to our
members, noting that it is available on the denominational website. The
committee is also encouraged to write more articles for the Messenger.
The recommendations are considered in turn.
3.1 To reappoint Drs. J. Hamstra and G. Kenyon for a term of 3 years.
Moved/seconded/carried.
3.2

To approve Section 2 of the Resources for Office-Bearers Document.
Moved/seconded/carried.

3.3

To approve the actions of the EPA Committee.
Moved/seconded/carried.

Article 33 – Ad-hoc Supplementary Psalter Committee
Rev. R. VanDoodewaard reports on behalf of the committee. He notes that br.
Tom Moerdyk has asked to be relieved from his responsibilities on this committee
due to his travel schedule.
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A discussion is held and various questions are answered. One significant question
regarding the mandate of this committee and the word "alternate" which implies
that the potential new psalter could be used as a complete replacement of the
existing psalter. A motion is made:
To improve clarity by removing the word “alternate” from the mandate of
this committee.
Moved/seconded/carried.
The recommendations are considered in turn:
1. That Synod approve the work done by the ad-hoc committee;
Moved/seconded/carried.
2. That Synod grant $500 to the ad-hoc committee to cover resource costs,
particularly hard copies of the Psalters under review for those who would
require them. This is applicable for the RPCNA Psalter which has the
tunes on-line, but not the versification. (from the Synodical fund);
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. To accept the resignation of Br. Tom Moerdyk.

Moved/seconded/carried.

Article 34 - Report of the Pre-Advice Committee regarding the
Psalter Revision Project:
The pre-advice committee appointed in Article 10 reports:
After reviewing the history of the Psalter Revision project going back to 2010:
•
•

•

•

•

We acknowledge that the history of the Psalter revision is quite
complicated and confusing.
We recognize that synod had in its view both in 2010 (Mitchell Overture)
& 2012 (Chilliwack Overture) the revision of the entire Psalter including
the confessions & liturgical forms;
and
we recognize that the mandate given to the interdenominational Psalter
revision committee in 2015 focused its attention on the songs portion of
the Psalter;
As a result, the revision of the confessions & liturgical forms is no longer
being actively pursued by any specific committee even though it was the
desire of synod;
Recommends that synod follows through on its 2010 & 2012
commitments by appointing a separate committee to begin this updating
of the confessions, creeds, and forms.
Moved/seconded.
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Discussion focuses on whether or not this new committee will be an
interdenominational committee.
This leads to a motion to amend by adding the following:
"And to invite the PRC and HRC to participate in this endeavour."
Moved/seconded/ carried.
Motion as amended is carried.

Article 35 – Interdenominational Psalter committee
Rev. J. Overduin reports on the work of the Committee. The committee is
encouraging congregations to utilize new edited version of Book III of the Psalms
as distributed with the agenda and solicit congregational feedback (which can be
provided through the website.)
A discussion is held in which several questions are answered.
The recommendations are considered in turn:
1. To declare that the proposed revisions of Psalms 73-89 (Book III) are in
harmony with the principles of text, music, and format approved at Synod
2016. (Those principles and a summary of the revisions are attached, as is
the proposed Book III). This declaration of synod is not a final approval of the
section, and all the details, but a statement that the synod judges that the
principles have been followed.
Moved/ second/ carried.
2. To approve the distribution of Psalms 73-89 (Book III) to the local
congregations for their usage and feedback. This should not be taken as final
approval of the proposals, but only approval for distribution for further
feedback.
Moved/seconded
In discussion, clarification is sought regarding whether this sample
booklet can be used in worship services or only in other settings? At
issue is the direction we find in church order article 69.
An amendment to the recommendation is moved as follows:
Synod, in light of CO 69, acknowledges that this motion allows for the
singing of these Psalms in the worship service, during this interim testing
period.
Moved/ seconded/ carried.
Motion carried as amended.
A question is asked about whether or not the criteria that have been adopted
can be changed, for example if one or more of the criteria is found to be
inconsistent. In answer to this question, mention is made that the challenge
is that these are criteria have already been adopted by three denominations
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as a basis of the work of the committee. The only way to amend these would
be through an overture to a future Synod.

Article 36 – Youth and Education Committee
Rev. T. Bergsma presents the report. He especially highlights and updates the
development of the web app to replace the print-edition Youth Messenger.
A discussion is held in which various views are expressed regarding the pros and
cons of moving to a digital only version of youth materials, as well the ways and
means of administering a youth app or some other form of digital communication.
There is an expressed disappointment by some regarding the decision to
discontinue a printed form of the Youth Messenger.
The recommendations of the committee are considered in turn:
1. That Synod approve the appointment of brother Gerrit Sinke to a first
term (ending 2020).
Moved/seconded/carried.
2. That Synod approve the appointment of Rev. Scott Dibbet to a first term
(ending 2020). He will serve as a replacement for Rev. Joel Overduin
who has completed his fourth and final term.
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. That Synod approve the Financial Statement of the Youth & Ed 2015/16
statements, 2017/18 budget, and the 2018/19 projections.
Moved/seconded/carried.
4. That Synod approve the continued development of the youth app and the
transition of the Youth Messenger from a paper magazine to this digital
web app.
Moved/seconded.
Before the vote is taken, Dr. Murray is invited to reflect on the issue
of digital vs. print, in light of strong opinions expressed in the
discussion that we are contributing to a decline in reading and study
of the scriptures by succumbing to the digital-only tendency of
society. Dr. Murray notes that we are asking the right questions but
no one has the single right answer. At end of day, the literacy of the
next generation will be determined by hunger for the Word and
materials provided, regardless of the medium through which they are
delivered.
The motion is carried.
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5. That Synod approve a quota of $3/member for 2017/18;
Moved/seconded/carried.
6. That Synod approve the work of this committee.
Moved/seconded/carried.
The chair expresses thanks to the editors of the Youth Messenger and to the
Youth & Ed committee. Rev. VanderMeyden highlights that personal
relationships remain a powerful way to reach youth, especially as growing social
networks result in fewer relationships. Our ministry to our youth should not
simply rely on mass communications efforts, whether electronic or in print.

Article 37 – Executive Session IV
The report for combined consistory East is read and discussed.
Elder Slootmaker leads in prayer opening the meal. We adjourn for dinner. After
dinner, we sing Psalter 359. Rev. Klaver reads Ezekiel 33:1-9 and leads in
prayer.

Article 38 – Brantford Overture – Regulations for Visiting
Ministers
The discussion continues from Article 30. The overture provides two options with
the status quo being a third option. The discussion continues concerning the key
issue: what should be the extent of the role for the IRC in the matter of pulpit
access? Do we intend the committee to be simply kept informed or is it actually
charged with providing approval for visiting ministers on local pulpits?
The Brantford delegates make a motion:
To adopt proposal #2 (pg 19 of the agenda) from the Brantford
overture.
Moved/seconded/carried
The IRC committee requests clarification regarding 5J(2): Is this valid for all of
the churches and is there an expiry date? It is acknowledged that there is lack of
clarity regarding the concept of preaching licence due to recent changes in the
system of allowing visiting ministers on the pulpits. The IRC is asked to
investigate the history and concept of licence to preach.
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Article 39 – Mitchell Overture re Regulations for Visiting
Ministers
Brother DeVries introduces the Mitchell overture that proposes an amendment to
Article 5J of the Church Order as well. He notes there is a difference in grounds
from the Brantford overture and a different solution proposed than that which has
just been adopted.
The chairman rules that the adoption of the Brantford overture is an answer to
the Mitchell overture since these they both deal with the same church order point.
A motion is made:
To challenge the decision of the chair.
The chair notes that he will withdraw the ruling recognizing that there may have
been procedural confusion given that we had two overtures dealing with the
same matter and not all delegates may have understood that in adopting the first
of the overtures, they were also effectively deciding not to entertain the second
overture. He invites a motion of reconsideration from delegates who would like
to revisit the just-concluded discussion in preference of the Mitchell overture.
A motion is made
To reconsider the decision of the Brantford overture.
Moved/seconded/carried.
A discussion is held regarding the Mitchell overture. The essential arguments
are similar to those discussed in the context of Brantford’s overture, although
some delegates indicate that Mitchell’s proposals go further in arguing for local
church independence and if adopted, would be a departure from long-standing
Reformed principle of pulpit access being something we do together as
churches.
A motion is made:
To adopt the proposals in Mitchell’s overture.
Moved/seconded/defeated.

Article 40 – Brantford Overture re Regulations for Visiting
Ministers
A motion is made:
To adopt proposal #2 (pg 19) from the Brantford overture.
Moved/seconded/ carried.
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Article 41 – Grand Rapids Overture re Regulations regarding
PRTS Students
Rev. Macleod introduces the overture as a minor adjustment that would welcome
PRTS students from outside of our federation to become more familiar with us
and to help our vacant churches.
The consistory of the Grand Rapids Free Reformed Church overtures Synod to
amend Article 5J (access to Pulpit of non FRC ministers) of our church order on
two points:
1. To remove the requirement that he have a licence to preach in his
church federation
2. To expand the allowance of a seminarian so as to include a valid PRTS
internship within our federation, if a consistory should invite a student to
do so.
The chairman invites a first round of discussion so as to expedite the
consideration of this overture in a future session, keeping in mind some of the
discussions that have already taken place regarding pulpit access.
Several delegates express support for the spirit of the overture, recognizing that
this may be a means for our vacant churches to become familiar with potential
pastors given our present shortage. Many concerns regarding the process
proposed and implications of the suggestions are raised. These include:
•
•
•

•

the ramifications of letting preach those who have no license to do so;
the potential implications for our understanding of Article 3 of the church
order;
the concern that if adopted, it would be possible for men of our own
denomination to go to seminary and be granted a licence to preach
without coming under the oversight of the Theological Education
Committee; and
whether adopting this is to move towards adopting a more “global
church” perspective also in our church orderly dealings.

We sing Psalter 84B from the new Psalter booklet and Rev. Kranendonk leads in
closing prayer. The meeting is adjourned at 8:40pm.
*************
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Thursday June 8, 2017
Session IV
At 8:30 a.m., the chairman calls the meeting to order. We sing Psalter 308:1,5.
Dr. David Murray leads in opening devotions.
He reads I Corinthians 3:1-9. He focuses on vs. 4-8, noting that God hates mancentered churches. The church in Corinth was a man-centered church, focusing
more on Paul, Apollos, and Cephas than the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.
God sent Paul with seven needles to deflate the human ego involved.
(1) “Who is Paul and who is Apollos?” essentially is asking “who are these
nothings?”
(2) “But ministers” highlights that ministers are servants, not masters. We are
instruments of and inferior to the Master.
(3) “By whom you believed.” Not “in whom” you believed, but “by whom.”
Ministers are means, not the objects, of our faith.
(4) “Even as the Lord gave to every man.” We are saved because God
sovereignly decided to use the minister’s gifts, which themselves are gifts of God.
(5) “So then, neither is he that plants anything nor he that waters anything, but
God that gives the increase.” Compared to God’s role, they are nothing.
(6) “God gave the increase.” This is repeated in both verses 6 and 7 to give
double emphasis, noting that God should get the credit for both personal and
ministerial spiritual growth. To take credit is spiritual theft of God’s glory.
(7) “Every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.” This
is a great encouragement to all those who labour faithfully, especially when it
seems that the spotlight seems to focus on others who have greater limelight.
The celebrities on earth will not be the celebrities in heaven. Our reward has
nothing to do with earthly fame, usefulness, talent, or comparisons with others,
but “according to his labor.” As we continue to labour in relative obscurity with
most of the work invisible to others and even unappreciated, yet that faithful
labour “piles up” reward.
These are seven “ego-deflating piercings” into the balloon of man-centeredness.
May the divine acupuncture be applied as needed and may our ministries be
reliant only on the Lord and give glory to the sovereign God.
The roll is called and all are present as in the previous session.
For Bornholm, Elder Pol replaces Elder Zekveld
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For Brantford, Elders Devries and Kevin Lobezoo replace Elders
Benjamins and Wielenga.
For Fenwick, Elder Frank Bulk replaces Elder Bosman.
For London, Elder R. VanMeppelenScheppink replaces Elder Schinkel
For St. George, Elder Mike Hamstra replaces Elder VanDoodewaard
For Vineland, Elder Allan Brouwer replaces Elder DeJong.
The new delegates stand to indicate their agreement with Three Forms of Unity.

Article 42 – Executive Session V
The report for Combined Consistory South is considered.
In response to a request from the Calgary consistory, a motion is adopted
granting brother Derek Baars permission to speak an edifying word for as long as
he has a licence to preach in the RPCNA.
The minutes of Executive Sessions 1-5 are read and approved.

Article 43 – Grand Rapids Overture
The chair reads Article 41 of the draft minutes, summarizing the previous
discussion on the Grand Rapids overture.
Pastor Macleod, on behalf of the Grand Rapids consistory, responds to the
concerns.
•
•

•

Grand Rapids had no intention of this overture surrendering control of
the pulpit from the established processes with checks and balances.
We need to recognize that there can be legitimate reasons why some
students at PRTS do not have a license to preach in their own
denomination, due to practices within different denominations. It is not
realistic to expect such men to apply to the FRC’s Theological Education
Committee, recognizing that at this stage, such students likely have only
a limited knowledge of the FRC (typically just the Grand Rapids context
that is not necessarily representative of the denomination as a whole).
The entry bar is too high to be realistic as a first step. Some students at
PRTS might be suitable candidates for consideration and with our
current policies, they are more likely to go to the HRC or the Free Church
Continuing because of the challenge involved in being given a licence to
speaking an edifying word.
He notes that the intent of Grand Rapids consistory remains to prioritize
the FRC students in terms of internships and speaking.

A further discussion is held in which various ways to amend the overture in a
manner that would address the concerns raised are considered.
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The Grand Rapids consistory moves, in place of the original first
recommendation in the overture,
To amend CO 5J(2) by adding the words in brackets (in case of PRTS
students from other denominations, an attestation from the FRC
consistory in consultation with the IRC can be accepted in lieu of a
preaching licence from the denomination. The student must be under
the pastoral oversight of the elders.)
Moved/seconded.
A motion is made:
To amend by deleting the words “in consultation with IRC.”
Seconded/carried.
A motion is made:
To amend by changing “students” to “students/graduates.”
Seconded/carried.
A motion is made:
To delete “from other denominations.”

Seconded/carried.

The amended motion now reads:
To amend CO 5J(2) by adding the words in brackets (in case of PRTS
students/graduates, an attestation from the FRC consistory can be
accepted in lieu of a preaching licence from the denomination. The
student/graduate must be under the pastoral oversight of the elders.)
The motion is carried as amended.
The second recommendation from the Grand Rapids overture regarding
internships is withdrawn as the circumstances it anticipates can now be dealt
with by what has already been passed.

Article 44 – Mitchell Overture re Article 49
Elder Janssen introduces the Mitchell overture that proposes to amend the
Church Order Article 49 in order to see Synodical Committees composed in
manner that more accurately sees all of the churches involved.
A discussion follows in which the following major points are made:
•

•

The overture incorrectly identifies Article 49 as relating to committees.
Article 49 is about Synodical Deputies. Article 48 of the Church Order is
the relevant article that should be amended.
While agreeing that the primary criteria should be giftedness rather than
representation, some delegates are concerned that some of the gifts of
men in our (especially vacant) churches do not come to the forefront and
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•
•

•

•

a more formal system of consultation is required.
Concerns are raised that the wording of the overture seems to employ
representative democratic principles rather than ecclesiastical principles.
There are concerns that the mechanism of having Synod voting on a duo
would be cumbersome and raise various logistical challenges and could
have delegates voting regarding men they do not know well. It is pointed
out that Synod is composed of all of the churches and committees are
servants of Synod, providing all of the churches opportunity to interact
with the work of all of the committees. It is also possible for delegates to
make nominations from the floor of Synod regarding appointments to
Synodical committees if there are concerns about the names proposed.
The logistics of geography and the inadequacy of having committees
only meeting by skype/ teleconference are cited as practical barriers to
this proposal.
It is noted that most committees are generally searching for names of
qualified brothers and that all consistories should take opportunity to
ensure that committees are aware of the gifts of qualified members of
their congregations who might be suitable for appointments. Committees
typically make nominations at the spring meetings so consistories having
concerns about representation should avail themselves of this
opportunity.

A motion is made:
Having received the overture and appreciating the Mitchell consistory’s
desire regarding representation on committees, Synod instructs
committees to keep these concerns in mind when making appointments
and that this be the answer to Mitchell’s overture.
Moved/seconded.
A motion is made to amend the by inserting:
And encourage consistories to submit names to the various committees
every year for their consideration.
Seconded/ carried
The motion as amended now reads:
Having received the overture and appreciating the Mitchell consistory’s
desire regarding representation on committees, Synod encourages
consistories to submit names to the various committees every year for
their consideration and instructs committees to keep these concerns in
mind when making appointments and that this be the answer to
Mitchell’s overture.
Carried.
The suggestion is made that Synod, through the second clerk, send a letter to
the churches highlighting this motion.
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Article 45 – Adoption of Concept Minutes
Rev. J. Overduin reads Articles 1-25 of the concept minutes which are approved
in principle.

Article 46 – Miscellaneous Motions
Several motions have not been formally adopted.
The motion is made:
To approve the actions of the Interchurch Relations Committee.
Seconded/carried.
The motion is made:
To approve the actions of the Publications Committee.
Seconded/carried.
The Vineland delegates withdraw their overture in light of the decision to appoint
a committee for the Revision of Confessions and Forms.

Article 47 – FRMI
The annual general meeting of FRMI is called to order, the members having
been asked to sign the registry. Br. Arnold DeVries and Peter Luth present on
behalf of the FRMI.
Attention is drawn to the exit strategy from Guatemala contained in the reports
that will see Br. Nico Kattenberg and his family return to Canada in 2019, which
will end our full-time on the ground presence in Guatemala. The committee will
continue to be involved with various ways of support for the churches established
in Guatemala. With thanksgiving, it is noted that the Bible Translation project is
to be completed this year.
A question is raised whether the committee has discussed with Br. Kattenberg’s
his post-2019 plans. The committee notes that the current plans are for his FRMI
employment to end although the committee will be looking for ways to continued
involvement and connection with the work.
The committee’s recommendations are considered in turn:
1. The re-appointment of brother W. Bouma and Pastor S. Dibbet for a
three year term.
Moved/seconded/carried.
2. The appointment of brothers Henk Kleyn from the Grand Rapids FRC,
Dick Naves from the Hamilton FRC and Alfred Otten from the Fenwick
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FRC to serve as directors for a three year term.
Moved/seconded/carried.
3. That the 2016 Financials be approved.

Moved/seconded/carried.

4. That the 2017 Budget and 2018 projected budget be approved.
Moved/seconded/carried.
A suggestion is made that in future years, the budget make clear
to the churches what funds are going to Guatamela and what to
Africa.
5. The appointment of Mr. Greg Neven and Mr. William Laman as auditors
for the 2016 financials be approved.
Moved/seconded/carried.
6. That the actions of the Mission Board be approved.
It is noted that our new mission work is less optical than previous
types of work and it is incumbent on us to keep this work before
our congregations, also in our congregational prayers.
Moved/seconded/carried.
The chairman notes with appreciation the work of Br. DeVries for his twelve
years of service on the committee. The meeting of the FRMI is adjourned.

Article 48 – Appointments
The Executive recommends the following appointments.
Committee for Revision of Confessions and Forms:
Elder Garry Postma (Vineland), Pastor E. Moerdyk, Pastor C. Schouls,
Rev. P. Vandermeyden, Dr. L.W. Bilkes and Rev. J. Koopman
(Convenor).
As Article 49 Deputies: Rev. C. Pronk, Rev. C.A. Schouls, and Rev. P.
VanderMeyden
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As Counsellors and Church Visitors:
Church Counselors/Visitors List 2017/2018
Combined Consistories East
Church
Counselor
arrange visit)
Brantford
H. Bergsma
Dundas
J. Lewis
Fenwick
R. VanDoodewaard
Hamilton
L.J. Bilkes
Pompton Plains W. Klaver
C. Pronk
Powassan 1
St. George
J. Overduin
Vineland
T. Bergsma
Combined Consistories South
Church
Counselor
arrange visit)
Bornholm
L.J. Bilkes
Chatham
I. Macleod
Grand Rapids
J. Lewis
London
D. Kranendonk
Mitchell
T. Bergsma
Oxford
R. VanDoodewaard
St. Thomas
J. Procee

Visitors (first visitor to
J. Procee, C. Pronk
J. Overduin, I. Macleod
C. Schouls, W. Klaver
J. Lewis, C. Schouls
J. Overduin, C. Pronk
L.J. Bilkes, J. Overduin
D. Kranendonk, W. Klaver
L.J. Bilkes, H. Bergsma
Visitors (first visitor to
W. Klaver, T. Bergsma
D. Kranendonk, J. Procee
T. Bergsma, C. Pronk
C.A. Schouls, I. Macleod
J. Lewis, J. Procee
T. Bergsma, J. Lewis
D. Kranendonk, H. Bergsma
Moved/seconded/carried.

The Church Visitors / Counsellors for Combined Consistories West
were assigned at their meeting and reported to Synod)
Combined Consistories West
Church
Counselor
Visitors (first visitor to
arrange visit)
Abbotsford
H. Overduin
H. Overduin, T. Aicken
Calgary
J. Koopman
J. Koopman, S. Dibbet
Chilliwack
T. Aicken
T. Aicken, J. Schoeman
Lacombe
E. Moerdyk
E. Moerdyk, H. Overduin
Langley
J. Schoeman
J. Schoeman, J. Koopman
Monarch
S. Dibbet
S. Dibbet, H. Overduin

Article 49 – Adoption of Minutes
Articles 27–49 of the concept minutes are read and approved in principle.

1

Upon institution
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We adjourn for lunch. Rev. Procee leads in prayer. After lunch, we sing Psalter
370. Rev. Schoeman reads John 6:35-37 and leads in prayer. Elder Kleyn
draws the meeting’s attention to the FRC publications that have been published
during the past year including Rev. J. Westerink’s Hosea: The Prophet of God’s
Love and Rev. P. Den Butter’s Studies on Joshua.

Article 50 – Synod 2018
Synod will meet on June 4-7 (with 8th if needed) 2018, DV, with St. Thomas as
the calling church and Hamilton as the hosting church.

Article 51 - News Release
The news release prepared by Rev. J. Procee is adopted.

Article 52 – Mutual Censure
The chairman inquires whether there is any need for admonition as per C.O. 43.
There is none. The chair thanks the body for their presence and service to the
denomination and to the Lord.

Article 53 - Closing and Adjournment
Rev. E. Moerdyk as Vice-Chairman thanks the chairman for his leadership. He
reads Psalm 132. He notes that David wanted to give his all for the service of
the Lord, but it is not our sweat and tears that determine success but the Lord’s
abundant supply.
Rev. Moerdyk leads in prayer and we sing Psalter 368:3-5. The meeting
adjourns at 2:15 p.m.
FINIS
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Synodical Committees and Appointments
2017-2018
Church Order Committee
Mr. J. Benjamins
Rev. L.W. Bilkes
Rev. J. R. Koopman (Chair)
Rev. D. Kranendonk (Vice)
Mr. R. Pennings (Secr.)
Rev. P. VanderMeyden

Brantford
Grand Rapids
Chilliwack
Oxford
St. George
Vineland

2020
2019
2019
2018
2018
2020

Ethical – Public Affairs:
Rev. H. Bergsma
Dr. L.W. Bilkes, (Chair)
Dr. J. Hamstra
Dr. G. Kenyon
Dr. E. Nieuwenhuis
Mr. T. Postma (Secr.)
Rev. R. VanDoodewaard

Vineland
Grand Rapids
Dundas
Mitchell
Pompton Plains
Brantford
Brantford

2019
2018
2020
2020
2018
2019
2019

Finance
Mr. B. Bruinsma
Mr. J. Hoek
Mr. G. Neven (Chair)
Mr. K. Noordam
Mr. A. Terlouw (Secr.)
Mr. G. Kleyn (Vice)

Hamilton
St. George
Brantford
Abbotsford
Vineland
Grand Rapids)

2020
2019
2020
2018
2019

Foreign Mission
Rev. T Bergsma (Secr.)
Mr. J. Brink
Mr. W. Bouma
Mr. E. DeKorte
Mr. D. DeKruyff
Rev. S. Dibbet
Mr. H. Kleyn
Mr. M. Laman (Vice)
Mr. D. Naves
Mr. P. Luth
Mr. A. Otten
Mr. R. Postma

Chatham
Fenwick
St. George
Fenwick
St. Thomas
Lacombe
Grand Rapids
Pompton Plains
Hamilton
Chatham
Fenwick
Brantford

2019
2019
2020
2019
2019
2020
2020
2018
2020
2018
2020
2019

Inter-Church Relations
Primary
Rev. L. J. Bilkes
Mr. A. DeVries
Mr. C. Keuning

Dundas
Mitchell
Hamilton

2018
2019
2019
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Rev. W. Klaver
Rev. I. Macleod
Rev. J. Overduin
Rev. J. Procee
Rev. J. Schoeman
Mr. David Tamminga
Mr. H. VanDoodewaard

Hamilton
Grand Rapids
Vineland
Bornholm
St. George
Vineland
St. George

2020
2019
2020
2020
2019
2018
2020

Alternate:
Rev. C. Pronk (ex officio)
Mr. E. Laman

St. George
Brantford

2019

Interdenominational Psalter Committee Delegates
Rev. J. Overduin
Vineland
Mr. D. Vandenberg
Vineland
Mr. T. Postma
Brantford
Mr. H. DenHollander (Alternate)
Dundas
Joint FRC-HRC Committee Delegates
Mr. C. Keuning
Hamilton
Mr. E. Laman
Brantford
Rev. E. Moerdyk
Monarch
Rev. J. Schoeman
Abbotsford
Outreach
Mr. C. Brouwer
Mr. K. DeBlieck
Mr. J. Dendekker, Treas.
Rev. H. Overduin
Rev. J. Overduin (Sec)
Mr. R. Pennings (Chair)
Rev. J. Procee
Rev. J. Schoeman

Oxford
Brantford
Langley
Calgary
Vineland
St. George
Bornholm
Abbotsford

2019
2020
2019
2020
2018
2018
2019
ex officio

Radio Pastor – Rev. J. Schoeman (2019)
Publications
Dr. G. M. Bilkes
Mr. H. DenHollander
Rev. J. Lewis
Rev. I. Macleod
Rev. J. Overduin
Rev. J. Procee
Mr. H. VanDoodewaard
Rev. R. VanDoodewaard
Mr. H. Kleyn

Grand Rapids
Dundas
Pompton Plains
Grand Rapids
Vineland
Bornholm
Fenwick
Powassan
Grand Rapids

2019
2019
2020
2018
2019
2018
2019
ex officio
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Messenger Editor – Dr. G. M. Bilkes (appointed through 2019)
Messenger Assistant Editor – Rev. D. H. Kranendonk (appointed through
2019)
Open Windows Editor - Rev. J. Lewis
Open Windows Managing Editor – Mrs. E. Roth
Refugee Committee
Rev. T. Aicken
Mrs. L. Stiksma
Rev. J. Schoeman
Mr. J. Vandenbosch
Mr. J. VanderZwaan
Mrs. F. Westeringh

Abbotsford
Chilliwack
Abbotsford
Abbotsford
Langley
Chilliwack

Theological Education
Primary
Rev. J. Schoeman, Chairman
Rev. D. H. Kranendonk, Sec.
Dr. L. W. Bilkes, Vice-Chair
Mr. C. Jonkman
Mr. C.J. Keuning
Rev. J. Koopman
Rev. J. Lewis
Dr. E. Nieuwenhuis
Rev. H. Overduin
Rev. P. VanderMeyden

St. George
Oxford
Grand Rapids
Dundas
Hamilton
Chilliwack
Pompton Plains
Pompton Plains
Calgary
Vineland

2019
2020
2019
2019
2020
2018
2018
2020
2018
2020

Alternate
Rev. E. Moerdyk
Mr. G. Postma

Monarch
Vineland

2020
2020

Theological Student Support
Mr. J. Brink
Fenwick
Mr. R. Naves
Hamilton
Mr. J. Hamstra
Dundas
Mr. B. Pols
Grand Rapids
Mr. J. Wilbrink (Treas.)
Dundas
Youth & Education
Mr. J. Bokma
Mr. W. Bouma
Mr. S. DeKorte
Rev. S. Dibbet
Mr. B. Koomans
Mr. N. Kranendonk
Mr. G. Sinke

Vineland
St. George
Fenwick
Lacombe
Chatham
Hamilton
Monarch

2019
2019
2018
2020
2020
2018
2019
2020
2019
2019
2020
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Youth Camp Directors:
East: Mr. Kim Hamstra, (Brantford)
West: Chilliwack and Monarch consistories
Synod Contracta: Dundas and Hamilton consistories
Article 49 Deputies – Rev. C. Pronk, Rev. C.A. Schouls Rev. P. VanderMeyden
Coordinator Synodical Committee meetings:
Contact: Mr. H. VanDoodewaard, 236 Lane Rd, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W1
Tel: 905-701-5275 E-Mail: vandoo@allstream.net
Denominational Archives
Held in Grand Rapids under supervision of the consistory.
Archivist: Mr. Robert Nordyke
7200 Knapp St. N.E. Ada, MI 49301
Tel: 616-676-2396; E-Mail: rjn17@juno.co
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Synod of the
Free Reformed Churches of North America
2017

held in the building of
Providence Free Reformed Church
St. George, Ontario
269 St George Rd, Saint George, Ontario, N0E 1N0
June 5 - 8, 2016

PROPOSED AGENDA
Submitted by the calling church for Synod 2017:
Providence Free Reformed Church of St. George, Ontario
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AGENDA of the Free Reformed Church of North America
Meeting in Synod on June 5 - 8, 2017
at Providence FRC, St. George, Ontario
The opening session will begin following the prayer service, which begins at 7:30
pm. Monday June 05, 2017. At that time Point 1 of the agenda will be completed
under the auspices of the convening church. The exact times and schedules for
the balance of Synod 2017 will be established by the elected executive of the
meeting.
1) OPENING SESSION
a) Opening:
b) Presentation of credentials
c) Election of executive officers of Synod 2017
d) Agreement with the Three Forms of Unity
2) ORDER OF BUSINESS
a) Schedule of meeting for Synod 2017
b) Appointment of advisors, advisory committees, assistant clerk, treasurer
c) Adoption of Agenda
d) Adoption of Public Acts Synod 2016
e) Appointment of reporters for press release and "The Messenger"
f) Schedule of visitors representing other denominations
3) CORRESPONDENCE
a) Treasurer of Synod, Page 52
b) Grace Free Reformed Church – Letter to Synod, Page 56
4) APPEALS
5) OVERTURES & LETTERS
a) Grace Free Reformed Church, Brantford – Calling Ministers, Page 61
b) Grace Free Reformed Church, Brantford –Visiting Ministers, Page 66
c) Mitchell Free Reformed Church, Mitchell – Visiting Ministers, Page 70
d) Grand Rapids Free Reformed Church, Grand Rapids – PRTS Students on
FRC Pulpits, Page 73
e) Mitchell Free Reformed Church, Mitchell – Article 49, Page 76
f) Vineland Free Reformed Church, Vineland – Installation of Office-bearers,
Page 78
6) STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
a) Church Order Committee, Page 93
b) Ethical - Public Affairs Committee, Page 113
c) Finance Committee, Page 127
d) Foreign Mission Committee, Page 143
e) Inter-church Relations Committee, Page 154
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f) Outreach Committee, Page 160
g) Publications Committee, Page 175
h) Refugee Committee, Page 182
i) Theological Education Committee, Page 187
j) Theological Student Support Committee, Page 202
k) Youth and Education Committee, Page 212
7) AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS
a) Ad. Hoc Joint HRC/FRC Church Union Committee, Page 218
b) Ad. Hoc Interdenominational Psalter Revision Committee, Page 220
8) CHURCH REPORTS
a) Combined Consistories West
b) Combined Consistories South
c) Combined Consistories East
d) Synodical (Article 49) Deputies report
9) CLOSING OF SYNOD
a) Appointment of church counselors and church visitors
b) Appointment of synodical deputies
c) Date for Synod 2018 and appointment of calling and hosting churches
d) Adoption of Executive Minutes 2017
e) Adoption of Concept Minutes 2017
f) Adoption of news release
g) Mutual censure
h) Closing and adjournment
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Synod of June 5-8, 2017
News Release
On Monday evening, June 5, Synod 2017 members and delegates from the Free
Reformed Churches and the Heritage Reformed Congregations gathered for a
joint pre-synodical prayer service. Rev. M. Slingerland led the first part of the
service, in which he read from 2 Corinthians 4 and led in prayer. Rev. J.
Overduin preached on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, meditating on the privilege and the
perspective of the sufferings to which the Lord calls His people.
Following the service the Free Reformed delegates met to formally open
Synod and elect the executive, as follows: Rev. D. Kranendonk (Chair); Rev. E.
Moerdyk (Vice-Chair); Rev. J. Overduin (1st Clerk); and Rev. L.J. Bilkes (2nd
Clerk).
The delegates of both Synods were privileged to begin each day with joint
devotions. On Tuesday, Dr. G. M. Bilkes meditated on the prudent dealings of
the Lord’s Servant (Isaiah 52:13), on Wednesday, Rev. J. Neels meditated on the
Lord’s provision for His empty servants and people (Mark 6:34-44), and on
Thursday, Dr. D. Murray led a devotion from 1 Cor. 3:4-8 speaking of the
importance of remaining God-centered and not man-centered.
Sensing the Lord closing a door, Synod approved the Outreach Committee’s
request to discontinue the Asian ministry developed under the late Rev. Gangar.
The materials prepared under this project will be made available to the Hope
Centre and Third Millennium Ministries, both of which are actively engaged in
work among East Asians.
The Banner of Truth radio ministry has transitioned well to Rev. J.
Schoeman, with noted blessing. The churches are reminded that this work
continues to be supported by free-will offerings only.
With respect to our denominational publications, the Messenger transition
has gone well under the new editors. Synod agreed to discontinue printing the
Youth Messenger and begin reaching our youth via a digital web app soon to be
available.
A special highlight this year was the petition of the members of the Brantford
church living in the area of Powassan, Ontario to institute a congregation of the
FRCNA. Synod heard an encouraging report and had the liberty to grant this
request. The Powassan members were warmly commended to the Lord’s
continued guidance and blessing.
The Ethical Public Affairs Committee continues its detailed, challenging but
important work in producing its “Resources for Office Bearers” document. All
members and consistories are encouraged to consult this helpful resource
concerning sensitive ethical matters, available on our denominational website.
Synod was privileged to have various fraternal delegates address the
assembly, including Rev. Robert McCurley, (Free Church of Scotland Continuing), Rev. Iain Wright (Orthodox Presbyterian Church), Rev. M.
Kuivenhoven (Heritage Reformed), and Rev. John Bouwers (United Reformed).
Their attendance and comments were appreciated.
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The joint committee charged with exploring the possibility of church union
with the Heritage Reformed Congregations continues to hold discussions about
the feasibility and desirability of church union.
Synod heard an encouraging report from Dr. G. M. Bilkes concerning the
ongoing work at PRTS, and he expressed gratitude for the support that the
professors sense from the congregations. Student Benjamin Hicks has done well
in his first year. Synod granted students Van Liere and Wagenaar permission to
speak an edifying word in the churches. Student Young Jae Lee will continue
under the care of the Theological Education Committee another year with a view
to help him further develop for future labours. With gratitude, Synod also
accepted a new student for the ministry, Mr. Kenneth Hutton, member in our
Grand Rapids church and raised in the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland.
Kenneth is entering his fourth year at PRTS and was also given permission to
speak an edifying word in the churches. We commend all our students to the
Lord.
Synod approved access for PRTS seminarians and graduates to speak an
edifying word in our congregations, under specific conditions. Synod also
streamlined access to our pulpits for ministers from non-corresponding churches.
The work of FRMI in Guatemala is being drawn to a close and the ongoing
support of the local churches continues to be developed. The Achi Bible
translation is nearing completion and will soon transition to the publication and
promotion phase. Synod approved FRMI’s request to support one of Mukhanyo
Theological Seminary’s full-time lecturers. FRMI continues to look for the Lord’s
leading regarding mission opportunities elsewhere, especially involving
theological training.
The combined consistory reports indicated reasons for thanksgiving, but
various reports also expressed concerns regarding irregular church attendance.
The Inter-denominational Psalter Revision Ad-Hoc Committee’s work
continues to move forward. The committee’s revised work on Psalms 73-89 was
approved for use in the churches to facilitate familiarity and feedback. In addition,
Synod appointed a new committee to update the confessions, creeds, and forms
in the back of the Psalter, inviting the Protestant Reformed Churches and the
Heritage Reformed Congregations to participate.
The Supplementary Psalter Ad-Hoc Committee also continues its work
investigating various possible options for a supplementary Psalter, with an
expectation of taking several years to complete their work.
Next year, Synod will meet on June 4-7, 2018, DV, with St. Thomas as the
calling church and Hamilton as the hosting church, concurrent with the HRC, if
they so desire.
Seminary Day 2017 will be held on September 4, 2017 at Hamilton FRC with
Dr. Albert Martin and Dr. William VanDoodewaard speaking.
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CORRESPONDENCE
Cor. 1: Treasurer of Synod
Free Reformed Churches of North America
Freelton, Ontario
April 18, 2017
Synod of the Free Reformed Churches, In Session June 5-8, 2017
St. George, Ontario (calling church)
Esteemed Brethren,
We are thankful to report that all congregations paid the required assessment to
the Synodical Fund for the year 2016
The books of the Synodical Fund were reviewed by Mr. Garry Pennings and
Mr. Jerry Hamstra of the Dundas congregation. The financial records were
found to be in good order.
A copy of the financial statement for the year ending December 31, 2016, a
budget for the year 2017, a projection for 2018 and the proposed Quota
Assessments for 2018 are included with this report.
The following information is being included for your consideration –
• Please ensure that a copy of all receipts are included with all
requests for expense reimbursement.
• For those who travel by car to committee and synod meetings
please consider using a rental car if the distance to be travelled in a
one-week period is over 750 km (500 miles) as this will reduce the
costs to the synodical fund and leave family vehicles at home for
use by other family members.
The quota assessment for the Synodical Fund for 2017 was adjusted to
$13.00 per member at Synod 2016 to cover the additional expense of a
contribution to the Inter-church Psalter Revision Committee (not yet paid out) but
in light of the current fund balance and the planned expenditures it is felt that the
quota assessment for 2018 can be reduced to $12.00 again.
As per the request of Synod 2010, also included is a schedule showing the
financial implications of the cumulative totals of the assessments being proposed
to Synod 2017. The proposed assessments for the year 2018 will total to $85.50
per member which is a reduction of $12.50 from the 2017 assessments. This is
due to changes by the Emeritus Fund, Outreach Committee, the Publications
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Committee, and the Synodical Fund. The changes will be explained in more detail
when their reports are tabled.
Proposal to Synod
a) To approve the financial statement for the year 2016
as presented.
b) To reduce the quota assessment for the Synodical Fund for 2018 to
$12.00.
c) To continue to pay 85% of the mileage allowance as reported by the
National Joint Council of the Public Service of Canada. (These rates are
published on a quarterly basis: January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1.
The rate at April 1, 2017 is 85% of $0.555 = $0.47/km)
d) To approve the actions of the Treasurer of Synod.
May the Lord richly bless your meetings.
Respectfully submitted,J. Wilbrink, treasurer
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Theological Student Support Fund
2017 Budget & 2018 Projection

Revenue:
Assessments
Collections/Donations:
Abbotsford
Bellevue
Bornholm
Brantford
Calgary
Chatham
Chilliwack
Dundas
Fenwick
Grand Rapids
Hamilton
Lacombe
Langley
London
Mitchell
Monarch
Pompton Plains
Powassan
St.George
St. Thomas
Vineland
Synodical Prayer Service
Miscellaneous
Interest
Student Repayment
Total Revenue

Actual 2016

99,360 5a

Budget
2017

% Variance
F/(U)

128,575 5b

29%

$ Variance
F/(U)

29,215

-

2,025

-

10,185
-

-

1,199
-

2,000

124,629

167,148 5c

-

890
3,369
-

7,600

2018
Projected

2,000
-

0

0

130,575

5%

5,946

169,148

Expenditures:
Personnel:
Students - Payments
Administration Expenses

93,909 5d
131 5e

148,543
120

58%
-9%

54,633
(11)

167,915
120

Total Expenditures

94,041

148,663

37%

54,622

168,035

Operating Surplus / (Deficit)

30,588

(18,088)

335%

60,568

1,113

Bank Balance (actual/projected)

$45,008

$26,920

$28,033
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Free Reformed Churches of N.A
Schedule and Analysis of Synodical Assessments
Assessments for 2018

Notes:

1) All assessment changes for 2018 have been highlighted.
2) There are now three funds relying on donations to meet their
accepted and approved financial obligations.
3) Deacons are asked to keep Note 2 in mind when setting the yearly
collection schedule.
4) Three funds as per Note 2:
a. Free Reformed Missions International
b. Radio Missions
c. Seminary Fund
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Cor. 2: Brantford Re: Institution of Powassan

Grace F

REE REFORMED CHURCH

17 Patterson Avenue, Brantford, Ontario N3S 6W8

To Synod 2017
clerk@stgeorge.frcna.org
April 14, 2017
Application for the Institution of
Powassan Free Reformed Church
Esteemed Brothers,
With thanksgiving to the Lord we hereby formally express our support for the
attached petition to institute a new Free Reformed congregation. We request the
assistance and approval of Synod 2017 to institute Powassan Free Reformed
Church.
The church plant in Powassan started in early 2009 when a group of four families
of Reformed persuasion began making plans to meet for Bible studies. The people
in this group came from various backgrounds, but all of them found themselves
growing in their conviction that a Reformed work was needed in the Near North
region of Ontario. Although there were a number of evangelical churches in the
area, none of them held to the historic Biblical and Reformed theology that the
group found itself growing into as they read and fellowshipped together.
Two of the members of this group had grown up in Free Reformed churches in
Southern Ontario. Contact with the Outreach Committee of the Free Reformed
Churches led to the matter being brought to the Free Reformed Synod of 2009,
where it was decided to "adopt" this group and take it under the wing of the
churches. The group came under the care of the Brantford consistory who has
supervised the church plant to the present day. For the first years, visiting
ministers came on a semi-regular basis to lead Sunday services. When ministers
were not available, video services from the Brantford Free Reformed church were
used.
Over time, the church plant was blessed with a growing number of seasonal
visitors. The church plant, which only numbered about ten people in the early
days, was soon attended by many times that number in the summer. Each year,
as the word spread, more visitors began to come. In time, another family moved
to the area and joined, and core group itself began to grow as covenant children
were added.
By 2012, the group began to see the need for a full-time church planter to take
up the work of building up and pastoring the work. In June 2012, the Free
Reformed Synod approved a request to send and financially support a minister to
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take up this work. In the fall of that year, candidate Rob VanDoodewaard was
called to serve there, and was given the liberty to accept that call. He was
ordained and began his labours in November of 2012. The church plant has been
blessed under the wise, patient and faithful ministry of Pastor Rob Van
Doodewaard. The church plant has experienced moderate numerical growth
over the past few years for which we give praise to God. More importantly, we
have seen growth in grace and maturity among the members of the
congregation. The Brantford consistory has consistently enjoyed an excellent
working relationship with Pastor Rob. Currently, there are ten families in
membership, with a total of 37 members including children. They also have
several families from the area who visit the services regularly, and who continue
to grow together with them in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Over the past few years the church plant has taken steps towards becoming an
independent church. Originally, local affairs were overseen by a steering
committee consisting of all of the confessing members. This committee met
several times a year, and through this the church plant was blessed with a strong
sense of involvement and enthusiasm by all its members. In the spring of 2014,
two deacons, Josiah Irwin, and Albert Wassink were elected from among the
group. In the spring of 2017, Josiah Irwin was elected as an elder, along with
Ransom Webb. Together with Pastor VanDoodewaard, these brothers sit as
members of the Brantford consistory with a special task to organize and lead in
Powassan.
Together, these four now function as the leadership of the church plant, with Pastor
VanDoodewaard serving as Chairman, Mr. Irwin as Clerk, and Mr. Wassink as
Treasurer. They meet formally with the rest of the group each spring and fall to
make or approve decisions and to organize outreach efforts.
The consistory has laboured to see that the financial and administrative needs of
the group are managed more locally, though still overseen by the Brantford
consistory as a whole, and with the guidance of the Synodical Outreach
Committee. An application is in process for charitable status and we hope that
within the next few months to a year, the church plant will become administratively
an entity on its own.
From the early days, the church plant has been active in outreach. This includes
setting up book tables at the local Maple Syrup Festival, Fall Fair, Rodeo, Farmers
Markets and other events. In the past, they have also made use of the
denominational radio ministry, mailed out invitations to Bible studies throughout
the area, and put up posters. They have also made arrangements to provide
transportation for a number of people coming to the services from North Bay. They
have begun with street ministry in North Bay, handing out tracts and telling the
good news of Jesus Christ to those who will listen, and they plan to do more of that
this year.
What they have found most effective, however, is personal
relationships with neighbours, co-workers, and acquaintances which give
opportunities to share the gospel and minister to others. They have found more
opportunities to help our members, visitors, and their extended networks of family
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and friends with some of their needs around the house. May the Lord grant fruit
on these labours and build His Kingdom in this region, to His own glory.
The church plant in Powassan has experienced slow, steady growth; and while it
remains quite small, relatively speaking, we nevertheless are encouraged by
developments which indicate continued growth. They are encouraged by the giving
from the attendees and are very thankful for the support that the churches have
demonstrated toward the church plant. Financially, things are moving in the right
direction and they anticipate that in time their church will be self-sustaining.
The consistory of Brantford Free Reformed Church respectfully asks Synod 2017
to grant our members in the Near North their request to be instituted as a Free
Reformed Church of North America. We also ask the churches to continue to
remember this undertaking at the throne of grace. May the Lord bless you in all
your deliberations.
For the consistory of Grace Free Reformed Church in Brantford,
Br. Jeff Postma, Chairman

Br. Jerry Benjamins, Corresponding Clerk
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OVERTURES
O1: Brantford re. Calling Ministers

Grace Free Reformed Church

17 Patterson Avenue, Brantford, ON N3S 6W8

To Synod 2017 of the FRCNA
Overture re: Calling Process For Complete Correspondence Ministers
This overture is borne out of our own experience in the past year. We called
a pastor from the Heritage Reformed Congregations (HRC). We were
following the precedent established in the denomination over decades with
regards to calling a pastor from a complete corresponding church (previously
only the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken (CGK)). This precedent and
previous procedure required a CD with the Interchurch Relations deputies
after the call was sent and accepted, but prior to installation (see FRC
Church Order (CO) 2004 5.G.4.)
After our congregational vote and calling of the pastor, we were made aware
that 5.G.1 of the current CO required seeking the advice of the Synodical
deputies of Interchurch Relations before the call. The Interchurch Relations
Committee (IRC) is expected to conduct a colloquium doctum (CD) and grant
approval prior to the consistory being able to pursue a call with the minister.
The Consistory of Brantford overtures Synod to amend the current
church order article 5. G. (regulations for calling ministers and
candidates from other denominations) to revert the CO to its previous
requirements for calling a minister from denominations in complete
correspondence.
Grounds
1. The current procedure seems to indicate a conflict in the CO. Article 51
notes in sentence 1 that at the complete correspondence level there is a
mutual acceptance of each other’s membership. This is to accentuate
the close relationship between the federations. This sentence also
differentiates from the lower levels of ecclesiastical relationship as
memberships are not mutually and routinely received at those levels.
Article 51 notes in sentence 4 that one of the benefits of the relationship
is “mutually considering each other’s ministers eligible for call”. This
sentence does not appear for the lower levels of relationship, and its
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plain reading would be that ministers from a complete corresponding
church could be called in a similar manner to the ministers in our own
federation.
2. The current CO provisions are dissimilar to the provisions of HRC who
we are working with in a continually closer manner. We understand from
them that not only would a CD be unnecessary prior to considering a
FRC minister for a call, but that there is no requirement for a CD or
similar procedure at any time, rather the FRC minister would be
considered in the same way as an HRC minister.
3. The current CO does not respect the near relationship of the federations
and the level of trust we have with one another. This very concern was
recognized by the IRC itself in their letter of December 12, 2016. We
expect that this will be raised in their report to Synod.
4. The previous version of the CO (prior to 2010) dealing with ministers
from complete corresponding churches worked effectively and caused no
problem in our federation.
5. The current provisions of 5.G. of the CO were adopted in 2010 as part of
a number of changes made to the CO with regards to the work of the
IRC. Attention was not drawn to this particular change in policy nor was
rationale provided (Acts of Synod 2010, p. 72). It seems to have
occurred in the context of concerns raised about the CGK at Synod 2008
which was the catalyst for an IRC report by Pastor Pronk (Acts of Synod
2009, IRC Report, Appendix A, p. 175-180). His report makes note of
“certain trends within our sister churches that concern us greatly.”
Understanding this to be the driver behind the policy change, we would
submit that concerns with a federation should make us carefully evaluate
the level of correspondence rather than reduce the definition and intent
of a complete correspondence relationship.
6. The current policy was untested from 2010 until this past year when two
calls were placed. When considering the application of the rule to an
actual scenario, we find weaknesses in its formulation. In our own case,
we had the HRC minister on a duo with a FRC minister. This should be
possible if you are able to mutually consider a minister from a complete
corresponding federation. However, this would require the minister
consenting to a CD for even the possibility of receiving a call. This would
similarly occur if two ministers from a complete corresponding
denomination were put on in a duo together. Further, 5.G.1 includes the
requirement for the IRC to “make thorough inquiry … with respect to both
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the denomination and the person of the minister”. To make a thorough
inquiry about our sister churches should be unnecessary.
7. The requirement of a CD prior to installation (as was done previously)
still provides protection against receiving a minister into the FRCNA from
one of our sister churches who may hold erroneous views. This is
similar to what is done in larger reformed federations operating in
multiple classes, and is a wise and sufficient provision.
The current wording of Article 5.G. is provided below for your reference with a
suggested wording of Article 5.G. following (complete with changes as noted).
Article 5 G. (Current)
G. Calling ministers and candidates from other denominations:
1. A Consistory considering calling a minister or a candidate from another
denomination, shall seek the advice of the Synodical deputies of Interchurch
Relations. Before giving their advice, these deputies shall make thorough inquiry
(including a colloquium doctum) with respect to both the denomination and the
person of the minister or candidate. When their advice is negative, the Consistory
shall not pursue the matter. Should the Consistory desire not to abide by the
negative advice, it ought to present this case before Synod.
2. In case the minister, who is being considered for a call, does not belong to a
denomination with which we have Complete Correspondence relationship (see
Art. 51) the following procedure must be followed:
a. The Consistory must inform the deputies of the reasons for
considering such a minister and whether the needs of the local church
justify his nomination.
b. The deputies cannot give permission to extend a call. They must
report to Synod, which decides whether or not the minister may be
called.
c. Synod, in making such a decision, shall conduct an examination
similar to a candidacy examination. Before such an examination can take
place, the minister is to present good evidence of his call to the ministry
as well as good testimonies with regard to his confession and walk of life.
d. If permission to issue a call is granted the Consistory may propose
him to the congregation. If the call is issued and accepted he may be
installed without further examination.
3. With respect to calling ministers belonging to a denomination with which we
have a Complete Correspondence relationship, deputies may make a decision. If
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the call is issued and accepted the minister may be installed without further
examination.
4. A candidate, regardless of which denomination, is to show that he has
successfully completed the required studies at a reputable seminary or university
in preparation for the ministry, as well as good testimonies concerning his
confession and walk of life. A candidate must sustain a full examination at Synod.
5. At every colloquium doctum or examination, Synod shall be assisted by
deputies of Interchurch Relations. (Acts of Synod 2012, Article 24)
Article 5 G. (Proposed)
Sentences 1 & 2 are merged. Sentence 3 (now Sentence 2) is revised including
similar wording to the 2004 CO.
G. Calling ministers and candidates from other denominations:
1. A Consistory considering calling a minister or a candidate from another
denomination with which we do not have Complete Correspondence relationship
(see Art. 51), shall seek the advice of the Synodical deputies of Interchurch
Relations. Before giving their advice, these deputies shall make thorough inquiry
(including a colloquium doctum) with respect to both the denomination and the
person of the minister or candidate. When their advice is negative, the Consistory
shall not pursue the matter. Should the Consistory desire not to abide by the
negative advice, it ought to present this case before Synod.
The following procedure must be followed:
a. The Consistory must inform the deputies of the reasons for
considering such a minister and whether the needs of the local church
justify his nomination.
b. The deputies cannot give permission to extend a call. They must
report to Synod, which decides whether or not the minister may be
called.
c. Synod, in making such a decision, shall conduct an examination
similar to a candidacy examination. Before such an examination can take
place, the minister is to present good evidence of his call to the ministry
as well as good testimonies with regard to his confession and walk of life.
d. If permission to issue a call is granted the Consistory may propose
him to the congregation. If the call is issued and accepted he may be
installed without further examination.
2. With respect to calling ministers belonging to a denomination with which we
have a Complete Correspondence relationship: When the minister has accepted
the call to the congregation, he shall not be admitted to the ministry of the Word
and Sacraments nor be installed in the congregation which has called him until
he has subjected himself, with favourable result, to a colloquium doctum with
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regard to doctrine and knowledge before the Synodical deputies of Interchurch
Relations. When their advice is negative, the Consistory shall not pursue the
matter. Should the Consistory desire not to abide by the negative advice, it ought
to present this case before Synod.
3. A candidate, regardless of which denomination, is to show that he has
successfully completed the required studies at a reputable seminary or university
in preparation for the ministry, as well as good testimonies concerning his
confession and walk of life. A candidate must sustain a full examination at Synod.
4. At every colloquium doctum or examination, Synod shall be assisted by
deputies of Interchurch Relations. (Acts of Synod 2012, Article 24)
May the Lord bless your deliberations to the benefit of His church and glory of
His Name.
In Christ,
The Consistory of Grace Free Reformed Church of Brantford
Jerry Benjamins, Corresponding Clerk
Jeff Postma, Chairman
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O2: Brantford re. Visiting Ministers

Grace Free Reformed Church
N3S 6W8

17 Patterson Avenue, Brantford, ON

To Synod 2017 of the FRCNA
Overture re: Regulations For Visiting Ministers
As we return to this issue which we have addressed previously by overture
(Acts of Synod 2013, p.61-68), we realize that this subject has been on the
agenda of synod a few times over the past decade. We appreciate the work
invested by the Interchurch Relations Committee (IRC) in creating the reports
in response to our previous overture (Acts of Synod 2014, p.155-158, p.159184), and although we did not believe the resulting recommendation to be
the optimal one for the churches of the federation, we did (and do) believe it
to be an improvement over the previous regulations in effect prior to 2013
(see 2010 of the Church Order (CO), Article 5.J). However, we believed and
maintain that the preferred course would be in line with interim decision of
Synod 2013 (Article 32, p.32). We did not appeal this in 2014 because we
felt it best to respect the work of the IRC synodical deputies and submit to
the decision by giving it a chance. Now a few years have passed, and we
are convinced that there is a better way. Specifically, that the IRC synodical
deputies be informed about visiting ministers without having to advise (i.e.
grant approval) on each individual minister for each congregation. Not only
do we believe this to be a better application of the principles regarding pulpit
access (elucidated in the IRC reports) for the congregations, it is also better
for the IRC synodical deputies. It is not our intent to eliminate the provision
for the IRC or the consistory to request a colloquium doctum (CD) if the
situation warrants, as this provides accountability on behalf of the
denomination.
Regardless of the outcome of the overture, we do note to Synod that there is
an editorial correction required with regards to numbering in the last
sentence of CO 5.J.1.
The Consistory of Brantford overtures Synod to amend the current
church order sentence 5.J.2 (regulations for visiting ministers from
non-corresponding churches) to revise the requirement to seek advice
(approval) from the IRC to the requirement to inform the IRC.
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Grounds
1. We believe that this is not a departure from the work of the study reports
provided to Synod in 2009 (Acts of Synod, p. 193-199) and 2014 noted
above. We agree with and appreciate the Biblical, historical,
confessional research about the benefit of broader assemblies and the
authority of the local elders completed to date. We understand that the
precedent in the FRCNA of denominational involvement in pulpit access.
However, the discussion has centred on the questions of “how” and “how
much”. The IRC report notes “Although the Scriptures nor our
confessions address this question directly, they do contain statements
that argue in favour of at least some denominational involvement in this
matter.” (Acts of Synod 2014, p. 155) The report further goes on to say,
“The only issue before us, therefore, is to what extent should the ICR
should be involved in this matter and what procedure should be
followed?” [sic] (Acts of Synod 2014, p. 157) We concur that it comes
down to the level of involvement and “balance of powers”, and believe
our proposal is more respectful and helpful to the local eldership while
still providing the benefit of accountability from the broader assembly.
2. The further verification of our first ground is that other reformed
federations deal with pulpit access in other ways, including some
federations who leave the issue entirely in the hands of the local
eldership (or pastor). See Acts of Synod 2009, p.200-201, Acts of Synod
2013, p.63 for specifics. We believe that each of these denominations
appreciates and promotes federative ecclesiology, and yet they have
applied this principle with regards to occasional pulpit access in a
different manner. Of particular note is the policy of the Heritage
Reformed Congregations, now in complete corresponding relationship
with us, who have as a policy the very method that we are advocating in
this overture.
3. The current CO provisions as we understand them are still unwieldly. In
most cases, the IRC may not be as familiar with the minister in question
as the local elders, who, due to personal relationship or even near
locality, are aware of the man’s Godly walk and in terms of preaching.
Yet the IRC is required to make a judgement in each case. It would be
improved if the IRC would only have to engage on specific and limited
cases where they are aware of a potential or actual concern with the
man in question upon which the CD in CO 5.J.2.c can be requested by
the IRC. Further, as we understand the current provisions, we have to
request permission to have ministers who have previously successfully
sustained a CD with the IRC, as well as ministers who the IRC has given
permission to preach in other congregations, and that the above has to
be repeated annually. It may be that this was done to emphasize the
primary responsibility of research of the local elders, but local elders also
have trust in the IRC and elders from a sister congregation who may

68

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Acts

have made a recommendation. This requirement is unnecessary
redundancy that is a nuisance.
The current wording of Article 5.J.2 is provided below for your reference with two
suggested re-wordings of sentence b. following (complete with changes as
noted). The Church Order Committee would further have to edit sentences d & e
upon the decision of synod.
Article 5.J.2. (Current)
2. A visiting minister from a church with which the Free Reformed Churches have
only a Limited Contact or no formal relationship at all may be granted license to
preach in the Free Reformed Churches if he has received permission according
to the following rules: (Acts of Synod 2014, Article 20, p.16, cf. p.157 ).
a. If a consistory plans to invite a minister, a candidate graduated at our
seminary, or a seminarian training at our seminary to preach on its pulpit, it shall,
before extending the invitation, ensure that:
i. He is a member in good standing in a Reformed or Presbyterian church
ii. He has a valid license to preach in his church federation.
iii. He fully subscribes to the Three Forms of Unity and/or Westminster
Confession and Catechisms.
iv. He is orthodox in doctrine and godly in his walk of life.
v. Has demonstrated an ability to preach in a way that is consonant with
our Free Reformed distinctive of orthodox, experiential Reformed preaching. In
the case of a candidate or seminarian, he has received endorsement from at
least one of our full-time professors.
b. Upon meeting the requirements of item “a”, the consistory shall seek advice, in
writing and on a timely basis, from the Interchurch Relations Committee. The
consistory shall report its findings to the committee and indicate the number of
Lords Days it plans to have him preach.
c. The Interchurch Relations Committee or consistory shall have a right to
request a colloquium doctum. If the committee or consistory makes such a
request, the colloquium doctum may be attended by two elders from the
requesting consistory. A 70% majority is required in order to sustain a colloquium
doctum.
d. When the advice of the Interchurch Relations Committee is negative or if after
conducting the colloquium doctum a 70% majority is not achieved, the consistory
shall not pursue the matter. Should a consistory not be able to abide by the
negative advice, it may appeal to Synod.
e. Requests that have received the approbation of the Interchurch Relations
Committee shall be verbally reported to Synod each year.
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Article 5.J.2.b (Proposal #1)
This revises the requirement from “seek advice” to “inform”, but does so on
annual basis which would follow the line of the interim decision of Synod 2013
and the practice of the HRC. It is our preferred option which still allows the IRC
to discuss, express concern, or request a CD prior to further preaching
engagements.
b. Upon meeting the requirements of item “a”, the consistory shall inform, in
writing and on an annual basis, the Interchurch Relations Committee. The
consistory shall report its findings to the committee regarding all such ministers
and indicate the number of Lords Days it has had and/or plans to have him
preach.
Article 5.J.2.b (Proposal #2)
This simply revises the requirement from “seek advice” to “inform”, which would
still maintain the communication to the IRC for each minister individually, with the
concern that it may also maintain some of the redundancy in Ground 3. This
does allow the IRC to be more timely with regards to a concern.
b. Upon meeting the requirements of item “a”, the consistory shall inform, in
writing and on a timely basis, the Interchurch Relations Committee. The
consistory shall report its findings to the committee and indicate the number of
Lords Days it plans to have him preach.
May the Lord bless your deliberations to the benefit of His church and glory of
His Name.
In Christ,
The Consistory of Grace Free Reformed Church of Brantford
Jerry Benjamins, Corresponding Clerk
Jeff Postma, Chairman
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O3: Mitchell re. Visiting Ministers
To Synod 2017
April 7, 2017
Esteemed Brothers,
The Consistory of Mitchell overtures Synod to amend the current church order
article 5. J. Visiting Ministers. This overture has been created out of a desire to
simplify the current process surrounding who may be permitted to preach on an
occasional basis in our churches. The overture desires to return us to a more
Reformed style of pulpit oversight. Secondly, the overture aspires to alleviate
from the IRC the responsibility of oversight and re-focus its mission to fostering
relationships with other likeminded denominations.
Grounds:
The current church order enlists a system of governance, which gives complete
oversight of the pulpit to the Synodically appointed Interchurch Relations
Committee. This current system does not give authority to the local consistory,
who more intimately understands the needs and desires of the local church. The
current system of approval at the Committee level is cumbersome and has
caused much confusion in recent history. As a denomination we have vacillated
in our view and policy in relation to who may minister in the local church. This
has caused some churches occasionally to break in their adherence to the
church order. It has produced tension at both the synod and committee level.
Much has been discussed in the past, pointing to the fact that our current
practice is not historically reformed. It is our desire to streamline the process and
church order as a means to promote unity and edification in the local church as
well as the denomination.
An added benefit would be that it would bring our church order more in line with
our brothers in the HRC. Their current church order reads as follows:
Article 15.1 Policy for Admitting Visiting Ministers into HRC Pulpits
1. If a local HRC congregation wishes to invite a non-HRC or non-FRC
minister into its pulpit, and if the invitation pertains to occasional pulpit
supply, the consistory can proceed to do so, provided that it informs the
next HRC Synod of this.
Source: Church Order of the Heritage Reformed Congregations Oct. 1, 2011.

We recognize the important work of the IRC, and wish not to diminish the
important work of the committee. Additionally, we affirm that it is the task of the
IRC to examine all men who are being considered for call by a congregation or
for stated pulpit supply, from another federation. It is our conviction that the IRC’s
focus ought to be maintaining and nurturing relationships with other
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denominations. Therefore, we assert that occasional pulpit supply should be the
responsibility of the local consistory.
Article 5J (Current)
J. Visiting Ministers:
1. A visiting minister from a church with which the Free Reformed Churches do
have a corresponding relationship (see Art. 51), ordinarily may preach in the
Free Reformed Churches. A visiting minister, candidate or seminary student
from another church federation with which we do not have a corresponding
relationship ordinarily may not preach in a Free Reformed Church.
Exceptions to this general rule are provided for in points 2 through 5 below.
2. A visiting minister from a church with which the Free Reformed Churches
have only a Limited Contact or no formal relationship at all may be granted
license to preach in the Free Reformed Churches if he has received
permission according to the following rules: (Acts of Synod 2014, Article 20,
p.16, cf. p.157).
a. If a consistory plans to invite a minister, a candidate graduated at our
seminary, or a seminarian training at our seminary to preach on its
pulpit, it shall, before extending the invitation, ensure that:
i. He is a member in good standing in a Reformed or Presbyterian
Church
ii. He has a valid license to preach in his church federation.
iii. He fully subscribes to the Three Forms of Unity and/or Westminster
Confession and Catechisms.
iv. He is orthodox in doctrine and godly in his walk of life.
v. Has demonstrated an ability to preach in a way that is consonant with
our Free Reformed distinctive of orthodox, experiential Reformed
preaching. In the case of a candidate or seminarian, he has received
endorsement from at least one of our full-time professors.
b. Upon meeting the requirements of item “a”, the consistory shall seek
advice, in writing and on a timely basis, from the Interchurch Relations
Committee. The consistory shall report its findings to the committee and
indicate the number of Lords Days it plans to have him preach.
c. The Interchurch Relations Committee or consistory shall have a right to
request a colloquium doctum. If the committee or consistory makes such
a request, the colloquium doctum may be attended by two elders from
the requesting consistory. A 70% majority is required in order to sustain
a colloquium doctum.
d. When the advice of the Interchurch Relations Committee is negative or if
after conducting the colloquium doctum a 70% majority is not achieved,
the consistory shall not pursue the matter. Should a consistory not be
able to abide by the negative advice, it may appeal to Synod.
e. Requests that have received the approbation of the Interchurch
Relations Committee shall be verbally reported to Synod each year.
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Article 5J (Proposed)
J. Visiting Ministers:
1. A visiting minister from a church with which the Free Reformed Churches do
have a corresponding relationship (see Art. 51), ordinarily may preach in the
Free Reformed Churches. A visiting minister, candidate or seminary student
from another church federation with which we do not have a corresponding
relationship ordinarily may not preach in a Free Reformed Church.
Exceptions to this general rule are provided for in points 2 through 5 below.
2.

A visiting minister from a church with which the Free Reformed Churches
have only a Limited Contact or no formal relationship may be given
permission to preach in the local Free Reformed Church if he qualifies
according to the following rules: (Acts of Synod 2014, Article 20, p.16, cf.
p.157).
a. If a consistory plans to invite a minister, a candidate graduated at our
seminary, or a seminarian training at our seminary to preach on its
pulpit, it shall, before extending the invitation, ensure that:
i. He is a member in good standing in a Reformed or Presbyterian
Church
ii. He has a valid license to preach in his church federation.
iii. He fully subscribes to the Three Forms of Unity and/or Westminster
Confession and Catechisms.
iv. He is orthodox in doctrine and godly in his walk of life.
v. Has demonstrated an ability to preach in a way that is consonant with
our Free Reformed distinctive of orthodox, experiential Reformed
preaching. In the case of a candidate, seminarian or independent
seminarian, he has received endorsement from at least one of our
full-time professors.
b. The local consistory shall complete a Colloquium Doctum including a
reasonable amount of investigation to determine that the minister is a
member in good standing in a Reformed church, fully subscribes to the
Three Forms of Unity or the Westminster Confession and Catechisms,
and that his preaching does not conflict with the said confessions.
c. Consistories shall report to the deputies of Interchurch Relations on all
occasions of a non-FRC minister serving in their congregation.

May the Lord bless you as you consider this overture, that His name may be
glorified and that His body may be edified.
In Christ,
The Consistory of Mitchell Free Reformed Church
James Janssen Vice-Chairman
Arnold De-Vries Chairman
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O4: Grand Rapids re. PRTS Students on FRC Pulpits

Free Reformed Church of Grand Rapids
950 BALL AVENUE NORTHEAST
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49503

April 18, 2017
To the Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of North America in Session June
5-8 2017, D.V, to be convened in St. George, ON.
Esteemed Brethren:
Overture re: PRTS Students Speaking on FRC pulpits (Church Order Article 5J)
The consistory of the Grand Rapids Free Reformed Church overtures
Synod to amend Article 5J (access to Pulpit of non FRC ministers) of our
church order on two points:
1. To remove the requirement that he have a license to preach in his
church federation
2. To expand the allowance of a seminarian so as to include a valid
PRTS internship within our federation, if a consistory should invite
a student to do so.
Grounds:
Regarding 1: The current regulation requires the student to have a license to
preach in his church federation. However, this allowance excludes students who
for a variety of reasons have not yet obtained such a license, sometimes for
reasons of distance, or that they are moving from one federation to another, or
because their federation does not have a mechanism for giving this allowance.
Regarding 2: There are students with PRTS training who could very easily serve
our churches in an internship framework, and get to know the life of our churches
better through such an internship.
We believe these adjustments harmonize with the spirit of our policy and the
church order as a whole, but would further benefit i) selected students at PRTS
by affording them the experience of speaking an edifying word and/or conducting
internships in our churches, as well as ii) our churches by allowing consistories
and congregations to get to know suitable students, who enjoy similar training to
our own students.
Proposal:
1. Strike the requirement of license to preach from our policy;
2. Add the phrase “or conduct an internship” as follows:
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“If a consistory plans to invite a minister, a candidate who has graduated from
our seminary (1), or a seminarian (2) who is tracking at our seminary to preach
(3) on its pulpit, or conduct a seminary approved internship in its
congregation, it shall, before extending the invitation, ensure that ….”
Respectfully and with brotherly greetings,
On behalf of the consistory,
Gerrit Kleyn, clerk

Appendix A: Relevant Portion of the Church Order: 5J
-Proposed changed in bold
-Proposed omission in italics
1. A visiting minister from a church with which the Free Reformed Churches have
only a Limited Contact or no formal relationship at all may be granted license
to preach in the Free Reformed Churches if he has received permission
according to the following rules:
a. If a consistory plans to invite a minister, a candidate graduated at our
seminary, or a seminarian training at our seminary to preach on its pulpit,
or conduct a seminary approved internship in its congregation, it
shall, before extending the invitation, ensure that:
i) He is a member in good standing in a Reformed or Presbyterian
church.
ii) He has a valid license to preach in his church federation.
iii) He fully subscribes to the Three Forms of Unity and/or
Westminster Confession and Catechisms.
iv) He is orthodox in doctrine and godly in his walk of life.
v) Has demonstrated an ability to preach in a way that is consonant
with our Free Reformed distinctive of orthodox, experiential
Reformed preaching. In the case of a candidate or seminarian,
he has received endorsement from at least one of our full-time
professors.

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Reports

75

O5: Mitchell re. Article 49
BETHEL FREE REFORMED CHURCH
MITCHELL, ONTARIO
Box 674
Mitchell, ON N0K 1V0
Email: clerk@mitchell.frcna.org
To Synod 2017
February 2, 2017
Overture Church Order Article 49
Esteemed Brothers,
This overture has been created out of a desire for the appointments of synodical
committees to grow in their faithfulness of representing the will of the local church
through a prayerful and democratic process.
Grounds:
Currently the practice has been for synodical committees to recommend one
name as an appointment to be affirmed by Synod. The desire of this motion is
that we would move from voting on an appointment to voting on multiple
nominations.
A. Committee Members Reflect the Will of the Church
The reasons for such a change are born out of a desire to see the will of the local
church implemented in the actions of Synod and its committees.
If two names are submitted by a committee, the local consistory can in advance
direct its delegates in which manner to vote. The local consistory can prayerfully
decide which man they feel is most appropriate for this committee’s work, and
which man would represent their vision on the committee.
The deputies of synod are called to serve Synod. So their election also should
serve Synod. Moving to a two nomination system would more faithfully follow that
mandate.
B. Promotion of Diversity on Synodically Appointed Committees
A critique of Synodical Committees is that they can appear to direct the actions of
Synod instead of the inverse. A critique is that a number of committees are made
up of the same delegates. Part of the suggested changes to the church order
encourage those who are doing the nominating to seek to nominate names that
do not stand on any other synodical committee. If a two nominations system is
implemented, this would allow the local consistory to promote diversity within
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committees. Additionally those who are doing the nominating are encouraged to
nominate with a vision that all of the churches are represented as currently a
number of the local churches do not sit on a single committee.
Church Order Article 49: Deputies of Synod
(Underlined wording are the proposed changes)
Each Synod shall appoint Deputies to execute everything ordained by Synod
pertaining to the respective Combined Consistories resorting under it, and
likewise to supervise together, or at least with a minimum of three, all
examinations of candidates to the ministry and be present at such examinations.
Deputies shall be appointed by election via duo ballot. Nominations for a
Synodical committee shall be put forward by the existing Synodical committee
with a view to attempt to represent all the churches throughout the various
Synodically appointed committees. Additionally when a name is put forward for
nomination, those who are doing the nominating will endeavor to recommend
names that do not stand on other Synodically appointed committees, with a view
to representing all the churches. And, moreover, in all other eventual difficulties
they shall extend help to the Combined Consistories in order that the proper
unity, order and soundness of doctrine may be maintained and established. Also
they shall keep proper record of all their activities to report thereof to Synod, and
if it be demanded, give reasons. They shall not be discharged from their mandate
until Synod itself discharges them.
May the Lord bless you as you consider this overture, that His name may be
glorified and that His body may be edified.
In Christ,
The Consistory of Mitchell Free Reformed Church
James Janssen Vice-Chairman
Arnold De Vries Chairman
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O6: Vineland Re: Installation of Office-bearers
Vineland Free Reformed Church
April 18, 2017
Dear Synod 2017
It is our understanding that the work currently being done by the Psalter Revision
Committee does not include our forms as found in the back of our Psalter. It is
also our understanding that no committee has been appointed to review these
forms. In view of this, the Consistory of the Vineland Free Reformed Church
would respectfully like to present the following overture to Synod 2017:
That the attached form for The Installation of Elders and Deacons be accepted
as an alternative form in addition to the one we currently have.
Grounds:
1. Synod is presently not working on reviewing and updating this form. No
committee has been established to do this work.
2. Home visit reports indicate that there is a strong interest in a full updating
of our Psalter including forms such as this one.
3. In some places the language is archaic.
4. In some places fewer words can be used without the message being
compromised.
5. Certain sections in this form strongly relate to the context of the time during
which it was written. It is difficult to identify with this in our present context.
6. Some of our ministers are already changing and deleting words at their
discretion when they are reading this form.
7. We believe that leadership is needed and should be provided in this matter.
Further, we are recommending a form rewritten by United Reformed Church. We
have reviewed this form; compared it to the FRC form; made some minor
changes and provided our comments. The outcome is as per the attached,
however we would not object to simply using the URC form without our
suggested changes if this would be more agreeable. We wish to stress that it is
not meant to replace our current form but to provide a common alternative for the
churches among us who wish to have one.
Grounds:
1. The work has essentially been done for us.
2. We would be very closely aligned with another like-minded
denomination(s).
3. The URC committee involved in the revision task of the forms have worked
on this project for many years.
4. We have consulted this committee and it appears that our desire to adopt
their work (with a few additions/changes) has their approval.
May the Lord grand wisdom and discernment to Synod 2017 to His glory and for
the good of His church.
On behalf of the Vineland Free Reformed Church,
Bert Dejong
Dave Tamminga
Chair
Corresponding Secretary
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FREE REFORMED

New URC Form

Form of Ordination of
Elders and Deacons

Form for the Ordination
of Elders and Deacons

When ordained at the
same time. But if they are
ordained separately this
form shall be used as
occasion requires.

Recommended new FRC
Version
(mostly URC) with a few
changes/additions (in
italics) mostly taken
from the FRC form.

COMMENTS OF
VINELAND
CONSISTORY

When ordained at the
same time. But if they
are ordained separately
this form shall be used as
occasion requires.

Beloved Christians, you
know that we have several
times published unto you
the names of our brethren
here present, who are
chosen to the office of
elders and deacons in this
Church, to the end that we
might know whether any
person had aught to
allege, why they should
not be ordained in their
respective offices; and
whereas no one has
appeared before us, who
has alleged anything
lawful against them, we
shall therefore at present,
in the name of the Lord
proceed to their
ordination.

Congregation of Jesus
Christ: The Council has
made known to you the
names of our brothers
here present who were
chosen to the offices of
elders and deacons in
this church. They having
indicated their belief in
our confessions by their
agreement of the Form
of Subscriptions. Since
there were no lawful
objections, we shall
proceed to their
ordination in the name of
the Lord.

Congregation of Jesus
Christ: The Consistory has
made known to you the
names of our brothers
here present who were
chosen to the offices of
elders and deacons in
this church. They have
indicated their belief in
our confessions by their
agreement of the Form
of Subscription. Since
there were no lawful
objections, we shall
proceed to their
ordination in the name of
the Lord.

Form of Subscription is
signed before
ordination rather than
after. This appears to
us to have validity.

But first, you, who are to
be ordained, and all those
who are here present,
shall attend to a short
declaration from the word
of God concerning the
institution and the office
of elders and deacons.

Let us listen to what the
Word of God teaches
regarding these offices.

Let us listen to what the
Word of God teaches
regarding these offices.

The URC version does
not make a distinction
between the institution
and the office and
summarizes this as '
what the Word of God
teaches'. The word
'listen' is preferable
over the word 'remind'.
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Of the elders is to be
observed, that the word
elder or eldest (which is
taken from the Old
Testament, and signifies a
person who is placed in an
honorable office of
government over others),
is applied to two sorts of
persons who minister in
the Church of Jesus Christ:
for the apostle says, "the
elders that rule well, shall
be counted worthy of
double honour, especially
they who labour in the
Word and doctrine."
Hence it is evident that
there were two sorts of
elders in the Apostolic
Church, the former
whereof did labour in the
Word and doctrine, and
the latter did not. The first
were the ministers of the
Word and pastors, who
preached the gospel and
administered the
sacraments; but the
others, who did not labour
in the Word, and still did
serve in the Church, bore a
particular office, namely,
they had the oversight of
the Church, and ruled the
same with the ministers of
the Word. For Paul, Rom.
chap. 12, having spoken of
the ministry of the word,
and also of the office of
distribution or deaconship,
speaks afterwards
particularly of this office,
saying, "he that ruleth let
him do it with diligence";
likewise, in another place
he counts government
among the gifts and
offices which God has
instituted in the Church: 1
Cor. 12.

The office of elder is
based on the kingship of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
who, when he ascended,
left his Church in the
world and provided it
with officers who should
rule in his Name. The
apostle Paul, in Acts,
insists upon the
ordination of elders in
every church and, in his
letter to Timothy,
commands those who
rule well to be
considered worthy of
double honor, especially
those who labor in
preaching and teaching
(1 Tim. 5:17). In this and
other passages Paul
distinguishes between
the elders who labor
particularly in the
ministry of the Word and
the sacraments, and
those who are
responsible for the
supervision of the church
together with the
ministers of the Word.
Therefore the Church,
from the beginning, has
had elders in addition to
ministers.

The term elder (or eldest)
originates from the Old
Testament and signifies a
person who is placed in
an honourable office of
government over others.
The office of elder is
based on the kingship of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
who, when he ascended,
left his Church in the
world and provided it
with officers who should
serve and rule in his
Name. The apostle Paul,
in Acts 14:23, insists
upon the ordination of
elders in every church
and, in his letter to
Timothy, commands
those who rule well to be
considered worthy of
double honor, especially
those who labor in
preaching and teaching
(1 Tim. 5:17). In this and
other passages such as
Rom 12:8 and I
Cor.12:28, Paul
distinguishes between
the elders who labor
particularly in the
ministry of the Word and
the sacraments, and
those who are
responsible for the
oversight of the church
together with the
ministers of the Word.
Therefore the Church,
from the beginning, has
had elders in addition to
ministers.
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The reference to the
basis of the office of
elder as found in the
kingly office of Christ
can easily be inferred
from Rom.12:8
(rules/leads); I Cor
12:28 (administratorliterally the piloting of
a ship ) and I Tim 5:17.
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Thus we see that these
sorts of ministers are
added to the others who
preach the gospel, to aid
and assist them, as in the
Old Testament the
common Levites were to
the priests in the service of
the tabernacle, in those
things which they could
not perform alone:
notwithstanding the
offices always remained
distinct one from the
other. Moreover, it is
proper that such men
should be joined to the
ministers of the Word in
the government of the
Church, to the end, that
thereby all tyranny and
lording may be kept out of
the Church of God, which
may sooner creep in,
when the government is
placed in the hands of one
alone, or of a very few.
And thus the ministers of
the Word, together with
the elders, form a body or
assembly, being as a
council of the Church,
representing the whole
Church; to which Christ
alludes when he says, "Tell
the Church" which can in
no wise be understood of
all and every member of
the Church in particular,
but very properly of those
who govern the Church,
out of which they are
chosen.
Therefore, in the first
place, the office of elders
is, together with the
ministers of the Word, to
take the oversight of the
Church, which is
committed to them, and
diligently to look, whether
every one properly
deports himself in his

The work of the elders is
that of ruling in the
Name of the ascended
King, and as servants of
the great Shepherd,
caring for his flock. It is
also the duty of the
elders to maintain the
purity of the Word and
sacraments, to uphold

Moreover, it is proper
that such men should be
joined to the ministers of
the Word in the
government of the
Church, to the end, that
thereby all tyranny and
lording may be kept out
of the Church of God,
which may sooner creep
in, when the government
is placed in the hands of
one alone, or of a very
few. (I Peter 5)

We have kept an
excerpt of this
paragraph of the FRC
form emphasing the
prevention of lording

The work of the elders is
that of providing
oversight in the Name of
the ascended King, and
as servants of the great
Shepherd, caring for his
flock. It is also the duty of
the elders to maintain
the purity of the Word
and sacraments, to

We find that this
concisely summarizes
the teaching as found
in the FRC form.
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confession and
conversation; to admonish
those who behave
themselves disorderly, and
to prevent, as much as
possible, the sacraments
from being profaned: also
to act (according to the
Christian discipline)
against the impenitent,
and to receive the
penitent again into the
bosom of the Church, as
does not only appear from
the above mentioned
saying of Christ, but also
from many other places of
Holy Writ, as 1 Cor. chap.
5, and 2 Cor. chap. 2, that
these things are not alone
intrusted to one or two
persons, but to many who
are ordained thereto.

Secondly. Since the
apostle enjoins, that all
things shall be done
decently and in order,
amongst Christians, and
that no other persons
ought to serve in the
Church o£ Christ, but
those who are lawfully
called according to the
christian ordinance,
therefore it is also the
duty of the elders to pay
regard to it, and in all
occurrences, which
relate to the welfare and
good order of the
Church, to be assistant
with their good counsel
and advice, to the
ministers of the Word,
yea, also to serve all
Christians with advise
and consolation.
Thirdly. It is also the
duty particularly to have
regard unto the doctrine
and conversation of the
ministers of the Word,

the good order of the
church, carefully
guarding the sacredness
of the offices and
faithfully exercising
discipline.

They should with love
and humility promote
the faithful discharge of
the office by their fellowofficers, having particular
regard to the doctrine
and conduct of the
minister of the Word,
that the church may be
edified and may show
itself to be the pillar and
ground of the truth.
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uphold the good order of
the church, carefully
guarding the sacredness
of the offices and
faithfully exercising
discipline. (I Cor 14; Acts
20:28-30)

They should with love and
humility promote the
faithful discharge of the
office by their fellowofficers, having particular
regard to the doctrine and
conduct of the minister of
the Word, that the church
may be edified and may
show itself to be the pillar
and ground of the truth;
and that no strange
doctrine be taught,
according to that which
we read, Acts 20, where
the apostle exhorts to
watch diligently against
the wolves, which might
come into the sheepfold of
Christ. As such the elders
should diligently search
the Word of God and
continually meditate on
the mysteries of faith and
in so doing keep careful
watch over one's own
soul. (Acts 20:28; I Tim.
4:1).

We have blended points
2 and 3 into this one
paragraph and also
included the importance
of watching over one's
own soul.
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to the end that all things
may be directed to the
edification of the
Church; and that no
strange doctrine be
taught, according to that
which we read, Acts 20,
where the apostle
exhorts to watch
diligently against the
wolves, which might
come into the sheepfold
of Christ; for the
performance of which,
the elders are in duty
bound diligently to
search the Word of God,
and continually be
meditating on the
mysteries of faith.
To fill such a sacred
office honorably, the
elders should set an
example of godliness in
their personal life, in
their home life, and in
their relations with their
fellow-men. Walking
thus in all godliness, and
faithfully discharging
their office, when the
chief Shepherd appears,
they will receive the
unfading crown of glory
(1 Peter 5:4).

To fill such a sacred office
honorably, the elders
should set an example of
godliness in their personal
life, in their home life, and
in their relations with
their fellow-men. Walking
thus in all godliness, and
faithfully discharging their
office, when the chief
Shepherd appears, they
will receive the unfading
crown of glory (1 Peter
5:4).

This is a good insertion at
this point. See comments
further below.

The office of deacon is
based upon the love and
concern of Christ for his
own. This concern is so
great that he considers
what is done to one of
the least of his brothers
as done to him. In this
way our Lord identifies
the needy as his
representatives in our
expression of sympathy
and benevolent service
on earth. For I was
hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and
you gave me drink, I was

The office of deacon is
based upon the love and
concern of Christ for his
own. This concern is so
great that he considers
what is done to one of the
least of his brothers as
done to him. In this way
our Lord identifies the
needy as his
representatives in our
expression of compassion
and benevolent service on
earth. For I was hungry
and you gave me food, I
was thirsty and you gave
me drink, I was a stranger

This is a good paragraph
teaching the basis of the
office of deacon as found
in the love and
compassion of Christ
(priestly office). This
teaching is not well
outlined in the FRC form.
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Concerning the deacons:
of the origin and
institution of their office
we may read, Acts 6,
where we find that the
apostles themselves did
in the beginning serve
the poor, "At whose feet
was brought the price of
the things that were
sold: and distribution
was made unto every
man according as he had
need. But afterwards,
when a murmuring
arose, because the
widows of the Grecians
were neglected in the
daily ministrations" men
were chosen (by the
advice of the apostles
who should make the
service of the poor their
peculiar business, to the
end that the apostles
might continually give
themselves to prayer,
and the ministry of the
Word. And has been
continued from that
time forward in the
Church, as appears from
Rom. 12, where the
apostle, speaking of this
office, says, "he that
giveth, let him do it with
simplicity." And 1 Cor.
12:28 speaking of helps,
he means those, who
are appointed in the
Church to help and
assist the poor and
indigent in time of need.
From which passage we
may easily gather, what
the deacon's office is
namely, that they in the

a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was
naked and you clothed
me, I was sick and you
visited me, I was in
prison and you came to
me (Matt. 25:35-36).

and you welcomed me, I
was naked and you
clothed me, I was sick and
you visited me, I was in
prison and you came to
me (Matt. 25:35-36).

According to Acts 6, the
apostles themselves in
the beginning ministered
unto the needy; but
afterward, being
overburdened with this
service to the extent that
some were neglected,
certain men were chosen
to whom they
committed the special
responsibility of
exercising this ministry,
leaving the apostles
greater opportunity to
continue steadfastly in
prayer and in the
ministry of the Word.
Since that time the
Church has recognized
this service as a distinct
office.
The work of the deacons
consists in the faithful
and diligent gathering of
the offerings which God’s
people in gratitude make
to their Lord, in the
prevention of poverty, in
the humble and cheerful
distribution of gifts
according to the need,
and in the relief of the
distressed both with kind
deeds and words of
comfort and
encouragement from
Scripture.

According to Acts 6, the
apostles themselves in the
beginning ministered unto
the needy; but afterward,
being overburdened with
this service to the extent
that some were
neglected, certain men
were chosen to whom
they committed the
special responsibility of
exercising this ministry,
leaving the apostles
greater opportunity to
continue steadfastly in
prayer and in the ministry
of the Word. Since that
time the Church has
recognized this service as
a distinct office.
The work of the deacons
in the first place consists
in the faithful and diligent
gathering of the offerings
which God’s people in
gratitude make to their
Lord, in the prevention of
poverty, and secondly in
the humble and cheerful
distribution of gifts
according to the need,
and in the relief of the
distressed both with kind
deeds and words of
comfort and
encouragement from
Scripture. (Rom 12; 2Cor
9)
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This is a good and concise
summary of the teaching
found in the FRC form
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first place collect and
preserve with the greats
fidelity and diligence,
the alms and goods
which are given to the
poor: yea, to do their
utmost endeavours, that
many good means be
procured for the relief of
the poor.
The second part of their
office consists in
distribution wherein are
not only required
discretion and prudence
to bestow the alms only
on objects of charity, but
also cheerfulness and
simplicity to assist the
poor with compassion
and hearty affection: as
the apostle requires,
Rom., chap 12; and 2
Cor., chap. 9. For which
end it is very beneficial,
that they do not only
administer relief to the
poor and indigent with
external gifts, but also
with comfortable words
from Scripture.
To fill such a sacred
office worthily, the
deacons, as well as the
elders, should set an
example of godliness in
their personal life, in
their home life, and in
their relations with their
fellow-men. Thus
conducting themselves a
s worthy representatives
of Christ’s loving care,
and faithfully ministering
in his Name to those who
are the beloved of God,
they gain a good
standing for themselves
and also great
confidence in the faith
that is in Christ Jesus (1
Tim. 3:13).

To fill such a sacred office
worthily, the deacons, as
well as the elders, should
set an example of
godliness in their personal
life, in their home life, and
in their relations with
their fellow-men. Thus
conducting themselves as
worthy representatives of
Christ’s loving care, and
faithfully ministering in his
Name to those who are
the beloved of God, they
gain a good standing for
themselves and also great
confidence in the faith
that is in Christ Jesus (1
Tim. 3:13).

Good inclusion here at
this point as well - similar
to the insertion found at
the end of the teaching re
the elders.
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To the end therefore,
beloved brethren, , that
every one may hear,
that you are willing to
take your respective
offices upon you, ye
shall answer to the
following questions:

Vows
Brothers, in order that
the church may hear that
you are willing to take
your respective offices
upon you, please answer
the following questions:

Vows
Brothers, in order that the
church may hear that you
are willing to take your
respective offices upon
you, please answer the
following questions:

And in the first place I
ask you, both elders and
deacons, whether you
do not feel in your
hearts, that ye are
lawfully called of God’s
Church, and
consequently of God
himself, to these your
respective holy offices?

First: Do you elders and
deacons feel in your
hearts that you are
lawfully called by God’s
church, and therefore by
God himself, to your
respective holy offices?

First: Do you elders and
deacons feel in your
hearts that you are
lawfully called by God’s
church, and therefore by
God himself, to your
respective holy offices?

The question is put in the
positive rather than in
the negative.

Secondly. Whether ye
believe the books of the
Old and New Testament
to be the only Word of
God, and the perfect
doctrine of salvation,
and do reject all
doctrines repugnant
thereto?

Second: Do you believe
the Old and New
Testament to be the only
Word of God, and the
doctrinal standards of
this church to be in
harmony therewith?

Second: Do you believe
the Old and New
Testament to be the only
Word of God, and the
doctrinal standards of this
church to be in harmony
therewith and reject all
doctrines repugnant to
the Word of God.

URC version is basically
stating that any doctrine
not in harmony with the
Word of God will be
rejected. Also it appears
to suggest that using the
wording - perfect
doctrine of salvation - is
superfulous. We have
added the wording 'reject
all doctrines repugnant
thereto' as found in the
FRC rendition. Though it
is covered in the form of
subscription it is good to
hear this audibily before
the entire congregation.

Thirdly. Whether ye
promise, agreeably to
said doctrine, faithfully,
according to your ability,
to discharge your
respective offices, as
they are here described?
ye elders in the
government of the
Church together with
the ministers of the
Word; and ye deacons in
the ministration to the
poor? Do ye also jointly
promise to walk in all
godliness, and to submit
yourself, in case ye

Third: Having heard the
description of the
purpose and
requirements of these
offices, do you promise
to fulfill them faithfully
by the grace of God: you
elders, in the
government of the
church, together with
the ministers of the
Word; and you deacons,
in the ministration to the
poor?

Third: Having heard the
description of the purpose
and requirements of
these offices, do you
promise to fulfill them
faithfully by the grace of
God: you elders, in the
government of the
church, together with the
ministers of the Word;
and you deacons, in the
ministration to the poor?

The URC version has
seperated the question
#3 of theFRC version into
question 3 and 4. We are
in agreement with this
separation.
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should become remiss in
your duty, to the
admonition of the
Church?
Fourth: Do you promise
to walk in all godliness
and submit to the
government of the
church in all things
pertaining to your office?

Fourth: Do you promise to
walk in all godliness and
submit to the government
of the church in all things
pertaining to your office?

Each answers
individually:
I do.

Each answers individually:
I do.

May the Almighty God
and Father fill you all
with his grace, that you
may faithfully and
fruitfully discharge your
respective offices. Amen.

May the Almighty God
and Father fill you all with
his grace, that you may
faithfully and fruitfully
discharge your respective
offices. Amen.

Interesting word choice
of 'replenish' in the FRC
version. It has the idea of
refill or restock. The
word 'fill' is more
appropriate in this
context.

Therefore, ye elders, be
diligent in the
government of the
Church, which is
committed to you, and
the ministers of the
Word. Be also, as
watchmen over the
house and city of God,
faithful to admonish and
to caution every one
against his ruin; Take
heed that purity of
doctrine and godliness
of life be maintained in
the Church of God.

I charge you, elders, in
the Name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, to be
diligent in the
government of the
church which is
committed to you jointly
with the minister of the
Word. Be faithful
watchmen over the
house of God, taking
heed that purity of
doctrine and godliness of
life be maintained.

I charge you, elders, in the
Name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, to be diligent in the
government of the church
which is committed to you
jointly with the minister of
the Word. Be faithful
watchmen over the house
of God, both to encourage
and to admonish, taking
heed that purity of
doctrine and godliness of
life be maintained.

Clause re 'faithful to
admonish and to caution
every one against his
ruin' is unbalanced and
one sided. A faithful
watchman encourages as
well as admonishes.

And, ye deacons, be
diligent in collecting the
alms, prudent and
cheerful in the
distribution of the same:

I charge you, deacons, in
the Name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, to be
diligent in receiving the
gifts of God’s people,

I charge you, deacons, in
the Name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, to be diligent
in receiving the gifts of
God’s people, wise and

Focus is changed from
object of gifts to the how
the gifts should be
distributed.

Upon which they shall
answer: Yes.
Then the Minister shall
say:
The Almighty God and
Father, replenish you all
with his grace, that ye
may faithfully and
fruitfully discharge your
respective offices.
Amen.
The Minister shall
further exhort them, and
the whole congregation,
in the following manner:
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assist the oppressed,
provide for the true
widows and orphans,
show liberality unto all
men, but especially to
the household of faith.

wise and cheerful in the
distribution of the same,
sympathetic and selfdenying in the ministry
of Christian mercy.

cheerful in the
distribution of the same,
compassionate and selfdenying in the ministry of
Christian mercy.

Be ye all with one accord
faithful in your offices,
and hold the mystery of
the faith in a pure
conscience, being good
examples unto all the
people. In so doing you
will purchase to
yourselves a good
degree, and great
boldness in the faith,
which is in Christ Jesus,
and hereafter enter into
the joy of our Lord.
On the other hand,
beloved Christians,
receive these men as the
servants of God: count
the elders that rule well
worthy of double
honour, give yourselves
willingly to their
inspection and
government. Provide the
deacons with good
means to assist the
indigent. Be charitable,
ye rich, give liberally,
and contribute willingly.
And, ye poor, be poor in
spirit, and deport
yourselves respectfully
towards your
benefactors, be thankful
to them, and avoid
murmuring: follow
Christ, for the food of
your souls, but not for
bread. "Let him that has
stolen (or who has been
burdensome to his
neighbours) steal no
more: but rather let him
labour, working with his
hands the things which
are good, that he may
give to him that
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In the URC version this is
essentially placed at the
end of the teaching about
the elder and the
teaching about the
deacon and prior to the
vows. As such it is not a
charge to ordained elders
and deacons but a
qualification/requirement
of the office. This is an
interesting change which
we believe has merit.
I charge you, beloved
Christians, to receive
these brothers as the
servants of God,
sustaining them with
your daily prayers.
Render to the elders all
honor, encouragement,
and obedience in the
Lord. Provide the
deacons generously with
the necessary gifts for
the needy, remembering
that in so much as you
do it to the least of these
his children, you do it to
him. May God give us to
see in the ministry of the
elders the supremacy of
Christ, and in the
ministry of the deacons
the care and love of the
Savior.
Being thus engaged in
your respective callings,
each one of you shall
receive of the Lord the
reward of righteousness.
Prayer :

I charge you, beloved
Christians, to receive
these brothers as the
servants of God,
sustaining them with your
daily prayers. Render to
the elders all honor,
encouragement, and
obedience in the Lord.
Provide the deacons
generously with the
necessary gifts for the
needy, remembering that
in so much as you do it to
the least of these his
children, you do it to him.
May God give us to see in
the ministry of the elders
the supremacy of Christ,
and in the ministry of the
deacons the care and love
of the Savior. (Heb
13:7,17; I Thess 5:12,13).
Being thus engaged in
your respective callings,
each one of you shall
receive of the Lord the
reward of righteousness.
Prayer :

A concise wording with
needed changes to the
FRC rendition.
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needeth."
Each of you, doing these
things in your respective
callings, shall receive of
the Lord, the reward of
righteousness.
But since we are unable
of ourselves, let us call
upon the name of the
Lord saying:
O Lord God and
heavenly Father, we
thank thee that it has
pleased thee, for the
better edification of thy
Church, to ordain in it,
besides the ministers of
the Word, rulers and
assistants, by whom thy
Church may be
preserved in peace and
prosperity, and the
indigent assisted; and
that Thou hast at
present granted us in
this place, men, who are
of good testimony, and
we hope endowed with
thy Spirit. We beseech
thee, replenish them
more and more with
such gifts as are
necessary, for them in
their ministration; with
the gifts of wisdom,
courage, discretion, and
benevolence, to the end
that every one may, in
his respective office,
acquit himself as is
becoming; the elders in
taking diligent heed
unto the doctrine and
conversation, in keeping
out the wolves from the
sheepfold of thy beloved
Son; and in admonishing
and reproving disorderly
persons. In like manner,
the deacons in carefully
receiving, and liberally
and prudently
distributing of the alms

O Lord God and heavenly
Father, we give thanks
that you have been
pleased, for the better
edification of your
Church, to ordain in it
rulers and assistants
besides the ministers of
the Word, by whom your
Church may be served in
peace and prosperity,
and the needy assisted.
We thank you for giving
us in this place men who
are of good testimony
and by your promise
endowed with your
Spirit. We ask you to
provide them more and
more with such gifts as
are necessary for them in
their service: with the
gifts of wisdom, courage,
discretion, benevolence,
sympathy, and selfdenial, to the end that
every one may acquit
himself as is becoming in
his respective office. May
the elders take great
care of doctrine and life
in keeping out the
wolves from the
sheepfold of your
beloved Son, and in
admonishing and
reproving disorderly
persons. Likewise, the
deacons in carefully
receiving gifts and
generously and wisely
distributing them to the
poor, and in comforting

O Lord God and heavenly
Father, we give thanks
that you have been
pleased, for the better
edification of your Church,
to ordain in it rulers and
assistants besides the
ministers of the Word, by
whom your Church may
be served in peace and
prosperity, and the needy
assisted. We thank you for
giving us in this place men
who are of good
testimony and by your
promise endowed with
your Spirit. We ask you to
provide them more and
more with such gifts as
are necessary for them in
their service: with the
gifts of wisdom, courage,
discretion, benevolence,
compassion and selfdenial, to the end that
every one may acquit
himself as is becoming in
his respective office. May
the elders take great care
of doctrine and life in
keeping out the wolves
from the sheepfold of
your beloved Son, and in
admonishing and
reproving disorderly
persons. Likewise, the
deacons in carefully
receiving gifts and
generously and wisely
distributing them to the
poor, and in comforting
them with your holy
Word. Give grace both to
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to the poor, and in
comforting them with
thy holy Word. Give
grace both to the elders
and deacons, that they
may persevere in their
faithful labour, and
never become weary by
reason of any trouble,
pain or persecution of
the world. Grant also
especially thy divine
grace to this people,
over whom they are
placed, that they may
willingly submit
themselves to the good
exhortations of the
elders, counting them
worthy of honour for
their work’s sake; give
also unto the rich, liberal
hearts towards the poor,
and to the poor grateful
hearts towards those
who help and serve
them; to the end that
every one acquitting
himself of his duty, thy
holy name may thereby
be magnified, and the
kingdom of thy Son
Jesus Christ, enlarged, in
whose name we
conclude our prayers,
saying:
Our Father which is in
heaven. Hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in
heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver
us from evil: For thine is
the kingdom, and the
power and the glory, for
ever. Amen

them with your holy
Word. Give grace both
to elders and deacons,
that they may persevere
in their faithful labor,
and never become weary
by reason of any trouble,
pain, or persecution of
the world. Grant
especially your divine
grace to this people, over
whom they are placed,
that they may willingly
submit themselves to the
good exhortations of the
elders, counting them
worthy of honor for their
work’s sake. Give unto
the rich generous hearts
toward the needy, and to
the needy grateful hearts
toward those who help
and serve them; to the
end that, every one
acquitting himself of his
duty, your holy Name
may thereby be
magnified, and the
kingdom of your Son
Jesus Christ enlarged, in
whose Name we
conclude our prayers.
Amen.
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elders and deacons, that
they may persevere in
their faithful labor, and
never become weary by
reason of any trouble,
pain, or persecution of the
world. Grant especially
your divine grace to this
people, over whom they
are placed, that they may
willingly submit
themselves to the good
exhortations of the elders,
counting them worthy of
honor for their work’s
sake. Give unto the rich
generous hearts toward
the needy, and to the
needy grateful hearts
toward those who help
and serve them; to the
end that, every one
acquitting himself of his
duty, your holy Name may
thereby be magnified, and
the kingdom of your Son
Jesus Christ enlarged, in
whose Name we conclude
our prayers saying,

Our Father who art in
heaven. Hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us
from evil: For thine is the
kingdom, and the power
and the glory, for ever.
Amen

Prefer to keep it as
mainly rendered in the
FRC version.
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
C1: Church Order Committee Report
April 20, 2017
2017 Synod of FRC
c/o St. George Consistory, Convening Church
Esteemed Brethren,
Your committee met on October 19, 2016 and March 15, 2017 with the balance
of our work being conducted via email. Rev. Koopman serves as our chair, Rev.
Kranendonk as our Vice-Chair, and Brother Ray Pennings as the Committee’s
secretary.
a. Publication of Church Order Supplements
Our plans to publish a hard copy of the Church Order Supplements was delayed
from last year and is now scheduled to take place shortly after Synod 2017. We
have most of the updated supplements in hand and will update any changes that
are necessitated by decisions of Synod 2017 and then proceed to publication.
We will ensure that hard copy publications have clear version and date numbers
and that an ever-current copy of the supplements is maintained on-line.
b. Study on Article 82B
Synod 2016 also mandated the Church Order committee to study the matter of
Brantford’s overture regarding receiving members from churches which do not
adhere to the Three Forms of Unity and whether a change in Church Order
Article 82B was warranted (Article 55). This assignment took up the bulk of your
committee’s energy in the past year and our work is appended to this report. Our
recommendation is that this report is received as an answer to Brantford’s
overture and that no changes be made to the Church Order in this regard.
c. Appointments:
The terms of Brother Droogendyk and Rev. VanderMeyden are set to expire.
Brother Droogendyk has expressed his desire not to be reappointed. We
recommend the reappointment of Rev. VanderMeyden to another term and the
appointment of brother Jerry Benjamins (Brantford) to this committee.
d. Recommendations:
4. That Synod receive and adopt the recommendations regarding Brantford
Overture on Confession membership;
5. That Synod reappoint Rev. P. Vander Meyden (Vineland) and Brother
Jerry Benjamins (Brantford) for a three-year term to end in 2020.
6. That Synod approve the actions of the committee.
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May God richly bless your deliberations.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee,
Ray Pennings, Secretary

91

92

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Acts

Appendix A - Report on the requirement of confessional membership in the
church

I.
Overture of Brantford FRC
In 2015 Brantford submitted an overture to synod with the request to amend
Article 82(B) of the Church Order. (See Appendix #1 for full text of overture)
Currently, article 82 reads:
When members of other denominations come to our churches, the
Consistory shall make inquiry whether the Confession that they
have made is in accordance with the Three Forms of Unity.
They have proposed to amend this article to read:
When members of other churches come to our churches, the
Consistory shall make inquiry whether the Confession that they
have made is in accordance with the Three Forms of Unity. The
Consistory, with the advice of Combined Consistories concerning
each case, shall use its discretion in accepting as members those
that do not fully subscribe to the Three Forms of Unity.
At the heart of the issue is the extent to which individuals, who may not be able
to fully subscribe to the Three Forms of Unity, can be welcomed as members and
participate in a congregation. In these cases, it is understood that we are
speaking of individuals who make a credible personal confession of faith and
who also have had a sustained interest in participating in the life of the
congregation with a teachable and brotherly spirit over some time. Yet (usually
because of some specific doctrinal question, most frequently, but not always
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baptism), they are not able to fully subscribe to the confessional standards of our
church.
The Brantford overture mentions the fact that we live in a changing world in
which our once isolated immigrant churches are also attracting people from
different cultural and theological backgrounds. This can only be considered a
positive development, for as a church we should never have a policy of
isolationism in relation to other Christians. However, having individuals from
various backgrounds can be challenging to the life of the congregation. There
are various contexts in which that could occur:
•

•

In other situations, visitors who are just learning about the Reformed faith
come to our churches (more often in a church plant setting but also in a
more established church) and desire to participate, even as they are in the
process of learning. Out of integrity, they are not ready to “sign on” for the
sake of full membership (even though they desire to be fully involved
including participating in communion) without becoming fully convinced
regarding the issue in question.
In other situations, there are regular visitors who are mature and settled in
their convictions (credo-Baptists) who desire to worship and participate in
the congregation in a more permanent manner as they appreciate our
congregation as the best local option.

II.
Committee’s Process in Considering this Overture
We had assigned a member of our committee to respond to this request of
Synod 2015. However, because of various circumstances this report was not
completed for Synod 2016. As we began to study this question we had an open
guided discussion of the various factors that needed to be considered in
evaluating this request for a change to Article 82B of our Church Order. We
considered the following questions which arose:
1. What is the present requirement for membership in the FRC? According
to Article 82, consistories must make inquiries whether the confession
someone has made is in accordance with the Three Forms of Unity.
a) Do the questions asked at Confession of Faith refer to the Three
Forms of Unity or is it simply the Apostles’ Creed? This is also true
of the questions for baptism which refer to the “articles of the
Christian faith.” Historically how have these questions been viewed?
b) What has been the practice of the FRC over the last years? Has this
been implicit or explicit?
2. Is the idea of allowing those with differing views to be members
consistent with the view of church membership as presented in the
Bible?
3. Is allowing differing views a compromise of the objective truth of the
Bible?
a) Is this the influence of post modernism and relativism? Is this a
compromise of truth?
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b) Doesn’t compromise begin with allowing views different than what
we believe to be truth?
c) Doesn’t it convey the idea that one way is as good as another?
d) Does it imply the idea that the truths as summarized in the Three
Forms of Unity are indefensible?
4. Is it proper to allow those with different views to attend the Lord’s
Supper?
a) What happens when you allow those with differing views to fully
fellowship at the Lord’s Supper?
b) What if one of your ‘full’ members has an issue of conscience when
fellowshipping with someone with different views?
c) Doesn’t restricting one from voting, but allowing them to participate
at the Lord’s Supper, imply that voting is more of an expression of
oneness with the congregation than the Lord’s Supper?
5. Is it the church’s obligation to accommodate those with differing views or
is it the person’s own obligation to find a church reflective of what they
believe the Bible teaches?
a) Is this statement from the Brantford overture true? “The logical
corollary to this is that churches are in duty bound to bring into the
fold those believers that seek to be joined to them.”
b) If we allow people to join with us who have different doctrinal views
are we allowing people to go against their own conscience on what is
taught in the Bible?
c) Does the fact that someone is willing to be part of a church that has
different views than their own highlight a spiritual problem?
6. What will be the impact on church discipline with our own members if we
allow differing doctrinal views?
a. Will we discipline a member who rejects a particular confessional
doctrine, when a differing view already is accepted in the
congregation?
b. Does this mean that everyone can discover their own personal truth
and that we’ve lost objective truth?
c. Will we lose the pressure to pastorally instruct and lead those
members who have different views?
7. If we allow differing views how will we decide what is essential before
being allowed to be such a member?
a. Will agreement with the Apostle’s Creed suffice?
b. Will we accept a Roman Catholic; an Arminian; a Reformed Baptist?
[These were some questions that were raised, not rhetorically, but rather as
discussion prompters for the study.]
III.
Biblical Basis of Church Membership
The Brantford overture rightly acknowledges the fact that every confessing
Christian is obligated to join a local Christian church. For sake of clarity we
include two lengthy quotes from their overture found in Acts of Synod 2015.
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“The Bible assumes church membership when it teaches that the church has the
authority to cast out those members that live in sin, “... if he refuses to hear them,
tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you
like a heathen and a tax collector. “Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 18:17–18) The community of Christians is
such that we cannot live without one another, “there should be no schism in the
body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. And
whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be
honoured, all the members rejoice with it.” (1 Corinthians 12:25–26) Those that
forsake the gathering together of the assembly will find themselves under “a
certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation.” (Hebrews 10:25-27)”
“We therefore believe that all Christians are duty bound to join themselves to a
local church.” (Belgic Confession Article 28) Joining includes placing oneself
under the authority of church elders, “Obey them that have the rule over you, and
submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account,
that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”
(Hebrews 13:17)”
We also want to point you to the Acts of Synod 2009 on pages 106-108 where
the biblical and confessional grounds for membership in a local manifestation of
the body of Christ are outlined. Therefore, in our consideration of this overture
we must agree with the Brantford overture that membership in a local
manifestation of the body of Christ is required. Those who refuse to join with the
church act contrary to the ordinance of God. (Belgic Confession, Article 28)
IV.
Present Requirement of Confessional Membership
The Brantford overture is also correct in its assumption that our present
requirement for membership is that all confessing members agree with the Three
Forms of Unity, which includes the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession,
and the Canons of Dort. This is confirmed in Article 82 where it states that the
consistory is to make inquiries whether the confession that was made was
according to the Three Forms of Unity, implying an agreement with these
documents.
(a) Confession of Faith Questions
Integral to the questions asked at confession of faith is the agreement with the
doctrines taught in the church. In fact, it belongs to the essence of these
questions and without this understanding the questions actually are robbed of
any meaning. This comes out particularly in the first two questions commonly
used for confession of faith.
1. DO YOU BELIEVE THE TRUTH OF GOD WHICH IS REVEALED IN THE OLD AND NEW
TESTAMENTS AND CONFESSED IN THE ARTICLES OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH AND
TAUGHT HERE IN THIS CHRISTIAN CHURCH TO BE THE TRUE AND COMPLETE
DOCTRINE OF SALVATION?
When you make confession of faith, you declare before God and His church that
you believe everything that the Bible teaches as it is summarized in the Apostle’s
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Creed and in the other confessions of the church (the Heidelberg Catechism, the
Belgic Confession, and the Canons of Dort). The phrase taught here in this
Christian church points to the teaching of the church as summarized in the Three
Forms of Unity. VanDellen & Monsma write:
We may therefore thank God that our Churches still expect our
young people – and all others that desire membership in our
Churches – as they make confession of faith, to agree with the
specific doctrines of our Churches. 2
2. DO YOU PROMISE BY THE GRACE OF GOD STEADFASTLY TO CONTINUE IN THE
CONFESSION OF THIS TRUTH OF GOD AND TO LIVE AND DIE THEREIN?
This question is closely related to the first question. When you make confession
of faith, you must not only know and believe the Bible and the confessions of the
church, but you must also continue in them. That means that you must not try to
disprove or attack them and cause others to do the same. On the contrary, you
are required to keep them, defend them and promote them all the days of your
life. The confession of this truth refers to what was acknowledged in the first
question.
Therefore one …who makes confession of faith in our Churches must not only
assent with self-appropriation to the general truths of Christianity but he must be
able to declare that he believes the Reformed interpretation to be correct,
biblical. 3
(b) Our Questions for Baptism, both Adult and Infant
The same formulation is used in the form for infant baptism when it asks in the
second question: Whether you acknowledge the doctrine which is contained in
the Old and New Testaments, and in the articles of the Christian Faith, to be the
true and perfect (complete) doctrine of salvation? This seems to speak of the
articles of the Apostle’s Creed but when it is considered in the context of the
confession of faith questions it must include the Three Forms of Unity.
The question for adult baptism is more explicit when it asks:
Dost thou assent to all the articles of the Christian religion, as they are taught
here, in this Christian Church, according to the Word of God; and purpose
steadfastly to continue in the same doctrine to the end of thy life; and also dost
thou reject all heresies and schisms, repugnant to this doctrine, and promise to
persevere in the communion of the Christian Church, not only in the hearing of
the Word, but also in the use of the Lord's Supper? 4
Obviously, the reference to the doctrines as taught here, in this Christian Church,
according to the Word of God…is also a reference to the Three Forms of Unity.
Idzerd VanDellen & Martin Monsma, The Church Order Commentary (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1941), 251
3
Idzerd VanDellen & Martin Monsma, The Church Order Commentary (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1941), 251
4
The Psalter (Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2010), 129
2
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In addition, this question also calls the recipient of baptism to reject all heresies
and schisms, repugnant to this doctrine. This requires one to not only assent to
the doctrine of the church but also reject all others.
(c) Our Formula of Subscription
The churches have developed an official document called the Formula of
Subscription. It requires office-bearers not only to assent to the doctrines of the
church but also to defend them against all error. Further they promise never to
express or teach anything differently either publically or privately.
Now church membership requires assent to the doctrines of the church while
functioning as an office-bearer requires subscription to the confessions. Already
at the synod of 1571 it was decided:
In order to give evidence of the unity in doctrine among the
Netherlands Churches the Brothers have decided to place their
signatures under the confession of faith of the Netherlands
Churches and to do the same to the Confession of the Churches in
France thereby to witness their bond and unity with these French
Churches. 5
V.
Historical Context of Confessional Membership
Much could be said about the historical context of standing firm on the
confession of the church. Let us just remind ourselves of the martyrs who have
died for the very truths expressed in our confessions. Think of men like Guido de
Bres who died for the truths expressed in the Belgic Confession.
de Bres prepared this confession in the year 1561. In the following
year a copy was sent to King Philip II, together with an address in
which the petitioners declared that they were ready to obey the
government in all lawful things, but that they would ‘offer their backs
to stripes, their tongues to knives, their mouths to gags, and their
whole bodies to fire,’ rather than deny the truth expressed in this
confession. 6
A denominational report was produced on the history and nature of public
confession of faith 7 with a focus on the content of the formal public confession
and then looking more particularly at the questions which came to be used by the
Reformed churches as the “form of public confession of faith.” Consideration was
given to the Old and New Testament, to the early church, the Reformation
through the Secession, as well as 20th Century practice. God looks for us to
worship Him in “spirit and truth.” When we review the Old and New Testaments,
the usage in the early church, or the practice of the Reformers, we find that a
public confession of the Lord must have a sound doctrinal content (cf.

W.W.J. Van Oene, With Common Consent, (Winnipeg: Premier Publishing, 1990), 119
The Psalter, 5 (preamble to the Belgic Confession)
7
FRC Acts of Synod 2003
5
6
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Matt.10:32, Acts 8:37, Rom.10:9-10). 8 The Reformers developed catechisms to
prepare the youth to publicly confess the doctrines of the Christian faith. 9.
Very soon after the Reformation took hold in the Netherlands early gatherings of
Reformed church leaders began establishing regulations for church membership.
The Synod of Middelburg (1581) specified that the Lord’s Supper attendance,
which was the central matter for membership, required a prior “confession of the
Reformed religion.” 10
The original reading of the Church Order of the Synod of Dordrecht, 1619, Article
61, includes the same wording specifying “Reformed Religion.”:
No one shall be admitted to the Lord’s Supper / but those who
according to the custom of the Church / to which he has joined
himself / has made confession of the Reformed Religion / as well as
having a testimony of a godly walk of life / without which also those
who come from other Churches / shall not be admitted.” 11
On closer comparison of the earlier editions of the Psalter, we can see that
earlier renderings of the church order at the back of the Psalter did contain the
reading which specified, “Reformed religion.” 12 Our present church order also
requires that before consistories admit those from other churches to the Lord’s
Supper that their personal faith conviction is in accordance with the confession of
the church. 13
VI.
Discussion
There is little doubt that we have expected full confessional agreement of our
members who join with the church. In expecting full confessional subscription to
the Three Forms of Unity, we are not expecting complete knowledge, the
absence of questions, the need to learn more, or the ability to fully defend every
aspect of doctrine. But there is a significant difference between accepting the
confession of an applicant who may have questions and someone who has a
settled and articulated disagreement with some aspect of the confessions. This
includes the question of baptism. While we may hold respect for individual
credo-Baptists, ecclesiastically we view the rejection of infant baptism as to
The Forms for Public Confession of Faith (Brantford: Free Reformed Publications, 2003),
18, 21-25, 33-41.
9
The Forms for Public Confession of Faith, 44, 45.
10
About the Synods of Dordrecht, 1578, 1851, and the Synod of Middelburg, The Forms
for Public Confession of Faith, 44-47.
11
Original obtained from: http://kerkrecht.nl/book/export/html/439 See original in
Appendix, together with translation.
12
See The Psalter, 1927 edition (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1927; reprinted as late as
1977), 94; Church Order Article 61. Later editions render this article to read:
“…confession of religion.” Cf. The Psalter (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1927; printed for
Netherlands Reformed Congregations, 1991).
13
Church Order of the FRCNA (2015), article 61B3
8
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“despise…the Holy Sacraments” which, in the form for the Administration of the
Lord’s Supper, is provided as grounds for people to stay away from the Lord’s
Table. A consistent credo-Baptist would view the matter similarly and not
partake in communion with paedo-baptists, given that from a credo-Baptist
perspective, we are unbaptized.
It is clear by now that we have always required members who join our churches
to assent to the doctrinal standards we love. The liturgical forms and Church
Order are clear in this requirement. There are very good biblical, pastoral,
and practical reasons to continue this practice. Allowing individuals to join
the congregation without these convictions will have many negative pastoral and
practical consequences. Let us highlight a few of them.
(a) Biblical, Pastoral and Practical Considerations
When congregations allow members to join who cannot assent to the
doctrines contained in our confessions it undermines the fellowship of the
congregation. We have already heard that membership in the local
congregation of the church is required by Scripture. We read, concerning the
church in Acts 2:42, that they continued in the Apostle’s doctrine, in fellowship, in
breaking of bread and in prayers. It is noteworthy that these aspects of the
church are joined together. In other words, they broke bread (Lord’s Supper) and
continued in the Apostle’s doctrine. There is surely significance to the fact that
these elements are joined together. It teaches us that there is complete
fellowship when there is also agreement of doctrine. It is for that reason that our
confessions are together titled the Three Forms of Unity, because they
emphasize what we have in common as members of one congregation, as
denomination, and also as reformed churches! Therefore, to have true complete
Christian fellowship is to agree in what our LORD requires of us to believe.
When there is compromise of this by allowing those with conflicting views to be
members of our congregations the fellowship is weakened. It also will have the
practical effect of creating a two-tiered membership within the congregation.
When those who hold to differing views can join the reformed witness of
the congregation is compromised. The church loses its identity as a truly
reformed congregation when members represent varying views in conflict with
our confession. The church is not merely ‘what it confesses officially’ but
primarily what its members confess corporately. In fact, the church is its
membership, not an organization or structure independent of its members.
VanDellen and Monsma warn:
It should be plain however that a Church, if its members are
admitted without confessing the Reformed fundamentals, cannot
remain Reformed. After all the individual members, and not the
clergy and the eldership, constitute the Church. And the
confessional standards of a Church can only be Forms of Unity
when the membership confesses these standards. 14
14

VanDellen and Monsma, The Church Order Commentary, 251

100

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Acts

When those who hold views contrary to our confessions can join then the
church loses its power and ability to pastorally admonish members. If there
is a place to be a member but without agreeing to a particular point of doctrine or
practice how can the elders discipline another member for the same sin? For
instance, if one can join without agreeing to our position on the Sabbath (Lord’s
Day 38, Church Order, Art.64, 67) how can we discipline another member who
works unlawfully on Sunday? Over time, the effectiveness of the elders to
address any practice in the congregation will be reduced to the lowest common
denominator rather than the objective standard of our confessions. Again,
Monsma and VanDellen state:
If the members of a Church do not confess its standards to be
biblical the Church loses its power and also its raison d’etre. (reason
for existence) A Church which does not require of its members that
they agree with its doctrinal tenets opens the doors to those who
advocate false doctrines; heresy is bound to enter in, and eventually
modernism may even predominate. 15
The effects of this will result in slowly reducing the confession of the
congregation.
(b) Some Potential Objections Answered
If we believe that those coming to us are Christians, aren’t we obligated to
accommodate them and allow them to be members of our congregation?
Brantford mentions this in their overture when stating:
We therefore believe that all Christians are duty bound to join
themselves to a local church. (Belgic Confession Article 28) Joining
includes placing oneself under the authority of church elders, “Obey
them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they
watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may
do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”
(Hebrews 13:17) The logical corollary to this is that churches are in
duty bound to bring into the fold those believers that seek to be
joined to them.
However, we believe that the confession is right in placing the responsibility on
the individual Christian to join a church which is biblical. This does not mean that
a church is required to accommodate each individual person’s belief.
If we refuse someone membership in the congregation aren’t we saying
that they aren’t Christians by refusing full fellowship with them? Van Dellen
and Monsma have some wise words in answer to this objection:
… this consistent position of our Churches does not spell injustice
toward any child of God. They who do not agree with us should
simply seek and join a Church with which they are agreed. Let one
15

VanDellen and Monsma, The Church Order Commentary, 251
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who is methodistic in doctrine join a Methodist Church. Let one who
is baptistic in doctrine affiliate with a Baptist Church, etc. 16
Again, this highlights that every individual Christian is duty bound to join
themselves to a congregation that is faithful according to Scripture.
VII.
Pastoral Care for Christians from Other Backgrounds
Now do we have an obligation to those who come to us from various
backgrounds? How should we respond to them when they come to us having
differing views contrary to our confessions? How are we to approach those who,
while confessing Christians, have not made a confession of the reformed faith?
Our obligation is to disciple them by teaching and example. Now, this assumes
that they are teachable. If they come with the spirit of humility desiring to walk in
the ways of the Lord they will have a teachable spirit. If they are persistently
arrogant and unteachable we can only inform them that, if they would be willing
you would teach them, but since they seem unteachable, it would be best for
them to go to a church that is consistent with their views. Those individuals who
are unteachable are often quite vocal regarding their views and so can be
disruptive to the congregation.
In discipling them remember that the Three Forms of Unity are documents that
were largely created with the intention of instruction and are well formatted for
that very purpose. This instruction might be in the context of special visits made
by the pastor and/or elders, or else it might be attendance in a regular
‘confession of faith’ class which are held regularly in the congregation.
The length and extent of their instruction would be determined by the elders who
in turn would ascertain what the applicant knows about the Reformed faith and
still needs to learn about it. This is what article 82 of the Church Order requires.
In some cases, the time of formal instruction may be very brief because they are
very studious or else the divergences are relatively minor. However, in other
cases it may be longer because of their ignorance or they have serious questions
about some points of doctrine.
In this instruction, our aim is always to ensure that the applicant for membership
is fully able, according to his ability, to assent to the Three Forms of Unity. If they
come from a non-reformed background they may be required to make a
confession of the reformed faith when they are accepted as members. Whether
this is done only in the presence of the consistory or also as a public profession
remains at the discretion of the consistory.
Now assenting to the Three Forms of Unity does not mean that a person
understands all the finer points of doctrine, or is able to articulate them perfectly.
Not all will be able to gain a full theological insight into the meaning of our
creeds. Nor does the requirement to assent to the Three Forms of Unity
16

VanDellen and Monsma, The Church Order Commentary, 252
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necessarily mean that all their questions have been fully answered. However, it
does mean that they know them sufficiently that they can assent to them as
accurately reflecting the Word of God and willingly submit their lives to them. We
should not require more from members who come to us from outside the
reformed faith than we do from our own members by baptism at the time of
confession of faith.
What about those who are ‘convinced’ in their views – i.e. Baptism? How do we
deal with them? If someone is convinced that their views are biblical and there
have been numerous attempts to show them differently, but they persist in their
position, it would be best to encourage them to attend a church that agrees with
their convictions. The Belgic Confession clearly lays this obligation upon them.
Are we to accommodate? Would the Baptist church accommodate to our
position? A consistent credo-Baptist church would not allow us to become
members with them because in their view we are unbaptized. The reality is that
they cannot fully fellowship with us, since there is a confessional difference in
their understanding of important doctrines taught in the Word of God, specifically
a difference about the Covenant, the Church and the administration of the
Sacrament of Baptism. Since our confessions take a specific stance on this
particular doctrine such an individual may not be accepted into membership.
There may be differences in the congregation regarding non-confessional
matters (doctrines not particularly noted in our confessions).
Pastoral wisdom is required in order to apply the principle of confessional
membership in a manner that is sensitive to the local context. We recognize that
congregations face these issues in different ways and that pastoral wisdom is
required. Assessing the difference between those who have differing views but
are of a teachable spirit and those who have differing views in which they are
settled requires a judgement that can’t be set by formula. The unity and
communion of a local congregation needs to be considered as consistories adapt
practices to welcome and integrate newcomers into the life of the congregation.
However, as it comes to the essence of this overture and its implications for our
church life together, your committee is of one mind: it would be neither prudent
nor consistent for us to create a second category of membership in our Church
Order and so, we recommend that Article 82 be maintained in its current form.
VIII.

Final Recommendations

1. That synod receives this report as the answer to Brantford’s 2015 overture.

2. Considering this report that synod decides to maintain the current wording of
Article 82 of our Church Order.
3. That consistories consider developing pastoral ways of discipling Christians
who come from other backgrounds so they can equip them to make
confession of the Reformed faith.
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Addendum 1 – Brantford 2015 Overture Re: Article 82
Grace FREE REFORMED CHURCH
17 Patterson Avenue Brantford, Ontario N3S 6W8
To Synod 2015
April 20, 2015
Overture C.O. Article 82B
Esteemed Brothers,
Observing that various approaches have been utilized in our churches in regards
to receiving members from other churches as members of our congregations,
 Recognizing the challenges associated with applying confessional
membership to our current context in North America,
 Desiring that we apply biblical principles to the process of receiving
members from other churches, and
 Seeking to achieve consistency among our churches regarding the
manner in which we receive members from other churches,
 The Consistory of Brantford overtures Synod 2015 to amend Article
82.B. of the Church Order to read as follows:
When members of other churches come to our churches, the
Consistory shall make inquiry whether the Confession that they
have made is in accordance with the Three Forms of Unity. The
Consistory, with the advice of Combined Consistories concerning
each particular case, shall use its discretion in accepting as
members those that do not fully subscribe to the Three Forms of
Unity.
(Currently, the article reads: When members of other denominations come to our
churches, the Consistory shall make inquiry whether the Confession that they
have made is in accordance with the Three Forms of Unity.)
Background
The past few years have seen a number of cases where Free Reformed
congregations have taken in as members (or "associate" members) believers
who do not fully subscribe to the Three Forms of Unity. With the growth in the
availability of Reformed literature and the "New Reformed" movement, increasing
numbers of Christians from various backgrounds are now attending historic
Reformed churches and requesting membership. Varied levels of confessional
subscription seem to have lead either to "partially confessing" members, or even
an innovative category of membership known colloquially in some churches as
"associate membership." There is lack of clarity on how to proceed with
membership applications from those that differ on arguably minor issues such as
feast days or the establishment principle (Belgic Confession Article 36), as well
as those that are uncertain about larger issues such as end times views and
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credo-baptism. We believe that Article 82. B. of the church order should be
amended to provide adequate guidance for consistories regarding this matter.
The article, as it now stands, may allow a practice where the process of inquiry,
regardless of its findings, satisfies the requirement for membership as long as
issues have come to light. We believe that the churches would be better served
by a more explicit statement that guides consistories in making such decisions.
Biblical Principles
As churches, we must recognize that every true Christian is a member of the
church of Jesus Christ, “we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one
members one of another.” (Romans 12:5) The Bible assumes church
membership when it teaches that the church has the authority to cast out those
members that live in sin, “... if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if
he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax
collector. “Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” (Matthew 18:17–18) The community of Christians is such that we
cannot live without one another, “there should be no schism in the body; but that
the members should have the same care one for another. And whether one
member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all
the members rejoice with it.” (1 Corinthians 12:25–26) Those that forsake the
gathering together of the assembly will find themselves under “a certain fearful
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation.” (Hebrews 10:25-27)
We therefore believe that all Christians are duty bound to join themselves to a
local church. (Belgic Confession Article 28) Joining includes placing oneself
under the authority of church elders, “Obey them that have the rule over you, and
submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account,
that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”
(Hebrews 13:17) The logical corollary to this is that churches are in duty bound to
bring into the fold those believers that seek to be joined to them. If a church holds
off a member without a weighty cause, they leave an individual outside of the
protection of church discipline. In continental Reformed history it has been the
norm to have mature and established congregations built up in numbers primarily
by family growth. The culture was such that it was reasonable to expect all
members to confess adherence to the Three Forms of Unity, as they were a wellknown systematic force that shaped the nation and culture significantly.
Practical Considerations
The situation in North America is changing rapidly, and is already much different
than even a few decades ago. Society, and the broader church, seem to be
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slipping away rapidly from the truth, to the point that many are deceived or know
little about the gospel. Yet, conservative Reformed churches are increasingly
engaged in domestic missions: there has been an increase in church planting,
street preaching, literature distribution, mission works, etc. These denominations
are some of the few in North America that are seeing modest rates of growth.
The reality is that whether one is a new convert, or has been convicted that they
must leave an errant church, they usually come to our churches with significant
“religious baggage.” Some come with influence from Roman Catholic errors,
charismatic errors, or many of the ungodly lies that Satan spreads throughout our
culture. Others are moving from the errors of Arminianism to Calvinism, and from
adult baptism to infant, which may take years, if not decades of prayerful study.
We are thankful when we see that the most serious errors which deal with core
gospel truths often fall away quite quickly. But the reality is that issues such as
covenant theology and eschatology take more time to understand.
In many cases, the irony is that these visitors, even in their limited understanding,
seem to subscribe more fully to the three forms of unity than many in the existing
confessional membership who quietly, or not so quietly, FRCNA Synod 2015 harbour errant views on issues such as baptism, the Sabbath, antinomianism in
general, or smaller matters such as the establishment principle. The visitors are
listening to and reading solid reformed literature, and growing in their
understanding, while the existing membership embraces the radio, book, and
internet teaching of arminians, prosperity preachers, and antinomians. We may
place pressure on someone coming from the outside to “dot every i, and cross
every t” while a proportion of those on the inside do not. This may open the
church to charges of hypocrisy and partisanship.
The difficulty is in how a local Reformed church should relate to people that are
on this path, and at what point they should be accepted as members of the
congregation. There are increasing numbers of visitors that feel themselves at
home in a Reformed church, and that appreciate Free Reformed preaching. Yet it
may take some years before they can with all honesty subscribe fully to the
Three Forms of unity. They are, so to speak, in the merge lane and moving
closer, but in their consciences are not yet able to subscribe 100% to the Three
Forms of Unity. In this time of transition, they realize the need to be members of
the church, and the need to contribute as they are able, to the church. They find
themselves in a bind, as they ought not to partake of the Lord's Supper without
being under the authority of the elders, and yet they ought to partake if they are
true believers. It is not healthy or scriptural to hold these individuals at a distance.
Guidelines
Therefore, we propose that the Free Reformed Churches, at the discretion of the
Consistory and with notice and an explanation of their rationale to the Combined
Consistories, be able to welcome such individuals as members of the church if:
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1. They confess an understanding of their sin and depravity, their personal faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, the one way of salvation, and a desire to live
a fruitful Christian life out of thankfulness for so great a salvation.
2. They have attended Lord’s Day worship faithfully for some months and have
shown evidence of growth in grace, truth, knowledge, and fellowship with the
body.
3. They subscribe to the ancient creeds and do not hold to errors in regard to
Trinitarian doctrines, the doctrines of grace, or antinomianism.
4. They show evidence that they are continuing and hope to continue in good
conscience to grow closer to full confessional subscription over time.
5. They understand that the elders, being faithful in their work, will repeatedly
teach them and remind them of their areas of weakness. If they have young
unbaptized children, they will be regularly reminded of the danger of a testimony
of covenant unfaithfulness and neglect of the sacraments.
6. Their differences in doctrinal understanding will necessitate that, regardless of
their gifts, they will not be eligible for office of elder or deacon, or be able to teach
in any capacity in the church, until such time as they can subscribe fully and
wholeheartedly to the confessions. As their convictions will ordinarily render them
inconsistent in voting for confessional office bearers that differ in doctrine from
them, these members must understand that they ordinarily will not be eligible to
vote for office bearers, unless it is determined by consistory on an individual
basis that their doctrinal differences are of such a minor degree that this
restriction is unnecessary.
7. They understand that proving to have an unteachable or divisive spirit may
lead to the necessity for church discipline. Though they are at liberty to ask
questions and discuss doctrine, they must promise not to promote divisiveness,
teach error, or publicly contradict the confessions of the church.
8. The elders are careful to ensure that while such Christians are to be welcomed
with open arms, and loved as brothers, they are also faithful in teaching sound
doctrine so that a spirit of relativism is not fostered in the congregation.
In Christ's service,
The Consistory of Grace Free Reformed Church, Brantford
Ed Laman, Chairman Jerry Benjamins, Clerk
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Addendum 2 - Several Articles of Synod of Middelburg(1581)
1. Omdat de dienaren van de kerk en de herders schuldig zijn om de
sacramenten naar Gods Woord te bedienen, en hun ook toekomt aan God
rekenschap te geven over de zielen van hun kudde, zo volgt daaruit, dat zij in
hun kudde moeten onderkennen wie er toe nemen, en wie niet toe nemen, wie er
ten Avondmaal behoren te gaan, wie niet. Daarom komt het onderzoek van hen,
die ten Avondmaal gaan ten dele toe aan de herders, ten dele aan hen die ten
Avondmaal begeren te gaan.
2. Omdat de sacramenten door God zijn ingesteld, en vooral het Avondmaal des
Heren een zeker getuigenis zijn van onze gemeenschap met Christus en zijn
gemeente, die zijn lichaam is, zo moet men naar de aard van de christelijke
liefde en naar de regel van het geloof oordelen, dat degenen, die de
sacramenten gebruiken, met meer recht als lidmaten van de kerk van Christus
beschouwd moeten worden, dan zij, die wel in de kerk blijvend, en de
sacramenten niet verachtende, deze toch niet gebruiken. Daarom is zulk een
onderscheid ook niet voor bijgelovigheid te houden.
3. Omdat de ordening en discipline van de gehele kerk van God gemaakt moet
worden door de kerken in ''t gemeen, hetzij door henzelf, hetzij door zekere
personen, daartoe gedeputeerd, zo moet het van waarde zijn en ook gehouden
worden wat de kerk op deze wijze verordineerd heeft tot op de tijd, waarin de
kerk zelf vastgesteld uit redenen, ervaring of gebruik, dat zij niet dienstig zijn voor
de kerk en daarom veranderd behoren te worden. Onder de naam van kerk
verstaan wij hier niet alleen de afzonderlijke vromen en de kerkeraad, maar ook
de magistraat, die van de gereformeerde religie belijdenis doet, als een
voornaam lidmaat ervan.
4. Het is de taak van de godvruchtige magistraat, om de kerkelijke orde, door de
kerken te voren vastgesteld (tenzij er iets wettelijk in te misprijzen zou zijn) te
sanctioneren en deze met haar gezag te doen uitvoeren. Aan deze orde moet
een ieder zich onderwerpen totdat door een andere synode iets in deze orde zal
veranderd zijn.
5. Omdat de Heilige Schrift en de Artikelen van het geloof niet alleen in woorden,
maar in de zin en in de leer bestaat, zo kan men van niemand zeggen, dat hij
met ons in de Artikelen van het geloof overeenstemt, indien hij met behoud van
alleen de woorden van de Artikelen van het geloof, nochtans de leer, die in die
Artikelen is begrepen, verloochent en in twijfel trekt, wanneer zij recht en naar de
analogie of regel van het geloof wordt uitgelegd. Daarom behoort zo iemand met
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ons (met wie hij in het geloof niet één is) niet aan het Avondmaal toegelaten te
worden. Hoewel wij menen, dat in velen wel enige zwakheid verdragen zal
mogen worden, indien er maar geen sprake is van hardnekkigheid.
[Attributed to Caspar Coolhaes, undersigned by him and dated: 16 June 1581]
[of interest to our question is Article 5]
5. Because Holy Scripture and the Articles of Faith do not consist merely in
words but in meaning and in doctrine, therefore one cannot say of anyone, that
he is in agreement with us regarding the Articles of Faith, while maintaining just
the words of the Articles of Faith, nevertheless he denies the doctrine which is
contained in the words of the Articles, and questions, when it is rightly and
according to the analogy or rule of faith expounded. Therefore, such a person
cannot be admitted to join in Lord’s Supper with us (with whom he is not one in
the faith). While we believe that in many there will be various weaknesses which
may be tolerated, provided there be no evidence of hard-heartedness.

Addendum 3 - Church Order of Dordrecht 1619
Kerkorde Dordrecht (1619) Art. 61
Vande Leere, Sacramenten ende andere Ceremonien
Artikel 61
Men sal niemandt ten Avontmael des Heeren toelaten / dan die na der
ghewoonheydt der Kercken / tot de welck hy hem voeght / belijdenisse der
Ghereformeerde Religie gedaen heeft / mitsgaders hebende ghetuyghenisse
eens vromen wandels / sonder welcke oock de ghene die uyt andere Kercken
comen / niet zullen toegelaten worden.
Translation: No one shall be admitted to the Lord’s Supper / but those who
according to the custom of the Church / to which he has joined himself / has
made confession of the Reformed Religion / as well as having a reputation of a
pious walk of life / without which also those who come from other Churches /
shall not be admitted.
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C2: Ethical Public Affairs Committee Report
To Synod 2017 of the Free Reformed Churches of North America
Esteemed brothers:
The Ethical Public Affairs (EPA) Committee reports the following:
1.0

The EPA Committee met twice during the past year, October 27, 2016
and on April 8, 2017. The current members of the EPA Committee are
Dr. L. Bilkes, Dr. J. Hamstra, Dr. G. Kenyon, Dr. E. Nieuwenhuis, Mr. T.
Postma, Rev. R VanDoodewaard.

2.0

The following items are brought to the attention of the 2017 Synod:
2.1
The EPA Committee has completed the second section of its
document, Resources for Office-Bearers in Dealing with Bio-Ethical
Questions. This section articulates principles and key considerations
about the end of life. The document will be further developed next year to
include considerations dealing with brain death and transplants. The
EPA Committee requests Synod approval of this document. The intent is
to place it on the website alongside the previously approved Section 1,
which deals with principles and key considerations about the beginning
of life (incl. IVF).
2.2.
The EPA Committee recommends two books for background
reading:
Christopher Bogosh: Compassionate Jesus (Reformation
Heritage Books, 2013). The author met the main purpose for
writing his book, which he states as follows:
In this book, I will show repeatedly how a biblical approach to
medical science conflicts with modern medicine and how this
poses serious challenges for Christians today. Both the world
view of modern medicine and Christianity offer definitions of our
humanity, explain why we get sick and die, hold out healing and
hope, and speak about the hereafter, but because the
foundations for their belief systems are completely different, they
cannot help but clash. As with all things in the world, Christians
need to “walk circumspectly” (Eph. 5:15) and not be led astray
through “philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition
of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not
according to Christ” (Col. 2:8). This is no less true when
Christians engage in the world of modern medicine.
John R. Ling: Bioethical Issues - Understanding and Responding
to the Culture of Death (Day One Publications, 2014). An EPA
Committee member wrote the following:

110

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Acts

John Ling wrote this book to provide Christians with the biblical
basis for understanding past, current and future bioethical
issues, especially as they relate to human medicine. The book’s
second aim is to get the reader to respond by thinking, speaking
and acting about these bioethical issues. The book is intended to
be an entry-level book or a primer on bioethical issues. By and
large the author has succeeded with his goals. Issues discussed
include, abortion, IVF, surrogacy, human embryo
experimentation, human cloning, prenatal diagnosis, stem-cell
technologies, human genetic engineering, designer babies,
infanticide, assisted suicide, euthanasia, the culture of death, the
value of human life and more.
Joel R. Beeke says, “John Ling’s Bioethical Issues is a welcome
help to navigate these dangerous waters, offering a map of
current medical options, and a compass of wisdom to discern
what is right.”

3.0

2.3

For the coming year, the EPA Committee plans to closely
examine the debate surrounding “snowflake babies” or in-vitro
embryo adoption. Other topics to consider may include assisted
suicide, euthanasia and gender identity.

2.4

The membership terms of Dr. Hamstra and Dr. Kenyon have
concluded and each brother is willing to continue for another
term. Rev. H. Bergsma was unable to serve on the committee
and asked to be discontinued as a member. The EPA Committee
accepted his request and has decided to not recommend a
replacement to the Synod.

Recommendations to the Synod:
3.1
3.2
3.3

To reappoint Drs. J. Hamstra and G. Kenyon for a term of 3
years.
To approve Section 2 of the Resources for Office-Bearers
Document.
To approve the actions of the EPA Committee.

Respectfully submitted,
Ted J. Postma, Secretary
Ethical Public Affairs Committee
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The Ethical and Public Affairs Committee of the Free Reformed Churches
of North America
RESOURCES FOR OFFICE-BEARERS IN DEALING WITH BIO-ETHICAL
QUESTIONS
SECTION TWO
Principles dealing with the end of life on this earth:
1. The life of each human person / human being begins at the moment of
conception.
2.

Human being from conception have an immaterial soul and a physical
body, (Gen 2:7, Ps 16:9, 31:9, 63:1, 84:2, Prov 14:30).

3.

Each human person is uniquely created in the image of God, and is given a
divine mandate to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth (Gen 1:26-28).

4.

When Adam and Eve sinned, death resulted, leaving the image of God in
them broken and distorted. This brokenness is passed on to all their
descendants. We are all corrupt, being conceived and born in sin.

5.

As a consequence of sin, the immortal, immaterial soul of each person,
from the moment of conception is dead in sin (1 Cor 15:22, Eph 2:1, Ps 51).
Each soul, because it is dead in sin by nature, can be made alive (born
again). This is a sovereign act of grace by the Triune God. This must take
place before the physical body dies. After the death of the body, there can
be no change in the state of a person’s soul (Matt 1:21, Eph 2:1, Acts 2:24,
Luke 16, 26).

6.

As a consequence of sin, our physical bodies on this earth die (Rom 5:12,
Ps 116:3, 1Cor 15:55, Prov 13:14).

7.

Only God knows the precise moment when a person’s life begins and when
it ends. By observation, it is possible to say that signs of life are present or
absent. This is true both of bodily life and spiritual life. Yet whether life truly
exists or has ended is only known to God (Eccl 12:7, Eccl 3:19-21). There
is comfort in the truth that the timing of the end of a person’s life on earth is
according to God’s sovereign will (HC Q&A 1).

8.

When the body dies, the soul and body separate. At the moment of death,
the body returns to the dust of the earth and the soul goes to God: the born
again soul into God’s presence and the spiritually dead soul reserved for
judgment.

9.

The philosophical concept that the mind and the body are separate does
not have scriptural basis. The human being is described as a unified,
interactive whole, of body and mind, where soul and mind are one and the
same (Gen 1:26, Gen 5, Gen 9:5-6, Ecclesisiastes 12:6- 7). The Bible
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makes no reference to living bodies that have been separated from their
souls. But death has come as a consequence of sin (Rom 5:1, 1Cor 15: 22,
49).
10. Even after life on earth ends, Christ and the prophets address even lifeless
bodies as persons (Luke 7:12-15, 8:54-55, John 11:11-14).
11. The soul and body, which are temporarily separated at the moment of
death of the body, will be re-united on the Last Day. This is true for every
human being ever created.
12. Following the resurrection, each person, body and soul, will be judged by
God (2Cor 5:10).
13. The sixth commandment prohibits murder. Human life is a gift of God
(1Peter 3:7). It is precious, sacrosanct and bears God’s image. This
commandment prohibits all biblically unlawful action or inaction intended to
end a person’s life, and forbids all things that unnecessarily risk ending a
person’s life.
14. Human life needs special care. God calls us to be good stewards of His
creation and this includes loving ourselves and our neighbor. In this, we
are also called to follow the ways of Jesus, who had compassion on the
weak, the vulnerable, the disabled, and on His fellow citizens. With respect
to medical illness this includes:
a) promoting life not death, health not sickness;
b) suffering with and caring for those who suffer, including caring
for them spiritually as well;
c) caring compassionately even when there is no cure;
d) striving in all aspects of life, including severe, incapacitating,
even terminal illness, and to humbly submit to the Father’s
revealed will.
Key considerations:
The following considerations are intended to address issues that arise around
end of life decision making in areas like: palliative care, living wills, withdrawal of
treatment, organ donation, suicide and euthanasia. We hope that guidance for
each of these issues can be found in these principles and considerations. They
can also speak to the way we care for our bodies and the bodies of others in
areas like our involvement in risky behavior and in making decisions about which
treatments and therapies to use. These considerations are not exhaustive. The
details of each situation will be different. Seek wise counsel from several godly
people.
1) The life of a human being has inherent value on the basis of its creation in the
image of God. A person’s functional capacity has no bearing on his or her value.
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For instance, the life of a two day old embryo or a severely brain injured adult
has as much value and worth as a fully-abled adult.
2) A person is guilty of violating the sixth commandment when the death of
another person was intentionally advanced by means of negligence or deliberate
action. One’s motivation or intent is of the utmost importance. For example,
medications given to alleviate pain can slow breathing, which may lead to death.
However, if the intent is to alleviate pain, and care is taken to preserve life, this is
not a violation of the sixth commandment.
3) There are times when it is lawful to cause the death of another human being.
These include self-defense, capital punishment and protection of life (i.e. during
war, abortion of a tubal pregnancy in order to preserve the life of the mother). In
all these circumstances, the inherent ethic is one that recognizes each life as
having great intrinsic value.
4) The sixth commandment also prohibits exposing ourselves or others to
unnecessary risks to our lives. Making this determination requires great wisdom
as there are certain lawful callings which, in the course of their fulfillment, may
expose a person to a great deal of harm. This would include police officers,
military personnel and others who are called to serve their neighbours while
jeopardizing their own safety.
5) Suicide is a transgression of the sixth commandment. It is not the
unpardonable sin (Matt 12:31-32).
6) After the end of one’s life on earth, the body should be treated with dignity and
respect. See Appendix 1 regarding comments about cremation.
7) Desiring the end of one’s life or the end of a loved one’s life is not necessarily
wrong (Phil 1:21-25). We must, however, submit to the Lord’s sovereignty over
the time of one’s death.
8) Using all means to postpone the end of life on this earth may be wrong. Doing
so may reflect self-love/idolatry. It may also limit the care that our neighbours
can receive. These situations are not easily identified or dealt with; prayer and
discernment are necessary.
a) Many medical therapies exist that strive to prolong and sustain life. These
include mechanical ventilation, support of blood pressure or heartbeat, etc.
Deciding when to begin or when to discontinue these therapies requires wisdom.
Some considerations:
i) What is the natural course of this illness/condition?
(1) Is the need for life support expected to be temporary (temporary
infection verses lung cancer)? In general, if there is an expectation that the
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need for life support will be temporary, it is reasonable to consider initiating
it.
(2) In some cases feeding tubes can be legitimately initiated and used in
the long term.
(3) It may not always be clear, especially in the early stages of critical
illness, what the natural course will be. In such situations, we should act to
promote and preserve life.
ii) What are my motivations for initiating/discontinuing care?
iii) How will initiating or discontinuing care impact the interaction between
God and the one receiving the care?
iv) What harm could I do to my neighbor by initiating/discontinuing care? For
instance, some treatments can only be done at great cost. When deciding on
treatment, we should consider to what extent we are promoting our own life or
the life of our loved one at the expense of the health and lives of other people.
v) Physical healing is not the ultimate purpose of our life on this earth.
Neither is it to attempt to avoid all suffering. There may be sanctification in
suffering (James 1).
(1) The sixth commandment positively prescribes that we promote life. To
this end, we ought to care for each person (including our own bodies) in a
way that strives to maintain the person’s ability to have fellowship with God,
their neighbor and themselves. Knowing how to do so requires wisdom.
Some considerations include:
(a) We should avoid unhealthy ways of living and unnecessary risky
activities. The Bible does not dictate exercise programs or a particular
diet. Many lifestyle choices fall within the realm of Christian liberty. God
has given us the wisdom of the age to help assist us. We must
however, realize that science, unlike scripture, is fallible and that
scientific ‘truth’ will change.
(b) God has throughout the ages ordained means that we might use to
care for our bodies. It would be wise to use such means, including
medications, surgery and other morally acceptable therapies to care
for our bodies. Our reliance and confidence must always be in God.
See Appendix 2 for comments about questionable therapies.
(c) When a person is terminally ill, or the end of life on earth seems
close, care should still be provided. He/she should be offered nutrition,
fluids, pain control, nursing care, relief of stress for the individual and
his/her family. A key element of this care should include spiritual care
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that prepares the person and the family for the end of life. At this time
in life, advanced directives may play a role (please see discussion
below).
(d) Often when a person is seriously ill or near the end of life, his/her
ability to communicate with others and God may be seriously limited.
This may be due to the illness itself or the treatments administered.
Spiritual care must continue to be provided for only God sees the soul.
(e) As death gets closer, it is common for many physical conditions to
have associated pain and/or agitation. It may be difficult to determine
what the cause is of someone’s agitation. It is possible that your loved
one’s agitation may reflect an attempt to communicate with God and/or
family. Spiritual care, such as reading scripture, singing and prayer
are always beneficial in these situations. Medications may be used to
help relieve pain and distress but let us remember some distress is
best managed by spiritual means. Considering how difficult it can be to
communicate in the last hour/days of many terminal illnesses, should
lead us to encourage people not to wait to strive for right relationship
with God and others.
(2) Since end of life decisions can come upon us suddenly, we are
encouraged, with our brothers and sisters in Christ, to try to examine
various end-of-life questions before we are faced with them. The prevailing
medical view regarding the end of life is different than the biblical view. We
must therefore be cautious to examine any medical counsel through the
lens of scripture.
(a) The Lord is the Giver and Taker of life. Therefore, the timing of
one’s death is in the Lord’s hand. Even when the world pressures us
to make decisions quickly, let us take time to pray and to seek godly
counsel.
(b) If we are counselled to withdraw life sustaining therapy, we should
always ask why. A prevailing worldview in medicine is that some lives
are less valuable and therefore less worthy of protection. It is this ethic
what has led to legalization of physician assisted death.
(c) Durable Power of Attorney for Healthcare/Living Wills are legitimate
vehicles for people to attempt to ensure that decisions, made near the
end of their time on earth, reflect the biblical ethic rather than that of
the world. Generally, directives should support the preservation of the
life of the living, and not to prolonging a person’s terminal, irreversible
and imminent process of dying. When in doubt we should act to
preserve life. See Appendix 3 concerning more advanced directives.
b) We need to be careful to evaluate each medical procedure on its own merit.
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Organ donation/transplantation is a medical procedure that has raised questions.
i) Not all organ donation is the same. As with most of what the world offers,
there are aspects of it we should embrace and those we should not.
ii) Some organs and tissues can be taken from clearly dead donors, where all
breathing, all circulation, and all brain activity have clearly stopped for long
enough so that there is no chance of resuscitation. These include corneas,
bone, skin but practically only corneas are obtained from clearly dead donors.
iii) Many organs can only be taken from people whose bodies are alive.
These include, heart, liver, lung, pancreas, most kidneys, hands, feet, and
other body parts.
iv) Some vital organs can be removed and donated without the death of the
donor’s body and with no violation of the sixth commandment. These include,
one kidney, part of a lung, part of the liver, blood products, and bone marrow.
v) Removal of some vital organs (heart, lung, whole liver) necessarily results
in the death of the donor’s body.
vi) A number of approaches are used to procure the living bodies needed to
make organs available for transplantation:
(1) - from volunteers who allow organs to be removed from their bodies
with expectation they remain alive. Some organs cannot be obtained
this way.
Those on waiting lists for organs are generally waiting for organs
from individuals who are declared brain dead or after cardiac
death (both described below).
(2) - from those who are declared brain dead. These people are kept
alive on life support. Life support includes assisted breathing and
medications to maintain circulation. The heart generally continues to
beat on its own. Life support is continued until after the organ
removal operation is near completion. Then life support is withdrawn
and undeniable death follows.
(a) The committee has spent time on the issues surrounding a
diagnosis of brain death and we are not prepared to say more but
hope to in the future.
(3) - from donations after cardiac death. Individuals, who are kept alive
on life support, are taken to an operating room where life support is
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withdrawn. Once there is no sign of breathing or heart beat the
organs are harvested.
(a) The time from the last heart beat to organ retrieval must be
short or the organs suffer too much damage to be useful. To
increase organ viability, the length of time from the last heart
beat until death is declared has been decreasing, even down to
2 minutes.
(b) Some people are concerned organs may be removed before
death has truly occurred.
(c) Will life support be withdrawn prematurely in order to allow for
organ donation?
(4) - there is a movement away from requiring a diagnosis of death
before proceeding with organ retrieval.
(a) Some physicians, recognizing that “brain dead” is not a
certain diagnosis of death, have recommended that death not be
required for organ removal.
(b) Now with “assisted death” (euthanasia) some are
recommending that organ retrieval be done in conjunction with it.
(vii) We live in a fallen world which embraces non biblical ideas and
increasingly embrace death. We need to prayerfully consider the paths ahead
before embracing any of these paths.
(viii) Some have asked, “May Christians donate organs to others in need, even
when this may hasten his/her death?” This can be analogous to laying down
one’s life for another, as seen in John 15:13. Laying down one’s life by donating
organs that necessarily result in death of the body, cannot be done in isolation. It
requires the activity of others to remove the organs, making them complicit in the
resulting death. Risking one’s life by donating kidney, part liver, part lung, can
show a willingness to lay down one’s life and the aim of those involved is to
preserve the life of the donor. See Appendix 4 for a brief elaboration on organ
transplants as an act of love.
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APPENDIX A re. Cremation
We recommend the following two articles:
Rev. Kranendonk:
http://reformedresource.net/index.php/ethics/burialcremation/120-burial-orcremation.html
Rev. Malcolm Watts:
http://reformedresource.net/index.php/ethics/burialcremation/152-burial-orcremation-part-2.html
The only points that could be further explored in addition to those resources are
more philosophical:
First, we ought to be careful about not believing in a duality of body and soul,
which cremation tends to indicate. Cremation fits in a worldview where physical
creation is seen as intrinsically evil, and the ultimate goal is to "rise above"
creation and seek deification. Cremation communicates that the body is
disposable, and unimportant. Burial recognizes that the human body is an
originally good part of God's creation, that is intrinsic to our identity, and that it
awaits the resurrection. It is an act of faith in the almighty Creator and
Redeemer. Biblically speaking, after death, your body is still your body, it still
relates to the person, and your wishes for that body are important.
Second, we should be very careful not to reason our ethics from extreme
exceptions, (e.g. Ebola, plague) and then use that exceptional circumstance as a
starting point to rationalize a change to our ordinary testimony in burial as
Christians. One would prefer that the body of a family member were still buried in
the case of Ebola, and request that a Christian burial be performed. But one
would understand, and acquiesce to cremation, if authorities and medical experts
insisted, out of love for my neighbour and respect for authorities. As an example,
we do not rationalize that abortion is acceptable in all cases simply because we
may allow for it in the case of a tubal pregnancy where the death of the mother
may be imminent.
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APPENDIX B: re. Questionable Therapies
The following was included in a response to a request for guidance in
approaching Christian brothers and sisters when we are concerned about their
involvement in questionable alternative therapies. These considerations are
applicable to all therapies we are faced with.
1) In all matters of medicine, the blessing of the Lord must be sought above all.
We learn from 2 Chronicles 15:12 that King Asa did not seek the Lord during
his disease but sought only physicians. Asa placed his focus and “comfort”
on physicians. What is the focus of those who indulge in the therapy in
question? Is there a dependency on God at all to provide for one’s health
needs? If so, why engage in dubious or suspicious practices?
2) James 5:14 exhorts the sick to call on the elders for prayer and for anointing
with oil. There is historical evidence that oil was one of the most highly
regarded ancient medicines. This passage suggests three things:
a) medical needs and applications must be accompanied with prayer;
b) medical resources must be reliable, authentic and deemed acceptable by
society as a whole;
c) remedies and practices are not separated from the outpouring of one’s
faith in God.
3) Here are some other questions to think about. (Most of these are from a
book by Dr.Nolan Byles, entitled the High Cost of Holistic Healing, pp.
26&27.)
a) Is the practice consistent with biblical teaching? Does it harmonize with
what the Bible says about health and healing? Does the practice dabble
with the metaphysical?
b) Does the practice or remedy make sense scientifically? Where scientific
research provides no physical explanation, the possibility of mysterious
energy or spiritual forces being involved is raised.
c) Does one’s spirit have reservations about a certain treatment? This may
be the Holy Spirit stirring or warning one’s inner being.
d) Does it feel like there are powers of darkness involved? Divination is
condemned by God.
e) Does the therapy involve altered states of consciousness? If so, one no
longer has control over his or her faculties.
f) Does the practitioner rely on a mysterious energy to pass through from
him to you? If it is mysterious, does that not alone warrant avoidance?
g) Does the practitioner refer to a mysterious energy that must be blocked
or balanced?
h) Is it based on New Age philosophy where man can heal himself?
i) Does it promote that the body is the total healer?
An example of such concern is Applied Kinesiology, where the patient or their
parent holds a substance in their hand. If the arm then lowers or raises
diagnostic decisions are made and therapies are recommended. The Lord has
given us wisdom to recognize that it is impossible physiologically for the contents
of a capsule in our outstretched hand to penetrate our skin, flow through the
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bloodstream and arrive at our brain to activate the nerves which activate the
muscles – all in an instant. There is no biological explanation for this. This raises
concerns that the 'energy' or 'force' at work in applied kinesiology may be a
spiritual one. Spirits that are not from God should be avoided (I John 4:1).
Brothers, we have attempted to outline some guidelines and we recognize that
the rationales may not be compelling enough for some to easily deter them from
the distortions that are associated with much of the alternative remedies. That
said, the Bible is clear when it says in 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22: “Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil.”
In Romans 16:19, the Apostle writes: “I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet
I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.”
A book to review: Byler, Dr Nolan, The High Cost of Holistic Healing: A concise
examination of alternative medicine practices and related issues (Ridgeway
Publishing, New York), pp. 26-27.)
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APPENDIX C: re. Advanced Directives
As and a Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care, given our responsibility to
love our neighbour, we should begin with the following foundation. We should only
ask of others things that are in keeping with the biblical ethic. We should attempt
to leave others the possibility of acting with a clear conscience before God while
at the same time honouring our requests.
Avoid writing detail for every possible circumstance you can think of and every
possible medical response. Write in general terms your desires for health care at
the end of life. It is common for people try to write exhaustive advanced
instructions, which often cause complications for the decision makers when end of
life comes. For example, suppose you write you never wish to be placed on a
respirator. Under certain circumstances being placed on a respirator is fairly
normal procedure and especially in the recovery area after surgery. If you have
written that directive and you were not able to participate in decision making for
surgery you leave the clinician and your decision maker in a difficult situation. It is
far better to write the broad areas and then discuss with your appointed decision
maker your preferences for treatment in different situations.
Remember the distinction between ordinary means and extraordinary (intrusive
means) varies greatly given the medical situation.
If it is possible choose an attending physician who shares your values and ethical
code. No matter how many specialists are brought into the situation, the attending
physician often has controlling clinical decision making on your behalf.
The most important decision of all is choosing your advocate. It is essential that
they hold your values and ethical code in order to apply your wishes to situations
not covered in the advanced directive. Sometimes family members do not share
such values and your moral code and you may need to choose an advocate from
the church to assure your biblical values are implemented.
A solution that is better than preparing an advance directive is to choose a godly
person and provide them with a durable power of attorney that gives them the
authority to make decisions for your care as they see fit before the Lord once you
are no longer able to do so. This ought to cover most conceivable decision-making
controversies that may arise. To do this may be uncomfortable for those of us who
desire to remain in control but submission to a person who loves the Lord and thus
has God the Holy Spirit within them is in keeping with the biblical ethic.
It can be important to be aware of the legislation that is in force where you live as
legislation may have an impact on the usefulness of the document you produce.
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APPENDIX D: re. Organ Transplants as an Act of Love
We do note that Paul in Galatians 4:15 writes: “I bear you record, that, if it had
been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them
to me.” The implication may be that in itself it is not unlawful to transplant a bodily
organ from a donor to a compatible recipient - particularly to transplant a paired
organ such as a kidney. The living related donor may be considered as
acceptable only if thorough examination has revealed no impairment of health,
excellent function of both paired organs. One may help another with what one
has received oneself, if only he thereby does not mutilate himself. The
responsibility for one’s own life implies that one may not cause mutilation to
oneself. It may be an act of love to donate one’s organ to meet a family
member’s need/survival or a neighbour’s need. Someone may wonder, ‘What if
one feels called to sacrifice one’s life for another?’ Paul writes in Romans 5:7:
“…Peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.” The Lord Jesus
says in John 15:13: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his
life for his friends.” In the context here this must refer primarily to the love of
Jesus as shown on the cross. The implication is that in our love for one another
we must be willing to deny ourselves. Walking in the footsteps of Christ, in
sacrificial love for a family member in need for survival, we may sacrifice a bodily
organ (cf Mark 8:34f).
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C3: Finance Committee Report
April 2017
Esteemed Brothers,
The Finance Committee met five times in the past year and would like to make
the following recommendations and report on the various matters for your
approval.
At our meeting we appointed the following officers: Gary Neven (Brantford) as
Chairman, Gerrit Kleyn (Grand Rapids) as Vice chairman, Alex Terlouw
(Vineland) as Secretary and Henry Berger (Hamilton) as treasurer. Brian
Bruinsma (Hamilton) and Karl Noordam (Abbotsford) also serve on the
committee.
We are now required to file a Charities Form annually with the Canada Customs
and Revenue Agency. In connection with this, we remind all the Committees to
forward their financial statements and a signed copy of the Review Program (as
approved by Synod 1997) to the Finance Committee by April 30th of each year.
We recommend that all of our Canadian churches join the Canadian Counsel of
Christian Charities, as this organization has proven to be a very valuable
resource for us. You can find them on the Internet at www.cccc.org.
We also provide for your information, a requirement for the deacons to issue
T5007 slips for benevolent payments made to individuals. All churches are
required to issue a T5007 slip when a series of payments are made which total
more than $500. For example, a single payment of $1,000 would not have to be
reported, but five payments of $200 each to one individual would. Churches are
required to file the slips and a summary with the Canada Customs and Revenue
Agency. The churches located in the USA should evaluate filing requirements in
their jurisdictions.
We also inform the churches that if they pay their members interest for loans,
Canada Revenue Agency requires that a T5 slip be issued.
For 2016, the Canadian Consumer Price Index (“CPI”) was 1.5% and the
American Consumer Price Index was 2.1%.
1. Ministers’ Emeritus Fund and RRSP’s:
The minister’s emeritus fund was designed to assist the congregations in
meeting the financial needs of their emeritus pastors. This amount is in addition
to the various government programs (i.e. CPP, OAS and Social Security) and
personal savings that a retired minister has accumulated.
Synod 2007 has approved that the assessment for the Emeritus Fund will
increase each year by the Consumer Price Index.
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The Ministers’ Emeritus Fund financial statements have been reviewed by Paul
Vandenberg (Hamilton) and by Tim Wolfe (Hamilton) and were found to be in
good order.
Synod 2016 requested the committee to update the Emeritus Policy and present
it to Synod 2017.
The Committee submits for your approval:
(a) Increase emeritus payments as follows:
Canadian ministers from C$28,187 to C$28,610, 65% of the
minimum recommended salary guideline as per Synod 2012
Canadian widows from C$21,683 to C$22,008, 50% of the
minimum recommended salary guideline as per Synod 2012
American ministers from US$27,758 to US$28,341
American widows from US$21,353 to US$21,801
(b) Increase the RRSP contributions, effective January 1, 2018, as
follows:
Canadian ministers from C$6,500 to C$6,598
American ministers from US$6,500 to US$6,637
(c) Increase the assessment for 2018 from C$35.00 to C$35.50 per
member, as per the CPI.
(d) Approve the attached financial statements for the year 2016.
(e) That the policy update be held over to Synod 2018.
2. Ministers’ Salary Guidelines:
We advise congregations that it is the local congregation’s responsibility to
adequately provide for their ministers according to our church order Article 11.
We ask that you prayerfully consider this matter in your congregation and that
your pastor is paid based on his financial needs and not based on what your
congregation can afford. Members of our Finance Committee are available to
meet with your congregation and/or consistory to discuss these matters. With this
regard we, as a Finance Committee, feel that we cannot adequately recommend
a minimum salary guideline to suit the needs of every pastor since the needs of a
pastor vary based on:
i. Their stage in life
ii. The area they live in.
We remind the deacons that Synod requires that they meet with their pastor and
emeritus pastor(s) on an annual basis to discuss his financial needs.

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Reports

125

We remind the churches that any car allowance paid to their pastor that is not
paid strictly on a per kilometer/mile basis is a taxable benefit to the pastor. The
treasurer should then provide the pastor with the proper tax form. Reports need
to be submitted to the church treasurer to show that the car allowance is
paid on a per kilometer/mile basis.
Guidelines for the kilometer/mileage allowance are set each year by the
Treasurer.
At Synod 2007, a motion was approved to encourage congregations to contribute
a small percentage of their pastor’s earnings to a Retirement Savings Plan. It is
the opinion of the Committee that these contributions are necessary for a pastor
to adequately retire when comparing his retirement income to another individual
with a company pension plan.
The committee recommends that prior RRSP contributions churches may have
made be continued over & above the new $6,500 RRSP contribution now
required for ministers ‘bought out’ of the emeritus fund.
The committee submits for your approval:
(a) We recommend that the salaries increase by 1.5% for Canadian
ministers and by 2.1% for American ministers for the calendar year 2018.
We therefore request approval to increase the minimum salaries for
ministers effective January 1, 2018 as follows:
• Canadian ministers from C$43,365 to C$44,015
• American ministers from US$42,705 to US$43,602
(b) Increase the years of service allowance from C$508 to C$516 for up
to 10 years of service.
3. Pulpit Supply and Catechism Supply:
Combined Consistories East decided at their meeting in February 2013 that in
regards to pulpit exchanges no honorariums need to be paid when exchanges
are made by pastors for their mutual convenience.
This decision does not apply to emeritus ministers.
The remuneration for pulpit supply effective January 1, 2015 is $150 per service
plus synodically approved travel allowance.
The remuneration for Catechism supply effective January 1, 2015 is $100 per
hour plus synodically approved travel allowance.
4. Needy Churches Fund:
At Synod 2006, it was approved that a church, which receives financial
assistance from the Needy Churches Fund, is not required to pay the Needy
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Churches assessment. At Synod 2008, it was approved that a church that
applies for financial assistance complete Form A for the Finance Committee.
This form is available from the Finance Committee.
The Needy Churches Fund financial statements have been reviewed by Paul
Vandenberg (Hamilton) and by Tim Wolfe (Hamilton) and were found to be in
good order.
In reviewing the demands placed on this fund over the past 20 years, the
committee plans to cap the fund at $200,000.
The committee submits for your approval:
(a) Leave the assessment at $1.00 per member for 2018.
(b) Approve the financial statements for the year 2016.
5. Widows of Pastors and Orphans of Pastors
The current policy based on Synod 2001 and 2012.
The committee has been asked by Synod 2016 to update this policy in view of
the RRSP implementation and present it to Synod 2017.
The committee submits for your approval:
(a) That this request be held over to Synod 2018.
6. Investment and lending guidelines
The current policy based on Synod 2007 and 2010 is attached as Addendum B.
There are no recommended changes.
7. Miscellaneous
The committee submits for your approval:
(a) Re-appoint for a three year term Karl Noordam (Abbotsford).
(b) Appoint for a three year term Jack Hoek (St. George).
(c) Approve the actions of the committee.
May the Lord bless your meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Alex Terlouw
Secretary of the Finance Committee
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Needy Churches Fund
Statement of Financial Position - Balance Sheet
as at December 31, 2016

Assets
Cash
Investments
Indwell (formerly Homestead)
Redeemer University College
TD GIC's
Accounts Receivable
Total Assets

2016

2015

$32,702

$27,396

40,000
50,000
25,000

40,000
50,000
25,000

7,927

4,664

$155,629

$147,060

$147,060

$139,250

8,569

7,810

$155,629

$147,060

Equity
Opening Balance
Operating Surplus(Deficit)
Total Equity
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Needy Churches Fund
Statement of Operations - Income Statement
For the Year Ended December 31, 2016

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Reports

Free Reformed Churches of North America
Needy Churches Fund
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Needy Churches Fund
Notes to Financial Statements
For the Year ended December 31, 2016
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The Financial statements of the Needy Churches Fund are prepared using the
accrual basis of accounting. All representations are in Canadian dollars.
2. Review of the Statements:
The financial statements of the Needy Churches Fund have been reviewed,
utilizing the 1996 standard audit program, by Paul Vandenberg (Hamilton) and by
Tim Wolfe (Hamilton).
The records were found to be accurate and in good order.

3. Cash:
Cash and Short Term Deposits consist of the following:

4. Accounts Receivable:
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5. Gifts Received:
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
2017 Emeritus Assessment
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Ministers’ Emeritus Fund
Statement of Financial Position
As at December 31, 2016
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Ministers’ Emeritus Fund
Statement of Operations
For the year ended December 31, 2016
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Ministers’ Emeritus Fund
Budget and Projection
For the years ended December 31, 2017 & 2018
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Ministers’ Emeritus Fund
Notes to the Financial Statements
For the year ended December 31, 2016
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Emeritus Fund are prepared utilizing the
accrual basis of accounting.
All representations are made in Canadian dollars.
2. Review of the Books:
The Financial statements of the Emeritus Fund have been reviewed, utilizing the
1996 standard review program, by Paul Vandenburg (Hamilton) and by Tim
Wolfe (Hamilton) and found to be in good order.
3. Cash:

4. Accounts Receivable:
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5. Accounts Payable:
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6. Investments:
The Committee maintains the following investments in accordance with the
prescribed guidelines:

The committee is reporting the investments at book value.
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C4: Foreign Mission Report
Synod 2017
Esteemed Brothers,
Free Reformed Missions International (hereinafter referred to as FRMI) is
pleased to present the activities that took place after Synod 2016. The board of
FRMI met three times on September 14th 2016; January 11th 2017, and March
22nd 2017. Its present executive consists of Mr. Arnold DeVries (Chairman); Mr.
John Brink (Vice-Chairman); Mr. Peter Luth (Treasurer) Mr. Willem Bouma
(Secretary) and Mr. Bill Laman (Corresponding Secretary).
GUATEMALA CHURCHES
As reported in Synod Report 2016, the aldean churches now have their own
Presbytery but under the oversight of the Presbyterian Church of Guatemala,
with the exception of the Central church in Cubulco. This has caused some
concern with the obreros as they have informed us that they feel that they
lost their valuable FRMI support (both financial and spiritual). Brothers
DeKorte and Rogers met with the obreros late last year and assured them
that even though they are no longer under the supervision and support of
FRMI, it never has been our desire to leave them on their own. In a recent
letter to the obreros, FRMI did offer a Bible study program for all the obreros
willing to enroll in such a program, with the stipulation that they are prepared
to attend these studies on a regular basis. This study will be conducted by
brother Nico Kattenberg. It is our hope and prayer that this Bible study would
also be conducive to improve the brotherly love and mutual understanding
among the obreros.
Bible Translation
This project is moving very well, with an anticipated completion date of
December 2017. Scripture passages are cross-checked for accuracy. The
Guatemalan Bible Society (GBS) is very pleased with the work of our Bible
translators. We are also grateful to the GBS for their financial support. as
they contribute 40-50% of the cost of this project. Before long we need to
look into the cost and time frame to have the Bible printed in the Achi
language as well as the distribution of these Bibles.
Education Program
The AMG vision for Cubulco was explained. The quality of secular education
is generally poor, so the need is great. Employment opportunities are also
lacking in Cubulco. Providing assistance in improving the public school
system and in teacher training is being considered as well as looking into a
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vocational school. It is important that there are employment and university
opportunities for young people and for families to stay in Cubulco. It was
agreed to have a professional education/vocational study conducted to
evaluate the quality and teachers of the educational program and make
recommendations. The targeted time frame is April to June of this year.
AMG proposes to have education centres or after school program
(educational and spiritual) in the aldean churches as opposed to hiring
primary school teachers in the schools. The expectation is that the church
would volunteer in the program. The church at Patuy is considered as a trial.
During the summer of 2016 a group of school children were privileged to
spend a week’s vacation at Camp Canaan. Needless to say, the children
enjoyed this vacation which would have been impossible for them if their
parents had to pay for this outing. Because we had a surplus of Fenwick’s
generosity of last year’s “Camp Freeze out” we were able to purchase 80
mattresses for the camp. The Fenwick YPS had a “Camp Freeze out” in
January of this year which raised over $20,000. Hopefully we’ll be able to
send many more children to Camp Canaan.
Exit Strategy
Brothers DeKorte and Rogers, members of the ad hoc exit committee,
discussed the exit strategy with the Kattenberg family in December of 2016,
which resulted in an invitation to our March 22 meeting with Nico Kattenberg
and Brian Dennet (president of AMG Guatemala). They provided us with
valuable information regarding the continuation of the educational program
(which is now administered by AMG) as well as the real estate we own in
Cubulco and our charitable status in Guatemala. A discussion regarding the
future role of FRMI and AMG took place. FRMI’s focus is on the gospel, so
the relationship with AMG is complementary. Since there is a challenge to
have national leaders, AMG sees great benefit in having missionaries in the
field. The combination of local and foreign missionaries is powerful.
A lengthy discussion regarding our exit plan took place after the departure of
Nico and Brian and it was resolved that Nico and his family would return to
Canada during the summer of 2019. Nico indicated that he is willing to go to
Guatemala occasionally to ascertain that our procedures are carried out. The
real estate i.e. the church in Cubulco is to remain FRMI property for a five
year period. The compound could be loaned to AMG for the five year period to
be used for visiting doctors who will work in the hospital on a temporary basis.
Nico and Brian will look into this and report their findings.
Nico used this opportunity to give a presentation relative to his work to the
Fenwick and Vineland congregation with the venue at the Fenwick FRC.
MISSION WORKERS
Nico & Lia Kattenberg and family are doing well. Lia has a desire to spend
time with her mother in Chilliwack as she is not doing well. Nico has
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consulted with James Beeke (an educational specialist) on when would be the
best time to exit the field for the sake of the children. Considering that Nico
also needs to maintain his Canadian residency status, he is targeting the
summer of 2019 to return from the field.
SOUTH AFRICA:
Rev. Scot Dibbet visited the Logos Ministries in Lilongwe Malawi last year,
and was able to teach and preach Biblical Leadership based on John 17. As
you may recall, FRMI is a board member of the Mukhanyo Theological
College and supports it financially. Brother Dibbet was asked to represent
FRMI at its Annual General Meeting. Whilst there, brother Dibbet attended the
dedication of the new addition to their school as well as a visit to the new
campuses in Johannesburg and Pretoria. It is our desire to more fully
understand the unique concerns in South Africa, and our African subcommittee has been actively involved in exploring way to carry out our
mandate training men for Gospel Ministry in Africa. On June 6th Pastor Dibbet,
Pastor Moerdyk and Rick Postma had a meeting with brother Dr. Brian
DeVries (president of Mukhanyo College). Brother DeVries was also able to
share the vision and work in Mukhanyo at our combined Synod presentations
with the HRC at Synod 2016. Several more visits have taken place between
Mukhanyo and our African sub-committee to evaluate the needs of Mukhanyo
and how we can participate more in preparing men in Africa for Gospel
ministry. In recent years Pastor Dibbet’s visits to South Africa highlight the
current growth, the needs associated with this growth, and the expansive
blessing Mukhanyo is to many countries in Africa through their long distance
learning program. You can find articles on the October 2015 and October
2016 Messengers reflecting on these visits to Africa.
With the Lord’s blessing this is how we trust we as a federation can continue
to be a blessing to Mukhanyo Theological College.
1) We plan to continue to be involved as a member church of Mukhanyo to
assist in providing ecclesiastical oversight by participating in their Annual
General Meeting, receiving regular reports, and keeping our congregations
informed with regular articles in the Messenger such as this one. This
includes knowing the activity, faculty, and challenges of Mukhanyo in order for
our churches to support and pray for Mukhanyo.
2) Since Mukhanyo’s goal and our mandate and vision is to train men for
Gospel ministry in their indigenous culture, it is also our mutual goal to have
indigenous lecturers. At present they have approximately seven indigenous
lectures, however funding for these lecturers is a challenge. Therefore, it is
our goal to encourage this to continue to develop even as they grow by
providing 20,000 USD to the college to fund the equivalent of one local
lecturer.
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3) We will also continue to make know their needs for highly accredited
senior lecturers and encourage our experienced pastors and professors to
consider teaching block courses at Mukhanyo.
The following is an excerpt of Makhanyo’s Annual Report: “The leadership of
Mukhanyo Theological College is grateful to the Lord for the many blessings
they have experienced in the last year. They invite you to join with them in
thanking God for how He has guided this ministry for almost three decades
and how He has continued to provide for them during the past year. They also
ask that you join them in praying for the Lord’s spiritual blessing on the
ongoing ministry. As a missional ministry, they have unashamedly served to
strengthen gospel ministry in their circles of influence. As an educational
institution, with its 210 students, they have received the necessary resources
to continue training church leaders and other Christians for ministry in southern
Africa. For these reasons and many more, they humbly acknowledge our
gracious God for His continued guidance and blessing of the ministry work of
Mukhanyo Theological College. Mukhanyo has experienced significant
expansion and growth during the past year. Some of these notable
developments are seen in the following areas:
1. Building project completion: In the past year Mukhanyo’s facilities nearly
doubled in size with the completionof a large extension with new
classrooms, an enlarged library, a studio for recordings, additional
offices, etc. Several additional senior personnel were appointed to
increase and spread the workload (and responsibility), and steps have
been initiated to renew the curricula of the various qualifications.
2. Ministry expansion: The Mukhanyo ministry has increased, and they had to
increase the number of people doing the work. They created a few new
positions, now filled by several additional people on the Mukhanyo team.
New material: Mukhanyo has experienced significant expansion and growth
during the past year. The material development team has developed a fiveyear plan for upgrading Mukhanyo’s teaching material on both the diploma
and degree levels. Mukhanyo hopes soon to offer modules of the B.Th. degree
in distance mode, and changes in government accreditation requirements
have given us the opportunity to improve our diploma-level study guides. All
new modules will now be taught in their newly built recording studio in an
improved format with a higher quality.”
FINANCIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS
The 2016 financial statement is attached. The 2017 Proposed Budget is
attached.
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The board informs Synod that brothers A. DeVries, M. Laman and W. Laman will
be retiring from FRMI’s Board.
RECOMMENDATIONS
•
•

•
•
•
•

The re-appointment of brother W. Bouma and Pastor S. Dibbet for a three
year term.
The appointment of brothers Henk Kleyn from the Grand Rapids FRC, Dick
Naves from the Hamilton FRC and Alfred Otten from the Fenwick FRC to
serve as directors for a three year term, to replace the above noted retiring
brothers.
That the 2016 Financials be approved.
That the 2017 Budget be approved.
The appointment of Mr. Greg Neven and Mr. William Laman as auditors for
the 2016 financials be approved.
That the action of the Mission Board be approved.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of FRMI,
William F. Laman, Corresponding Secretary.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2016
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FREE REFORMED MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL
INCOME STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2016
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FREE REFORMED MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL
BUDGET
FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2017 & 2018
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Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended December 31, 2016
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Foreign Mission Committee are prepared
utilizing the accrual basis of accounting. All representations are made in
Canadian dollars.
2. Audit of the Books:
The financial statements of the Foreign Mission Committee were
reviewed and approved on February 24, 2017 by Mr. Gerrit Westerink of
St. George and Mr. Greg Neven of Brantford.

3. Cash
Cash and Savings consist of the following:

4. Term Deposits
Christian Stewardship Services

$180,000

The mission requires $100,000 available cash to handle a possible
emergency situation. The remaining funds are needed for a smooth
operation of financial affairs.
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5. Accounts payable:

6. Income Breakdown:
6a

From Free Reformed Churches:

6b Gifts & Miscellaneous:
Ladies League
Gifts, Donations

2,750
5,050
$7,800

6c Income from Other Churches
Edmonton URC

$8,237

6d Cubulco Mission Post
Carry over from 2015 plus support from Guatemala Bible Society
allowed for a minimum of funds to be transferred.
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Cubulco Expense Breakdown

(In Cdn $$)

6e The support for AMG in education has a carry over for 2017
7. Budget Notes
7a Income from FR Churches does not include funding for Camp
Canaan. See 9c.
7b Other income is support from various donors and the Ladies League.
It is not possible to provide a good estimate for receipts from donors.
7c The budget for AMG does not cover the cost of sending students to
Camp Canaan. The intent is to have the Young People Societies make
this a funding project.
7d The weak Cdn dollar will require us to sue all these funds
7e There is significant carry over of funds from 2016 so this amount is all
that is needed for 2017
7f Salary is based on synod guidelines for US ministers. This amount is
for one family. Included is housing in Guatemala City plus education for
the children. Hopefully the Canadian dollar will strengthen so that the
entire amount is not needed.
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C5: Inter-Church Relations Committee Report
ANNUAL REPORT SUBMITTED TO SYNOD 2017 OF THE FREE REFORMED
CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Esteemed brethren:
Your deputies met on October 18, 2016, January 12, 2017 and March 16, 2017.
We are pleased to submit the following report:
1. North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council (NAPARC)
1.1 NAPARC 2016 took place in Pompton Plains FRC with the hosting church
doing a commendable job. Mr. C. Keuning, Rev. J. Lewis and Rev. C. Schouls
attended the 42nd NAPARC meetings (Nov. 8-9). Delegates from thirteen
Reformed and Presbyterian denominations in North America met together these
two days. The main purpose of this annual meeting is to share reports about life
in each church federation and to pray for each other. On the evening of the first
day, Rev. Schouls preached a sermon on Habakkuk 3:17-19, entitled A
Thanksgiving Hymn of Faith. It was a comforting and suitable message in
turbulent times, it being the day of the American presidential election. On the
evening of the second day, Rev. J. Lewis presented a paper on English Latent
Antinomianism. Our delegates were also able to have meetings with delegates
from other churches. On this occasion they met with delegates of the Heritage
Reformed Congregations, Presbyterian Reformed Church and the Protestant
Reformed Church of America. A more detailed report was placed in the February
2017 issue of The Messenger.
1.2 NAPARC also approved the following statement to be forwarded to the
Churches for their action: “That NAPARC urge its member denominations and
federations to urge their respective congregations to make a regular part of the
information they publish in weekly bulletins, church newsletters, church websites
and other informational publications, their affiliation with NAPARC, providing also
a web address to encourage their members to learn about NAPARC and to help
foster an awareness of the biblical ecumenical mandate to seek ever great unity
with those of like faith and practice. Just as the local church makes known its
affiliation with its denomination or federation, so it should make known its broader
fraternal bonds.”
1.3 The next meeting of NAPARC is scheduled for November 14-16, 2017 to be
hosted by the HRC at PRTS in Grand Rapids (MI). We recommend sending Mr.
C. Keuning and Rev. I. Macleod as delegates to this meeting.
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2. International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC)
The ICRC is an international reformed conference held every four years. This
conference is scheduled to meet July 13-19 2017 in Jordan (ON). Each
federation is allowed to send four delegates, and since it is in near proximity, we
recommend that Rev. H. Bergsma, Mr. C. Keuning, Rev. C Pronk and Rev. P.
VanderMeyden attend this meeting.
CONTACT WITH CORRESPONDING CHURCHES
3. Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken (CGK) – Complete Correspondence
3.1 Rev. D.H. Kranendonk was delegated to attend their synod last year (2016)
in Nunspeet, the Netherlands. He could witness the appointment of Dr. M.J.
Kater, and Dr. A. Huijgen as professors at the Theological University in
Apeldoorn.
3.2 CGK Synod 2013 adopted a report regarding homosexuality, which
condemned its practice and sought to give pastoral guidance to those
struggling with homosexual desires. Several appeals were made, all of
which were rejected. Consistories, however, are given time to enact the
decision. They also discussed liturgical dance and drama in the worship
service, and although this has not been accepted, the CGK synod lacks
principled reformed reasoning in its answer.
4. Heritage Reformed Congregations (HRC) – Complete Correspondence
4.1 Mr. D. Tamminga and Mr. E. Laman were delegates at the 2016 HRC synod
in Dundas. The HRC have requested the calling/hosting church (St. George
FRC) to have another concurrent Synod. St. George has agreed to this.
4.2 Last October’s combined office-bearers conference went well and the topics
by Dr. Barrett and Rev. Moerdyk were well received. This year’s combined
office-bearers conference is planned on “Sinful Sexual Relationships from a
Biblical, Legal and Pastoral Perspective” to take place in Burgessville HRC
on October 14, 2017 (DV). The two speakers are Rev. M. Kelderman and
Mr. Andre Schutten.
4.3 We recommend that Mr. C. Keuning and Mr. E. Laman be delegated to
attend their synod 2017 with Mr. D. Tamminga as an alternate.
5. Free Church of Scotland Continuing (FCSC) – Limited Correspondence
5.1 We are encouraged to report that the Presbyterian Reformed Church is
seeking to have union with the North-American branch of the Free Church
Continuing.
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5.2 Rev. I. Macleod is scheduled to attend the FCSC General Assembly from
May 22-25, 2017 in Liberton Kirk, Liberton, Edinburgh.
6. Hersteld Hervormde Kerk (HHK) – Limited Correspondence
6.1 Mr. C. Keuning attended the HHK synod in June 2016, and submitted a
report to The Messenger. A major topic being discussed was how to view
and pastorally deal with members who reject infant baptism while continuing
to attend the HHK.
6.2 Correspondence has been received advising us that two HHK delegates plan
to attend the FRCNA synod this year.
7. Providence Reformed Church of America (RCA) congregation in Grand
Rapids (MI) – Restricted Correspondence
7.1 Correspondence was received from the Providence RCA explaining why they
remain in the RCA despite recent developments. While agreeing with some
contents of the Belhar confession (a 4th confession in the RCA), they do not
accept it nor subscribe to this confession. Someone who becomes a pastor
in the RCA must subscribe to this confession. Providence RCA will continue
to exempt themselves from subscription to the Belhar Confession. The RCA
still denounces homosexuality, but it grieves the Providence RCA that in
several instances no discipline is being exercised. In summary, these
developments grieve them, but they also express their desire to remain in
this denomination.
7.2 The relationship with Rev. J.A. Vandenberg has been very positive. There
have been multiple pulpit exchanges. Rev. J.A. Vandenberg spoke for our
minister’s retreat in October 2016, and his addresses were appreciated as
well as his contributions to the discussions.
CONTACT WITH LIMITED CONTACT CHURCHES
8. Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland (RPCI)
For several years we have asked that the limited relationship that we have
with the RPCI be reciprocated. Correspondence was received from the clerk
of the RPCI synod indicating that they are willing to meet with us, but cannot
justify two separate trips to Canada in one year (one for ICRC in July 2017),
and hope to have someone attend on another occasion. Our delegates are
instructed to meet with the RPCI men at the ICRC in Jordan.
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9. Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC)
Rev. J. Lewis attended the 83rd General Assembly of the OPC at the Sandy
Cove Conference Center in North East Maryland. This was the first time a
FRCNA delegate attended their synod. Their meeting was conducted in an
orderly manner. There is nothing particular to report. Their 2017 General
Assembly is scheduled to meet in Palos Heights, IL. Since we attended their
General Assembly last year, and given our limited contact relationship, we
hope to meet with them at NAPARC 2017.
10. Presbyterian Reformed Church (PRC)
The Presbyterian Reformed Church is a small denomination with warm
experimental piety and preaching. As mentioned earlier, it is encouraging
that the PRC is seeking unity with the North American presbytery of the Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing). Support for this endeavour has been
conveyed to them at NAPARC. They are asking for more pulpit exchanges.
11. United Reformed Churches of North America (URCNA)
11.1 Rev. L.J. Bilkes attended their synod in Wyoming in June 2016. Several
notable points are: 1) the URCNA have moved to phase 2 with the Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing). This is the highest phase of relationship
that they take with foreign churches. 2) The URCNA and OPC have agreed
to have to have concurrent synods in 2018 at Wheaton College, Wheaton IL.
11.2 Also our sub-committee met with their sub-committee in February having
listened to several sermons by FRC and URC ministers on Lord’s Day 7 of
our Heidelberg Catechism and John 15. While the meeting was brotherly
and engaging, and we continue to have much in common with the URC, for
which we may be thankful, still the sermons and discussions highlight that
more work needs to be done in terms of understanding our differences. The
URC brothers suggest for example that the attention we pay to nominal and
doubting Christians creates the very problems we frequently address. As
FRC, we counter that we do this as a fruit of seeking to reflect all of Scripture
which deals with a wide variety of hearers. On this point especially we
experience a difference of emphases resulting, we suggest, from a more
optimistic view of the covenant congregation on the part of the URC. In our
view the URC only partially appreciate the discriminating, experiential note
that we believe to be fully biblical and therefore also vital to faithful
preaching. We plan to continue meeting to discuss these points further.
12. REQUEST TO CALL
We received correspondence from St. Thomas FRC requesting permission to
call a minister from outside our denomination. However, the process was
halted at the request of the minister.
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13. CALLING MINISTERS FROM CHURCHES WITH WHOM WE HAVE
CORRESPONDING RELATIONSHIP (5G1)
It has come to our attention that two consistories within our federation have
unwittingly failed to fully comply with the Church Order in calling ministers
from churches with which we have complete corresponding relationship. In
light of this, we corresponded with all the churches, providing a flowchart
outlining the process to call from outside of our denomination. For example,
Article 51 of our Church Order indicates that ministers of complete
corresponding churches (CGK, HRC) are eligible for call; but it still requires a
certain process, and that includes involving the IRC prior to the issuing of the
call (Article 5G). The IRC has considered that the timing of the Colloquium
Doctum requirement (in the case of complete corresponding churches) may
not sufficiently honour the relationship that we have with these federations
and wish to bring this concern to the attention of synod. A CD in the case of
a minister from a church with which we have complete correspondence
relationship should not be required prior to the call, but should be required in
case he accepts the call but prior to being installed (as was set out in our
previous Church Order). The IRC is looking for Synod’s advice on this issue.
14. Appointments
14.1 Rev. E. Moerdyk has served the committee for 13 years, and therefore
cannot be nominated for another term. Rev. J. Koopman’s 3-year term is
over (having served 9 years), and asks not to be re-nominated. Rev. J.
Lewis’ 3-year term is over (having served 10 years), and asks not to be renominated. Our committee is grateful for the services of these brothers.
14.2 We recommend that Rev. J. Overduin be re-nominated for a 3-year term,
Mr. D. Tamminga be re-nominated for a one-year term (having completed 11
years), and that Rev. T. Bergsma, Rev. W. Klaver, and Rev. J. Procee be
appointed to this committee to fill the vacancies.
15. Miscellaneous
Several churches are still not abiding by the Church Orderly requirements in
having visiting preachers (who are not ministers, candidates, or seminarians
belonging to churches with whom we have no corresponding relationship).
To have such men on their pulpits, consistories are required to seek the
advice of the IRC. Also, presently the Church Order requires that each time
a congregation invites a minister from a non-corresponding church, the IRC
needs to be consulted. Again, a number of churches are not abiding by this
requirement. While we sympathize with churches desiring to have their
pulpits filled, we believe that violating the Church Order is detrimental to a
denomination. This breaks the covenant that we have agreed to as
churches, and in the long-term can lead to serious problems.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO SYNOD 2017
1. To approve of sending Mr. C. Keuning and Rev. I. Macleod as delegates
to the November 2017 NAPARC meeting in Grand Rapids, MI.
2. To approve of sending Rev. H. Bergsma, Mr. C. Keuning, Rev. C. Pronk
and Rev. P. VanderMeyden as delegates to the July 2017 ICRC meeting
in Jordan ON.
3. To approve of sending Mr. C. Keuning and Mr. E. Laman as delegates to
the 2017 synod of the HRC, with Mr. D. Tamminga as alternate
4. To approve the combined FRC-HRC office-bearer’s conference on
“Sinful Sexual Relationships from a Biblical, Legal and Pastoral
Perspective” for October 2017.
5. To approve the reappointment of Rev. J. Overduin for a 3-year term.
6. To approve the reappointment of Mr. D. Tamminga for a 1-year term
7. To approve the appointment of Rev. T. Bergsma, Rev. W. Klaver, and
Rev. J. Procee for a 3-year term as primary members.
8. To admonish those churches who do not abide by the provisions of the
Church Order regarding visiting ministers (5J).
9. To approve the actions of the committee.
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C6: Outreach Committee Report
Report to Synod 2017
Esteemed delegates,
Your Outreach committee was able to meet twice since Synod 2016. The
chairman is Mr. Ray Pennings, the vice-chair, Rev. John Procee, and the clerk,
Rev. Joel Overduin. Mr. John denDekker serves as treasurer for both the radio
fund and the outreach fund. The following is a summary of our work this year.
A. Nipissing
The Lord continues to build His church in Nipissing in Powassan. At our spring
meeting, we heard that the membership of the church is now 11 families, with 20
confessing members and 19 baptized members. In addition to these members,
regular visitors continue to attend worship services. This past year has not been
without challenges, including health concerns for some of the members. What
has been reported however is that clearly the Lord has been at work through the
struggles, working His purposes through them. The membership has become
even more bound together in their care for each other and in the Lord. All the
while, the Lord is clearly blessing the preaching/shepherding work of Rev.
VanDoodewaard.
One special highlight was for the first time, the installation of two local elders this
past March. The two Powassan brothers who serve as elders, together with the
remaining deacon and pastor Rob continue to be members of the Brantford
consistory. They are grateful for the ongoing care and help received through the
mentorship of the Brantford elders and deacons. At the same time, given the
presence of local elders, the gathering is ready officially to become an instituted
congregation. As to when exactly that will happen, however, that is up to the
Powassan members and in consultation with the Brantford consistory.
We do want Synod to be aware of the fact that starting in 2018 the Powassan
members are taking full responsibility for their financial needs. For the last five
years, we as churches have been supporting this church planting work with a
sliding scale of denominational funds. The members are grateful for all this help,
and the Outreach committee expresses thanks to the churches for their generous
gifts and prayerful support through the years. In seeing the Powassan work
become increasingly independent, we see many reasons to praise the Lord and
give thanks to Him. He truly does build His church. At the same time, just like
with children maturing into adults, so also with church plants growing into fullfledged congregations, there can be and will be concerns and growing pains
along the way. The Powassan members can provide for all their needs for the
short-term, ie., the next year or two. But they are also looking to the Lord for the
long-term, asking that He continue to grow them and provide for them. In letting
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them go, as it were, let us not forget especially to pray for them, that the Lord
might bless them.
B. Radio-Evangelism
This past January saw the transition of the radio ministry from Rev. H. Overduin
to Rev. J. Schoeman. With thanks to the Lord, we may report that the transition
has gone very smoothly. Rev. Schoeman is getting into a regular routine of
supplying weekly messages. He has done this work before, when he was pastor
in Alberta, so the details of the work aren't new. What does continue to be a
burden, however, is the nature of the task, that is, proclaiming the word of the
Lord over the airwaves all across the world. In view of that, therefore, Rev.
Schoeman asks for our continued prayers for him and for the word he brings. We
also don't forget to mention the trial the Schoeman family has endured, with the
sudden and unexpected loss of a daughter. At our spring meeting, Rev.
Schoeman could express being helped and carried through that dark time. Let us
continue to remember our brother and his family in our prayers, that out of the
overflow of their suffering also, he might be all the more able to proclaim the
great gospel.
One matter to stress in relation to radio is the fact that as of 2017, we are funding
this work solely through the free-will offerings of the denomination. You may
remember that several years ago we began moving to this model (away from
assessments) through a hybrid of lower assessments for congregations that hold
collections. It is our conviction that mission endeavours should be funded not
through requests but by making churches aware of the work and trusting the Lord
to move hearts and provide means. Synod 2016 approved and embraced this
conviction when it voted to eliminate the radio ministry assessment and solicit
funds via collections only. The reason we raise this now and stress it again is to
ensure that we as churches do live up to our commitment. We trust every
congregation is deliberate in holding collections for the radio ministry, and in the
hearty belief that this work is both a privilege and an opportunity, as well as a
matter of obedience ("to the ends of the earth"), seeks to share in its support. We
remind the churches the yearly budget of the radio ministry is approximately
$90,000 (which is approximately $18/member).
C. Asian Ministry
It's been about two years since the Lord took Rev. Gangar from us and we
continue to grieve his passing. As Outreach committee, charged to oversee the
work of Rev. Gangar, it has been a challenge for us to consider how to carry on
what Rev. Gangar began. One matter we can report is that the last writing of
Rev. Gangar - his commentary on Genesis 1-3:15 - is in the queue to be printed
by RHB. We are thankful for this development and eagerly look for the
publication to appear sometime in 2018, the Lord willing.
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Two other issues have been before us, one being what to do with all that Rev.
Gangar wrote and that we could print, including the booklets and the
commentaries, and two being, who might continue this work? After much
discussion and investigation, the committee has come to the conclusion that the
Lord is for now closing down our efforts in relation to Asian ministry. So far, we
have not been able to find a successor. So then, in terms of the materials we've
published, we have two recommendations for Synod.
1. We have corresponded with Rev. Tony Zekveld (URC) of the Hope Center in
Toronto, who minsters to Sikhs, Muslims and Hindus; we have offered him all our
hard copies of the booklets and books written by Rev. Gangar. Rev. Zekveld has
gladly agreed to take them, believing they will help him in his ministry.
2. A ministry named Third Millennium Ministries (thirdmill.org) is willing to take
and share the digital files of the work of Rev. Gangar. Third Millenium Ministries
is a non-profit, evangelical Christian and Reformed (subscribing to the
Westminster Standards) ministry that seeks to provide quality biblical education
to pastors and members around the world, in various languages and all for free.
We propose handing over the files of Rev. Gangar (English and other) so they
can be freely shared and used. In doing this, we will ensure that the proper
safeguards are confirmed that none of the work will be sold for profit. (For
information purposes, please note the prepared legal agreement that's been
appended to our report).
Providing Synod approves these two recommendations, our final proposal would
be that Synod in these actions thereby closes down the Asian ministry, with
thanks to the Lord for all He's enabled us to do so far and with prayers that until
the end He might be pleased, in so many ways yet, also to bless this work.
D. Miscellaneous
1. While your committee did not meet this year with our HRC counterparts - the
Domestic Outreach Committee (DOC), we did engage in correspondence with
them. One thing they are doing this year is presenting to their synod what we
presented last year, namely that they too will engage in mutual consultation with
us regarding every new effort they begin, and also that we might work together to
engage in evangelism training in the churches. One document the DOC shared
with us is their recently completed outreach handbook. We are proposing to the
DOC that our next meetings include a review of each other's handbook (we have
a small church planting guide) and seek to consolidate our work.
2. Finances: A look through the Radio Financial Statements shows a healthy
balance at the end of December of $152,000. That means that should there be
no more funds received, we could carry on with radio work through this year and
on into 2018. That said, we need a sizable sum to help with cash flow, with radio
bills coming due at different times. And again, for this work to continue, we need
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to collect annually approximately $90,000. We present this work before you and
seek your prayerful support.
Regarding Outreach generally, in view of the work of the Asian Ministry coming
to a close, we are not requesting any assessment for 2018. Also, with Nipissing
taking on its own financial needs, we have no recommendation to Synod
regarding collections for that work. This means that Outreach needs are zero.
3. Loan: In December 2016, your committee was approached by the Theological
Education Committee (TEC) for a $15,000 loan to help cover the costs of an
internship for Student Young-Jae Lee in Langley, British Columbia. This request
came in view of their need and their knowing also that with the Asian Ministry on
hold, there is a sizable sum in the Outreach account (well over $200,000). Your
committee voted to approve the loan and agreed to defer the matter of
repayment to the direction of Synod 2017.
4. New work: Your committee wishes to highlight the fact that with the
anticipated closing down of the Asian ministry and the increasing independence
of the Nipissing work, apart from the regular radio ministry, we are no longer
engaged in any specific evangelistic, outreach effort. On the one hand, we can
be thankful for all that the Lord has enabled us to do so far. At the same time, we
wonder if we all shouldn't be a bit restless, not only as committee but as
churches, with having no work to do. We remind ourselves and us all of our
mandate: "In obedience to the command of Christ to preach the gospel to all
nations beginning at Jerusalem, the purpose of the committee is to facilitate, in
conjunction with the churches, the spread of the gospel within North America and
around the world and to establish congregations of the Free Reformed Churches
of North America where there is not yet such a church." In view of all this then,
we would ask for consistories to give thought and prayer to the task that's before
us generally as churches and as church of our Lord Jesus Christ. Perhaps too
we can come to Synod prepared to discuss how we might further be faithful to
the mandate and to the call of our Lord to work. Is there not something to be
done maybe by all our churches both locally and further abroad in our lands?
E. Appointments
The term of Rev. L.J. Bilkes is concluding and since he cannot be reappointed,
having served four consecutive terms, your committee wishes to recommend that
Rev. Hans Overduin of Calgary FRC be appointed to serve a three year term
(expiring 2020). In addition, since the term of Mr. B. Marskamp is concluding and
he wishes not to be reappointed (having served three terms and as treasurer),
your committee recommends that Mr. Kevin deBlieck of Brantford FRC be
appointed to serve a three year term (expiring 2020). It is understood that Mr.
deBlieck will not serve as treasurer since Mr. denDekker has taken treasurer
duties for both Radio and Outreach. Mr. deBlieck will then serve as a general
member.
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F. Recommendations
1. that Synod approve the proposal to give all the hard copies of the writings of
Rev. Gangar to Rev. Tony Zekveld for use in the ministry at the Hope Center,
and the digital copies, properly and legally protected, to Third Millennium
Ministries, and by doing so, Synod recognize also the closing of the Asian
Ministry. (On this point, and as in the report above, note the committee is not
requesting any assessment for 2018);
2. that Synod appoint the following:
2.1. Rev. H. Overduin to a three year term (expiring 2020)
2.2. Mr. K. deBlieck to a three year term (expiring 2020);
3. that Synod decide what to do regarding the $15,000 loan to TEC, either to
forgive or seek repayment;
4. that Synod approve the financial statements of both Radio and Outreach;
5. that Synod approve the actions of the committee;
Commending you all to the Lord and His blessing.
For the Outreach committee,
Rev. J. Overduin, Secretary
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast
STATEMENTS OF REVENUE AND DISBURSEMENTS
for the 12 months ending December 31, 2016
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Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2016
1. Significant accounting policies:
The financial statements of the Radio Evangelism Fund are prepared using the
accrual basis of accounting. All representations are in Canadian dollars. The
exchange rates used for the financial statements are as follows:

2. Review of the statements:
The financial statements of the Radio Evangelism Fund have been reviewed
utilizing the 1996 audit program by Tom Schenderling and James VanderZwan.
They were found to accurately represent the financial transactions and current
position of the fund.
3. Cash and short term deposits:
2016

2015

$ 2,975.94

$ 2,361.98

US$ chequing accounts
(converted to Cdn$)

5,306.52

2,604.13

Canadian savings
accounts

41,314.86

128,529.05

Canadian term deposits

100,000.00

Canadian chequing
accounts

$ 149,597.32

$ 133,495.16
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4. Accounts receivable:
Collections for 2016 received after year end

$ 2,044.52

GST refund for 2016

388.71
$ 2,433.23

5. Securities:
Securities held is a Guaranteed Investment Certificate with the Bank of Nova
Scotia, #1842665, interest paid annually at 0.9%, maturity date June 10, 2015.
2016

2015

Face value 2008

$ 16, 600.00

Value December 31, 2015

$ 16, 947.75

Redeemed and included in savings accounts

17,206.67
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2016
6. Summary of revenue from congregations:

7. Broadcasting costs:
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 2016
OUTREACH COMMITTEE
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Home Missions Fund are prepared using the
accrual basis of accounting. All representations are in Canadian dollars.
2. Review of the Statements:
The financial statements of the Home Missions Fund have been reviewed,
utilizing the 1996 standard audit program, by brothers Jerry Hamstra and Gary
Vandenberg and found to be in good order.
3. Cash
Cash and short term deposits consist of the following:

BMO
Savings
BMO Short Term Deposit

2016

2015

$200,957

$78,029

72,730

71,796

$273,687

$149,825
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4. Accounts Receivable:
Accounts Receivable consist of the following:
Assessments

5. Extra collections for Punjabi $810 and for Powassan $60,985
6. Propose to have no assessments for 2018
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Appendix A: IIIM Ministries
Letter of Understanding
Between
Synodical Outreach Committee on behalf of the Free Reformed Churches
of North America
(www.frcna.org)
And
Third Millennium Ministries
(www.thirdmill.org)
Regarding
Transfer of Rights for Asian Ministry Materials.
Background:
The Free Reformed Churches of North America (www.frcna.org) developed a
ministry of writing and publishing Reformed materials targeted towards South
Asian populations. These materials were written in English by Dr. Kuldip Singh
Gangar and translated into various languages, including Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu and
Marathi. These materials include eight booklets that combine to provide a basic
primer in Reformed doctrine (approximately 30 pages each) as well as a
commentary on the book of Matthew. Following the sudden death of Dr. Singh
Gangar, the denomination has been searching for a partner who might utilize and
distribute these materials for their intended ministry purpose. This agreement
with Third Millennium Ministries (www.thirdmill.org) is made with this intention.
Commitments:
a. The Outreach Committee of the Free Reformed Churches of North America
will transfer the electronic files of the eight booklets and the commentary of
Matthew to Third Millennium Ministries with the understanding that Third
Millennium Ministries will utilize and promote these materials and their
distribution in the context of their own ministry.
b. Third Millennium Ministries agrees to distribute these materials as
opportunity provides within the context of their ministry. This permission
includes, but is not limited to, distributing the materials in the languages in
which they have been received, translating these materials into additional
languages, and utilizing these materials in various formats. In all cases,
Third Millennium Ministries agrees to respect the integrity of Dr. Gangar’s
work, to provide appropriate credit to the author, and not to amend/ edit the
contents of these publications (beyond cosmetic/ typographical) without
written agreement from the FRCNA Outreach Committee. Such permission
will not be reasonably withheld, the desire being on all parties to respect the
doctrinal integrity of publications and the intent for which they were written
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while providing flexibility to see them utilized and promoted broadly in
suitable formats.
c. The formal rights to this material remains with the FRCNA who may:
a. Should Third Millennium Ministries no longer be utilizing or actively
promoting these materials; or
b. Should a ministry opportunity arise which Third Millennium Ministry is not
able to fulfill
publish or distribute this material without prejudice to this agreement. This
will not be done without prior consultation with Third Millennium Ministry and
only with a view to extending the ministry.
d. Both parties agree to cover all of their own expenses in relation to this and
neither is liable for any expenses incurred by the other in execution of this
agreement.
This agreement is made in good faith with a mutual desire that God’s kingdom
might be advanced, the gospel promoted, and His glory extended to every corner
of the globe.
Dated this ___________ date of June, 2017,
______________________________
________________________________
Ray Pennings,
Dr. Richard Pratt,
Chair, FRCNA Outreach Committee
President, Third Millennium
Ministries
rpennings@cardus.ca
316 Live Oaks Blvd.
Caselberry. FL 32707 USA
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C7: Publications Committee
Report to Synod
of the Publications Committee of the FRCNA
Esteemed delegates,
Your Publications committee was able to meet twice since Synod 2016. Our
chairman is Dr. L.W. Bilkes; our acting chairman is Rev. J. Lewis; Rev. J.
Overduin serves as recording clerk, Mr. H. VanDoodewaard as corresponding
clerk, and Mr. J. denDekker as treasurer. We are grateful for the ongoing work of
Mr. Henk Kleyn as publications coordinator and ex officio member of the
committee, as well as the faithful labours of Mrs. Janey Slingerland, publications
bookkeeper. Please note the following:
A. Periodicals
1. Last January saw the transition of editorship of The Messenger from Rev.
Pronk to Dr. G.M. Bilkes. With thanksgiving we may report that the transition has
gone very well. Dr. Bilkes, together with the able help of assistant editor, Rev.
Kranendonk, has been able to take on the role with speed and skill. The
schedule of The Messenger continues with eleven issues per year. We trust that
this monthly publication continues to provide edifying reading material and serves
by God's grace to bind us together as churches.
2. The work of Open Windows continues as well. We continue to be grateful for
the strong and faithful leadership of all those involved in producing this attractive,
well-written and spiritually helpful resource. May the Lord bless all those who
read it, especially all our young children, that through also this means of teaching
the Word of God and equipping our youth for life in this world, they may be led in
God's ways.
B. Printed Publications
1. Recently we could publish another Bible study on one of the prophets, this one
being on Hosea and written by Rev. J. Westerink. We also note the publication
of a series of studies on Joshua, by Rev. den Butter. We commend both
publications to your purchasing, distributing and above all prayerful reading.
2. Rev. Pronk has finished writing A Goodly Heritage. Given that it is much more
than a history of the FRC in the 1800's and wanting therefore much wider
readership, the committee has decided to ask that RHB publish the book. We
look forward to seeing this book soon and pray God's blessing to be on it.
3. For the books Sermons on the Canons of Dort and Simply Faith, by Revs.
Pronk and Schouls, respectively, study questions are being written to go along
with each chapter. We look forward to this additional resource and hope that it
will help to promote further study of our church confessions.
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4. Other projects include a book by Rev. Wisse on the riches of the covenant and
a soon to be completed study on the Lord's Supper form, written by Rev. J.
Westerink and presently being translated. It's hoped that this resource can be
available soon; it too, we trust, will be most useful to all our people and beyond.
5. One question for which we seek the direction of Synod is what to do if/when
there is a request to print a publication using NKJV. We have done this once
before, with Synod's approval, with the Sunday School Activity Sheets. The
reason we bring it up again is that in currently considering the reprinting of
Learning Bible Truths by Rev. VanderMeyden (we are out of stock), we have
heard of one congregation already on its own initiative reprinting this resource
using the NKJV. While we understand that the official Bible version of the
denomination is the KJV, the question that we have as committee is: Given our
mandate as committee to serve all the churches of the denomination, how should
we respond, if and when a formal request comes to our committee to print or
reprint one of our studies using the NKJV?
C. Marketing
This past spring we printed and distributed 1600 copies of a new FRC
Publications Catalogue. Sufficient copies for every household were sent to every
congregation. Our hope is that by way of this catalogue, more members will
know more about what we've published and that we can increase our sales this
way. We also note here that orders through publications can be paid for with
credit card (via I-Square system), through contact with Mrs. Janey Slingerland,
the Publications bookkeeper, and/or at book table events.
D. Website/Email
1. The committee plans a refresh for frcna.org. That refresh will include an
update of all contacts for congregations and committee as listed on the website.
The committee seeks the help of the churches in alerting us to any changes in
information so that the webmaster can keep the site as current as possible.
2. Office 365: Last year's Synod adopted the proposal to move to Office 365 as
the processor for all denominational committee work. Included in that was the
recommendation that every pastor use as primary email address the frcna.org
address that's been assigned. Not all pastors have signed on, however, and the
committee is seeking to address the reasons for that, including offering training
and help for any who request it. To further aid in this, the committee is proposing
to give every pastor full access to all the products of Office 365 (currently they
can only use the online versions); this will include a subscription, but we believe it
is useful and worth it. In addition to the pastors having an frcna.org address, the
committee is working towards every committee clerk having such an address and
access to 365. Finally, the committee notes that through Office 365, we have
access to "Skype for Business". We encourage committees who in meetings
make use of skype to consider using this helpful resource.
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E. Miscellaneous
1. The committee is thankful for the new Yearbook that was printed, including its
spiral binding.
2. A catechism sermon series for reading is being compiled and will be published
soon.
F. Finances
Given the healthy surplus of funds and no immediate needs, the committee is
proposing lowering the quota from $6 to $4 for 2018. At the same time, please
note that the Messenger subscription costs (for this year at $31.50) are
scheduled to increase to $32.00 in 2018. This is in accordance with Synod
2014's decision to tie subscription costs to the Canadian inflate rate and to round
to the nearest 50 cents.
G. Appointments
The term of Dr. L.W. Bilkes is finished. We are grateful for his many years of
faithful service. Since he cannot be reappointed, your committee wishes to
recommend that Rev. I. Macleod (Grand Rapids) be appointed for a three year
term, expiring 2020. Also, as in past years, we are recommending that Mr. Ray
Pennings be asked to serve Synod as assistant to the clerks.
H. Recommendations
1. that Synod approve subscribing all our pastors to the full version of Office 365;
2. that Synod appoint Rev. I Macleod to serve a three year term, expiring 2020;
3. that Synod appoint Mr. Ray Pennings to serve as assistant to the clerks of
Synod 2017;
4. that Synod give direction with regard to potential requests to print resources
using the NKJV;
5. that Synod approve a quota of $4 for 2018;
6. that Synod approve the appended financial statements;
7. that Synod approve the actions of the committee.
Commending your meeting to the blessing of the Lord,
Rev. J. Overduin, Recording Secretary
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NOTRH AMERICA
Free Reformed Publications
BALANCE SHEET
December 31, 2016
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA
Free Reformed Publications
STATEMENTS OF REVENUE AND DISBURSEMENTS
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2016
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FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF NOTRH AMERICA
Free Reformed Publications
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2016
1. Significant accounting policies:
The financial statements of Free Reformed Publications are prepared using a
cash basis of accounting. All representations are in Canadian dollars. The
exchange rates used for the financial statements are as follows:
Closing
2015

1.384

2016

1.343

2. Review of the statements:
The books of the Free Reformed Publications are kept by Janey Slingerland and
have been reviewed utilizing the 1996 audit program by Mike Harbor and Steven
Lee. They were found to accurately represent the financial transactions and
current position of the fund.
3. Cash and short term deposits:
TD Canada Trust – Chequing
TD Canada Trust – US Chequing (in Can $)

2016
$ 51, 874.91
27,327.52
$ 79,202.43

2015
$ 46,712.88
13,647.68
$ 60,360.56

4. Accounts receivable:
Accounts receivable – Subscriptions and books
Loan interest receivable

$ 42, 018.33

$ 42,873.55

$ 42, 018.33

526.56
$ 43, 400.11

5. Inventory
Reported Value

$ 69,000.00

$ 50,250.00

The inventory valuation has been reported at a nominal value of $32,000 for many years.
It was agreed that this value should be adjusted to something nearer to the real value,
about 70%.
The cost of the inventory at December 31, 2016 was $98,878.
The inventory valuation was increased to 50% of the cost at December 31, 2015.
The inventory valuation was increased to 70% of the cost at December 31, 2016.
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6. Investments
Indwell Community Homes (formerly Homestead Christian Care)
A-249 Caroline Street South, Hamilton, Ontario
Loan 1 – 2004
Loan 2 – 2004
Total Investments

3.5% interest paid semi-annually
3.5% interest paid semi-annually

$ 10,056.25
10,000.00
$ 20,056.25

7. Subscription details
Subscriptions
The
Messenger
Open Windows
Acts of Synod
Yearbook
Total
Subscriptions

Subscription
Revenue
58,333.10

Advertising
Revenue
3,875.00

12,874.75
2,286.50
14,594.50
88,088.85

3,875.00

Publication
Costs
75,716.49

Net
Income (Loss)
(13,508.39)

12,927.80
1,602.92
5,392.36

(53.05)
(683.58)
9,202.14

95,639.57

(3,675.72)
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C8: Refugee Committee

Report
City of Refuge
FRCNA Refugee Committee
June, 2017

Esteemed Brethren,
The City of Refuge / Refugee Committee met three times this past year.
Currently the committee consists of 5 members: Rev. J. Schoeman (chairman),
Miss Fran Westeringh (secretary), Mr. James VanderZwaan (treasurer), Mr.
Jacob VandenBosch, and Rev. Tom Aiken. Mrs. Heddie Driegen (coordinator)
and Mrs. Lieneke (Wullschleger) Stiksma (assistant coordinator) serve as ex
officio members. We are pleased to have two representatives from each of the
three churches in the Fraser Valley serving on the committee.
Our mandate is to draw attention to the plight of Christian refugees around the
world and to encourage and assist churches to sponsor these refugees as the
Lord enables.
The following is a report of developments over the past year:
25 people were approved for resettlement and still waiting for travel visas to be
issued
7 people were interviewed but waiting for results
37 people are waiting to be interviewed from previous years
53 new applications were submitted in 2016 for a total of 119 people; 18 Syrian,
52
Iraqi, 32 Pakistani and 17 other nationalities.
72 people (35 families) arrived in Canada (BC, MB or ON) to a warm welcome
from their church sponsor. Families sponsored by denomination are as follows:
1 – United Reformed Church
2 - Free Reformed Church
3 - Christian Reformed Churches
7 - Non Reformed Churches
10 - Canadian Reformed Churches
11 - Arabic speaking Churches
1 – SOFT (sponsored in faith and trust that God will provide a sponsor
before interview)
16 people no longer required resettlement due to speedier offers from other
countries.
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100 new refugee profiles were added to our database and 50 additional requests
from Pakistani Christians are currently being considered
71 spaces were allocated to our committee in 2016 by Immigration, Refugee &
Citizenship Canada. We also received an additional 46 spaces for a total of 117
Referrals come via: churches in Beirut connected with Middle East Reformed
Fellowship in Cyprus, church mission programs in other countries. In addition,
people find us through the Emmanuel Free Reformed Church website,
Citizenship & Immigration Canada website and word of mouth from other
refugees or family links in Canada.
Churches contact us as a result of increased media attention and the City of
Refuge newsletter
Newsletters and a list of refugee profiles were emailed to churches in January,
March, June & October
Articles were submitted to the Messenger in March & October
City of Refugee received 91 spaces from Immigration, Refugees & Citizenship
Canada (IRCC) on March 2/17
In 2016 we continued to charge sponsors a $100.00 administration fee for each
application submitted which is the maximum allowed under our contract with
IRCC. The Association for Canadian Sponsorship Agreement Holders (of which
we are a member) is asking IRCC for permission to increase this amount. We
are supporting this request.
In Feb 2017 a letter was sent to Reformed churches who have shown some
interest in refugee sponsorship, asking if they would consider holding a free will
offering in support of the work of this committee.
From its inception, financial support for the work of our committee came
exclusively from Free Reformed Churches via synodical assessments and the
occasional free will offering or fundraiser. We are thankful to report that as the
work of our committee becomes more well known, several churches and
individuals outside of our federation are contributing financially enabling us to
report a moderate surplus. Specifically, of the $39, 937 we collected this past
year in gifts and contributions, approximately $17,000 was received from
churches and $5,500.00 from individuals outside of our federation. The balance
came from FRC collections and a hockey fundraiser which was held in the Fraser
Valley last year which netted approximately $9,000.00.
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Our coordinator Heddie Driegen indicated in Oct 2016 that she would like to
retire in Nov 2017 and then consider continuing to work part time (8 – 10 hours
per week) on non- time sensitive aspects of the Coordinator’s role. To this end
your committee has placed an ad in the Messenger, Clarion, and Christian
Renewal inviting applications for this position which will be shared with Mrs.
Lieneke (Wullschleger) Stiksma. We hope to interview applicants at our meeting
to be held at the end of June. As committee we would like to express our sincere
thanks to Heddie for all of her hard work over the past number of years. We will
miss her greatly.
As committee we ask for your continued prayers and financial support. The need
is great. We receive request for sponsorship from Christians all over the world
on a daily basis, many of whom are forced to live in the most appalling
circumstances. Let us remember the words of our Lord who said “Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me” (Matt 25: 40).
With brotherly greetings,
Rev. J. Schoeman
Chairman
Recommendations
1. To approve the budget and the financial statements attached
2. To approve the actions of the committee
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CITY OF REFUGE
Budget & Projections – 2016 and 2017
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FREE REFORMED CHURCH – REFUGEE COMMITTEE
CITY OF REFUGE
Balance Sheet – December 31, 2016
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C9: Theological Education Committee
Free Reformed Theological Education Committee
Report to Synod 2017
Esteemed brethren,
Your Deputies for Theological Education (TEC) are pleased to provide you with
the following account of their actions since Synod 2016. We met four days:
October 19-20, 2016 and March 14-15, 2017 and are scheduled to meet June 5,
2017 as well. The present executive consists of Rev. J. Schoeman (Chairman),
Rev. J. Lewis (Vice-chairman), and Rev. D. H. Kranendonk (Secretary). Mr. J.
Wilbrink continues serving as treasurer of the Seminary Fund.
1. Free Reformed Instruction
We are very grateful for the contribution of Dr. G. M. Bilkes and Dr. D. Murray to
the training of our students as well as of many other students.
Dr. G. M. Bilkes continues to teach a full course load in the Biblical Studies
department. He teaches primarily M.Div courses, and the occasional Th.M.
course. He also is involved in mentoring our students by meeting with them every
few weeks. He preaches in the Grand Rapids area and occasionally in Free
Reformed congregations elsewhere.
Dr. Murray continues to teach a full-time course load in the Practical Theology
and Biblical Studies departments. He is continuing to publish various books as
well as work on his Ph.D. dissertation on Matthew Henry. He is due to have a
sabbatical spring 2018. He serves Grand Rapids FRC close to two Lord’s days
per month.
Rev. C. Pronk gave a one week course on the Dutch Secession in August 2016.
Rev. P. VanderMeyden is scheduled to give a one week church order seminar at
the end of May 2017. Rev. E. Moerdyk is scheduled to teach a course on
Reformed Worship in January 2018 as well as a course on the Belgic Confession
in January 2019.
Your committee recognizes the need to be proactive in encouraging the
development and testing of potential instructors from within our federation for
service in our training program at PRTS and is implementing the policy approved
at Synod 2016 to facilitate this.
Upcoming needs at PRTS are in the Homiletics department of the PhD program
as well as the area of Apologetics and Missions for the regular programs.
2. Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
2.1. Seminary Update
As of this spring, 79 students are taking courses in one of four degrees at PRTS.
In May 2017 PRTS is to have its largest graduating class ever, with 2 Master of
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Arts, 7 Master of Divinity, and 11 Master of Theology degrees to be awarded.
The Board of Trustees is submitting a plan to the HRC Synod for a student
housing complex to be built on the seminary grounds. The rationale for this
complex is that it makes it easier for students to find a place to live close to the
seminary, reduces cost, and fosters seminary community bonds. This housing
complex should be financially self-sustaining if not income generating for the
seminary.
The HRC Synod meeting of October 2015 agreed to establish a PhD program
“designed to meet the widespread demand for a comprehensive doctoral
program that captures academic rigor and integrity, combining this with biblical
piety.” Its purpose is to train those who will be influential in training others. In
August 2016 the first class of PhD students began their coursework in the newly
established PhD program in Historical Theology. The HRC Synod 2017 is to
interview a nominee that would enable a PhD program in Biblical Studies to
begin in August 2017. The hope is to begin a PhD program in Homiletics in
2019. Though the anticipated number of PhD students is much less than the
number enrolled in other degree programs, this addition of a PhD program
involves a doubling of the number of PRTS faculty due to the ATS requirement
that at least two professors be hired for each department (Historical Theology,
Biblical Studies, and Homiletics).
2.2. TEC Relationship with the seminary
Three of your deputies serve on the PRTS Board of Trustees. Rev. D. H.
Kranendonk and Mr. C. Keuning continue to serve. Dr. L. W. Bilkes’ has
completed his second four-year term and therefore cannot be re-nominated.
Rev. E. Moerdyk has been nominated to succeed him. Since the Board of
Trustees is technically appointed by the HRC Synod, the TEC now recommends
FRC BoT member nominees to the HRC Synod which officially appoints them.
This HRC synod appointment is a formality.
In February 2017, two TEC representatives, Rev. H. Overduin and Rev. J.
Koopman, visited PRTS for a regular biennial visit to strengthen the relationship
between PRTS and the TEC, attend classes, and visit with faculty, staff, and
students. In this visit they also focused on the Homiletics department at PRTS
and gained appreciation for what is being done and also discussed ways this
department can be strengthened. A remaining challenge is how PRTS can
operate within the American grading system where 88% is average and at the
same time critique sermons thoroughly and constructively and let the diversity of
sermon quality be reflected in diversity of grades. The end of the trip report
states: “we are convinced our visit was well worth it in every way, not only for our
learning, but also for the encouragement of PRTS professors and staff.”
We appreciate the input of last synod concerning our relationship with and the
development of PRTS. We have discussed the input with a representative of the
PRTS executive, who has encouraged more communication between PRTS and
TEC. We have felt it best not to press the points raised at this time and continue

184

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Acts

to seek a constructive relationship of mutual service with the Board of Trustees
and executive committee of PRTS. An ad hoc committee report on the
relationship with PRTS is to be discussed in the fall.
3. Men under committee care
3.1. New Applicant
Your deputies have interviewed one applicant and recommends synod accept
him as student for ministry in the FRCNA. This applicant is Kenneth Hutton (age
38), member of Grand Rapids FRC and third year student at PRTS (with 50
credits remaining to satisfy TEC requirements). Prior to studying at PRTS he
served as manager of a Christian book store and was member of the Glasgow
congregation of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. In December 2014 he
married his wife Anne, who comes from the Netherlands. We are scheduled to
meet with him again prior to Synod to determine whether to recommend synod
grand him a license to speak an edifying word in the congregations.
3.2. Current students
Student Young Jae Lee is set to have all his required coursework complete
by Synod 2017. He has submitted a sermon on Lord’s Day 20 Lord’s Day 44
to the TEC and been examined on Reformed Worship and FRC history and
distinctives. In June 2016 he had an internship in Oxford County FRC, which
was a positive experience. Upon reviewing student Lee’s situation, we
decided he would be best served by more practical (internship) experience
and English tutoring rather than taking additional, non-required courses in his
final year. We are grateful that the Pastor Aicken and the Langley
congregation were willing to welcome him as an intern from mid-January to
mid-May 2017. Given the importance of this internship and the fact it is
ongoing as of the synod materials submission date, your deputies will submit
a supplementary report with a recommendation concerning Young Jae Lee’s
candidacy. He is in the process of re-enrolling in the Th.M. program at PRTS
to maintain his status in North America.
Student Mark Wagenaar is doing well in his studies and his wife has adjusted
well to Grand Rapids. She is also taking some counselling courses. He
submitted a sermon on Lord’s Day 11 and Mark 1:14-15 to the TEC and
been examined on the Three Forms of Unity. His limited number of
opportunities to lead worship services last summer was a beneficial
experience and your TEC recommends that he be moved from the “under
care phase” to the “Licensure phase,” such that he would have a license to
speak an edifying word in the congregations.
Student Ben van Liere was accepted as a student for ministry by synod 2016
but has a head start course-wise because he already enrolled full time at
PRTS in January 2016. He is doing well in his studies and his family has
enjoyed being in Grand Rapids. He has submitted a sermon on Lord’s Day
23 and Matthew 7:13-14. Your TEC recommends that he be moved from the
“under care phase” to the “Licensure phase.”
Student Benjamin Hicks is finishing his first year of studies at PRTS, which
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has gone well. He and his wife received their second child, a baby boy,
Wallace, late last fall. He submitted a sermon to the TEC on Luke 18:9-14.
Your TEC decided to move him from the probation to the under care phase.
4. Theological Training Program
4.1. Student Exhorting
Student Wagenaar has been asked to develop a proposed summer worship
service schedule for students who have (or will have after this synod) a license to
speak a word of edification. Consistories are requested to fill out the new student
sermon evaluation form presented to Synod 2014 every time a student leads a
service. Such feedback is valuable to your TEC.
Students are permitted to lead worship services during the seminary academic
terms provided their academic progress, family situation, or health is not
negatively impacted. They are to receive permission from their mentor, Dr. G.M.
Bilkes, before accepting such engagements.
Students are encouraged to stay at elders’ homes between services to
encourage informal mentoring. Consistories are encouraged to confirm these
arrangements with students before they arrive to avoid double-bookings.
4.2. Student Phases
In light of the discussion at Synod 2016, TEC recommends a change in its
proposed student Phases policy for termination of status. Instead of it stating
that TEC decides to terminate a student’s status, it is “to recommend to synod
that it terminate the student’s status as student for the ministry in the FRCNA.”
Such a policy is consistent with the fact that synod officially accepts students for
the ministry.
4.3. Internships
Your deputies also recommend that permission be given for internships to take
place in Providence Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, seeing we have a
relationship of restricted correspondence with this congregation and we feel such
an internship would be beneficial to our students. Their current minister, Rev. J.
A. VandenBerg has been well received in our churches, and has experience
ministering in South Africa, the Netherlands, and America, as well as teaching in
Mukhanyo seminary. Having this option available would be ideal for a student
who has a family, making it difficult for him to relocate for an extended period.
We also have numerous students and few experienced pastors in active service.
One of our congregations has received a request to conduct an internship for a
PRTS student. Our Church Order states seminarians without a license from a
denomination may not preach on our pulpits (Article 5.j.2.a). Logistically we also
have a limited number of experienced ministers and several of our own students
needing internships. For these reasons we concluded it is neither within our
mandate nor according to Church Order to have such internships.
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5. Finances
5.1. Financial statements
The financial statements for the year 2016 as well as the budget for 2017 and
forecast for 2018 are attached for your approval. We are thankful that the
receipts for 2016 were up significantly ($89,487) from 2015, due to strong end of
year giving, such that there was a $59,255 surplus in 2016. This support is very
encouraging. The 2017 budget and 2018 estimate expect a slight loss in the
next two years, since we had a significant surplus in 2016.
The budget for 2017 includes a new line of “Internship expenses.” In the past
local congregations were expected to finance internship expenses; however,
since internships benefit the whole denomination it would make sense for the
whole denomination to finance them. This new arrangement also removes
financial factors from the consistory process of deciding whether to have an
intern.
5.2. Financial Arrangements
Since the spring of 2015, Mr. John Wilbrink has provided diligent and precise
service as seminary fund treasurer. Synod 2014 instructed your deputies to
adopt several changes to the seminary fund, one being giving individuals the
opportunity to donate directly to the seminary fund and receive a charitable
receipt. PRTS is soon to be recognized by Canada Revenue Agency such that
donations can be given directly to the seminary fund and charitable receipts
issued by the Seminary fund to individuals. Therefore a new line of “donations”
has been added to the budget beginning in 2017.
6. Events
6.1 Ministerial Retreat
The 2016 Ministerial retreat was held at the Elmhurst Inn from Thursday morning
through Friday afternoon (October 13-14, 2016). Dr. G. M. Bilkes spoke on
preaching Christ and Him crucified, Preaching the Law, and {} and Rev. J. A.
VandenBerg of Providence Reformed Church, Grand Rapids (with whom we
have an ecclesiastical relationship) spoke on Lessons for ministry from
Melanchthon and Suffering and the Family.
We recommend that the two-day, one-night retreat be held just prior to the
October 2017 committee meetings in the Elmhurst Inn (Ingersoll, Ontario) with
Dr. Stephen Meyers and Dr. G. M. Bilkes speaking. This year ministers of
churches with which we have correspondence will be invited. Consistories are
encouraged to urge their minister to attend.
6.2. Seminary Day
Seminary Day 2016 was hosted by the Maranatha Free Reformed Church of
Hamilton, Ont. Dr. G. M. Bilkes spoke on “The Church’s Greatest Danger” and
Rev. D. H. Kranendonk spoke on “The Church’s Greatest Hope.” Some
reflections as well as a powerpoint in light of this being the sixtieth church day
were given.
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Your TEC recommends Seminary Day 2017 take place in Hamilton FRC with
Pastor Albert Martin speaking in the morning on a family related topic and Dr.
William vanDoodewaard speaking in the afternoon, with Dr. D. Murray as backup
speaker.
6.3. Office-bearer’s Conference
The Fall 2016 office-bearer’s conference was a joint HRC-FRC conference held
in Burgessville HRC on “The Church in the Wilderness” with Dr. M. Barrett and
Rev. E. Moerdyk speaking. Rev. Moerdyk’s speech was published in the FRCNA
Yearbook of 2017. The Spring 2017 conference, held in Oxford County FRC, was
on “Challenges Facing Office-bearers Today” by Rev. H. Overduin. The Fall
2017 conference is to be a joint HRC-FRC conference again. Currently the
Interchurch Relations committee is responsible for speakers and program for the
joint HRC-FRC conferences. Your TEC recommends that the Interchurch
Relations Committee take complete responsibility for the joint fall conferences.
7. Historical Centre
The Free Reformed Historical Centre continues to receive some materials
relating to Free Reformed history. The most recent significant contribution was
from Rev. C. Pronk. Mr. Roel Maartense continues to catalogue the materials.
This centre is beginning to establish an online presence to store some of its
resources. Consistories are asked to encourage elderly members to submit
materials relating to the local congregation, denomination, or life generally to the
Historical Centre.
8. Theological Journal
Your deputies note that the Free Reformed Theological Journal has not been
published for a number of years. It is considering the possibility of a rejuvenated
journal focused on equipping office-bearers.
9. Vineland Overture
As mandated by Synod 2016, your TEC has discussed and prepared a proposed
response to the Vineland overture concerning a satellite campus in Ontario to
facilitate the training of men for ministry in the FRCNA. Please see appendix C.
10. Appointments
The primary members Mr. C. Keuning, Rev. D. Kranendonk, Dr. E. Nieuwenhuis,
and Rev. P. VanderMeyden as well as the alternate members Rev. E. Moerdyk
and Mr. G. Postma expire this year. Your TEC recommends these men be
reappointed for new 3 year terms.
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11. Closing Thoughts
Your deputies consider it a privilege to be involved in the training of men for the
ministry in our churches. We are encouraged to see men in various stages of the
program and encourage the churches to pray for those who are training and for
God to call others to the ministry.
May the King of the Church guide you in your deliberations for the good of His
church.
12. Recommendations
1. To accept Mr. Kenneth Hutton as student for ministry in the FRC (see
3.1).
2. To move student Mark Wagenaar to the licensure phase which gives him
permission to lead services in our federation (see 3.2)
3. To move student Ben VanLiere to the licensure phase (see 3.2).
4. To approve the introductory section of the Student Phases Policy (see
4.2, Appendix B)
5. To give permission to the TEC to request students have an internship at
Providence Reformed Church (Grand Rapids) (see 4.3).
6. To approve the financial statements for 2016, budget for 2017, and
forecast for 2018 (see 5.1, appendix A).
7. To approve the proposal for the Ministers’ Retreat 2017 as outlined in the
report (see 6.1).
8. To assign complete responsibility for the fall HRC-FRC office-bearers
conferences to the Interchurch Relations Committee (see 6.3)
9. To approve the recommendations for Seminary Day 2017 (see 6.2).
10. To approve the recommended responses to the Vineland Overture (See
9, appendix C)
11. To re-appoint for a three-year term as primary members Mr. C. Keuning,
Rev. D. Kranendonk, Dr. E. Nieuwenhuis, and Rev. P. VanderMeyden
and as alternate members Rev. E. Moerdyk and Mr. G. Postma.
12. [To approve the forthcoming recommendations concerning student Lee
and Mr. Hutton]
13. To Approve the actions of your deputies.
Respectfully submitted, D. H. Kranendonk, Secretary
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Appendix A: Financial Statements
Free Reformed Churches of North America
Seminary Fund
Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2016
(in Canadian $)
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Free Reformed Churches of North America Seminary Fund
Statement of Revenues and Expenses (in Canadian $)
For the year ended December 31, 2016
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Seminary Fund
Budget and Projection
For the years ending December 31, 2017 & 2018
(in Canadian $)
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Seminary Fund
Notes to the Financial Reports
December 31, 2016
(in Canadian $)
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Seminary Fund are prepared utilizing the accrual
basis of accounting.
2. Review of the Books:
The financial statements of the Seminary Fund have been reviewed, utilizing the
1996 standard review program, by Mr. Garry Pennings and Mr. Jerry Hamstra.
The records were found to be accurate and in good order.
3. Cash:
Cash and Term deposits consist of the following:
Chequing & U.S. Accounts
GIC’s

2016
$ 147,901
$ $ 147,901

2015
$88,646
$ $ 88,646

4. Comments:
a.

For 2016 Grand Rapids decision was to support the Seminary Fund
through church gifts and donations with the goal being to maintain the
total 2015 level of support
b. 2017 salaries for Dr. G.M. Bilkes and Dr. D. Murray teaching at PRTS
totals USD $246,775 @ 1.35 = Canadian $333,150
c. Foreign exchange impact included in the numbers shown
Exchange rate impact for 2016 was $52,215
Exchange rate impact for 2017 estimated to be $64,100
Exchange rate impact for 2018 estimated to be $66,100
Average closing exchange rate for the year 2015 was $1.281122
Average closing exchange rate for the year 2016 was $1.3243
Closing exchange rate for January 31, 2017 was $ 1.34
Forecast average exchange rate for 2017 is $1.35
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Appendix B: Student Phases
Introductory notes:
1. The phases listed below do not necessarily correspond with years of
study. In other words, it is conceiveable that a student could be in his third
year of study and still be in level 2, or second year of study and in level 3,
etc.
2. In the case where a student fails to receive the required 70% approval of the
committee to move on to the next phase, the committee must decide whether
(a.) to let the student remain in the current phase until he achieves the
prerequisites for the next phase and a 70% approval of the committee or (b.)
to recommend that Synod terminate the student’s status as a student for the
ministry in the FRCNA. After discussion, this will be determined by the
majority outcome in a vote between these two options.
3. In evaluating whether the student has achieved the benchmarks necessary
to be promoted to the next phase, the committee should ensure that it takes
into sufficient consideration the student’s overall performance. In other
words, it should not treat the benchmarks as a kind of check list which alone
will determine whether the student is promoted to the next level.
Phase One: Probation
In this phase the student is admitted into the theological training program
normally as a full-time student and comes under the oversight of the TEC. A
student is admitted to this level with the hope that he may serve in the ministry in
the FRCNA and at the same time is given this period to prove himself further.
Phase Two: Under Care
In this phase, the student becomes a student for the ministry in the FRCNA. This
means he will be more intensely nurtured by the TEC with a view to presenting
him as a candidate for the ministry in the FRCNA.
Phase Three: Licensure
In this phase, the student is given a license to speak an edifying word in the
churches.
Phase Four: Candidacy
In this phase, the student be a candidate available for call to a ministry in the
FRCNA.
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Appendix C: TEC proposed Response to Vineland Overture
Esteemed brethren,
The Vineland Consistory overtured Synod 2016 to “consider putting in place a
Canadian satellite & on-line Seminary program,” citing distance from home
congregation, and familial logistics, as their rational for a Canadian satellite
school. The Vineland Consistory proposed:
1. To enable students to do their studies from their current home location
allowing families to live and worship without disruption.
2. As PRTS already has a strong on-line study program in place,
students can do most of their course work on-line from home.
3. Creating a physical satellite location will allow certain courses to be
taught classroom style, using our own pastors, and create a place where
exams can be written. This location will also provide a place for students
and potential students to be mentored by local pastors, elders and
visiting professors. The satellite location can change geographically (i.e.
use of local churches) with minimal costs.
4. Certain courses of limited duration time (i.e. 1 week) can still be taught
at PRTS in Grand Rapids, reducing costs, as only the student would be
required to travel.
Your Theological Education Committee was tasked by Synod 2016 to consider
and respond to this overture, and to present it at Synod 2017. After discussing
the matter at its October 2016 meeting, it established and ad hoc committee to
work out the particulars. Its report was reviewed at the spring meeting, adjusted,
and hereby submitted to Synod 2017.
Satellite Campus
In discussing this overture, your committee recognizes the value in a training
system that integrates the local church into the education of our students.
Further, we also recognize the benefit of incurring as little disruption to family life
as possible. At the same time, we believe that moving away from home to attend
Seminary often has benefits for the student and his family. Especially for those
who have always been members of one congregation, moving away during the
student years helps them learn to adjust to a new congregation and find their role
and place, before they have to do so when ministry begins. Various students
and their wives have expressed gratitude for this opportunity. The Grand Rapids
congregation does a tremendous service to our federation by taking in our
Canadian students and their families and treating them as their own, even if it is
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only for a few years. Furthermore, should the satellite campus be in Ontario, this
would be of no value to students from western Canada.
We have discussed the feasibility of a PRTS satellite school in Ontario in
consultation with Dr. G. M. Bilkes. During our discussions we were informed by
Dr. Bilkes of two serious impediments in implementing this proposal.
First, as an accredited seminary with the Association of Theological Schools
(ATS), PRTS requires that 50% of its courses be taken on campus for it to award
a M.Div. degree. This means that 55 credits would need to be completed in
Michigan. An unofficial satellite school could not realistically accommodate such
a requirement via on-line studies and our own ministers as instructors.
Second, an official satellite school would be very difficult to set up. We were
informed that in the recent past, Dr. A. Neele investigated setting up a satellite
program for obtaining an advanced PRTS degree in Ontario. This met serious
difficulties. Ontario proved to be one of the most difficult provinces in which to set
up a legally accredited satellite school. Furthermore, this would incur substantial
costs.
Given this information, your committee agreed that a FRC satellite campus in
Ontario is not feasible under the present circumstances.
Alternate path: Extensive Internships
Your TEC appreciated the forward-looking, proactive thinking of the Vineland
consistory. While thankful for the excellent spiritual and theological environments
of both Grand Rapids FRC and PRTS, we do recognize some improvements to
our present system may be possible. The Vineland overture led your TEC to
discuss the possibility of students spending three years at PRTS to obtain their
M.Div. degree and then finishing their M.Div courses in combination with a oneyear internship in a FRC congregation. This would help the student and his family
transition into a pastoral mode, give them more pastoral experience before
beginning their ministry, provide tailored mentoring to help them develop given
their own strengths and weaknesses, and enable them to become more familiar
with the Free Reformed Churches (especially if they have not grown up in them).
The number of PRTS credits required by the TEC program was lowered from
around 150 credits when we began using PRTS to 122 credits (if Greek is taken
ahead of time). The standard PRTS M.Div. requirement is for 106 credits. Our
students currently take an average of 32 credits per year, which would give them
96 credits in three years. This would leave 26 credits to be taken in the final year
(3 of which are internship credits).
If the number of additional TEC credits could be lowered by having equivalent
training opportunities worked into an extended internship, six to twelve month
internship may be possible. While it is not directly mandated by the Vineland
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Overture we believe exploring this path may address some of the concerns of the
Vineland overture. We look for guidance.
Recommendations:
1. That Synod not mandate the establishment of a PRTS satellite campus in
Ontario at this time.
2. That Synod request the TEC to further investigate the possibility of a more
extensive internship during a student’s final year and report back to Synod 2018.
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C10: Theological Student Support Committee
Freelton, Ontario

Synod of the Free Reformed Churches, In

Session June 5-8, 2017
April 18, 2017
George (calling church)
Esteemed Brethren,

Providence FRC, St.

The Theological Student Support Committee submits the following report.
We are thankful to report that all congregations paid the required assessment to
the Theological Student Support Fund for the Year 2016. We acknowledge also,
with appreciation, extra donations received from various congregations and
others.
The books of the Theological Student Support Fund were audited by Mr. Garry
Pennings and Mr. Jerry Hamstra of the Dundas congregation. The financial
records were found to be in good order.
A copy of the financial statement for the year ending December 31, 2016, a
budget for the year 2017 and a projection for 2018 are included with this report.
In preparing the projection for 2018 consideration was given to 1.) Continued
support of three students presently studying; 2.) Completion of studies by one
student in 2017; 3.) Anticipation of acceptance of one new student by Synod
2017; 4.) Exchange rate between Canadian and U.S. dollar will remain close to
the current rate. Considering all these factors the committee feels that the current
quota assessment of $25.00 can be maintained for the year 2018 to cover the
anticipated demand on funds. If there should be additional unforeseen support
requirements which would cause the fund balance to approach zero, a special
appeal will be made to the churches for increased support to rectify the situation.
At the request of the Interchurch Relations Committee, as approved by Synod
2016, the committee has considered and approved a revision to Supplement E10 of Church Order Article 19, to indicate that allowance is given to FRC
candidates and ministers with less than 10 years’ experience to serve in the FRC
or HRC without being required to reimburse financial support assistance received
while studying. We have also removed the reference to the number of persons
on the committee as this was also increased by one at Synod 2016. All changes
have been indicated by being bolded and an asterisk placed in the left margin. A
copy of the revised Supplement is attached to this report.
The terms of Brothers Bill Pols and John Wilbrink will expire this year. As a
committee, we propose that they both be re-appointed for another three-year
term.
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Proposals to Synod:
a) To approve the financial statement for the year 2016 as presented.
b) To maintain the assessment for the Theological Student Support Fund at
$25.00 per member for the year 2018.
c) To approve the projected budget for the year 2018 as presented.
d) To approve the revision made to Supplement 10-E of Church Order
article 19.
e) To re-appoint Brothers Bill Pols and John Wilbrink as members of the
committee for another three-year term.
f) To approve the actions of this committee.
May the Lord richly bless your meetings.
Respectfully submitted,
J. Wilbrink, secretary/treasurer
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Theological Student Support Fund
Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2016

199

200

FRCNA Synod 2017 – Acts

Free Reformed Churches of North America
Theological Student Support Fund
Statement of Operations (2016)
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Theological Student Support Fund
2017 Budget & 2018 Projection
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Theological Student Support Fund
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2016
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Theological Student Support Committee are
prepared utilizing the cash basis of accounting.
2. Review of the Books:
The financial statements of the Theological Student Support Fund have been
reviewed, utilizing the 1996 standard review program, by Mr. Garry Pennings and
Mr. Jerry Hamstra. The records were found to be accurate and in good order.
3. Cash:
Cash deposits consist of the following:
TD Chequing

4. Assessments:

2016
45,008
45,008

5. Variance Explanations:
a. Based on 4968 members at $20.00 per member
b. Based on 5143 members at $25.00 per member
c. Living Expenses, books and Christian education expenses; Cdn $
exchange rate set at 1.35
d. Postage & Office expense

2015
14,420
14,420
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Free Reformed Churches of North America
Theological Student Support Fund
For the year ended December 31, 2016
Financial Review Report
We have conducted the following review procedures on the books and records of
the Seminary Fund of the Free Reformed Churches of North America.
1. Reviewed the year-end bank reconciliation.
2. Reviewed the disbursements journal and examined supplier invoices of a
test basis.
3. Reviewed the income receipts journal.
Based on the above procedures, we have found the financial statements
accurately reflect the operations of the Seminary Fund for the year ended
December 31, 2016.
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Supplement No. E – 10
(Cf. C.O. Article 19)
THEOLOGICAL STUDENT SUPPORT COMMITTEE
MANDATE
The mandate of the Theological Student Support Committee is to provide financial
assistance to those theological students who are in need as stated in C. O. Article 19.
REGULATIONS
1.

In providing and administering this assistance, Synod has established the
THEOLOGICAL STUDENT SUPPORT COMMITTEE consisting of four members
appointed by Synod.
2. The members of this Committee are appointed for a term of three years; after which
the members’ term shall expire, however the retired member may be re-elected for
another term.
3. Every year the Committee shall make an announcement, that young men who have a
desire to become a minister of the Word in our churches, may submit a request for
financial assistance, providing a favourable report from the Theological Education
Committee is issued.
4. The Committee is not responsible for providing payment for services rendered by the
students in various churches.
5. The Committee shall make a full investigation of the applicant’s financial status and
will grand him a study allowance according to his need;
5.1. The Committee shall require from the student full disclosure of all his liquid and
non-liquid assets.
5.2. The Committee is not responsible for any outstanding loans.
6. Every year the Committee, after having received a renewed request from those being
financially supported, and following a recommendation from the Theological
Education Committee concerning the student’s study performance and walk of life,
shall again determine the amount of financial assistance for one year;
6.1. The Committee shall request from the student an estimated budget of living
expenses, each year, for review.
6.2. The Committee shall require from the students that they report any change in
support payment requirements, for re-evaluation.
7. Monies for this Fund are to be raised through quota as stipulated by Synod and
through special gifts, donations, etc. Payments of quotas are due and payable every
three months in advance.
8. The determined support payments shall be forwarded to the students on a monthly
basis.
9. The treasurer of the Fund shall receive, disburse, and keep records of all monies in
the Fund.
10. A financial statement accompanied by written report concerning the Committee’s
activities shall be rendered each year to Synod.
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11. Candidates after six months will not receive any further financial support from the
Theological Student Support Committee if during a period of six months they have not
received a call not accepted a call. (Synod 1990).
12. Upon receiving and accepting a call during the first six months, the Theological
Student Support Committee will make arrangements with the Candidates till they
have been ordained in the ministry. (Synod 1990).
13. Support Reimbursement
13.1. In the event that a student, in the judgement of this Committee and the
Theological Education Committee has discontinued his study without just cause,
the student is obliged to reimburse the Committee for all the monies he has
received in respect of financial study assistance.
13.2. In the event that a candidate for the ministry has withdrawn his candidacy or left
the Free Reformed denomination, to other than the Heritage Reformed
denomination, without just cause, as determined by Synod, he shall be obliged
to reimburse the Committee for the total amount he has received in respect of
financial study assistance.
13.3. Any minister who leaves the ordained ministry without just cause, as determined
by Synod, or accepts a call outside of the Free Reformed or Heritage
Reformed denominations within ten years shall be obliged to reimburse the
Committee for the total amount he has received in respect of financial study
assistance minus ten percent (10%) for every full year he has served as minister
in the denomination.
13.4. The Committee will make proper arrangement of repayment with the person
concerned.
14. The Committee, in order to carry out Article 13 shall require from every student a
signed document reading as follows:

15. These Regulations may be altered, amended and revised by Synod only.
Revised June 2017
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C11: Youth & Education Committee
Report to Synod 2017 of the Free Reformed Churches of North America
The Youth & Education Committee is pleased to provide this report with an account
of their actions since Synod 2016. The committee met twice in the past year, during
the Fall and Spring synodical committee meetings. The current executive of the
committee is as follows: Mr. Willem Bouma (chairman), Mr. Brian Koomans (vicechairman), Mr. Nathan Kranendonk (Secretary), and Mr. Jeff Bokma (Treasurer).
1. Youth Messenger/Youth Web App
The Youth & Education committee are developing a web app as a means of
increased outreach and increased accessibility for the Youth Messenger. The
committee is proposing that the Youth Messenger will be assimilated into this web
app with regular article postings and a searchable repository of past Youth
Messenger content. Following the Spring 2017 issue, the paper copy of the Youth
Messenger will be discontinued. The development of the web app is underway with
the launch date of the web app set for October 2017. Youth devotionals may be
added to the web app to allow email subscribers to have a daily devotional plan on
their phone, tablet or computer.
2. Camps
As part of their mandate from Synod, the Youth & Ed committee provides advice
and direction in regards to each of the FRC camps. If approved by the committee,
funding for 20% of the camp’s costs is provided. To be approved, the camps must
submit a report to both the Spring and Fall meetings outlining the previous camp
and plans for the next camp. We thank the Lord for this blessing for our youth and
pray for His blessing on the four camps which are planned for Summer 2017: Camp
East, Camp Alberta Jr. & Sr. and Camp British Columbia.
3. Youth Publications
a) Devotionals: The Youth & Ed Committee has published five devotionals,
covering an age group from ages 6-18+. These five devotionals are available for
purchase.
• “Because He Lives” (ages 6-8)
• “Their Lives and Your Life: Children’s Devotions on Bible Characters”
(ages 9-12)
• “A Message for You: A Daily Devotional for Teens” (ages 12-15)
• “The Time of Your Life” (ages 16-18)
• “Walk in the Light (ages 18+)
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5. Financial Report
Youth & Ed’s financial records follow this report. Our present quota of $3/member
is sufficient for our publications and funding of the four youth camps. We are
requesting the continuation of our quota into 2018 at $3/member.
6. Recommendations to Synod 2017:
a) That Synod approve the appointment of brother Gerrit Sinke to a first term
(ending 2020).
b) That Synod approve the appointment of Rev. Scott Dibbet to a first term (ending
2020). He will serve as a replacement for Rev. Joel Overduin who has completed
his fourth and final term.
c) That Synod approved the Financial Statement of the Youth&Ed: 2015/16
statements, 2017/18 budget, and the 2018/19 projections.
d) That Synod approve the continued development of the youth app and the
transition of the Youth Messenger from a paper magazine to this digital web app.
e) That Synod approve a quota of $3/member for 2017/18
f) That Synod approve the work of this committee.
Respectfully Submitted, Mr. Nathan Kranendonk, Secretary
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Youth & Education Committee of the Free Reformed Churches
Balance Sheet December 31, 2015

Youth & Education Committee
Notes to Financial Statements
for the year ended December 2016
1. Significant Accounting Policies:
The financial statements of the Youth & Education are prepared utilizing
the accrual basis of accounting. All representations are in Canadian
dollars.
2. Review of Book:
The financial statement of the Youth & Education has been reviewed,
utilizing the 1996 standard review program by __________________
The records were found to be in good order.
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Youth & Education Committee of the Free Reformed Churches
Statements of Revenue and Expenditures
For the Year Ended December 2016
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Youth & Education Committee of the Free Reformed Churches
Budget for 2017 / 2018
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AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS
A1: Interim

Report Joint HRC/FRC Church Union Committee

Members of the committee: Jim Beeke, Jake Sinke, Rev. Don Overbeeke, Rev.
Mark Kelderman, Connor Keuning, Ed Laman, Rev. Jack Schoeman, Rev. Eric
Moerdyk
Due to some scheduling challenges, we were not able to meet until Friday
March 17. We had a very brotherly meeting and were able to frankly address
each other without tension or offence.
We began by discussing John 17 and agreed that in light of the Lord’s
prayer that His church should strive to be one not just in doctrine, love for Christ,
and cooperation in various kingdom work, but also in organic union. We believe
therefore that a serious attempt should be made to display our oneness to a
watching world since organic union of our federations is both desirable and
feasible. At the same time, we also agreed that this is unity in the truth not at the
expense of truth and therefore we should address the issues honestly.
Our joint statement of doctrinal agreement already addresses many
important points. To summarize, we share the same psalter and forms, support
the same psalter revision, worship very similarly, love experiential discriminating
evangelistic Christ centered preaching, and hear each other’s pastors gladly.
We identified a few important points that warrant careful discussion, and
based on our discussions believe that a way can be found to come to a unified
position on these items that will be acceptable to our respective federations.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bible translation
Head coverings
Consistorial versus synodical authority on matters such as pulpit
supply
Theological education: implementation of our shared PRTS vision;
denominational responsibility for our theological students
The Westminster standards as official confessions
Helping our congregations to see the biblical necessity and beauty
of organic union
Church order fine tuning (how church membership papers are
processed; divorce and re-marriage; ministerial credentials and
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calling procedures; synodical culture, procedure, and
assessments). We believe these points would be best resolved by
tasking our respective church order committees to meet together
whenever Synod mandates them to do so.
We are asking for our mandate to be extended for another year in order to
provide a detailed report with recommendations on each of these items to our
respective Synods in 2018. We plan to meet in the fall to discuss a detailed final
report.

Submitted in Christian love with the prayer that our Lord’s command will be
realized among us.
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A2: Interdenominational Psalter Revision Committee
March 1, 2017
Dear brothers of our respective Synods,
Since last reporting to Synod 2016, the Psalter Revision Committee has
continued to actively pursue the goal of presenting a proposed revision of the
Psalter.
We are very thankful for the positive reports from Synod 2016, as well as the
encouragements to continue the work. Since last Synod report, the committee
has continued to function as previously reported. The strong working relationship
between the men of various denominations continues, and we are thankful for
the growing relations and appreciation.
Highlights of Recent Work:
•

•
•
•
•
•

The committee has met in person on April 29, 2016 in Grand Rapids,
Michigan; September 9, 2016 in Vineland, Ontario; and January 27 and
28, 2017 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Many other meetings have
occurred with the various teams in person, and through videoconference.
Discussion is ongoing concerning the music, grammar, new design of the
proposals.
An initial review of Books I and II of the Psalms has been completed.
That means Psalters 1-243 have been reviewed according to the
principles approved at Synod2016.
Proposals for Books I and II are being developed. Currently it appears
that from Psalters 1-200, approximately only 15% will receive any
substantial changes.
The project has attracted the attention of various gifted members of our
churches, and we are employing these gifts as deemed necessary.
Means of developing awareness of this project amid the people have
continued: a number of articles have appeared in each of the
denominational magazines; a website has been developed
(www.thepsalter.net) that will receive new material as appropriate; a
number of the proposed revisions will also be performed by choirs and
recordings posted to Youtube.

Looking Ahead:
In the next year the committee hopes to continue its revision of Books I and II,
discuss the feedback received concerning Book III, and prepare Books I-III for
sharing.
**See separate pdf document for music Synod 2017 Book 3**
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Budget
We are thankful for the budget monies granted by each denomination. At this
reporting, our only costs have been for software (approximately US $371
/denomination). We do hope to grant honorariums to those individuals who have
inserted the music and lyrics into the software at the end of each stage of the
work.
Actions Requested:
At this point, the committee has edited the Book III section shared with Synod
2016, and is re-sharing that edited work. The Committee requests Synod 2017:
1.

2.

To declare that the proposed revisions of Psalms 73-89 (Book III) are in
harmony with the principles of text, music, and format approved at Synod
2016. (Those principles and a summary of the revisions are attached, as
is the proposed Book III). This declaration of synod is not a final approval
of the section, and all the details, but a statement that the synod judges
that the principles have been followed.
To approve the distribution of Psalms 73-89 (Book III) to the local
congregations for their usage and feedback. This should not be taken as
final approval of the proposals, but only approval for distribution for
further feedback.

On behalf of the Psalter Revision Committee,
Rev. David VanBrugge, Secretary
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Appendix A: Governing Principles
A. Text. We affirm the desire to sing accurate renditions of the Psalms. It is the
purpose of the committee to review the general accuracy of the lyrics in the
current Psalter. It was noted that the 1912 committee generally saw the first
version of each psalm in the Psalter as the most accurate rendition of the psalm.
The general accuracy of the text will be considered along the following criteria:
1) Is all of the Scriptural Psalm represented in the Psalter? Is the entire
Psalm contained in one Psalter where possible?
2) Is the text faithful to Scripture?: Is it theologically sound?; Is it the
language of Scripture?; Are all things included that have been omitted in
the past? To what degree is it a paraphrase or does it include
unnecessary poetic license?
3) Is there unnecessary overlap between the Psalters, and how the Psalm
is represented? It was suggested that the more commonly sung psalms
should have more Psalter renditions, including less comprehensive ones.
4) Are the lyrics good poetry and do they demonstrate effective use of
language? While we strive for faithful text, some license and freedom
must be allowed so that the versifications are not rigid, and lists of
names and nations are not necessarily included, etc.;
5) Are there any archaic or unfamiliar words that should be replaced? [It
was noted that all 3 Synods agreed that all pronoun references to the
Lord be retained in their archaic form. This would also demand some
archaic grammatical structures. Archaic language may also be retained if
it is central to the poetry];
6) Are the meters and rhymes effective?;
7) Does the Psalter promote / retain Christian language, so that appropriate
NT idioms in the poetry are maintained?
The general accuracy of the text must be considered in relation to what is already
familiar and will be revised and compared with other versions only if the Psalter is
seen as inaccurate.
B. Music. We affirm the desire to sing excellent music in the Psalter. It is then
the purpose of the committee to review the general quality of the music of the
Psalter. It was noted that the Psalter should be designed for congregational (not
choral) singing, while maintaining a range of simple to more complex tunes.
The general quality of the music / tunes will be considered along the following
criteria:
1) Is the tune too difficult? Does it have too wide a range, inconsistent or
difficult rhythms, awkward leaps, etc?
2) Is the music aesthetically pleasing? Is the melody pleasing? Is the
harmony appropriate?
3) Is the music suited for the text to which it has been assigned?
4) Does the music call undue attention to itself?
5) Does the music or tune have inappropriate associations?
6) Is the music pitched too high? Would this selection sound better in
another key?
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Again, the general quality of the music must be considered in relation to what is
already familiar, and will be revised only if the music of worship would be
stronger because of these changes.
C. Format. We affirm the desire to sing from an easily usable Psalter. It is then
the purpose of this committee to review the layout and format of the Psalter. It
was noted that the Psalter should be designed to help the people know their
Psalms better.
The general formatting of the Psalter will be considered along the following
criteria:
1) The Psalters must be numbered in such a way that the selection is
determined by the Psalm number. (EG: have 1A and 1B for Psalm 1;
10A, 10B, 10C for Psalm 10, etc.).
2) Where possible, there should be one Psalter that reflects the entire
Psalm
3) The Genevan Psalms are to be placed under the appropriate psalm.
4) Each Psalter should have its own page when possible.
5) Unhelpful musical notations and editorial comments should be
eliminated.
6) Tune and authorial information should be placed on the page.
7) Biblical psalm titles could be adapted for inclusion.
Principles for Revision, according to Text, Music, Format
Text
Principle 1: Completeness. Where possible, represent the complete Psalm in
at least one tune.
Principle 2: Faithfulness. Ensure that the lyrics are faithful to Scripture.
Principle 3: Valuable overlaps. Remove songs that have unnecessary
overlap with other versions of the same Psalm. Add songs where more
should be available. Aim for more than one song per Psalm.
Principle 4: Poetic value. Ensure that the lyrics are poetic and demonstrate
effective use of language. Strive for faithful text, allowing some license and
freedom so versifications are not rigid. Lists of names and nations are not
necessarily included.
Principle 5: Replace archaic or unfamiliar words. Retain archaic pronoun
references to the Lord and associated grammatical structures.
Principle 6: Ensure that the meters and rhymes are effective.
Principle 7: Ensure that appropriate NT idioms [references to Christ] are
retained.
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B. Music
Principle 8: Improve or replace difficult tunes that have too wide a range
(generally greater than an octave), inconsistent or difficult rhythms, too many
different rhythmic patterns within one song, and awkward leaps.
Principle 9: Ensure that tunes are aesthetically pleasing (melodically and
harmonically) for congregational singing.
Principle 10: Ensure that tunes are suited for the text to which they are
assigned.
Principle 11: Ensure that tunes do not call undue attention to themselves.
Principle 12: Where possible, replace tunes that have inappropriate
associations.
Principle 13: If a tune is pitched too high, change to another key.
C. Format
Principle 14: Eliminate unhelpful musical notations and editorial comments.
Principle 15: Write out repeated sections
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Summary of Changes in Selections 201-243, Psalms 73-89 (Book III)
Note the format as follows:
- ### - ##A
first number is the original Psalter number
second number is the revised one, highlighting the connection to the Psalm
-Principle #: Description of change and any additional reasoning deemed
necessary.
201 - 73A
• Principles 3 & 10: we kept the first tune and dropped the second
tune. The first tune is more subdued, while the second is more lively; we
thought the words of the Psalm better fit a subdued tune.
• Principle 1: we put all 10 stanzas of 201 and 202 to the first tune, to have
a complete version of Psalm 73.
• Principle 5: word endings: we changed “shalt” to “shall” (stanza 9).
202 - 73B
• Principle 14: regarding the tune, we deleted both “ritards” and the first
fermata. We judge the second fermata (in the chorus) to have value.
• Principle 1: regarding the words, as we incorporated them also into 73A,
all those comments apply.
203 - 73C
• Principle 13: lowered to the key of B-flat
204 - 73D
• Principles 3, 8, & 9: We dropped the second tune.
439 - 73E
• To be included at a later time (Genevan selections still to be discussed)
205 - 74
• Principles 8, 9, & 10: The current tune has its problems. We used the
tune of 185, which 1) fits the words well, and 2) is well enough known by
our people, so they need not learn a new tune to a relatively unfamiliar
song.
• Principle 5: In stanza 4 we changed “impious” to “wicked.”
• Principle 5: In stanza 9, we changed “didst” to “did.”
• We considered having a 74B, which would be the Genevan selection; we
decided not to because the tune is the same as to Psalter 426.
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206 - 75
• Principle 5: In the second stanza, changed “didst” to “did” and “wilt” to
“will.”
• Principle 8: Fixed the 6th chord; alto note went from A to middle C;
soprano from middle C to E.
• Principle 2: In the fourth stanza, changed "Israel" to "Jacob" as per the
KJV, Ps. 75:9
207 - 76A
• Principle 13: Tune: lowered to the key of C.
• Principle 5: Words: changed “hath” to “has” (stanza 1), “wrought” to
“worked” (stanza 3), and in stanza 4 “pay ye to” is now “pay unto.” We
kept the word “fray” in order to avoid having to find a one syllable word
with similar meaning which rhymes.
• Principle 2: In stanza 4, we changed “Mighty kings obey and fear Him,
Princes bow before His throne” to “He is terrible to princes, They are
judged before His throne.”
Reason: although the Psalter’s rendition expresses the idea of God’s
sovereignty over earthly kings, as does the Psalm, the change a) is a
more literal versification of Psalm 76:12, and b) makes the idea of
sovereignty more graphic.
208 - 76B
• Principle 14: We omitted the rests, and lengthened the previous note by
one beat.
• Principle 2: Stanza 4: we changed the last two lines of the lyrics from
"Ye kings and princes, own your King, with reverence and with awe draw
near" to “Cut off shall be each wicked king, Each prince in judgment shall
appear.”
Reasons - same as the change for 76A.
209 - 77A
• Principles 9 & 10: The current tune is mediocre. We changed the tune to
“Das Neugeborne Kindelein.”
• Principle 5: We changed “didst” to “did” in stanza 11.
210 - 77B
• Principle 13: We lowered the tune to the key of E-flat.
211 - 77C
• Principle 15: Wrote the music out twice, rather than having a repeat.
• Principle 8: Removed the slur in the tenor line, second to last measure,
so that the tenors change the word at the same time the SAB change the
word. They still move down on the next beat.
• Principle 5: Changed “didst” to “did” in stanza 3.
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212 - 77D
• Principle 13: Lowered the first tune to the key of G.
• Principle 14: Deleted the fermatas.
• Principle 12: Omitted the second tune.
440 - 77E
• To be included at a later time (Genevan selections still to be discussed)
213 - 78A
• Principle 1: We combine the words of 213 and 214 in one number, using
the tune of 213.
• Principles 3 & 10: We delete the tune of 214. As a result of combining,
we also drop the first stanza of 214 (since it's merely a repeat from 213)
• Principle 5: Changed “hath” to “has” twice in stanza 2.
• Principles 1 & 2: Added two stanzas - they appear as 15 and 16 in the
song - between stanzas 14 and 15 of the current song. These new
stanzas more specifically versify plagues 2 through 9, as found in Psalm
78:45-50. They read:
15. The locust and flies their harvests decreased,
No plenty remained for man or for beast.
The frogs and the lice o’er the land did abound,
The vines and the trees were laid low to the ground.
16. Their herds were destroyed by hail from the sky,
The flocks were struck down with fire from on high,
The pestilence ravaged throughout all the land,
God’s people were saved by His Almighty hand.
214
• As noted above, we deleted the tune and combined the words with 213.
215 - 78B
• Principle 10: We changed the tune to “The King of Love my Shepherd
is,” which we had to adapt to Common Meter, as it was 8787.
216 - 79A
• Principle 10: We replaced the tune; used the tune named “O Liebe
Meiner Liebe.”
217 - 79B
• Principle 14: Removed the rest at end of song and replaced the last note
with a dotted half.
218 - 80A
• Principle 9: We changed the time signature from common timing to 2/2
• Principle 5: We modified the following stanzas:
o Stanza 1: 2nd phrase was “who leadest like” is “who leads us like”
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Stanza 5: 2nd phrase was “which Thou hast planted” is “the
vineyard planted”
Stanza 6: 2nd phrase was “The son of man Thou madest strong
to be” is “the son of man, whom Thou made strong for Thee”
Rationale: these changes removed archaisms and made the
versification closer to the Psalm

Principle 3: Song removed

221 - 80B
• Principle 1: We added stanzas 4-6 from Psalter 220 to cover the Psalm
completely in one number
220 - 80C
• Principle 8: We removed the ‘ritard’ note at the end of the song
• Principle 2: Made this the third selection because the second tune
selection is a better match for the Psalm (following the logic of the 1912
Psalter to make the most accurate and complete renditions the first
numbers of the Psalm)
222 - 81A
• Principle 2: We modified the following stanzas to reflect the Psalm more
accurately:
Stanza 4: 1st phrase was “hear My pleadings” is “hear my
warnings”
Stanza 7: replace “their foes subduing, fill their lips with songs of
praise” with “their foes then conquer, and their adversaries raze”
431 - 81B
• To be included at a later time (Genevan selections stll to be discussed)
___ - 82A
• Principles 2, 3, & 9: We added a (better) selection for Psalm 82 with new
lyrics and tune (taken from Blue Psalter-Hymnal 157)
223 - 82B
• No change to the tune.
• Principle 5: Because of the inconsistent use of “ye” and “you” in the
current version, we changed all the “ye” to “you”
224 - 83A
• Principle 5: Changed “didst” to “did” in stanza 4
225 - 84A
• Principle 14: We removed the editorial comment ‘slowly’
• Principle 1: Added stanzas from Psalter 226 to this version to complete
the Psalm
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Principles 3 & 9: Song removed and lyrics incorporated into 84A

227 - 84B
• Principle 1: Added stanzas from Psalter 228
228

•

Principle 3: Song removed and lyrics incorporated into 84B

229 - 84C
• No change
421 – 84D
• To be included at a later time (Genevan selection)
230 - 85A
• No changes recommended.
231/232 - 85B
• Principles 1, 3, & 10: We combined 231 and 232 to the tune of 232 to
become 85B. Five, not six, stanzas are the result because the 3rd stanza
of 231 is the same as the first of 232.
• Principle 5: One change in wording is the simple transposition of “that so”
to “so that” in the end of the second stanza of 231.
233 - 86A
• No change to lyrics
• Principle 10: The melody was nice, but we judged it inappropriate to the
words. We recommend the tune “Abbydale.”
234 - 86B
• Principle 14: No change other than three “systems” instead of two to
reduce over-crowding.
• Principle 10: Removed the second tune and used for another Psalm
235 - 86C
• Principle 13: One change: keyed down two keys to F. We judged this
best, even though the bass note is low.
236 - 86D
• Principle 13: We changed the key to D.
238 - 87A
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Principle 12: We (in following a general principle committee members
agreed on) removed the Christmas carol tune. We chose to use the wellknown tune of “Lauda Anima” (“Praise My Soul the King of Heaven”).

237 - 87B
• Principle 13: Keyed down ½ step to C.
239 - 87C
• No change
240 - 88A
• Principle 13: Keyed down 1/2 step, from E-flat to D
___- 88B
• Principle 3: We recommend adding these modified lyrics by Anne Steele
to the music of 234 (2nd tune) as a new version of Psalm 88. This would
be an entirely new versification. The Psalter presently has only one—a
good one. We decided to recommend an additional versification, one by
Anne Steele from the 18th century. There were other options—even one
from an old Dutch Psalm-book—but none we judged to be as good as
this. We suggest that it be put to the second tune of 243, believing that
the somber and plaintive tone of the Psalm is served well by this melody.
One weakness is that it is so close to the Psalm itself that the song
becomes long—13 stanzas.
241 - 89A
• Principle 13: Lower pitch to D
242 - 89B
• Principle 13: Lower ½ to C
243 - 89C and 89D
• Principle 10: The 15 stanzas of 243 get split into 2 songs, 89C (Psalm
89:19-29) and 89D (Psalm 89:30-52). The “tone” of verses 19-29 of the
Psalm call for a “major” key; the “tone” of verses 30-52 seem to beg for a
“minor.” For these reflective verses, we recommend “Neumark” a
beautiful and familiar melody
422 - 89E
• To be included at a later time (Genevan selection)
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A3: Ad-hoc Supplementary Psalter Committee
Report for the 2017 FRCNA Synod
Dear Brothers,
We began our work in 2015 as a sub-committee of the Publications committee.
However at Synod 2016, we became an ad-hoc committee of Synod (2016 Acts of
Synod, p. 25), and therefore we now report directly to this body. Our ad-hoc
committee met twice in the past year seeking to make some headway on our
mandate from Synod which is to
“research, evaluate, and recommend an alternate, supplementary Psalter
which utilizes current language, including modern pronouns” (2015 Acts of
Synod, Overture 3, p. 65)
The main thrust of our work so far has focused on both the research and evaluation
stages and are briefly reviewed below:
Research:
We have selected the following three Psalters for review:
1. The Book of Psalms for Worship (RPCNA, 2010)
2. The OPC/URC Psalter (2016)
3. Sing to the Lord – published by the Reformed Church of New Zealand
(2013)
Evaluation:
From each Psalter under review, we take the selections and analyze them in two
areas, namely the text and the music. For text analysis, we examine the
versification for Biblical completeness and accuracy, noting the degree to which
poetic license is used. For musical analysis, essentially we are asking whether the
tune is singable, and if so, does it fit the mood of the psalm. Individual members
of the ad-hoc committee complete a joint spread sheet and score the psalter
selections according to these two criterion. The scores are then tabulated and can
suggest overall patterns that occur within a particular Psalter.
What Has Been Done and Where We Are Going:
To date, we have completed analysis of the first 20 Psalms and are looking to
examine Psalms 21 – 30. One of the questions we have wrestled with is whether
we want to use the analysis in selecting a best Psalter of the three (recommending
one “off the shelf”) or whether it is more beneficial to blend the three Psalters
together, choosing the best selections from each one. We are hoping as we study
more Psalms that the answer to this question will become clear.
We have recently solicited additional help from members in the denomination who
have expressed a willingness to help. Each person contributes by completing a
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similar spreadsheet. This will be used as additional input that we can check
against our own conclusions.
There is typically a question about a timeline for a project of this nature. This
depends quite a bit on the approach that is taken, whether we select a Psalter “off
the shelf” or whether we blend from three and make our own. A rough estimate is
that this work is probably a 5-year project.
We are also hoping to make the denomination more aware of our work, by means
of a Messenger article. By no means do we want to take away from the current
series of articles that are summarizing the work of the Interdenominational Psalter
Revision committee. However, we thought that once those articles are complete,
an article explaining our work as an ad-hoc committee would inform the members
and also help dispel possible confusion regarding the two committees.
Recommendations:
As committee, we make the following recommendations:
1. That Synod approve the work done by the ad-hoc committee
2. That Synod grant $500 to the ad-hoc committee to cover resource costs,
particularly hard copies of the Psalters under review for those who would require
them. This is applicable for the RPCNA Psalter which has the tunes on-line, but
not the versification.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the ad-hoc committee,
Steve Overduin
Clerk
Committee Members:
Pastor Rob Vandoodewaard, Chairman
Pastor Tim Bergsma
Ted Postma
Tom Moerdyk
Hans Vandoodewaard
Steve Overduin

