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Lift up your hands in the sanctuary,
and bless the LORD
Psalm 134:2
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Has Been Entrusted to Us
H. den Hollander
Near the northern coast of the Netherlands,
in the province of Groningen lies a small
village. However, events that took place here in
1834, had incredible ramifications for the Reformed
church. It was here in Ulrum that the Secession of 1834
took place.
The Secession of 1834 was led by Rev. Hendrik
deCock, one whom we consider to be the father of the Free
Churches (Christelijk Gereformeede Kerk) in North America. Rev.
deCock called the Dutch State Church back to its reformational
roots, to be guided by the Confessions as laid in the Heidelberg
Catechism, Belgic Confession, and the Canons of Dordt.
One of the concerns addressed in the Secession of 1834 was
also the use of hymns in the worship service. The Secessionist
called the church back to the singing of the Psalms as
required in the Church Order of Dordrecht. The Dutch State
Church had turned its back on the teachings of the Reformation,
considering them to be old and outdated. Sound like a familiar
phrase?This issue of the Youth Messenger examines the topic of
'worship'. It would be good to be reminded to read what Rev.
VanderMeyden wrote in the Fall 2006 issue of this magazine:

From the Editor

Keeping That Which

Let us not provoke the Lord by bringing heartless formalism
or human inventions into His presence as worship. When it
comes to our choice of worship — the words we use in
prayer, the songs we choose to sing, the bodily gestures we
engage in while sitting or standing in church, how we
dress in worship — let us not be led astray by carnal
preferences or worldly conformity. Let us
focus, not on pleasing ourselves, or looking
pleasing to others, but let us ask, “What is
pleasing to the Lord?” He has spoken in His
Word and given sufficient guidance for our
worship.
Let us take delight in His will for
worship. “Let us worship and bow …
before the LORD our Maker.”
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Rev. VanderMeyden examines the posture in which we are to come into God's
house. It is important to remember that worship is not about us and how we feel,
but it's about the Lord and His honour. Too often people attend the worship
service and are focused more on themselves and how they feel rather than
focusing on the Lord and His honour.
In evangelical circles, the worship service has seen an incredible
transformation over the last 20 years. Dr. Bruce Lockerbie makes the
following observation:
As I travel this continent, I often feel like Rip Van
Winkle, just awakening after decades of being
asleep. Recently, my wife and I went with our
weekend host to his church on Saturday
afternoon for entertainment posing as
worship. Of course, going on Saturday
afternoon left Saturday evening and all day
Sunday free for personal or family
pleasure, rather than tying up one's time
inconveniently on what used to be
known as “the Lord's day.”
The auditorium darkened, and the
band struck up its raucous and
presumably “joyful noise.” When the
lights came on, there was the “worship
team”
doing their bump-andgrind for Jesus. We stood to join the
musicians in a 30-minute orgy of
sentimentality combining mostly bad
theology expressed in simpering lyrics
and sung to tuneless tunes. As you
would expect, the pastors were all
fittingly attired in jeans and golf shirts.
One of them — not trusting the power
of the spoken word — illustrated his
sermon by eating a banana to make a
point. The word “awesome” was
spoken not fewer than a half-dozen
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times, but somehow the absence of either reverence or awe deprived that
word of any context.
Showtime ended with another pastor's announcing, “As we say here, the
good word is, Go with God!” I nudged my wife and noted that benediction
had been replaced by “the good word” because “benediction” is too churchy.
(Excerpt from a speech given by Dr. Bruce Lockerbie at the February 3, 2007 ACSI
Board/Administrator's conference at Tyndale
Too often, man is inclined
University College in Toronto. The speech was
on Dr. Lockerbie's 50 years experience in
to tell God how He is to be
Christian Education and the trends that have
developed. He also included similar trends
worshipped, rather than
that have developed in North American
bowing under God’s Word
Churches over the same period of time.)
Too often, man is inclined to tell God
how He is to be worshipped, rather than bowing under God's Word, and
worshipping Him as He has intended for us to do so.
However, in Reformed circles, the worship service in under pressure. There is
the call for change without examining Scripture or digging into
history to discover why the worship service in Reformed
churches has been the way it is. The aim of this issue of the
Youth Messenger is to educate the upcoming generation (and
anyone else who reads this magazine) why we worship the way
we do.
Back in Ulrum, The Netherlands, not far from the Dutch
State Church, the Free Reformed Church (Christelijke
Gereformeede Kerk — CGK) has its meeting place. This is
the same congregation that Rev. Everts (former FRC
missionary pastor in Cubulco, Guatemala) laboured during
his first charge. Above the pulpit is written a text, that
obviously points the congregation (and the entire FRC)
back to the Secession of 1834. The text, that we need to
keep before our eyes reads: Keep that which is committed
to thy trust (1 Timothy 6:20a).
I found it rather interesting that the conservative
wing of the CGK in The Netherlands has a periodical
that is named after this very text. It is entitled: Bewaar
Het Pand which is taken from the same text (1 Timothy
6:20a).
May the Lord bless and guide our church
leaders, now and in the future, in the decisions
that are made for and in the churches, ever
keeping God's Word and our wonderful church
history in view.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Bible Study
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Matthew Henry
2 Samuel 6

What follows are Matthew Henry's remarks on 2 Samuel 6, where we read the story of
Uzzah touching the Ark of the Covenant as it was about to fall off the cart when it was
being brought to Jerusalem. This can be a misunderstood story, and the aim of this article
is to clear misconceptions many have about this narrative.
(Ed.)

I

N THE FOREGOING CHAPTER (2 Samuel 5) we have David made king, by
which the civil government was happily settled. In this chapter, care is
taken about religion. I. David consults with the representatives of the people about
bringing up the ark out of its obscurity into a public place; and it is resolved in (vv. 1-4).
II. With a great deal of solemnity and joy, it is carried from Kirjathjearim (vv. 5-8). III.
Uzza is struck dead for touching it, which, for the present, spoils the solemnity and stops
the proceedings (vv. 9–14).

Verses 1-8
Here is,

I.

DAVID'S PIOUS PROPOSAL to bring up the ark of God to Jerusalem, that
the royal city might be the holy city, (vv. 1-3). This part of the story we had not in
Samuel. We may observe in this proposal,

1

. THAT AS SOON AS David was well seated on his throne he had
thoughts concerning the ark of God: Let us bring the ark to us, (v. 3).

Two things he aimed at herein: (1.) To do honour to God, by showing respect to
His ark, the token of His presence. As soon as he had power in his hand he would
use it for the advancement and encouragement of religion. Note, It ought to be
the first and great care of those that are enriched and preferred to honour God
with their honours, and to serve Him, and the interests of His kingdom among
men, with their wealth and power. David said not, “What pompous thing shall I
do now?” or, “What pleasant thing?” but, “What pious thing?” (2.) To have the
comfort and benefit of that sacred oracle. “Let us bring it to us, not only that we
may be a credit to it, but that it may be a blessing to us.” Those that honour God
profit themselves. Note, It is the wisdom of those who are setting out in the
world to take God's ark with them, to make His oracles their counsellors and His
laws their rule. Those are likely to proceed in the favour of God who thus began
in the fear of God.
6

fall 2010 youth messenger

22
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wisdom to make use of the wisdom of others. (3.) That, they joining in it, it might
pass the better for a national act and so might procure a national blessing.

Those are likely to proceed in the favour of
God who thus begin in the fear of God.

3

. THAT HE WOULD have all the people summoned to attend on this
occasion, both for the honour of the ark and for the people's satisfaction
and edification (v. 2). Observe; (1) He calls the common people brethren, which
bespeaks his humility and condescension (notwithstanding his advancement),
and the tender concern he had for them. Thus our Lord Jesus is not ashamed to
call His people brethren (Heb. 2:11). (2) He speaks of the people as a remnant
that had escaped: Our brethren that are left in all the land of Israel. They had
been under scattering providences. Their wars with the Philistines, and with the
house of Saul, had wasted the country and cut off many. We now hope to see an
end of these troubles. Let those that are left be quickened by late judgments, and
present mercies, to seek unto God. (3) He takes care that the priests and Levites
especially should be summoned to attend the ark; for it was their province in a
particular manner. Thus Christian magistrates should stir up ministers to do
their duty when they see them remiss.

4

. THAT ALL THIS IS upon supposition that it is of the Lord their God.
“Though it should seem good to you and me, yet if it be not of the Lord our
God, we will not do it.” What ever we undertake, this must be our enquiry, “Is it
of the Lord? Is it agreeable to His mind? Can we approve ourselves to Him in it?
May we expect that He will own us?”
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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. THAT THUS IT WAS requisite they should amend what has been amiss
in the last reign, and, as it were, atone for their neglect: “For we enquired
not at it in the days of Saul, and this was the reason why things went so ill with us:
let that original error be amended, and then we may hope to see our affairs in a
better posture.” Observe, David makes no peevish reflections upon Saul. He
does not say, “Saul never cared for the ark, at least in the latter end of this reign;”'
but, in general, We enquired not at it, making himself with others guilty of this
neglect. It better becomes us to judge ourselves than others. Humble, good men
lament their own share in national guilt, and take shame to themselves (Dan.
9:5), etc.

II.

We must walk by rule, not by example
when it varies from the rule.

THE PEOPLE'S READY agreement to this proposal (v. 4): The thing was
right in the eyes of all the people. Nobody could say to the contrary, but that it was
a very good work and very seasonable; so that it was resolved, nemine
contradicente — unanimously, that they would do so. Those that prudently
proposed a good work, and lead in it, will perhaps find a more ready
concurrence in it than they expected. Great men know not what a great deal of
good they are capable of doing by their influence on others.

III.

THE SOLEMNITY OF bringing up the ark (v. 5), which we read before (2
Sam. 6:1), etc. Here therefore we shall only observe:

1

. THAT IT IS WORTH while to travel far to attend the ark of God. They
came out of all parts of the country, from the river of Egypt, the utmost
part south, to the entering of Hemath, which lay farthest north, (v. 5), to grace
this solemnity.

2

. THAT WE HAVE REASON greatly to rejoice in the revival of neglected
ordinances and the return of the tokens of God's presence. When the
light of religion shines out of obscurity, when it is openly and freely professed,
is brought into reputation, and countenanced by princes and great ones, it is
such a happy omen to a people as is worthy to be welcomed with all possible
expressions of joy.

3

. WHEN, AFTER LONG disuse, ordinances come to be revived, it is too
common for even wise and good men to make some mistakes. Who
would have thought that David would commit such an error as this, to carry the
ark upon a cart (v. 7), because the Philistines so carried it, and a special
providence drove the cart (1 Sam. 6:12), he thought they might do so too. But
we must walk by rule, not by example when it varies from the rule, no, not even
by those examples which providence has owned.
8
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Verses 9-14

T
1

HIS BREACH UPON Uzza, which caused all the joy to cease, we had an
account of, 2 Samuel 6:6, etc.

. LET THE SIN OF Uzza warn us all to take heed of presumption,
rashness, and irreverence, in dealings about holy things (v. 9), and not
to think that a good intention will justify a bad action. In our communion with
God we must carefully watch over our own hearts, lest familiarity breed
contempt, and we think God is in any way beholden to us.

2

. LET THE PUNISHMENT of Uzza convince us that the God with whom
we have to do is a jealous God. His death, like that of Nadab and Abihu,
proclaims aloud that God will be sanctified in those that come nigh unto him (Lev.
10:3), and that the nearer any are to Him the more displeased He is with their
presumptions. Let us not dare to trifle with God in our approaches to Him; and
yet let us, through Christ, come boldly to the throne of grace; for we are under the
dispensation of liberty and grace, not of bondage and terror.

3

. LET THE DAMP this gave to the joy of Israel be a memorandum to us
always to rejoice with trembling, and to serve the Lord with fear, even
when we serve Him with gladness.

4

. LET DAVID'S DISPLEASURE upon this occasion caution us to take heed
to our spirits when we are under divine rebukes, lest, instead of
submitting to God, we quarrel with Him. If God be angry with us, shall we dare to
be angry with Him?

5

. LET THE STOP THUS put to the solemnity caution us not to be driven
off from our duty by those providences which are only intended to drive
us from our sins. David should have gone on with the work notwithstanding the
breach made upon Uzza; so might the breach have been made up.

6

. LET THE BLESSING which the ark brought with it to the house of Obededom encourage us to welcome God's ordinances into our houses, as
those that believe the ark is a guest that nobody shall lose by; not let it be less
precious to us for its being to some a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. If
the gospel be to some a savour of death unto death, as the ark was to Uzza, yet
let us receive it in the love of it and it will be to us a Saviour of life unto life.
Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a Presbyterian minister in England. Originally
written in 1706, Matthew Henry's six volume Complete Commentary, from which
this article is taken, provides an exhaustive look at every verse in the Bible.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Answering your Question

What
is the

of

Regulative Principal Worship ?
Dr. L. W. Bilkes

What is the Regulative Principle of Worship?
Everyone understands that a nation should be governed by its proper king or,
if it doesn't have a monarchy, by its own system of government. If a nation has
to listen to its own king, as well as another king — a foreign king — we all
sense that this is less than ideal, and can pose significant problems and
conflicts.
So too, the church is to be governed exclusively by the Lord Jesus
Christ, the King of the church. And since Christ has laid out everything in His
Word necessary and suitable and proper for doctrine, worship, polity, faith,
and life, the church ought to be bound or “regulated” by nothing else, other
than the Word of God.

The Proper Formulation
This principle of the regulative authority of the Scriptures was
basic to the Calvinistic Reformation. The Westminster Confession of
Faith clearly expresses it in I, 6: “The whole counsel of God
concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man's
salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly set down in
Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be
deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to
be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit or
traditions of men.” The Belgic Confession of Faith declares in
Article 7: “We believe that those Holy Scriptures fully
contain the will of God, and that whatsoever man ought
to believe, unto salvation, is sufficiently taught therein.
For, since the whole manner of worship, which God
requires of us, is written in them at large, it is unlawful
for anyone, though an apostle, to teach otherwise
than we are now taught in the Holy Scriptures: nay,
though it were an angel from heaven, as the apostle
Paul saith.” Article 30: “We believe, that this true
Church must be governed by that spiritual policy
which our Lord has taught us in His Word….” The
critical element in both the Westminster and
Belgic formulations of this principle is that the
Bible is sufficient and that nothing should be
added that the Bible does not instruct.
10
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This is not to say that the conclusions which all the Reformed churches
have drawn from the Scriptures in the application of the principle are identical.
For example, on the Continent of Europe some of them introduced elements into
the worship of God that the Church of Scotland and the Puritans in England did
not allow. Likewise, some Reformed churches observed in an annual calendar
some of the deeds of the Lord in the history of redemption – such as the Birth,
Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of the Lord, as well as the Outpouring of the
Holy Spirit (Pentecost). Meanwhile, to the present time many Scottish
congregations continue to adhere to the tradition of the Reformation in Scotland,
and refuse these as a form of will worship. Moreover, simply to affirm the
principle does not resolve everything.

"The whole counsel of God concerning all
things necessary for his own glory, man's
salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly
set down in Scripture, or by good and
necessary consequence may be
deduced from Scripture"
-Westeminster Confession

The Biblical Basis
In both Old and New Testaments, the Bible
clearly teaches that the Scriptures are to
be regarded as authoritative for the whole
of life, including worship. Consider the
following points.

1

. Old Testament: There is no doubt but
that the life of the Old Testament
people of God was carefully prescribed in
the divine revelation given to Israel (Deut.
12:8; 17:3; 1 Sam. 15:22), and willful variations from it did not go unpunished (Lev.
10:1-3; 2 Sam. 6:6-7). Think only of how detailed the ceremonial law in the Old
Testament was. By it the Lord instructed and controlled the worship of the people
of God. It's true, that the Old Testament period was a time of anticipation and
therefore of type, shadow, and pre-figuration. Israel needed precepts, forms, and
laws in a way that is no longer the case in this age of realization and fulfillment.
Yet we should not think that the Lord was concerned with the ordering and
regulating of the life of His people then, and that He is indifferent to these things
in the New Testament and leaves His people now to their own devices.

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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2

. New Testament: Many imagine that the New Testament was a time in which
specifics did not matter, as long as the spirit of a thing was well-meant.
However, the books of the New Testament, and especially the epistles of Paul,
bristle with prescriptions governing the life of the church. Indeed, as stated
above, there is a marked distinction between the two Testaments and their
worship. Paul likens the position of the church of the New Testament to that of an
heir come of age (Gal. 4:1f). The church has reached its maturity. It has
responsibilities to discharge and decisions to make concerning matters that were
once minutely prescribed but are no longer so completely controlled, as was the
case in the Old Testament. Nevertheless in the Scriptures, particularly also in the
New Testament, we are given the fundamental constitution of the church of
Christ. The Scriptures are its book of worship and government as well as doctrine.
Not only does the Scripture authoritatively teach the doctrines of grace and of
faith, but it also regulates the whole life of God's people. Precepts and principles
are laid down for the development and cultivation of the church's life, on the basis
of which it makes its mature determinations.

We should not think that
the Lord [...] leaves His
people now to their own
devices

3

. The Second Commandment. It is important as well to note in this context the
value of God's explicit commandments. A permanent set of statutes is given
to us in the Ten Commandments. They are a mirror of the holiness of God. They
are regularly affirmed in the New Testament. In the Ten Commandments the
second commandment gives us exactly what we know as the “Regulative Principle
of Worship.” The second commandment denounces the use of anything in
worship besides what God has commanded, no matter how well-intentioned we
might imagine it to be. This is the way the Heidelberg Catechism puts it in Q&A 96:
“What doth God require in the second commandment?” That we in no wise
represent God by images, nor worship Him in any other way than He has
committed in His Word.” The second commandment expresses the unalterable
assertion of God's sovereignty over our worship, a sovereignty which is exercised
through the teaching of the Scriptures. Essentially, Paul says the same thing in 2
Timothy 3:16, 17: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” If the Scriptures
render a person thoroughly furnished unto the good service of the Lord, we
should not imagine that anything else in addition to the Scripture can or should
serve that end.

12
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The Practical Application
True worship is the exercise of mind and heart in accordance with how
God has commanded, in praise, thanksgiving, prayer, confession of sin, trust in
God's promises, and the hearing of God's Word, read and preached. This is a
personal necessity for everyone, but it is also to guide and bind the church of all
times and places.
Many who call themselves Christians do not adhere to this principle.
Also many who pay lip service to this principle largely ignore it in their daily life.
We have entered an era when church traditions of all kinds have been broken
down and experiments are increasingly being called for in worship, preaching,
and church government. New departures in music, religious drama, and visual
aids are being made, and many churches have gone so far as to supplement or
substitute video images
for a sermon.
Once we depart from the regulative principle,
Once we depart
from the regulative there is the inevitable tendency that additions
will alter and take away from Scripture.
principle, there is the
inevitable tendency that
additions will alter and
take away from Scripture. Once the regulative principle is discarded, there is no
limit that can be put to the introduction of the inventions of men into the
government and worship of the Lord's house. This may be denied by those who
reject the principle. They may say that their additions are not contrary to
Scripture, only “beside” it. Yet this kind of reasoning undermines Scripture, and
the fearful corruption of worship, for which the Lord rebuked both the Old and
New Testament church, is inevitable.
While the regulative principle continues to arouse controversy,
its main force is not to make men controversial but God-fearing. The
regulative principle is not a divisive principle. On the contrary,
it is essentially a uniting principle among churches and
Christians, for as far as it is truly applied, it puts away all
man-appointed practice and promotes a common
concern to give allegiance to Scripture alone.

Dr. Bilkes recently retired as active
minister of the FRCNA, and is
currently living in Grand
Rapids, MI, his last
ministerial charge.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Contemporary Issues

The
Collection

Rev. J. Schoeman

As you can see, the title of this article is The Collection. By the “collection”, I
am referring to the practice (common in most churches) where at some point
during the worship service the deacons walk down the aisle(s) of the church
and collect money from the congregation. In this article I will try to answer
some basic questions about this part of the worship service.

WHO?
The first question we need to consider is who should give? The
answer is: everyone who is able. Many people — also in our own churches —
have the idea that only the adults should give to the collection. This is
because up until a generation or two ago, only the adults had any money. But
that is not the case anymore. More and more young people today have part
time jobs. Therefore, they can and should contribute something to the
collection as well.
We can also ask: who should collect? In many churches today, the
ushers take up the collection. There is nothing wrong with that, but since the
deacons are called by God to collect and distribute the alms of the
congregation, the task of collecting is rightly assigned to them.

WHO
WHAT

WHAT?
What is the collection? First of all, let us be clear what it is not. The
collection is not a church-sponsored form of taxation – a way for the
church to raise the necessary funds to support its various programs and to
pay the salary of the minister. It is much more than that. It is an act of
worship. God wants us to worship Him not only by singing and reading
and preaching the Word of God, but also by giving. In the offering we
express:
a. Our stewardship. We are reminded that God is the giver of
everything that we have — also our money. It all belongs to
Him. Therefore, it is appropriate that we give back to Him a
portion of what He has given to us.
b. Our thankfulness. Our offering should be an expression of our
thankfulness to the Lord for all that He has done for us
c. Our trust. When we give to the Lord, we trust that He will
also supply us in all of our needs.
14
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WHEN?
When should the collection be taken? The collection should be taken every
Lord's Day when the congregation gathers together for worship. This is clear
from 1 Corinthians 16: 1, 2 where Paul writes: “Now concerning the collection
for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.
Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God
hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I
come.” Paul here is referring to a collection he was
taking up for the needy saints in Jerusalem. He
instructed the church at Corinth to take up this
collection “on the first day of the week”, i.e. on the
Lord's Day, when they came together for worship.
This reinforces what we said above that the
collection is (ought to be) an act worship.
Most of our churches take up the
collection after the congregational prayer (i.e.
before the sermon). But there is something to be
said for taking up the collection after the sermon
as well as it expresses not only our thankfulness
for what God has done for us both in creation and
in redemption, but also what we have heard in
the preaching of the Word.

WHEN

WHY?
Why do we take up a collection? We have already said
that the collection is an act of worship. But, what
happens to the money after it has
been collected?
The money collected is
given to the Lord; it is used to
support the work of the
kingdom of God locally and
abroad. The main collection
is used to support the work of
the local church, such as costs
associated with outreach,
paying the utilities,
maintenance costs, salaries
of the minster, caretaker
and anyone else who
works for the church.
Some of this money is also
used to support the work
that is done outside of the church, by socalled “para-church” organizations. These include
Come Over and Help, Word and Deed, Pro Life,
etc…

WHY
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HOW?
Under this heading we will consider two questions:
1. How much should we give?
In the Old Testament, the people of Israel were expected to tithe ten percent.
This, however, was part of the ceremonial law which was fulfilled by Christ.
The New Testament nowhere specifies how much we should give. In 2
Corinthians 9:7 Paul writes: “Every man according as he purposeth in his
heart, so let him give”. In other words, the amount you give is between you
and the Lord. Having said that, if believers in the Old Testament were required
to give ten percent, should we who enjoy the complete revelation of God not
give (if we are able) even more than that? A good rule of thumb is: we should
give until it hurts.
The widow in the temple gave only one penny, but her offering was
more pleasing to God than the
others who gave much more
because she gave all that
she had; the others
did not. That does
not mean, of
course, that we
should give away
everything that
we have. Nor
does God require
this. It simply means
that what we give
should cost us something.
We should feel it. If we do not,
we are probably not giving enough.

HOW

2. How should we give?
This is even more important than how much we give. What matters to God is
not how much we give but the spirit or attitude with which we give it. In 2
Corinthians 9:7 Paul writes: “Every man according as he purposeth in his
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful
giver.”

Rev. Schoeman is pastor of Providence Free Reformed Church in St. George, ON.
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The Jonas Brothers

and a Hole in the Door

Rev. J. Lewis

Out of Control
There is no nice way of saying this so I will just say it: worship in our day
is out of control. This past Easter, a leading mainline evangelical church in
California invited the Jonas Brothers to lead worship in the service. The cover of
the Rolling Stones magazine read, “God, Girls, Guitars”, and captured perfectly
the direction of 21st century contemporary worship. Another craze gaining
steam in worship today is painting in the spirit. This so-called act of worship
includes a contemporary worship band, a few empty canvases, many colours of
paint, and brushes at the front of the church. When the mood strikes you (I refuse
to say the Holy Spirit) during the worship, you walk up to the front of the church
and begin to paint. Sometimes it is an inanimate object like a rose dripping with
dew, sometimes it is a person (often a violation of the 2nd commandment), and
sometimes it is just a surreal splattering of different colours. Whatever strikes you
during the worship, you paint. The finished product is then sadly attributed to a
work of the Spirit.
You might be thinking that these examples are extreme and have no
common element in our churches. But wait; while we are not inviting the Jonas
Brothers to lead our singing, or supplying the congregation with paint and
brushes, there are small rumblings of one common element between the
moderns just described and us — the desire for change.
“Why do we have to sing the Psalms only?”
“What is wrong with hymns and choruses in worship?”
“Why can't we sing with a worship-band?”
These questions are usually inspired by
looking at the way others are worshiping, the
feelings generated, and the popularity of its style.
Modern worship moves the hearer emotionally, it
satisfies a surface need, and it makes Christianity
relevant to the modern ear. What could be wrong
with that? There is a name the apostle Paul gives
this kind of worship in Colossians 2:23. He calls it
will-worship. What he means by will-worship is that
the main object in worship is pleasing the
worshiper. What makes me feel good? Change in the
content/style of worship arises when we stop asking
the most important question of all, “How does God
want to be worshiped?” That is the only question that
really matters, right?
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/

Does God want to be worshiped in a specific way? Yes!
Yet how often do we ask that all important question?
What motivates us in worship, God or our own feelings? It
matters very little how you feel about worship. What
matters is whether God accepts it. Imagine your father
bringing home a new Dewalt 7.2V Cordless Two-Position
Screwdriver Kit and giving it to your mother for her
birthday. He loves it, sure, but has he considered his wife
in that gift at all? Is this something she wanted? Probably
not. God is the Eternal, Holy, and Everlasting Creator. He
is the only hope of salvation for lost sinners through the
work of Jesus Christ. We would do well to pause and ask
how He wants us to worship Him in the Scriptures.

More Than Tradition
We own a deep and beautiful tradition in the FRCNA when it comes to worship.
When our forefather, H. de Cock separated from the State Church in Holland in
1834, one of the reasons for his separation was a 19th Century equivalent of the
Jonas Brothers — the use of hymns in worship. de Cock wanted to return to the
biblical and confessional command of singing the Psalms. Was de Cock just being
conservative and traditional? Do we in the FRCNA reject modern forms of
worship just to be old fashioned? I hope not. If we do, we have simply traded one
idol for another. There is a biblical foundation for worshiping God the way we do,
it is called the Regulative Principle of Worship (RPW), and it goes back to the first
family in the Bible, Adam, Eve, Cain and Able. The RPW, simply put is this: we are
not permitted to worship God in any other way than He has appointed in His
Word.
To use the language of the Heidelberg Catechism in Lord's Day 35,
Question 96. What does God require in the second commandment?
Answer: That we in no wise represent God by images, nor worship him in any
other way than he has commanded in his word.
The Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 21 says something similar,
But the acceptable way of worshiping the true God is instituted by
Himself, and so limited by His own revealed will, that He may not be
worshiped according to the imaginations and devices of men, or the
suggestions of Satan, under any visible representation, or any other way not
prescribed in the holy Scripture.
Our forefathers believed that the only way we can worship God is to ask the
question, “How does God want to be worshiped?”
Let me illustrate.
18
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A Hole in the Door
It was said of the Puritan John Newton, that he loved cats. One day he
came across a stray and her kitten, and took them both into his house.
Unfortunately his study time was forever being interrupted by these two cats, and
he spent as much time going back and forth to the door letting them in and out, as
he did in deep thought. Then Newton had an idea. If he could carve out a small
hole in his door, the cats could go in and out freely, and his problem would be
solved. It seemed like a good idea at the time. But his solution proved to be an
even bigger problem. Not only did the hole give free access to his cats, but also
rats, mice, and whatever other vermin were running around the town. He found
that his house was being overrun with pests!
The same thing can be said in the modern church. One hole in the door
has allowed every strange and new idea to enter in. In the modern church, Psalms
are no longer good enough, so we have carved out a small hole. “We will just allow
a few hymns. Hymns by Toplady, Newton, Luther etc., in our worship. Nothing
more, nothing less”. Yet from that little hole in the church door, has come every
other kind of unacceptable worship you can imagine including the Jonas Brothers
leading worship on Easter morning, and “painting in the spirit.”
Not very long ago in an established Reformed denomination, a debate
arose over the use of hymns in worship. The young people wanted hymns to be
added, and the older people wanted to keep the Psalms. The debate was long, but
in order to keep their youth from leaving, hymns were eventually permitted in
worship. Those young people are now old, and a new generation has arrived. In
this denomination the old hymns aren't even good enough anymore. What's the
reason for this? There was a hole in the door created a generation earlier. A hole
intended for one exception, yet big enough for anything to fit through. The
argument today is the same as it was 50 years ago. The young people say, “Our new
songs are just as good as your old hymns”. The older people say, “No they're not”. The
young people, “Yes they are”. The older people, “No they're not”. The young people,
“Yes they are”. And it goes on and on finally either splitting the church, or widening
the hole. The point is, opinion ruled in this denomination, not the Word of God.

Protocol
What is worship within the Christian context. If we were to let the
contemporary church define the term, we would probably come up with as many
definitions as there are opinions. One contemporary source says it this way,
“Helping the soul experience God”. Brian Doerksen, the popular Vineyard worship
leader said, “When I can't find a song that says what I want it to say, that's when I write,
and that's worship”. He said in a recent interview, “A worship leader is an artist who
creates a 'window' for people to look through and see someone greater.”

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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For many, perhaps most, worship is an open-ended question, only
answered by personal preference. We have a Baskin Robbins approach to worship
with 31 flavours. What moves you? What pleases you? What stirs up emotion in
you toward God? That, then, must be worship. Worship is whatever makes you
feel good, whatever makes you come away from a service saying, “Ah... now that
was good worship!” I don't want to sound crass or be a kill-joy, but worship isn't
about you. Worship isn't about you at all. It's all about Jehovah God. So quite
frankly it doesn't matter if you feel good in worship or not. It doesn't matter if you
get goose bumps. It doesn't matter if you have a
tear rolling down your cheek. You may have all of One hole in the door has
those things (nothing wrong with them in their
allowed every strange
place), but that's not the point. The question
and new idea to enter in.
should never be, “What do I want in worship?”,
but “What does God want?”
Imagine that you were invited to pay a visit to the White House to have a
coffee with the President. Do you think that there would be some rules to follow
for this visit? Throughout history there has always been a very specific set of
guidelines for meeting the President. The United States government even has an
actual position in it called the Office of the Chief of Protocol, who's only job is to
make sure these rules are followed when meeting the President. Here are some of
the rules you are to follow. First, you always address him as Mr. President. You
stand when he enters the room. You do not extend your hand until he does. You
speak to him only after he has spoken to you. You sit, only after he invites you to
do so. The list goes on and on. Every head of state or monarch have such
guidelines to follow. If this is the case for a mere man or woman, how much more
does protocol matter to the Living Lord of Glory when we come to worship Him?
It is well worth the investigation.
Conclusion
If the Lord does not return soon, you, dear reader are the next
generation of fathers, mothers, teachers, deacons, elders, and pastors in the
church. Are you looking to make a hole in the door? Do you
desire to worship God in the beauty of holiness? Have
you ever asked the question, “What does the Lord
require”? (Micah 6:8) Lord willing, in the next issue, I
hope to demonstrate from the Word of God, exactly
how we are to worship Him.
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit
and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to
worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth (John 4:23, 24).
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“I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the
way of the LORD to walk therein, as their
fathers did”
-Jude 2: 22.
Alfonso d'Amore
The same intellectual movements that introduced postmodernism in the
Christian Church (see Youth Messenger on Postmodernism) also entrenched
another form of relativism, more or less pervasive, we could call “orthodox
relativism”. Together with Postmodernism and other philosophies, this type of
relativism, which spans across the liberal/conservative divide, has contributed to
usher the current age of “privatization” of the Christian faith.
Orthodox relativists, in fact, see their own religious feelings, experiences and
traditions as the standard that the church should follow while they resent any other
standard they perceive as a “prison house”. Filled with suspicion towards
everything that does not resonate with their personal feelings, preferences and
emphases, orthodox relativists may oppose any biblical doctrine, practice and any
otherwise acceptable human activity within the church, they dislike or find
uncomfortable. This has often resulted in the rejection of fair rules, meaningful
exchange of ideas, liturgical forms, and even doctrines and confessions.
For the purpose of this article, I am going to focus on two possible ways in
which orthodox relativism may openly attack or stealthily undermine the
Confessions that for centuries have ensured the doctrinal well-being of the
Christian Church. On one side we have the direct attack on the legitimacy of the
confessions, when seemingly well-meaning people ask: “Why do we need the
Confessions when we can just stick to the Bible?”
This position (contrary to what the best minds have always said) is based
on the modern belief that we are all “Levites” and that each of us
can individually and correctly arrive at biblical truths, and that
this capacity is equal for all people, whether young
or old, educated or uneducated, “novice”
(1Tim. 3: 6) or mature in the faith.
The reality is that many
people do not have an
equal ability to
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distinguish the truth from the false, or to always
discern the correct doctrine from heresy. If anything,
the Bible itself and the history of the church tell us
quite the opposite. Many Old Testament passages
show us how easily and how frequently God's people
have been led astray by false teachings: “For my people
is foolish... they have none understanding: they are wise
to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge” (Jer. 4:
22); “But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a
doctrine of vanities” (Jer. 10: 8); “Make the heart of this people fat, and make their
ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their
ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed” (Isa. 6:10); “I
will go out, and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the LORD
said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also prevail: go out, and do even so” (2
Chr. 18: 21).
Similar ideas are also found in the New Testament: “It is reported
commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so
much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. And ye
are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed
might be taken away from among you” (1Cor 5: 1-2).
And what shall we say of the Galatians who learned the gospel from the
very lips of the apostle Paul and were still led astray by false teachers, as it is
written: “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified
among you?” (Gal. 3: 1). Therefore, to those who argue that we do not need the
Confessions, we can respond that the Lord does place gifted people in the church
and that talented minds (when they don't become puffed up leading many astray)
may indeed correctly grasp many biblical teachings. However, it is hard to believe
that individuals that are left to their own devices, can always correctly figure out
how the many biblical teachings fit harmoniously together into doctrines and
how simpler doctrines fit harmoniously together in the larger framework of
complex and intricate dogmas without leading to contradictions or errors.
Without denying that the Bible is so plain that even children can
understand the way of salvation, it is also plain to see that most people in the
church do not normally have the time, the talents or the resources that were
available to the ministers, the theologians and the church councils that crafted
the doctrines and the confessions in simple, precise and concise language, so
that, still today, the people in the church do not have “to re-invent the wheel”
every time they just want to know what the fundamental teachings of the Bible
are or what errors they must guard against.
On the other side we have the stealthier undermining of the confessions by wellmeaning people who argue that the Confessions are useful but only as long as
they fit with their own religious or doctrinal emphasis. Basically these people
feel that if the Reformed fathers, had seen the issues that a particular
denomination or a group of people faced at a later time, or if they had known this
favourite minister or that cherished writer, surely they would have changed
22
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the Confessions to legitimize their particular strand of Christianity. Should
anyone point out that a plain reading of the Confessions does not seem to agree
with their particular emphasis, rather than to admit that there may have been a
departure from the teachings of the Reformation these people may argue that the
Confessions are not “inspired” and that they are not “binding”.
It is plain to see that we are dealing here with an unhealthy
attitude that can work not only against the Confessions but also against any
sermon, biblical belief, emphasis or application that is deemed uncomfortable (it
is offensive to me; it is uncharitable; it is un-pastoral, it is not how we do things,
etc.). What is at stake here, however, is the universal validity of the biblical
teachings, the Confessions attempt to enshrine. The universality of the biblical
teachings is compromised when individuals or groups can isolate themselves in
their own spiritual bubble and/or can hide within the little knapsack of their own
religious emphases. Such people may well be compared to the “children”
mentioned in Matthew 11:17-19, who want it no other way but theirs, as it is
written: “We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned
unto you, and ye have not lamented. For John came neither eating nor drinking,
and they say, He hath a devil. The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they
say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and
sinners.”
In Conclusion, since it is human nature to be either stubborn or easily
swayed by appearances, wishful thinking, fables, genealogies, inadequate
knowledge, traditions and popular opinions, instead of tossing away those
Confessions that have kept the church free from error, like the Bereans let us
search “... the Scripture daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17: 11). This is
the only biblical way to become, by the grace of God, discerning, as it is written
“But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason
of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil” (Heb. 5: 14).
Only then, one may be truly equipped to appreciate how the Confessions help
from being “tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by
the sleight of men, and [their] cunning craftiness...” (Eph. 4: 14).
These very points, by the way, are exquisitely summarized
in Article 7 of the Belgic Confession, when it says: “For all human
beings are liars by nature and more vain than vanity itself. Therefore
we reject with all our hearts everything that does not agree with this
infallible rule [the Bible], as we are taught to do by the
apostles when they say, "Test the spirits to see if
they are of God,” and also, "If anyone comes to you
and does not bring this teaching, do not receive
him into your house.”
Alfonso d'Amore teaches at Rehoboth Christian
School in Copetown, ON and attends the Marantha FRC in
Hamilton, ON.
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Church History

Similarities in
David Zadok

Synagogue Worship
and

Reformed Worship

Introduction
Worship is one of the essential elements of any religion, but particularly
in the Judeo-Christian community. From the very beginning of history God's
people have paid homage to the one living God, the Creator of the universe and
the Sustainer of life. Abel and Cain brought sacrifices to God, and we know that
Abel's was an act of appreciation and adoration to Him. We read that already in
Enoch's day, men “called upon the name of the Lord” (Gen. 4:26). Down through
history from Abraham to the
nation of Israel, to the New
Testament church, the
people of God worship
Him. From the very
beginning of time God
has commanded His
people to worship Him,
and given directions on
how to do it. We see this
from the time of Abel and
Cain, and in the detailed
instructions regarding the
building of the tabernacle and,
later, the temple itself. Precise, detailed instructions were given by God on how
and in what shape to fashion the vessels, and what kind of sacrifices to bring to
Him on different occasions. Furthermore, God set aside the sons of Aaron and the
tribe of Levi to be in charge of the temple worship.
These detailed instructions were very important. We recall what
happened to Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, when they offered “strange
fire” to God, something they had not been commanded to do (Lev. 10:1-2). Just as
God demanded His people follow His commands and ordinances in daily life fully
and completely, He expected them to follow His commands in the manner in
which they worshiped Him.

The Synagogue
Since the destruction of the second temple in 70 A.D., temple worship
has been replaced in the Jewish community by synagogue worship. In light of the
importance of worship as portrayed in the Old Testament, Jewish synagogue
worship has developed certain elements that are present in synagogues
throughout the world, despite different languages and styles.
24
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It is interesting to note, first of all, that the word for synagogue in
Hebrew is Beit-Knesset which literally means house of Assembly. It is derived from the
same Greek root from which we get the word Synod, which is also an assembly.
While there is an individual act of worship, the synagogue is the place in which
people gather to worship God corporately. For certain prayers it is necessary to
have at least ten men, a Minyan, to be able to conduct the worship and prayers.

Main Activities
The reading of the Word of God and prayers from the Psalms and other
portions of the Old Testament are the two main elements of the synagogue
worship service. Whereas the synagogue fulfills some other duties, these are the
main activities that happen when the people gather for corporate worship. The
Jewish prayer book used in the synagogues for worship includes reading portions
from the Word, together with the prayers, with indications where the assembly
will stand or respond to the rabbi who leads the worship.
Worship is a daily activity in the synagogue, occurring three times a day
— morning, afternoon and evening — seven days a week. On Monday, Thursday
and of course Saturday the service is longer and more elaborate.

Main Features
A very prominent feature in any synagogue, no matter what size or what
tradition, is the Ark. This is a cabinet or a recess in the wall that holds the scrolls.
Most of these scrolls hold the Pentateuch, the Torah, but other portions of the
Scriptures, the Prophets and the Writings, are also read. The Ark is usually placed
in front of the pulpit from where the rabbi conducts the service. The Hebrew name
for the Ark in the Synagogue is Aron HaKodesh, which means “the holy cabinet”. (By
the way, the name has nothing to do with Noah's Ark, which in Hebrew has a
different name.)
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Another important feature of the synagogue is the Eternal Lamp, the Ner
Tamid. This is always lit in obedience to God's command to Moses in Exodus
27:20-21. The third important feature is the pulpit, or Bima, where the rabbi
stands and conducts the service, and where the Torah scroll is opened for
reading. The Bima is usually higher than the chairs, which not only allows people
to see the Torah scroll, but symbolizes the high place that the Word of God
should occupy in worship and in life.

Similarities
From this short description, we can see some of the similarities between
synagogue and church. In both cases, there is a certain order in which the
worship is conducted. A learned person, rabbi or pastor, is the one that leads the
service, although he is not necessarily the one that does everything. In both the
church and synagogue, we see an emphasis placed on the reading and preaching
of the Word, as well as prayer. We also notice that both use an elevated place
from which the Word is read and taught. And of course, in both
cases, things are done orderly according to an order of worship
that has been developed in the past, which connects us historically
and biblically to our forefathers in the faith. Christ, the Eternal
Light of the world, shines and is the center point of worship in the
church, represented by the Ner Tamid!

Conclusion
I would like to conclude by the words of Jesus to the Samaritan
woman and to us in John 4:23-24: “The day has come that those
who worship the Father, must worship him in spirit and in
truth.” May we do so forever and evermore.
David Zadok is a native Israeli, and one of the most veteran
members of Grace and Truth Congregation in Rishon LeTsion
(near Tel Aviv) in Israel. He is a graduate of
Westminster Theological Seminary in San
Diego, California. He serves the church as
Elder and youth leader. Christian Mission to
Israel, a Free Reformed Committee,
supports the efforts of HaGefen
Publishing, which is part of the
Grace and Truth
Congregation. The Editor
and his wife had the
privilege of visiting
David Zadok and the
Grace and Truth
Congregation during
a tour of Israel in
2007.
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Psalmody Throughout the Ages
Michael Zwiep
Although the historic and contemporary church has been
blessed with a rich array of traditional hymns and growing repertoire of
modern choruses, the corporate embrace and singing of Psalms has
always remained a hallmark of faithful public worship. In an age when
fewer churches across North America remain committed to exclusive
Psalmody, younger members of the Free Reformed churches may
wonder if a denominational commitment to the Psalter remains
doctrinally valid, especially as a new generation of songwriters and
worship leaders – many who may embrace various elements of
Reformed doctrine and practice – become particularly appealing.
The debate on exclusive Psalmody, however, is not necessarily
a debate on the Scriptural orthodoxy of various traditional hymns and
modern choruses used outside of public worship. There are many
traditional hymns and modern choruses that remain faithful to various
texts of Scripture. The debate on exclusive Psalmody is neither
necessarily a debate pitting traditional hymns (old songs) against
modern choruses (new songs). Not all traditional hymns are
Scripturally orthodox and not all modern choruses are unbiblical. The
call for exclusive Psalmody, like related controversies on the nature of
preaching and the administration of the sacraments, is about how
Scripture should be used in the public gathering of the saints.
The point of exclusive Psalmody is not to disparage the great
hymns of faith, many of which have become historic anthems of the
church, nor deny the sincere passion and contribution
of a rising new generation of contemporary
songwriters and worship leaders.
An embrace of the Psalter does not
deny the edif ying value of
uninspired compositions outside
of public worship.
The main
contention of exclusive Psalmody is
not that Psalms themselves are
inherently more Biblical than other
passages of Scripture (for all
Scripture is God-breathed), but,
unlike other passages of Scripture,
are specifically given to the church
for public worship. The Psalms are
composed for the corporate
gathering of the saints throughout
all ages.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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The commitment to exclusive Psalmody is not a new
development in the life of the church. It is an historic position and
practice promoted by Christ and the Apostles, adopted by the early
church, recommended by many of the early church fathers including
Augustine and Chrysostom, heralded by Calvin and the reformers,
authorized by our own church order at the Synod of Dordt and
championed by our secessionist fathers in the Afscheiding (Separation)
of 1834.
A distinguishing hallmark of a faithful church is not only the
commitment to the inerrancy of Scripture, but to how Scripture is to be
used in public worship. The early church was characterized by its
embrace of the Psalms in public worship. Christ Himself, at the
institution of the Lord's Supper, sang the second part of the Hallel Psalms
(Psalms 115-118) – described as a hymn in Matthew 26:30 – as He
celebrated the Passover with His disciples. The New Testament church,
as exhorted by the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16,
gathered regularly to sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, all Greek
references to various Old Testament Psalms.
Church historians point not only to the commitment of the early
church and early church fathers to Psalmody, but to the fact no evidence
exists of the early church employing uninspired hymns or songs in the
public gathering of the saints.
Presbyterian commentator Gerald Williamson, in a paper
entitled 'The Singing of Psalms in the Worship of God' remarks: “It is a
noteworthy fact there are no psalms, hymns or spiritual songs (other
than those recorded in Scripture) preserved from the Apostolic
and post-Apostolic period of church history. Nor is there any
evidence whatever that such were at that time in use.”
At the Synod of Laodicea in 343, the maturing
church forbade the “singing of uninspired
hymns in the congregation”.
John Calvin, writing in the
preface the Genevan Psalter
of 1565, cites the
church fathers
Augustine and
Chr ysostom
in support of
the use of
Psalms.
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“That which St. Augustine has said is true, that no one is able to
sing things worthy of God except that which he has received from
Him. Therefore, when we have looked thoroughly, and searched
here and there, we shall not find better songs nor more fitting for
the purpose, than the Psalms of David, which the Holy Spirit
spoke and made through him. And moreover, when we sing
them, we are certain that God puts in our mouths these, as if He
himself were singing in us to exalt His glory.
No evidence exists of Wherefore Chrysostom exhorts, as well as
the men, the women and the little
the early church
children to accustom themselves to singing
employing uninspired them, in order that this may be a sort of
hymns or songs...
meditation to associate themselves with the
company of the angels.”

Although the hold of Psalmody on
the early church was weakened
with later heretical movements,
and almost lost with the corruption
and abuse of the church in the
Middle Ages, the rich legacy of the
Psalms was recovered with the
spiritual awakening of the 16th
century.
The call for and return to
Scriptural orthodoxy during the
Reformation was accompanied with a
call for and return to the use of the
Psalms in public worship. As a
leading reformer, Calvin stressed the
sufficiency of the Psalms in the
assembly of the saints, first proposing
the introduction of the singing of
Psalms by the whole congregation in
Geneva in 1537. Following Calvin's
exile from Geneva in 1538, the
reformer, working with Clement Marot,
Theodore Beza and Louis Bourgeois,
ensured the restoration to exclusive
Psalmody of the fledging French
Reformed churches through the
composition of the Genevan Psalter in 1543.

Psalms
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On Dutch soil the principles of the Reformation, although
having become firmly entrenched in the 17th century, were challenged
with the errors of Arminianism. The introduction of uninspired hymns
was not unconnected to the theological drift of the Reformed churches.
The defenders of Biblical orthodoxy responded, not only guarding the
truths of sovereign election and the doctrines of grace, but principles of
Psalmody. The majority of delegates at the Synod of
Dordt in 1618 and 1619 remained no less committed
to the use of Psalms in public worship than Calvin,
reiterating earlier decisions of the Dutch
Reformed churches in 1578, 1581 and 1586.
The historic assembly confirmed
Pe t r u s D a t h e n u s ' s 1 5 6 6 D u t c h
translation of the Genevan Psalter,
noting in Article 69 of the church
order: “In the churches only the
150 Psalms of David, the Ten
Commandments, the Lord's
Prayer, the Twelve Articles of
Faith, the Song of Mary, that of
Zacharias, and that of Simeon
shall be sung…all other hymns
are to be excluded from the
Churches, and in those places
where some have already been
introduced, they are to be
removed by the most suitable
means.” The clear intent of the
synod divines was a
commitment to the Psalms in
public worship.
But again, resolve for
and devotion to exclusive
Psalmody in the Dutch churches
began to waver. Dathenus's
Psalter was published with an
appendix of hymns in 1789; the
provincial synod of North Holland
proposed the adoption of hymns in a
new songbook in 1796 and by 1807,
hymns were included in the official
songbook of the Dutch churches. The
commitment to Psalmody was at risk.
Responding to the spiritual apathy and
growing apostasy of the Dutch State Church, Psalm
singing was once again reaffirmed with Hendrick de Cock's declaration
of separation and return in the Secession of 1834.
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Once again the call for and return to Scriptural orthodoxy was
accompanied with an appeal to return to the Psalms of David. Many of the
secessionist fathers were ardent defenders of exclusive Psalmody.
Hendrick de Cock, calling for the restoration of the Dutch State Church,
wrote: “We see as well that in the best of time, in the purest churches,
hymns are never found nor tolerated…where Reformation has broken out
in its purest form, hymns are completely done away with.”
Other leading secessionist fathers, including Antonie
Brummelkamp and Hendrick Scholte, also objected to the
introduction of hymns, remaining committed to the historic
Psalms of Dathenus.

“We see as well that in the best of time,
in the purest churches, hymns are
never found nor tolerated…
-Hendrick de Cock
This commitment to exclusive
Psalmody was promoted and maintained by
our secessionist fathers throughout the 19th
century in the Netherlands and on to our
immigrant grandparents as they established a
spiritual and denominational foundation in a
North American context – a commitment that
has stood the test of Scripture and ages of
time.
Holding to the Psalms in the public
gathering of God's people has proven to be
the safest course in every generation, not
only for the saints of old, but in the ongoing
reformation of the church today. Whether
motivated by the spirit of sentimental custom
and established tradition or the desire for
change and contemporary relevance – the
principles of worship at the altar of praise
must continually be subjected to the mandate
of God's Word.
The instruction of Scripture, historic record of
the early church and early church fathers, the
position of Calvin and the reformers, the testimony of
the Synod of Dordt and convictions of our secessionist
fathers are clear – the public worship service should be
reserved for the Psalms of praise.
Michael Zwiep is a member of the Free Reformed Church in Vineland, ON.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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“Living Life to the Fullest”

Nathan Pennings

This article was given as a speech on February 26, 2010 at the Bi-Annual of the Dundas
Senior Young Peoples Society. (Ed.)

Consumerism

In this life here on earth, we are encouraged to live our lives to the
fullest, to “go on and enjoy life” and “stop being so serious all the time.” In many
ways we are encouraged to do these things. Here in North America, in our
western society we are bombarded by the media, whether it is through
magazines, internet, music, or TV, with consumerism and materialism.
Consumerism is the idea that personal happiness can be obtained
through consumption, or the purchase of goods and services. Materialism is the
desire for wealth and material possession with little interest in ethical or spiritual
matters. No matter where we go or what we do there is always someone tempting
us to conform to this world, either by bluntly saying it to our face or by slyly
hinting at the idea such as advertisements do. Do you want to be happy? Do you
want respect? Do you want friends? Basically, do you want to live life to the
fullest? Then, they tell us, make as much money as possible, buy the best house,
the most luxurious car, a big boat, a cottage, this gadget and that gadget; or
whatever it may be. These things we are told will fill that void in our life and
enable us to live life to the fullest. But really, they are encouraging us to forget
about the true value of our soul and to live for temporal wealth and joy. What they
really want us to do, is to live for the here and now, “for our own earthly
pleasures.” We are pressured to live for, what God's Word calls “the lusts of the
flesh.” The world want us to join in with them in their supposed bliss.
So what do we do? How should we respond? In order to respond
properly we need to ask, “what does the Bible say?” Because the Bible teaches us
what we must believe and how we must live. God Himself assures us in His Word
that: “All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness”
(2 Tim. 3:16). And when we
listen to the Bible, we
hear something
different than what
the world says.
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Folly and Vanity of It
There are many verses in Scripture that indicate that living for the here
and now, for temporal pleasures and riches as the world encourages us to do, is
not a wise choice. For example, the book of Ecclesiastes informs us often of the
vanity or meaninglessness of human life. The word “vanity” is used no less than 38
times in this book. In the second chapter, Solomon writes about what he found
when he sought for happiness in the pleasures of this world. What pleasures did
he try? In seeking something new, he traveled the highway of new experiences —
mirth, enjoyment, laughter, drunkenness. He amassed to himself
more and more possessions: houses, vineyards, gardens,
pools, servants, silver and gold, and music.
This is what so many dream of. And what does
Living for the
wise Solomon say of it: It was a waste of time. He says:
here and now, for
“and behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and
temporal pleasures and
there was no profit under the sun.” Solomon, after
receiving and enjoying all these earthly pleasures in
riches as the world
all his earthly riches and glory, said that it was ALL
encourages us to do, is
empty and unsatisfying. The Lord Jesus Himself
not a wise choice.
teaches us that living for this temporal life is not only
foolish, but that it also comes at a high price. He says, as
it is recorded in Matthew, Mark, and Luke: “For what is a
man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” One can clearly see, even
through these few verses, the foolishness of consumerism and materialism; first
by its emptiness, and second by the price that is to be paid.
We see and hear in advertisements today of “buy now, pay later” which
allows one to enjoy something before he actually has to pay for it. And so it is with
our lives; we may enjoy life in whatever way we want, but we must remember that
at the end of this temporal life there will be an invoice that says, “immediate
payment due,” and “what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?” Ecclesiastes 11:9-10 says: “And let thy heart cheer
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine
heart, and in the sight of thine
eyes: but know thou,
that for all these things
God will bring thee into
judgment. Therefore
remove sorrow from
thy heart, and put
away evil from thy
f l e s h : f o r
childhood and
youth are vanity.”
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Consumerism Forbidden and
Holiness Commanded

34

Having seen that, what the world calls living life to the fullest, God calls
vain and forbids. The question then becomes, how then must we live life to the
fullest? According to the Bible, to live our life to the fullest means that we live our
lives for God's glory in obedience to His command to us to be holy, which is His
revealed will. We are commanded to sanctify ourselves. In other words, make
ourselves holy and set apart; living, “As obedient children, not fashioning
yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he which hath
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is
written, 'Be ye holy; for I am holy'”-(1 Pet. 1:14-16).
In Romans 12, the apostle Paul also exhorts us to be holy. After writing
about God's immenseness, sovereignty, and undeserving mercy toward the
gentile Christians in chapter 11, Paul starts chapter 12 with these words: “I
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” In the
rest of chapter 12, the apostle Paul gives practical
examples of what being holy looks like, but before
he says what to be and what not to be in this
chapter, he tells us WHY we are or are not to be
them. Namely, because it “is your reasonable
service.” Spurgeon once said that even
after feeling “you had done all as it
should be done, it would still be but
your reasonable service.”
It's interesting how Paul
distinguishes our relation to this world
from our relation to the will of God. He
writes, “And be not conformed to this world.” By
writing “conformed” he implies that it does not take
much to look like the world. But when he writes, “but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind” he is implying our need
for a complete metamorphosis or transfiguration from our human nature, in
order to prove God's good and perfect will. The word Paul uses for transformed,
is the same word used in describing Christ's transfiguration on the mountain,
where “His face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light”.
In Titus 2:12, the apostle Paul again instructs us to be holy when he
writes “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world”. So how do we live our lives to the
fullest? By presenting our lives to God as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God in all good works.
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How to Live Holy and
Acceptable Unto God

The next question that can be asked is, how do I live a holy and
acceptable unto God? The very first and most important thing to understand is
that in our natural state we cannot live and have no desire to live such holy and
acceptable lives. The Bible tells us that “there is none that doeth good”. Paul in
the third chapter of the letter to the Romans, says that by nature the people of the
covenant are no better than the people of the world. Starting at verse 10, “As it is
written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth,
there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are
together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth
good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with
their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps
is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood:
Destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way
of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God
before their eyes.”
The apostle here describes a small part of
our wickedness by nature, and a very important
part of it, as he states, “there is none that seeketh
after God.” And not only that, but even when
God calls us and shows us ourselves we still will
refuse His grace of help, unless the Holy Spirit
works a response of submission to that call. As
it is written, “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will
not walk therein. Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of
the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken.” This is us by nature. Therefore
we need grace from above. Four graces in order to live acceptable lives.
We need the new birth. That is, we need to be made alive to God. We
need to be made living branches in Christ Jesus, the Vine. Even though we can
make ourselves look quite good on the outside, without the new birth we
continue dead in trespasses and sins as Ephesians chapter 2 confirms.
We also need the Bible. After all, that is how the Lord is often pleased to
give a new heart, by His word. So that we come to see how empty this world is,
and that only His kindly face gives happiness and grace (Psalter. 423:7). And it is
the Word that tells us of the Lord Jesus, in whom is salvation. And it is the Word
whereby the Lord sanctifies His people. Jesus prayed for this in His high priestly
prayer: “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” Young people, we are
in the best time of our life to seek God. We make time for many things. But we
need to take time to read the Bible, and search it diligently, with a prayer in our
heart that we might know the Lord, and His love.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Third, we need the Spirit. Who leads into all truth and who
Jesus promises in John 14:16-17a, “And I will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever; Even the Spirit of truth”. Then in verse 26, “the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things”, and in the next chapter “when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth.”
And last, we need diligence: diligence in the means of grace. Peter
writes, “giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience
godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness
charity.” He then draws the connection between doing this and our call to be holy,
“For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ,” “Wherefore the
rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do
these things, ye shall never fall.” Laziness is a great danger in spiritual things. And
Peter himself knows it. We must might fight against laziness, and pray God for
this diligence. To live life to its proper fullness, we need diligence in spiritual
things. So Peter instructs us that to prevent ourselves from being unfruitful and
from falling into the enticing temptations such as materialism and consumerism,
we must give diligence to such things as these that are of spiritual importance.
“For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace”
(Rom. 8:6).
Looking at 2 Peter 1:5-7 in more depth, we find the order in which we are
to concern ourselves in spiritual matters. First Peter mentions faith. Faith,
according to Hebrews 11:1 is, “the substance of things hoped for the evidence of
things not seen.” Faith is needed. True faith. Spirit-worked faith. Spirit-exercised
faith. And we must add to it virtue. That means it must be an active, living, bold
faith. It must not be a static thing, a lazy thing. We must not recline on beds of
ease, but give diligence to add to faith virtue. “And to virtue, knowledge.” As
Peter instructs us again in the third chapter, “Grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Not the knowledge of 1Corinthians 8:1 that
“puffeth up,” nor the knowledge of 1Corinthians 13:8 that vanishes away, But,
“the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2Cor. 4:6).
“And to knowledge, temperance”. or “self-control.” Proverbs 25:28
illumines the importance of this spiritual quality, saying, “He that hath no rule
over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.”
“And to temperance, patience,” or hopeful endurance. According to James 1:3,
this patience is fashioned by the testing of our faith.
“And to patience, godliness.” Paul writes in his first
letter to Timothy concerning this spiritual quality of piety,
in chapter 4:7-8, saying, “refuse profane and
oldwives' fables, and exercise thyself rather
unto godliness. For bodily exercise profiteth
little: but godliness is profitable unto all
things, having promise of the life that now is,
and of that which is to come.”
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“And to godliness, brotherly kindness.” Peter informs us of
what this looks like in 1 Peter 1:22, “that we love one another with a
pure heart fervently.” And John tells us in his first letter why its
important, “because he (Christ) laid down his life for us: and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”
Last “to brotherly kindness, charity.” And for charity there is a great
need. As Paul calls the church to it in 1Corinthians 13, where he asserts that
without it, we are nothing; and, that it is very humble and it never fails.Now, all
these spiritual qualities that the apostle exhorts us to obtain in diligence are all
gifts of God. And they cannot be obtained by our own strength and efforts even
though we are responsible to obtain them. They are given of God by grace for
Christ's sake alone, and not by any merit of ours. Therefore James encourages us
to beg to God and to “let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to
heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up”
(James 4:9-10).

Conclusion

And now, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring
every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether
it be evil” (Eccl. 12:13-14). So then, although we are bombarded with the vainglory
of this world; it is but a trick of the devil, to make them look so pleasurable and
satisfying. Because really, this world is full of as Paul writes, “men of corrupt
minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness.” But the truth
is, “godliness with contentment is great gain.” How so? Because “the world
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for
ever.” And “the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). Therefore, “he that will love life, and see good
days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: Let
him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. For the eyes of the
Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face
of the Lord is against them that do evil“ (1Pet. 3:10-12). But remember that we
cannot do any of these things without God, “For it is God which worketh in you,
both to will and do his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). And
so I finish with the words of Paul in Philippians 4:8,
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any praise, think
on these things.”
Nathan Pennings is a high-school graduate
of Rehoboth Christian School in
Copetown, ON, and is currently working in the
construction trade. He is an active member of the
Dundas FRC Young Peoples Society.
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The FRC Youth & Education
Committee wishes to foster a
greater awareness between Young
People Societies. In the coming
issues, your YPS may be asked to
write a brief but detailed paragraph
about what it is doing. To begin, we
have accounts from Bornholm,
Dundas and Vineland YPS.
Ed.
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Vineland FRC Senio

r YPS

We hope be having anyw
here from 20-25 members
this
coming year, depending on
who is going to go to mov
e to
the next age group of Bible
studies.
We meet ever y other
Sunday evening, from
7:309:30, at the same time as ou
r Juniors. We start by singi
ng a
few praise and worship so
ngs all together, and then
the
leaders take turns doing
opening devotions in one
large
group. We split into juniors
and seniors, and we go over
any
business that might need to
be discussed. After a 15 min
ute
break, we split into 2 grou
ps, and work on our Bible
Study
for 45 minutes to an hour.
Last year, we studied Do
Hard Things by Alex an
d
Brett Harris. This year we
plan to study B4UD8 (7 Th
ings
You Need to Know Before
Your Next Date) by Hayley
and
Michael DiMarco. This year,
the youth will be leading th
e
studies, instead of the lead
ers.
This past year we went
on a weekend retreat to
a
cottage in Sundridge. On Su
nday we went to the preach
ing
station in Powassan. Every
other year, we plan a miss
ion
trip. In the past we have
gone to West Virginia, and
this
coming March, we are hoping
to have the opportunity to go
again. In preparation for th
e trip, we will be planning a
few
fundraisers over the next fe
w months. One fundraiser
will
be our annual Pancake Brea
kfast, on the first Saturday
in
Dec. We also support the
local youth centre, by getti
ng
pledges for their
Annual Bowl-A-Tho
n.
Jeanette DeVries – YPS leade
r
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Summer 2010 Camp Activities

July 6-9, 2010

Blue Bronna Wilderness Camp
Jacqueline Vandermaarel
This year camp was to be held
in the gentle rolling foothills of southern Alberta. With mountains in the
backdrop, what other picture perfect landscape could we ask for?
As we drove, clouds rolled over us and it started to rain and then it
poured. But spirits were not dampened and we just stated the southern Alberta
motto for weather changes, “If you don't like the weather, just wait a few
minutes.”
When we arrived, we were greeted by the camp's leader and a few of
the staff. After debating who slept where, we finally agreed that the women
would sleep in the tents close to the bathrooms and the men would sleep in the
ravine. We then all headed over to the meeting tent for introductions and a run
down of the rules and the weeks activities. The weather, would you know,
cleared within the hour and we scattered through the woods in an exhilarating
game of capture the flag. After supper, some of us were awarded the task of
doing dishes, while others went off to chat in the meeting tent awaiting the first
topic.
Rev. Moerdyk taught us that respect is owed to people in authority,
even when we don't want to give it. Also God deserves respect because of who
He is and what He has made in creation and in that we are taught to respect His
creation in every way. In today's culture people say that respect must be earned
and if it is not earned we don't have to give it. But the Bible teaches that we must
give respect whether the person deserves it or not.
After the topic we were rewarded with refreshing drinks and snacks
and then left to ponder what we had just heard while sitting by the fire. Everyone
headed off to bed at around 11:30 pm anticipating the first night in the cold.
Thankfully the camp directors had made the fires in the stoves before hand so it
was not so bad after all.
Wednesday morning dawned and we all gathered around the fire to
open the morning in prayer, then line up for breakfast.

42

fall 2010 youth messenger

Rev Moerdyk's second topic was on “Respecting the Church.” Many
people today no longer go to church, they either say they can worship just the
same at home or they don't even care at all. How you speak of the church
measures the respect you have for the church.
Many disrespect the church because they see a lot of hypocrisy and sin.
We must remember that the church is a hospital for sinners, not a perfect place for
perfect people. In Acts 2: 47 it says that the saved are added to the church.
After the topic we had lunch and then chose our activities for the
afternoon. We were told to choose from four different activities: Canoeing,
hiking, rock climbing and horse back riding. When everyone was set and ready to
go we headed off to enjoy what Alberta had to offer. Those who chose
canoeing had a fun day of paddling in a nearby river, while
the rock climbers hiked up a mountain side to
get to their destination. The hikers
were rewarded with an
amazing view from the top
and the horse back riders
received well earned sore
behinds. Afterwards we met
back at camp and had an hour
or so to unwind or join in a
football game before supper.
After supper those who couldn't
do horse back riding during the
day were allowed to participate
for an hour in the evening.
The next topic was by
Student Seth Hucksted. He spoke
on “Respect: Understanding the 5th Commandment — Lesson 1 : The foundation
and the framework.” Loving God and worshiping Him properly is the first step. In
John 4 Christ said to the Samaritan woman, “Worship in spirit and in truth.” We
must have a foundation for what we believe, which also includes a realm
of ethics: a code of morals when dealing
with people. Student Hucksted
brilliantly explained how the first 4
commandment set a pattern for the last
6. The day was done after the topic and
everyone slowly meandered off to bed
within the hour.
Thursday morning, we awoke
early to the sound of a cow bellowing from
the river bottom. With that in our minds
we headed off to breakfast and then sat
down for topic number four by Student
Huckstead: “Lesson 2 — The rooms in the
House — Friends, Slaves and Masters.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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In Romans 12:10-17 we are commanded to give precedence to each other as
Christians. In today's modern age employers are to treat their employees fairly
and without the act of intimidation to those under them. We must also have
respect for church leadership and all its stands for and as for the government that
we don't always agree with we must have
respect as well. When the topic was
finished, we ate a heart warming lunch,
washed dishes and then all set out for
another day of fun activities.
While waiting for supper to
be served we all started an enjoyable
game of soccer. After supper we
were told that we would have the
opportunity to try archery, horse
games or go for a hay ride.
When we were
finished with our activities, we
were rounded up to go for one
last topic in the meeting tent. The topic
this time was provided by Rev. Moerdyk on
“Respecting God's Creation.” We respect creation by
admiring it, not littering, treating all living beings nicely and
having good environmental laws. God created the world so that we would
share with Him in the pleasure of His creation. When Adam and Eve fell in
paradise, the rest of us fell with them. In that fall death became a part of our
world. God wanted us to see that the wages of sin really is death.
Hot Chocolate and cookies were handed out after the topic while most
people joined in singing worship songs. When the songs were over, we were
introduced to the game of “Snaps.” After a gruelling hour of intense thinking we
set off for bed.
In the morning we all met one last time in the meeting tent to open for
breakfast. Everyone was quieter than usual since we all knew that we
would have to say goodbye to each other pretty soon. Most
people said that camp should have been extended
one more day, but like one of the
counsellors said, its good to end it a day
sooner rather than a day later because
then everyone leaves with happy
memories and the anticipation of next
year.
Thank you all for coming and being
a part of Blue Bronna 2010! See you next
year, the Lord willing!
Jacqueline Vandermaarel attends Bethel Free
Reformed Church in Monarch, Alberta
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Did You Hear?

Aaron denBoer

FRC Camp Ontario
The theme of camp 2010 was
Kingdom Parables. The words “the kingdom of
heaven” can be understood as “the church on earth.” On Friday night
Pastor Jerrold Lewis began with the parable of the sower who went out and
proclaimed the good news of the gospel. He explained that the four types of
hearers in the church were: the wayside hearer, the shallow hearer, the
preoccupied hearer, and the honest hearted hearer. He challenged us youth
with this question: “What type of hearer are you?”, and stated that if we are
listening rightly, we would see ourselves in each category.
After the speech, the Friday night games hosted by Richard and Laura
Sommer began. After that, devotions were held in
the individual cabins with the counselors, and
we all met around the campfire for food,
fellowship, and a sing-along. Saturday
morning came soon enough, and a delicious
breakfast got us our much needed energy
for the sports tournament. The
tournament games, such as battleship
and obstacle course, were refreshingly
different this year and a good time was
had by all, especially Maria Sommer,
who was “in charge” of the hose.
After lunch, each team met
with their counselors outside in
various locations to spend some time talking
about prayer, some guidelines for prayer (ACTS), and
the workshop was concluded with prayer by those who
desired to do so. Many enjoyed this moment of closer, more personal
interaction with their teammates and counselors, and heartfelt conversations
were shared. It is an important time for young people of various ages and
backgrounds to encounter such moments.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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The rest of Saturday afternoon was
spent playing sports, swimming, and
socializing. Sometime after dinner, we all
headed back to Pearce Hall for the
second topic on “The parable of the
king's sons.” The parable was divided
into two sections: the invitation, and
those who came (and the one
improperly dressed). Pastor Lewis
explained who gave the invitation
(God the Father) and His intent. The
invitation for salvation and life in Christ alone was sent out
again that night. Pastor Lewis cautioned that sometimes we can get caught up
in the mechanics of how we are saved, rather than obeying the call to repentance.
He quoted from Rev. J. Tamminga, “You can't, you won't, but you must!” The
speech was concluded with the probing words, “Do you have the right wedding
garment on? Is this garment the righteousness of Christ?” After the speech, we
had snacks and headed over to our cabins for devotions and sleep.
A gorgeous, sunny, Sunday morning greeted the campers as they
headed over to the mess hall for breakfast. Shortly after, we met at Pearce Hall for
the worship service led by Pastor Jack Schoeman. He preached from Psalm 25:7
— “Remember not the sins of my youth.” Pastor Schoeman preached on what the
identity of these sins committed particularly in the young years might be, such as
arrogance, hedonism, indifference, materialism, and self-centeredness. To such
sins in our personal life, our response must be: flee to Christ! The Lord cannot
forget, but He can take away the guilt of our sins. Pastor Schoeman provided an
adequate analogy: “the Lord takes our sins, dumps them into the ocean, and
posts a sign on the beach stating: No Fishing!” Many in the congregation were
impressed with the mercy and grace of our God whose desire it is that all would
come unto Him and live.
After lunch and some personal time, Pastor John Koopman led us in
worship from 2 Timothy 4:6-8 under the theme: “Paul's Last
Words.” His awareness of the end of his time on this earth
also pointed us to our aim in life, and whether we are
distracted or discouraged by the cares of this world, that we
forget the purpose for which we were created. Pastor
Koopman laid out some of Paul's reflections on his journey,
that though many struggles occur, our defense of the faith
is essential to fighting the good fight. Pastor Koopman also
probed into the hearts of those who have not yet entered
into this battle of defending the gospel. He concluded with
Paul's encouragement by the prize and urged us to fix our
eyes on Christ where one day, the struggle for sin will be
no more.
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After supper and some time for
relaxing, we headed over to Pearce Hall
once again to hear the last speech by
Pastor Lewis. At this time, the visitors
also joined us as our hearts and minds
were directed to “The parable of the
talents.” Pastor Lewis explained how
these talents did not refer to a
personal skill,
o
r
performance
, but rather of gospel graces,
and how we made use of them. Gospel graces
were defined as how much knowledge we have been
given about the doctrines in God's Word, or gospel
light. The more light we have, the greater
responsibility we bear. Pastor Lewis proceeded to
the conduct of the servants. The faithful servants
were active in making use of (trading) their gospel
graces. Such trading can occur in personal devotion
and prayer, in the church, with friends, and also with
those around us who are unfamiliar with the gospel
news. The speech was concluded with the return
and pronouncement of the Master. We are not
guaranteed tomorrow, and so we are to be active
every day in making use of the gospel we have
been given. The servant who hid his talent did
not make use of the instruction of the Bible, and
so was not ready for the return of the Master. Pastor Lewis
urged us to be active in trading gospel graces.
Early Monday morning a kangaroo court was held with successful
verdicts and sentences carried out by Judge Schoeman and his “kangaroos”.
Much laughter filled the hall with the good jokes and exciting events. Some hours
later, most campers managed to arrive
for breakfast and before long, the camp
was cleaned up and the campers were
on their way home. A special thanks to
all who made this weekend happen!
Aaron denBoer is an engineering
student at McMaster University in
Hamilton, ON and attends Marantha
Free Reformed Church also in
Hamilton, ON.

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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For our Junior Young People
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The Rise
and
Fall of

Christianity
Samuel Moerdyk

“In God we Trust.” This motto has
been printed on the coins of the United
States since 1864. While we pray that this is
true and continues to be true, many believe
that our nation is losing its Christian
principles. Even though we are still known as a
“Christian” nation, most of the country is failing
to live up to this name. Conversely, many
nations around the world still have a name of
being Muslim, Hindu, or atheist, and yet their
churches are growing at tremendous speeds.
Much of this growth has gone unnoticed by the
majority of the western world.
The church in China has been growing at
a rate of 35,000 every day, which adds up to
over 12 million a year. Several estimate the total
amount of Christians in the country to be over
100 million. If this is true, then they outnumber
the total number of Chinese who are members
of the ruling communist party. Just south of
China is the small mountainous country of
Nepal. In 1975, Nepal had an estimated
15,000 Christians. Today, the estimates
exceed 500,000 and are growing rapidly.
Northeast India has experienced a high
increase in Christian communities.
In ten years, the total in this
northeast area has jumped
36 percent.
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Along with this
growth has come an
increase in the literacy
rateChristianity has
grown in Indonesia from
1.3 million followers forty
years ago to 11 million
today. Classified in the top
ten persecutors of Christians
in the world, Iran sees 500
Muslims come to faith in
Christ every month.
Asia is not the only
continent that is experiencing
such an explosion of
Christianity. Africa as a whole
has 390 million Christians, three
times the number that they had
35 years ago. In 1900, 3 percent
of Africa was Christian. Now, that
percentage is over 50 percent.
20,000 Africans are converted to
Christianity every day. In his
book, The Next Christendom: The
Coming of Global Christianity,
Philip Jenkins predicts Latin
America to experience mass
revivals now and in the near
future. Of course, much of Latin
America is already Roman
Catholic and Christian, but he
expects the people to turn from
their present inactive state to
much more enthusiastic,
evangelical denominations.

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Sadly, Europe and North America present a different picture altogether. England,
which claims to be a predominately Christian country, sees only 27 percent of its
citizens actually attend church. On top of this, less than half of the people believe
that there is a God. The United States claims to be 76 percent Christian, yet only
about 40 percent attend church with any regularity. Religioustolerance.org
posted this comment about the church in America, “Americans are slowly
becoming less Christian and that in recent decades the challenge to Christianity
in American society does not come from other world religions or new religious
movements but rather from a rejection of all organized religions.” Germany, the
birthplace of Luther, and in many ways one of the leading countries in the
Reformation, now has 43 percent of its citizens confessing that Jesus was just a
human.
Since the center of Christianity is shifting south, Great Britain and the
United States will no longer be the leaders in mission work. Already in 2002,
fifteen hundred missionaries have come from fifty countries to Great Britain. Mr.
and Mrs. Tom Moerdyk, who had been missionaries to Nigeria in the 70s and 80s,
actually met Nigerians coming to do mission work in Texas in the 1990s. Amazing
as it is, the countries in which missionaries from the West have laboured in for so
long are now the ones returning the favour. In God they trust and they are
spreading the love. Maybe we should start praying for the missionaries coming
our way along with those going out.

Samuel Moerdyk attends the Grand Rapids FRC is a member of their Senior YPS. He
is a senior student who has been home schooled. This article was originally written for
the GRACE Gazette, a periodical of the GRACE Home School Association. He hopes to
begin studying at Kuyper College in Grand Rapids in the fall of 2010.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Young People in the workforce, college, and university are
invited to two speaker evenings this fall.
Saturday, October 23, 2010, Rev D. Lipsy
plans to speak on
The Biblical Way to Marriage
Rev D. Lipsy is pastor of Grace Reformed Christian Church
in Harrison Arkansas, of The Heritage Reformed Churches

Saturday, November 27, 2010, Dr D. Murray
plans to speak on
Glorifying God with our Dollars
Dr D. Murray is Professor of
Old Testament & Pastoral Theology at
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
TIME:
PLACE:

8:00 p.m. of dates listed above
Dundas FRC meeting room

Hosted by the
Free Reformed Student Society
A collection to defray the costs
of the meeting will be taken

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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“Salvation, and glory, and honour,
and power, unto the Lord our God”
—Revelation 19: 1
To Thee alone, O Lord, be the glory,
To Thee glory, honour, and praise.
How to me; lost, ruined, sinful me
Thou hast shown love, mercy, favour and grace.
All infinite, everlasting, unconditional, free,
Oh, how strange! How inscrutable Thy sacrifice.
Thinking on Thee: bruised, beaten, gory,
And Thy sweet, compassionate, unselfish ways,
How Thou didst died for me; low, unworthy, sinful me
A sinner by heritage, practice, choice.
Oh, atonement! Propitiation, redemption, all free,
Oh, how awesome! How mystical Thy sacrifice!
Often I'll tell Thy people the story,
Of Thy gracious, eternal, immutable ways,
How salvation came, most of all, to me;
Forgiving my sin. Oh, what hope! What rest! What bliss!
Oh, salvation unearned, unsought, unmerited, free,
Oh, how splendid! How mysterious Thy sacrifice.
Still I'll sing: tho' old, decrepit, hoary,
Of Thy deep, unsearchable, miraculous ways,
How weak, redeemed, still sinning — sinful me,
Received repentance, pardon, access and peace.
Oh, justification! Sanctification, righteousness, all free,
Oh, how grand: How beauteous Thy sacrifice.
To Thee alone, O Lord, all the glory,
To Thee all glory, honour, and praise,
For saving me; poor, wretched, sinful me,
And all the elect, purchased of Thy cross.
Oh, glorification! Boundless wonders! Joys! Free, all free,
Oh, how great! How glorious … Thy sacrifice!
James Z.
James is an inmate at the State Prison in Trenton N.J. He
regularly attends the Protestant Christian Doctrine Chapel
service that the Pompton Plains, FRC leads on a bi-weekly basis.

