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from the editor

In

Touch
R

elationships! That’s the
theme of this issue of
the Youth Messenger,
and as you glance through it, you
may find some interesting articles on this
topic. It is a very broad topic and it would be impossible to cover everything in one issue. We are just
scratching the surface here.
Relationships are very important to all human beings but
young people are especially interested in connecting with others.
Why might this be? Well, that’s how the Lord created us. Scripture
already mentions relationships in its beginning pages when “the Lord God
said, It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him an help meet
for him” (Genesis 2:18). You see, it’s part of the Lord’s wise plan that we have
others around us as we go through life. The Lord knew that we would need others to share our joys and sorrows, triumphs and failures, ups and downs.
Sadly, because of sin, we now need guidance and advice in this area. Numerous books have been written by many different people trying to give direction in
relationships. Counseling has become big business as people turn to professionals for advice when relationships fall apart. In our day, we should be thankful
that such services are available, especially for Christians to receive help from
Christians.
Formerly, young people would stay in touch with others by telephone or mail.
Times have changed, and technology has introduced us to a number of different ways wherein we can all communicate with each other electronically from
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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“For where your treasure is,
there wil your heart be also” (Matt. 6:21)

almost anywhere in the world.
All that said, what is the most important relationship? God had a relationship
with Adam and Eve in paradise, a loving and peaceful relationship where the
Lord provided them with everything they needed. All Adam and Eve had to do
was “to dress it and keep” the Garden of Eden (Gen 2:15b), as well as to refrain
from eating “of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (v. 17). By Adam’s
disobedience, we have been left with a broken relationship, one that needs to
(and can) be restored through the means that God himself has provided – Jesus
Christ.
What relationship(s) are you busy with? You may have many friends (or are
they acquaintances?) with whom you keep connected electronically, but is the
Lord your friend, through Christ? Has the breach between God and your soul
been mended so that you can say with Peter, “Yea Lord, thou knowest that I love
thee.” (John 21:15,16&17). Do you communicate with the Lord daily, beginning
in the morning and ending each day with Him? Do silent prayers arise to God as
you go about your work?
What is your heart set upon? “For where your treasure is, there will your heart
be also” (Matt. 6:21). Are you, by God’s grace, cultivating a relationship with the
Lord, a relationship that lasts for an eternity? Is your focus “horizontal”, or are
you busy with a bond that is in a vertical direction, with heaven?
4
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Learning

from Older People

BIBLE STUDY

dr. l.J. bilkes

“But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:
That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith,
in charity, in patience. The aged women likewise,
that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness,
not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;
That they may teach the young women to be sober,
to love their husbands, to love their children,
To be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good,
obedient to their own
husbands, that the
word of God be not
blasphemed.
Young men likewise
exhort to be
sober minded.
(Titus 2:1-6)
Why Young People
Should Learn from
Older Ones?
If you were to ask the average young person in our
society the question, “From
whom do you learn most?”,
and they were to give you an
honest answer, it would probably be: “From my peers or the
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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media.” The biblical order of learning is very different. God has ordained older
people to teach young people.
This is related to the purpose of the home and church. Think of what we hear
in the book of Proverbs. A father speaking to his son: “My son….” And in the
church, we find Paul’s instruction to Titus (2:3-4), that older women should
teach young women. Older people may be out of touch with the latest fashions,
and the latest “buzz”. But if it is right, they are not out of touch with young
people. You see, they too were young, and if it is right, have learned many things
from the Word of God and experience, measured by
the Word of God. From such young people
should learn.

What should Young People
Learn from them?
Of course, we can learn
many things, but allow
me to focus on two important things, that
the Bible frequently
emphasizes.
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Right doctrine. Titus has to teach sound doctrine (2:1). He has to ensure
that it is “sound” (a word that means “health”). There is much unsound
teaching. Not only in Colleges and schools, but on television, internet and
the world of entertainment. Young people do not need this. This is very
unhealthy for the soul. Stay away from unsound teaching. Instead, seek out
sound teaching; teaching of the truth. Let older ones teach this. Let young
people ask for this.

Right living. Titus has to speak that which is fitting with sound doctrine,
and that is sound living. Sound doctrine is never alone. It goes hand-inhand with sound Christian living. Young people also need to learn what
sound living is, a life that is in accordance with God’s word. How we spend
our Sabbath day. How we talk. How we walk. That is the effect of the new
birth. Titus should be very specific. In verse 6, Titus is to exhort young men
to be sober-minded. That is, they should think in light of eternity; think
soberly. Now what does this look like? Well, let them observe God’s people.
Older men are also to show this sober-mindedness (vs. 2). Not only must
older men be examples to young men, but older women too. They are to
teach young women “to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own
husbands” (4-5).

How Should Young People Learn from Them?
Don’t just let older ones come to you. Seek the advice and counsel of your
parents and other older ones. One thought is to visit shut-ins or older family
members, especially if they fear the Lord. Ask them about their lives. Ask them
how the Lord taught them. Ask them about what sorts of things they learned
when they were young, and what they wished they would have known then.
Specifically:

Listen. Let young people listen. Imagine the following scene: A young man is
getting involved with the wrong friends. His father, who loves him dearly, at
times speaks with his straying son. But when he does, the young man says: “I
know dad, I know.” He thinks he has heard these words from his father already,
and so he feels he does not need to hear them again. But he does need to hear
them again. We need to hear the most important things time and again.
Take to heart. How is this different from listening, you ask? Well, you have
listened. But you must also absorb the significance of what your parents or
catechism teachers, or elders, are saying. Ask questions if you need clarification. Ask the Lord to help you to see the value of what you are being taught.

Obey. This means you seek to apply it to your life. You try to put into practice
what has been said. You will need the help and strength of the Lord. Go to
the Lord with your heart and ask Him to be your great Teacher.Jesus Christ.
Rev. L.J. Bilkes is pastor of the Ebenezer Free Reformed Church at Dundas, ON.
Having recently preached a series of sermons on Titus 2, this article is gleaned from the
writer’s notes.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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ANWERING YOUR QUESTION

Dr. L.W. Bilkes

How can parents
and children

connect
with each other?
T

he first thing to be stated is that there will
be no connection between parents and children without a restoration of heart religion
in both parents and children. There is
a lot of talk today, as there has been throughout
the centuries, about generation gaps, and conflicts
between one generation and the next generation.
Many psychologists and sociologists try to pinpoint the dynamics and propose a solution to
the problem. Ultimately, however, we need to
recognize that there is no way to understand,
much less to bridge, the generation gap except
to understand that the heart of man is wicked from his youth (Gen 8:21). And this does
not mean that young people are the problem,
while their parents are not. No, both parents
and children by nature are not bent the right
way. Both are bent away from God and away
from each other. And so it is not surprising that
there are generational tensions as there are also
societal tensions, cultural tensions, and all sorts
of other problems in our world. Moreover, there
will never be an ultimate solution to these
tensions, unless the root of the matter is
addressed, and that is the wickedness
of man. To put it simply, both
parents and children need new
hearts from the Holy Spirit,
and unless they experience
the new birth, there will
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never be any true connection from either side. There must come a restoration
of heart religion in both parents and children, and without it, everything else
will simply be a changing of the veneer.
Secondly, the preaching of repentance should serve to connect parents with children, when blessed by the Holy Spirit. The Old Testament ends on a very sober
note: “And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart
of the children to the fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse”
(Mal 4:6). This text speaks about a departure, a wedge that has come between
children and fathers. This text promises that God himself will raise up one to
bring the heart of the fathers and the heart of the children together. We know
from the New Testament that God used the instrument of John the Baptist.
Luke 1:16-17 confirms this: “And many of the children of Israel shall he turn
to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of
Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” When
we look at what John the Baptist did to bring the children and fathers together,
he preached the doctrine of repentance and remission of sins. He made clear
to the people that they could not lean on the presumption that Abraham was
their father (Luke 3:8). They needed the essence of what Abraham himself
had in their own hearts. They needed to repent and return, and that in very
tangible ways. A father and son will meet when they
both repent of their sins and acknowledge their
sinfulness to each other and together before God.
Thirdly, the institution of family worship should serve to connect parents with children
with God’s blessing.
Family worship is
an important biblical institution
wherein a father
leads his family as prophet,
priest, and king,
guiding them in
the truths of God’s
word, and bringing
their needs before the
Lord. A pattern of time spent every
day in the Word and before the face
of the Lord is not automatic assurance
that parents and children will connect; however, it will be impossible
for them to do it without regular,
heart-felt family worship.
During family worship,
it is possible to study
God’s Word and God’s
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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precepts, and thus learn what God’s will is for each situation. It is important during family worship to talk through truth and to apply it to the various
questions and dilemmas a family might face. When John G. Paton was 11,000
miles away from his home in Scotland, in the island of Tanna, it was the vision
of family prayer many years earlier which often strengthened him. The recollection of how God had met with them at that little altar in their little cottage
near Dumfries (Scotland), that memory vitalized him and energized him many
years later. And so it ought to be. John D. Legg tells us that of great influence
upon him was, “his father’s godliness and habitual communion with God at his
home family prayers.” Besides family worship, Sabbath keeping, catechizing,
and church attendance are very conducive to family unity.
Finally, the spiritual demeanour that is a fruit of grace will serve to bring families together. Harshness is not listed among the fruits of the Spirit, neither is sullenness,
or provoking of children to wrath. All these things divide. On the other hand,
what Scripture lists as true fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23), namely, kindness,
meekness, love, gentleness, patience, and so on, will serve to sow bonds of love
that connect parents with children when God is pleased to bless it.     
Generations go, and generations shall come. True connection will come
when we receive and in turn bestow to others the mercy of the Lord.

“LORD,
Thou hast been our

dwelling place

in all generations.”
Ps 90:1

“O satisfy us early
with Thy mercy
Ps 90:14
To that mercy we may take refuge while turning to God in uprightness. And then there shall
also be a turning of the one
generation to the next.
Dr. Bilkes is pastor of the Free Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, MI.
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FRIENDLATIONSHIPS

discerning the spirits

Marianne DeJong

What exactly is a friendlationship?
A friendlationship is simply the term
given to the connection that exists between a male and female
that spend time almost exclusively
with one another but who are “just
friends” rather than being in a dating relationship. While the definition seems rather simple, the actual
friendlationship can be and often
is quite complex. If you have ever
been involved in such a connection
or suspect that you are involved in
one, then this article is for you.
The Friendlationship: a
Phenomenon of this Generation.
Perhaps you have had this
conversation with one of your
parents:
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/

11

Parent: “Where are you going?”
You: “Out for dinner”
Parent: “With who?”
You: “(insert name of friend of the opposite gender)
Parent: “so it’s a date?”
You: “No, it’s not a date. We’re just friends.”
Parent: “I don’t get it. In my day if you went out for dinner it was
called a date.”
You: “Welcome to the 21st century.”
It can be easy to disregard the wisdom of one’s parents who clearly do not
understand the dynamics of modern relationship complexities. However, considering the blurring of gender roles and the confusion that can be caused by
having a friendlationship, perhaps it is time for modern Christian singles to heed
the advice of their parents.
The Causes and Potential Dangers of Friendlationships.
In today’s society, gender roles have become blurred and indistinct. The message that young people receive from the media is one of non-difference. Even
when one limits one’s exposure to media sources, the
pervading idea about gender roles in our society is that
there is no difference between males and females.
In Christian circles, many people have “kissed
dating goodbye” which has resulted in
males and females forming connections as friends without actually
dating each other. Having
deep friendships with members of the opposing gender
is encouraged and promoted.
However, while males and females can be friends on some
level, such friendlationships often lead to
heartache and confusion for at least one member of the connection.
Perhaps you think that you are above the
relational dangers that come with having such
a connection with a member of the opposite
gender. Having recently ended a two and a half
year friendlationship, I have noticed some issues
that I think are important to share.
A friendlationship can be a cheap substitute
for an actual relationship. While you are waiting for Miss/Mr Right, you may be finding the
company of a male/female friend to be fulfilling the need that you have for a close connection with a member of the opposite sex.
This is dangerous for a number of reasons.
First, one member of this friendlationship might find that he or she has
12
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That ye may be blameless
and harmless, the sons of God,
without rebuke , in the midst
of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights
in the world... Philippians 2:15
deeper feelings for the other member and might be
waiting for the other member to realize what a wonderful couple they would make. That person will jump
at the chance to spend time with the other, will invest his or her
heart and hopes on the other, and will stop looking for other options. When this happens and the feelings are not mutual then the
person who invested everything may become confused, hurt and incapable of
breaking away from a friendlationship that is not healthy for him or her. In this
situation, the one in love begins to resemble an obsessive addict while the one
not in love begins to appear to be a cold and calloused person who is taking
unfair advantage of the other’s emotions and commitment.
A second danger of the friendlationship is the tendency of both members to
share their emotional and spiritual burdens. Very good friends often share one
another’s burdens. However, this part of friendship can be unhealthy when the
friend that you are sharing these burdens with is a different gender from you.
This truth remains: guys and girls are different. Thus, for a girl to tell a guy about
her spiritual and emotional struggles (even in the context of asking for prayer)
she is actually giving him a measure of spiritual headship. Likewise, a guy who
leans on a girl for emotional and spiritual support is treating her like a help-meet.
The wonder of genders being able to support one another in this way is a gift
from the Lord. However, if you give this part of yourself over to somebody who
is not your husband or wife or a potential husband or wife, then you are taking something away from that eventual relationship. Even if you do not become
physically involved within your friendlationship, the emotional and spiritual side
of yourself may be given over to the wrong person. Can asking for prayer be a
sin? Obviously each situation is different and you need to know for yourself. Just
make sure that the prayer requests that you share with a friend of the opposite
gender does not bind you too closely to him or her in an unhealthy way.
A third danger of the friendlationship is that actual suitors may be scared
away from seeking a commitment from either member. No man or woman wants
his or her spouse to be really close friends with a different member of the oppostite sex. As a result of sin, humans are possessive and jealous. If you have a
serious friendlationship with somebody then actual suitors may assume you to
be “taken” and ignore you. Even if you do begin a relationship with somebody
outside of the friendlationship, your connection with another man or woman
may unsettle the person that you are in a relationship with. In this way, you are
causing pain to the people that you profess to care about.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Where do we go from here?
Everybody wants to be cared about and to form meaningful relationships with
other people. When you form a friendship, you invest something of yourself in
that person. Friendship is normally considered a positive thing. It took me two
years to realize that some friendships (even between Christians) can be unhealthy
and wrong. In a previous issue of the Youth Messenger, we examined Biblical examples of friendship; in each case the friendships discussed were same-gender.
The tendency for young people to create deep and meaningful friendships with
members of the opposite gender that they are not dating is as recent as this generation. I challenge you to examine the friendships that you have with members
of the opposite gender. Are these friendlationships really healthy for either one of
you? As Christ showed us, true friendship is about self sacrifice:

“Greater love hath no man than this,
for his friends” (John 15:13).
that a man

lay down his life

While examining your friendlationships consider this: perhaps the best way to
be a true friend to a member of the opposite gender is to simply walk away.
The solution to the friendlationship problem is this: form deep and meaningful friendships with members of the same gender and reserve relationships for
members of the opposing gender. If you are unsure whether or not you want to
consider a member of the opposite gender as a potential mate then do not allow
your connection to proceed past the level of a casual acquaintance.
Marianne DeJong is a member of the Vineland Free Reformed church. She has earned
her Bachelor of Arts in English and History from Redeemer Universtiy College. She
also has a Master’s of Science in Education from Niagara University. Marianne currently resides in Norwich Ontario and teaches grade seven at Oxford Reformed Christian
School.
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Relationships must be
worthy of the

Divine Foundation!

discerning the spirits

Alfonso d’Amore

T

here are relationships that can be compared to a house built upon the sand.
The foundation being unsteady and shaky, when “the rain descended, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house, it fell, and great was the fall
thereof” (Mt 7:27).
There are also relationships that can be compared to a house built upon the
rock. The foundation being solid and firm, when “the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it
was founded upon a rock.” (Mt 7:25).
It is obvious to many that relationships that are not based on God’s Word are
necessarily unstable and weak just as the foundation they are built upon. What
is not readily admitted, however, is that also within the Christian community
there are relationships that do not bring honour to the Divine foundation upon
which they are allegedly.
Indeed, there may be relationships that can be compared to a house, built on
the rock that is solid and well maintained. You see flowers in the garden; the
weeds are not allowed to grow; there are curtains in the windows; it is fully furnished; the atmosphere is warm, welcoming and friendly; in thick or thin, rain
or shine, this house always feels like home.
However, there are also relationships that to various extents have allowed
sin or insinuation, or suspicion, or lack of forgiveness, or lack of trust, or lack

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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of respect, or lack of love, or indifference, or hatred, or jealousy, or grudges, or
all the above to fester. Instead of being a source of blessing, refreshment and
increased bonding, these relationships can be compared either to a house, on
good foundations, that needs repairs [the paint is peeling; there may be cracks
in the windows and thorns and thistles grow everywhere], or to a house that has
been abandoned [it was obviously a beautiful place at some point but, then, the
roof caved in and now dirt and cobwebs are everywhere] or, even, to a house
that was begun but never finished.
While these images still linger in our mind, let us ask ourselves:
1) Is it reasonable to think that as long as the foundation is good you don’t
need to be concerned with the state of the building?
2) Can we stress enough the role human responsibility plays in building up
or tearing apart a relationship or a partnership that may be built on the
Divine foundation?
3) If people give in to or allow suspicion, sin and temptations to fester, can
they, then, fully experience the blessings of a relationship founded on a
common faith in Christ?
The truth is, just like beautiful buildings, relationships need work. They will fall
apart if we do not take the time, or if we lose the will, to apply a fresh coat of
paint, replace the pipes, weed the garden, and sometimes make upgrades.
What are the building blocks that make relationships worthy of the Divine
Foundation? What are relationships that brings honour to the Lord made of, “…
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven”
(Mt. 5:16)?
The purpose of all relationships is summarized in the first and second great
commandments, which, just like the Ten Commandments, are explained and expanded in the rest of the Bible by a number of Biblical admonitions, exhortations
and applications. By all these, God’s Word also teaches us how we must relate
to God and to one other.
The guidelines of our relationship with God are summarized in the words:

“And thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with
,
and with
,
and with
,
and with

all thy heart

all thy soul

all thy mind

all thy
strength”
(Mk 12:30).
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The guidelines of our relationship with others are summarized in the words:

“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” (Mt. 22:39)

To avoid misconceptions, we must immediately realize that these two commandments are not really two separate items. They were given by Our Lord in
one breath, so to say; they are a two-point sermon. Hence it is not written: ‘This
is the first great commandment. This is the second great commandment.’ but
rather: “This is the first and great commandment. ‘And’ the second is like unto
it...” (Mt 22:38-9).
Because these two commandments belong together, one’s duty to fulfill the
first great commandment may not take away from the duty to also carry out the
second great commandment, just as obedience to the first table of the law may
not take away from the duty to obey the second table of the law as well.
According to the words of Mt. 22:39, the second commandment is “like unto”
the first. “Like unto” means “similar to” or “resembling” the first. To “love thy
neighbour as thyself” means you must love him in a way that is similar to how
you love God. Even though not identical, a relationship with your neighbour
must be consistent with, and, in some ways, similar to, your relationship with
God. For this reason, the first and second great commandments call us to love
God with all of ourselves, and, in a similar manner, to love our neighbour as
ourselves.
When to this high calling one adds some practical admonitions coming from
passages like 1Jo 4:20 [“If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is
a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love
God whom he hath not seen?”, where the Apostle states that is not possible to
Love God and hate a brother], and James 3:9 [“Therewith bless we God, even
the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of
God.” where the Apostle states that we may not use our tongue to bless God and
then curse God’s Image] then, the two great commandments can be compared
to a door that swings both ways. In its forward swing, the way you relate to God
becomes clearly manifest in the way you treat others; in its backward swing, the
way you treat others may be an indicator of whether you love God or live a lie
(see 1Jo 4:20).
Since the way we treat God’s image in our neighbours cannot be incompatible
or inconsistent with the way we relate to God Himself (see Jas 3:9 & 1Jo 4:20),
the conclusion is that:
1) our relationship with God is the greater standard by which one can assess
the quality of our relationships with others;
2) our relationship with others may be a touchstone of the true state of our
relationship with God;
3) all relationships (whether with God or man) have similarities that may help
us assess if things are going wrong.
To explain these 3 points with an analogy, I am going to compare our relationship with God to the sanctuary of a church, and our relationships with the
neighbours to the rooms around the sanctuary. They are all parts of the same
building. As the sanctuary and the surrounding rooms are going to be somewhat
similar in building techniques, building codes, styles, fixtures, carpets, furniture,
etc., in the same way there are similarities between the way I relate to God and
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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the way I treat people. Also, in the same way in which poor maintenance of the
building will, eventually, impact the sanctuary as well, in the same way how I
love (or am loved by) others may, unfortunately, shape the way I love God. Of
course, even though the sanctuary is not just like the other rooms, some things
will require similar maintenance.
We can now answer the question: What are relationships that bring honour to
God made of? First of all, just like the entire church building rests on a foundation, in the same way all relationships (whether with God or man) must be built
on the ‘Rock’ to be truly meaningful; whether the Rock is the Lord Jesus, or the
Word of God, or the Truth of God’s Word (however one interprets the Parable).
Secondly, the two great commandments teach that love is the frame that must
be put up on that Foundation. Love to God requires all of oneself, and love to the
neighbour requires just as much as oneself. (BTW, this runs contrary to those
who say: “you must love them, not like them!” This is simply not possible, just
as it is not possible to love God and not like Him. More can be said about this,
but it falls beyond the purpose of this article).
The next building block is integrity. Integrity implies that one must approach
God in spirit and in truth. One may not be fake, may not put up a front with God,
nor attempt to deceive Him, nor hide the real intentions and inclinations of the
heart. In the same way, in dealing with our neighbours, we are called not to let
convenience, ulterior motives or peer pressure (commonly known in the Bible as
‘the fear of men’), push us to hide what we really think, what we truly believe or
what we stand for, as it is written: “Wherefore putting away lying, speak every
man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. (Eph 4:25) and

18
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“A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net for his feet.” (Prov. 29:5)
Moreover, just as integrity requires that one be not ashamed to publicly confess God’s Name, as it is written:

“Whosoever therefore shall be

ashamed of me and of my words
in this adulterous and sinful generation;
of him also shall the Son of man
be ashamed, when he cometh
in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.” Mk 8:38

In the same way, if I love a person in private, that love has to be made public
as well. Consider how Jonathan, who loved David as his own soul, made the
friendship public by giving his garments, his sword, his bow, and his girdle to
David (1 Sa 18:4). Everybody knew these two men were friends. Their bond of
love and allegiance remained the same even when things turned against David
and could have been politically advantageous for Jonathan to distance himself
from his friend. By contrast consider how promptly Abraham denied Sarah as
his wife and what troubles come upon them both for doing so. (Gen 12:13)
Integrity also means that we are called to rebuke our brother when he offends us and to forgive him when he
repents, as it is written: “But if ye
forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father for-

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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give your trespasses” (Mt 6:15). Mutual edification and Christian discipline help
remove many a seed of the thorns and thistles that grow in many relationships
as resentments, jealousies, contentions and long standing grudges, because it
is written:

brother offended
bars of a castle

“A
is harder to be
won than a strong city: and their contentions
are like the
” Prov 18:19
Let us not be afraid to admonish and encourage one another in a spirit of love!
The next building block is fairness. I do not speak of the “it’s not fair!” attitude of those who covet what is not allowed to them; rather I am referring to a
willingness to balance my best interest with the best interest of my neighbour,
for it is written: “Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on
the things of others.” (Php 2:4 in simpler words: do not look only after your own
interests, but also after the interests of others).
According to the Golden Rule, put yourself in the shoes of your
neighbour and see how you would like it if you were at the receiving end of anything you purpose to do unto your neighbour,
as it is written: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even
so to them: for this is the law and the
prophets;” (Mt 7:12). Fairness may
also require that
we stand alongside the weak, the
poor, the afflicted,
the widow, the or-

phan or the ill-treated, for it is written: “If thou forbear to deliver them that are
drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain; If thou sayest, Behold,
we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that
keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man according to his works?” (Pr. 24:11-12).
The building is then furnished with a hospitable spirit, whereby, regardless
of who it is, we are called to put forward our best foot, our best smile, and a
sympathetic attitude. By the grace of God, we are called to overcome the natural tendency to fear the stranger, or to fall prey to stereotypes, peer pressures,
20
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public opinion and the memory of past sins. We expect nothing less when we
approach God in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and our neighbour has the
right to expect nothing less from us, for it is written: “Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm.” (Prov. 3: 29-30)
This hospitable spirit, of course, must be exercised with those we are already
familiar with and those of the household
of faith, but it is to be more especially
exercised towards strangers, for it
is written: “if ye love them which
love you, what reward have ye? do
not even the publicans the same?
And if ye salute your brethren only,
what do ye more than others? do
not even the publicans so?” (Mat
4: 46-7); whereas it is written: “Be
not forgetful to entertain strangers:
for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares” (Heb 13:2), and
elsewhere: “But their scribes and
Pharisees murmured against his
disciples, saying, Why do ye
eat and drink with pub-

licans and sinners?” (Lu 5:30). Not to mention that a hospitable spirit is displayed
by generosity, gentleness and meekness.
More things could be mentioned yet but for the sake of brevity, I am going to
quickly conclude by placing this relational building under the roof of God’s Grace.
God alone can grant the wisdom, the patience, the will, the forgiving spirit, the forbearing spirit and the love that are needed to build relationships that bring about
refreshing, mutual edification and, more importantly, honour to His Name.
Alfonso d’Amore is a member of the Marantha FRC in Hamilton, ON.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Courtship vs. Dating

Pastor J. LewiS

Part One

The Biblical
Model
T

he Lord has given my wife and I two beautiful
girls. Don’t get me wrong, I love my boys with all
my heart (all 6 of them), but there is something
very special about my daughters that delights me
like nothing else. Their smile, their sweet innocence
(relatively speaking), their desire to please me in
most things that they do. Yet lately, as I kiss them
goodnight and tuck them into bed, there
comes to my mind a very critical question, “what will happen to them in the
years to come as they discover boys?”
Thankfully my youngest girl is only
5 and she thinks boys are pests and
only slightly above the worms they
chase her with. I love this age! But my
10 year old is only a few years away
from what the world calls the “dating
scene”, and my heart trembles with
what I see as an example within the
Reformed Church.
For some reason, much of the
Reformed community scratches their heads in bewilderment when you bring up
the subject of dating.
As if the Word is silent on the subject
and all we can do
is hope for the best.
22

fall2008youth messenger

Yet, the text quoted above seems to indicate that according to the divine power
of God, we have been given “all things that pertain unto life and godliness”.
Does this include the subject of dating? It must! For our youth, dating and the
opposite sex is a huge part of their life no matter what we as parents would
like to think. So there must be a biblical response to this thorny subject or else
the Word has failed us. Impossible.
Current Trends
Dating itself is quite new. Only a few generations ago dating was almost
unheard of in North America. Ellen K. Rothman, a secular humanist in
her thesis, ‘Intimate acquaintance’: courtship and the transition to
marriage in America, 1770-1900: A Finding Aid, writes,
A first-class revolt against the accepted American order took
place among American youth in the 1920’s. This was not a sudden eruption, but rather a series of seismic tremors that occurred
with increasing intensity and frequency through the 1910’s and
1920’s. By 1930, the terrain through which young Americans
passed en route to marriage would be almost unrecognizable to
their parents. In 1900, middle-class courtship was more carefully
supervised; by 1930, the supervision and formality had given way,
like a poorly designed dam, and many of the familiar landmarks
were swept aside.
There was a time, if a young man’s fancy was struck by a young
woman, the first place he would go was to her father. With sweaty
palms, and quivering lips he would ask permission to court his
daughter. Often the father would say no the first time, watching
this lad to see his reaction. Only after repeated attempts, and many
visits, would he even consider this
proposal. “What Church do you
go to?”, “Who are your parents?”,
“Where do you work?”, “What
are your future plans?” would be
only a sampling of the bombardment of questions asked of the boy.
This is healthy, and right. All relationships in the home should pass
through the covenant head as the
gate-keeper of the family. He alone
will be responsible before God for
the relationships fostered under his
care. He has the right and duty to
put up such a barricade, that only
the most worthy of suitors gains
entrance into the life of his cherished daughters.
Sadly this is not the case in modern society. In our day the parent is
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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often the last to find out that one of their children has a boyfriend or girlfriend
(usually over dinner or on the way out the door). Somehow, over the years, we
have adopted the world’s mentality that dating is simply a part of growing up,
and hopefully we have taught our young people enough of the Bible to govern
their actions. But we haven’t. Obviously if we let them out that door, we have
failed them and our Lord on a rather large scale. It is the father’s job to protect
our daughters, in the face of tears, arguments, and fainting fits. We are not
given to them to be popular, or to be their friends, but to be their fathers who
will one day stand and give an account for our children.
The Lord never intended for covenant children to “date”. Dating is the romantic equivalent of a buffet, where you sample this dish and that until you find exactly
what you want.
More harm comes to many of us through dating than in any other way.
According to the world, dating is a way for singles to enjoy the comforts
and pleasures of the opposite sex. If marriage is in the picture at all, then
dating is a tryout for a potential partner. The idea is to start living as if
you were married and see how things go. If one isn’t finding fulfillment
in the other person, then you can simply break up and move on. It’s not
much different from finding the right pair of shoes. At least you can have
some fun along the way, or so it goes. The problem is that the heart
doesn’t work that way. The intimacy of romance – both physical and
emotional intimacy – is one that binds two people tightly together. If we
don’t treat our own and others’ hearts carefully, there will be a lot of pain
and bleeding. A broken heart is no small matter, as so many of us know

“ I charge you,
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from experience. This is the cause of untold pain in our world today, and
Christians need to respond to affairs of the heart with respect, with care,
and with the wisdom that God is able to give. (Richard D. Phillips & Sharon L. Phillips, Holding Hands, Holding Hearts).
Not only does this system teach our youth to give themselves emotionally
to someone whom they will never marry, it sets the groundwork for divorce by
cultivating a dissatisfaction for what has been given to them, longing to try
something different or “better”. Contemporary society had fostered this with
the rise of feminism, Hollywood’s romantic expressions of “love”, the accessibility of transportation (cars, trucks, vans), couple-oriented dances, and
the deterioration of the father’s role in both family and culture. In absence of
the father, a peer-directed accountability has taken his place, becoming a self
regulating body. Kind of like the fox guarding the hen house! But the scriptures say, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not
depart from it.”
Courtship is the biblical model we are to follow. The difference between dating and courtship is striking. Where dating is done much earlier, courtship is
done later. Dating usually begins in the mid to late teens, whereas courtship
begins at the time just prior to marriage. Dating is “having fun” with the opposite sex with no strings attached. It allows the teen to “play” grownup and
imbibe in some of the fruits of a committed marriage- with no commitment.
Courtship is an event in which the man seeks for a marriage partner. Dating
is left by and large to the discretion of the teen, whereas courtship has the
oversight of the parents, and more specifically the father.

do not stir up
Until it pleases.”
Song of Solomon 8:4

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Courtship vs. Dating

Pastor J. Lewis

Part Two

The Father's

Role

W

e live in a culture that does
everything it can
to usurp the
divinely appointed
duty of the father.
From Married With
Children’s Al Bundy to
Homer Simpson, the last
20 years has produced a plumb line
of weak, indifferent, and morally listless fathers who have garnered the attention of our youth by bumbling one-liners,
and gutter humor. And what has lead to
the receptivity of such a low class model?
One could argue that it is the feminization
of our culture, or the humanistic ideology of
our schools. Certainly these things have played a
part. I rather think, though, that much of this could
be laid at the doorstep of the Church which has, by
and large, drifted away from her responsibility to reflect
the biblical model of the family. Unfortunately, even in many Reformed families, the role of the father has been too readily abdicated to the more spiritually sensitive mother. Family worship, if remembered at all, is too often lead
by the mother. Likewise, discipline and parental counsel has also fallen to
the one who was designed to be a help meet for the husband. What we have
discovered in the past 40 years is an absentee father is not always absent in
body, just in responsibility. Our Lord anticipates this modern trend when he
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says, “But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and
the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God” (1 Corinthians 11:3). One day when history is rolled up as a scroll and we all stand
before the tribunal of the Triune God, it will be the fathers of our families
who will have to give an account for their actions.
B.M. Palmer & J. W. Alexander in their excellent book, The Family, write,
Under every government, the sovereignty must visit some recognizable
head; there must be a last tribunal beyond which no appeal can lie. In
the supreme sense, this belongs to God alone; but in the Family, which
is constituted under His providence, the dread prerogative of representing His power attaches to the husband and father. He is
delegated as the head of the domestic state, and his authority binds the house together. (p. 33. Sprinkle Publications).
So how does this relate to courtship? Father’s are
to be the covenant head of every relationship in the
home, until such a time as there is a covenantal
transferal to another head. The first giving away
of a woman to a
man is found in
Genesis 2:21-24
and it was done by
covenant transfer.
And the Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he
slept: and he took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh instead thereof;
And the rib, which the Lord God had
taken from man, made he a woman,
and brought her unto the man. And
Adam said, This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of
Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh.
Many would glance by this text and never connect it with something like
courtship. However, if we look closely, and let the Word speak, what we find
here (in principle), is a giving of Eve to Adam, and a cleaving to her by Adam.
For Adam, there was not a multiplicity of women from whom to choose. Some
might say that this subtracts from our point and does not prove it. However,
the omission of a choice of help meet is a strong indication that the LORD
had one woman in mind for Adam, predetermined and foreordained. Secondly notice that right on the heels of this giving was a remarkable addendum.
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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wife: and they shall be one flesh.” Adam had no earthly parents, neither did Eve,
but that did not stop the Holy Spirit from inserting for future generations, the
fact that the son will “leave his father and mother” so that he might “cleave to
his wife”. Leaving here does not simply mean leave the house, but leave the
covenantal oversight of the parents to form a new covenantal entity. There
is no doubt that the LORD had in mind to set a biblical precedent for future
generations. Parents are to be involved! Not on the periphery, but in the
detail. Fathers are the covenant head of the home, and must retain the very
place of headship until the question is answered,

“Who gives this woman to this man?
“Her mother and I.”
The father must be entirely involved in the molding of any relationship that
belongs to his family unit.
Even in the similitude of the Gospel, when we speak of Christ, the great
Husband of the Church, His bride was given to him by the Father (John 10:29;
John 17:6, John 17:9, John 17:23).
The reverse is also true. A daughter is under the covenantal headship of
her father until such a time as she is given to another. Deuteronomy 7 says,
“Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give
unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son.”
Keep in mind, this is not an advocacy for arranged marriages, but a promotion of covenantal involvement on the part of the parents, and specifically
the father. This is the God-ordained way of creating the marriage bond.
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Part Three

Godly
Beauty
& Christ-like Attraction

Much of what you read here comes from the thoughts of my wife Catherine, and from
her extensive reading on the subject of modesty.

dating vs. courtship

Pastor Jerrold & Catherine Lewis

B

efore we can begin discussing the idea of
Courtship in earnest, we need to cover a
few sociological barriers first. Cosmetic
to be sure, but necessary nonetheless.
There was a time when the women of the
Church were very modest in what they
wore. You could almost always spot a
Christian woman by her discretion in
attire. But having been in dozens of
Reformed Churches over the past
several years, I have come to realize that the attire of our next generation of mothers is far closer
to the world than the Scriptures. You might ask,
“What does this have
to do with Courtship?”
Everything. The kind of
man a Christian woman will attract will be
directly proportionate to the signals a
woman sends prior
to courtship. Can
what a woman
wears send the
wrong message
and attract the
wrong kind of
man? Absowww.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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lutely! And I firmly believe that most of our Reformed young
ladies have no idea what they are doing to the hormones of
a man in what they wear. Did you know that your clothing
or (lack of clothing) could be causing a man to sin? To illustrate this lets turn to one of the most famous passages in all
the Bible that speaks to the subject of lust, 2 Samuel 11.

“And it came to pass
in an eveningtide,
that David arose from off his bed,
and walked upon the roof
of the king’s house: and from the roof
he saw a woman
washing herself;
and the woman was
very beautiful to look upon.”
II Samuel 11:2
We often think of David’s sin in this passage but
never pause and think if Bathsheba had any part to
play in this fiasco. Now it is true, that
comparatively David’s sin was
far greater than Bathsheba’s.
His list of sins was lengthy
and potent including an
abuse of power, lust, adultery, lying, and finally murder. Bathsheba’s sin, some
would say (if anything), was
being at the wrong place at
the wrong time with the wrong
man looking. But is there more
here than meets the eye? Think
for a moment. Why was this woman
bathing on the roof in clear sight of the
king’s window? Remember, it was not the case
in Israel at that time that women bathed outside.
Bathing was done inside as an act of discretion (much like
today). David did not wake up every morning to a whole host of
roof-top bathers! This was a strange thing indeed, and many believe that Bathsheba was in fact doing this on purpose. So then Bathsheba’s little sin was the
cause of David’s great sin(s). So it is, when a young woman wears low-riding
jeans, or low-cut tops, or tight fitting clothing that uncovers or exposes what
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should be otherwise covered.
It is my belief, that too many young ladies are displaying to every man they come across, what ought
only to be for the eyes of her husband (present or future). And the kind of man you will attract by wearing revealing clothing will not be the kind of man that
will lead the home in family worship, pray with you,
or be a spiritual leader to your children. He will be a
man who is attracted to you in a physical way first,
because of what you have given him a sneak peak at
before marriage. This is not the kind of man you want
to court!
Listen to what George Abbott, an old writer on Courtship has to say about clothing some 120 years ago and
see if men have changed in a century,
Another mistake ladies make is, they believe that
foolish fellows, who flatter them about their beauty
and fine appearance are really sincere, and mean
what they say; while the truth is, that they in heart
despise and ridicule them; or, if they feel any of
the fondness they profess, it is but a low, selfish
passion, to which they will not hesitate to sacrifice their pretty, garnished victim... Alas! by these
mistakes thousands are every year brought to ruin
and disgrace; and she who thoughtlessly begins
with the first and simplest of these mistakes, is in
danger of proceeding to the last and grossest.
Ladies, even young Christian men in Reformed & Presbyterian churches will stumble into lust over the clothing you
wear. Why? Because they are fallen sons of Adam just like
every other male. And if you, as a woman are sending out vibes,
that you are not at all concerned to show off parts of your body
that are not for general eyes, you will attract a baser sort of man that
will care very little for your wellbeing, and more for his carnal lusts.
Ladies, if you want to attract a man who will be a spiritual leader, a man
who will be faithful to God, and who desires holiness and purity in marriage, don’t advertise with your body, advertise with your inner beauty. Do
so because a godly man will not want a wife who is not chaste in her clothing.
What do the scripture say regarding clothing and beauty? “ 1Ti 2:9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with braided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array” (See
also 1 Peter 3:3,4 ). This does not mean that a young woman needs to wear
a gunny sack or walk around in bland clothing. There are many ways to look
contemporary, trendy, and at the same time feminine and modest. Clothing itself
is not religious or irreligious, but it does convey a message. What message are
you sending?
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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dating vs. courtship

Pastor J. Lewis

Part four

Christ-like Young Men

P

roverbs is a book of wisdom. It is written in part as a father to children,
and more directly as a father to a son. Proverbs 2:1-5 “My son, if thou wilt
receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; So that thou incline thine
ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 3 Yea, if thou criest after
knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; If thou seekest her as silver, and
searchest for her as for hid treasures; Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord,
and find the knowledge of God.”
There is another proverb I would like to draw your attention to, especially the
young men reading. It is Proverbs 11:22, which says, “As a jewel of gold in a swine’s
snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion.”
The picture being painted for us is one of contrast. Here you have something
very beautiful, a piece of fine jewelry, well-crafted, expensive, and attractive, set
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in the nose of a pig! Not a dove, or a gazelle, but the most disgusting animal in
the Hebrew culture. What is this text saying? It is saying that outward beauty is
of no consequence if it is set within the context of a person who is internally unlovely. The truth of the matter is, some young man reading, will marry a woman
because she is absolutely stunning. Every guy wants to be her husband, but she
has eyes for you. The problem will be, though, that as time goes on, her youthful beauty will fade, (it always does) and you will be married to an unattractive
woman, inside as well as out. You see, outward beauty is comparatively small
in this text in the nose of a pig. So, outward beauty is comparatively small when
compared to the whole person.
Young men, you do not want to court or marry a woman for her looks alone.
A woman who dresses inappropriately before marriage will likely do so after. Do
not let lust dictate who you will marry, but a godly inner beauty.

“Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness ,
faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord
out of a pure heart ” (2 Tim. 2:22.).

And once you have found a woman to court, she is not to be treated as a sexual object. Society today teaches us that women are objects of pleasure rather
than made in the image of God. It is not appropriate to touch her, petting, or
kissing until marriage. Some of you right now are saying, “Whatever! We can’t
be expected to not do that, it is impossible.” Young men, it is not acceptable to
touch another man’s wife after marriage. That would be considered adultery.
In the same way, it is not acceptable to touch another man’s wife before marriage, that is fornication. We believe in God’s sovereignty, predestination, and
providence, don’t we? Then until you say “I do” you could very well be touching,
petting, and kissing another man’s wife. Who are you to open up another man’s
gift? Ladies, you do not want to be with a man who desires physical intimacy
before marriage. It is not lawful and he is a predator, no matter how handsome
he is or how much he says he loves you. If you want a godly man, a man who
will lead your home in the paths of Christ, never court a man who would desire
to touch you sexually before marriage. And if you ever hear the moronic line, “If
you love me you will let me”, come out of his mouth, run to your father or elder
as fast as you can and let them deal with the leach.
1 Corinthians 7:1&2 “Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is
good for a man not to touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man
have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband.” To touch a woman
in an sexual way, before marriage is fornication, Paul is saying. Men are to be
respecters of women. To see them for who they are as created in God’s image.
To see them as beautiful, intelligent, and pure sisters in the Lord. And women
are to display the inner beauty, being modest, godly, looking for a man who
will be faithful to the Lord, and lead her family in the ways of Christ.
May the Lord give you strength to follow Him in your relationships. May he also direct each one to the person of His choice,
and may we have a future generation of godly marriage.
Rev. Lewis is pastor of the Free Reformed Church, in Lacombe, AB.,
where he lives with his wife Catharine and their eight children.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Rachel Van Rhee

Blue Bronna

Wilderness Camp

A

nother year passed by so quickly,
and here we are again traveling towards the beautiful mountains, to
our destination… Blue Bronna Wilderness Camp!!! As a third year camper,
every year is but another adventure.
What kind of games there are going
to be, what the weather is going to do,
if you get the same horse as last year
etc.
This year there was quite a group from
British Columbia and from Alberta that
did not know each other, so the camp
leaders planned a game for us all to
get to know each other in a hurry. All
campers stood in a huddled group and
on the count of three we all had to walk
around saying, “mingle mingle, mingle”.
The leader would say stop and a camp
leader would ask a question, if this question pertained to you, you had to go and
find other campers with the same answer
to that question and so on.
After a couple rounds, the groups that
formed (usually four or five) were going
to be “groups” for the week. From here
on each group had to think of a team name,
such as the “brown paper packages team”
or the “Mr. Clean Team”. Each team would
have different tasks for the week including
doing the dishes, feeding the horses, and
best of all cleaning the BATHROOMS! Everyone cringed at this thought, except the
girls of course! We had flush toilets and
running water, so cleaning these would
not be very bad, but the boys, on the other
hand, had outhouses! As you can probably guess, if there were girls and boys tofall2008youth messenger

gether in a group and they had the duty of
cleaning the outhouses, the boys cheerfully
agreed to do it. NO - that is wrong; they
were demanded by the girls to clean them
because we would not touch them! One
exciting part of this task was seeing Rev.
Moerdyk with a mop and pail mopping the
outhouse floor! Truly a sight to be seen!
In addition to these fun tasks, we went
horseback riding, canoeing, hiking, played
many fun games, but most of all sat around
the campfire early in the morning and after
supper talking about how gracious our dear
Heavenly Father is to us.
Rev. Moerdyk and student Bergsma led us
each day with topics. Things we talked about
were: Why should we do God’s will? How to
receive eternal life (Mark 3:35). In addition,
that God always gives us enough to get to the next step,
He in is His Grace will never leave us nor forsake us.
The fourth Topic was about questions that young people have. Such as whom shall I marry? Marry who you
want to marry? In the Bible Paul says, do not be unequally yoked, God will not bless a marriage where
the couples are unequally yoked. Another point that
was clarified was prayer with such matters should
not be neglected. Prayer and longing for the Lord’s
help will always profit one. The Lord will never turn
a deaf ear towards His children. Will this marriage
be spiritually profitable (2 Corinthians 6)?
God’s purpose for marriage is for one to have a
helpmeet, a companion. God was the helpmeet
for Israel, which is a glorifying role, so let us be
the helpmeet to our companion. God has one plan for our lives, and
one only that will glorify and praise Him. Take a leap of faith, but as a leap in
knowledge, not in darkness.
The last topic was about Jesus being the keystone, the stone that holds the
arch together. Without Him, nothing will hold together. We are called to try to
be like Jesus. The question must be asked, “What would Jesus do?” The only
source for questions and answers can be found in the Word of God.
Friday was the last morning at camp. Starting a workweek again, we were
challenged with a new vision on how to try to be a “keystone” in God’s kingdom.
Let us all look unto the only Lord and Saviour for answers to our questions, for
help in time of need. That we CAN be a God given helpmeet for someone one
day, or even BE a God given helpmeet to our companions today.
Rachel Van Rhee is a member of Bethel Free Reformed Church in Monarch, AB, and
is currently an activities coordinator at Piyami Lodge in Picture Butte, AB, and will be
continuing her studies for nurse in January 2009, DV.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Flee Youthful Lusts:

the Focus of FRC Camp 2008

I

n the weeks heading up to the long weekend, most of us led our busy summer
lives. For myself, I didn’t think all that much about camp in the days and weeks
before. I had my job every day, and a short period spent in Muskoka with beautiful weather assisted with my ignorance. But as the long weekend progressed I
began to realize this was my favorite time of the year. It all began on
Friday evening, August 1, 2008. After signing
in and attaching a cheesy little ‘Hello my name
is...’ tag to their shirts or hats, the campers
and counselors began milling around talking to each other. As the saying goes an event
can only be as enjoyable as you make it, and
this year the campers quickly began mingling,
meeting new people, getting to know the counselors, and wandering around the grounds.
At the blast of Kim Hamstra’s piercing whistle
the group sauntered over to ‘Pierce Hall’ to meet
Pastor Beerman and hear his first speech entitled ‘Flee Youthful Lusts.’ He discussed
how our bodies belong to Christ and
should not be given to fornication. Our
bodies belong to Christ, it is a temple
of the Holy Spirit, we are bought with a
price, now glorify God with your body
and spirit which are God’s.
After enjoying some snacks prepared
by a group from Word and Deed, the
campers took their seats and waited
to be called into their groups. Pink
seemed to be the best team color of
the year, either that or the store ran
out of fabric colors. There was team
hot pink, baby pink, fuschia pink, etc.
Each team then dressed up two of
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their own in toilet paper, which, obviously
or not, was supposed to look like wedding
attire for a bride and groom. Then each
team shouted out their particular cheers,
made up in a desperate brainstorm after
realizing, as did my group, that we only
had two minutes before we were to present. After all the insanity had ceased, and
Maria stopped trying to tell everyone that
she was mellow this year, the campers hung around the campfire with wire
hangers, and plastic cups passing huge
bags of chips around and around. Breakfast was called at 8:00 on Saturday
morning.

Afterwards the Amazing
Race began! The Amazing Race was prepared
by the Branford Young
Peoples and consisted of
all the teams beginning
at a specific station and
completing an activity - such as filling up
a bucket with water by
filling a cup and passing it down down the
line of team members
- and then running
to the next station to
complete that activity.
The activities varied from making lemonade
to a three legged race. The first group to complete all the activities and hand in all the objects
and information they were supposed to find was
the winner. The event lasted for about an hour
and a half. Everyone then spread out to various
activities such as volleyball or soccer, and just enjoyed the day. Lunch was at 12:00. Swimming and
other activities ensued.
At 1:15 workshops prepared by Lisa VanDyk,
and James VanWyk (and no, they are not related
- notice the ‘D’ changes to a ‘W’ in each of the
names) on beauty and male sexuality for the girls
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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and guys respectively. The girls learned about the problems with the postmodern
ideals of beauty as compared to the biblical principles. The guys learned about
the distorted view of sex that the world has defined as normal, the defining of
women as objects, marriage problems etc. that are all caused by this twisted
view. This was contrasted to the proper view of sex and love that the Bible gives
and methods of overcoming temptation and bad habits were discussed.
Many of the campers I spoke with found these talks to be very helpful, and
said having topical workshops like this were an excellent idea. The false ideas of
the world are strong and we need to be armed to combat those that threaten to
infiltrate even the ranks of God’s people.
After supper, and a bit of free time everyone went to listen to the second of
Pastor Beerman’s speeches, ‘Guilt and/or Conviction.’ He turned to the example
of Joseph from Genesis 39 where Joseph is tempted by Potiphar’s wife. Beerman
focused on the three - pronged method of Joseph’s defense against the temptation - my master trusts me, my master has let me have anything I want except
you, and it is sin against God. Beerman told us to have an argument ready against
the devil, not to be caught unaware or we will be overcome by our own weakness.
He then spoke of the importance of being in the Word of God every day and making it part of our lifestyle. When well prepared, we can flee temptation.
Everyone was then sent to bed early, as the next day was Sunday. However, the
curfew didn’t have effect on some it would seem.
Ten minutes after the evening devotions had been completed in the cabins that
almost all the campers flooded into the open area wielding pillows and mattresses. Guys hid in front of the girls cabin and waited for them to come out to surprise them. The girls heard them and evacuated out of the rear door and ended
up surprising the guys instead. A massive battle ensued while certain threatened
individuals stood atop tables in an attempt to escape the skirmish. Eventually,
after much bashing and smothering, all went to bed.
Next morning, after breakfast - and some extra coffee
to help with the headaches from the war of the night
before - all went to Pierce Hall again for the morning service, Pastor Pronk officiating. He spoke on the
subject of King Agrippa and ‘Almost Persuaded’ as
a warning to those who think they are safe in their
position in life. After coffee, we broke into groups to
discuss the sermon and the
issues that it raised.
Lunch followed and after
a time of napping and relaxation we returned to the
hall for a second service
with Pastor Koopman. The
Scripture verse was Luke
22:31. Pastor Koopman
discussed the wiles of the
devil and how Satan attempts to sift God’s people
like wheat. He talked about
pride that assists Satan in
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this, as well as the hope that we have in Christ’s intercession.
After supper, guests began arriving for the third speech
by Pastor Beerman, titled ‘Follow After Righteousness.’
He spoke of Godly sorrow, and how it works repentance
to salvation according to 2 Corinthians 7:10. Snacks followed as the guests and campers mingled. The speech
was preceded by a presentation of the choir directed by
Valerie DeJong accompanied by a small brass band. Also,
Mr. Hamstra lead his Russian East Orthodox Monks Choir
in singing a rousing rendition of ‘Roscoe Roscoe.’
Shortly after midnight, once all the guests had gone, the
activities for the night started. The groups had been preparing for this all weekend, we were to make a skit, based
on objects we were given, according to a country. Egypt,
Scotland, England, and Japan were some of these, and the skits included an
the first prize Egyptian Museum Dutch Dating scene on the Dutch Channel, as
well as ‘Are You Smarter than a British fifth Grader?’, ‘Japanese Talent Show’, the
Environmental something-or-other monster (it had a long name), among others.
After lots of laughs and fun some headed to bed and some to the campfire. A
good number of people braved an all-nighter and could be seen stumbling around
or lying on logs around the fire pit at later in the morning when the ‘sleepers’
woke to take showers or get ready for breakfast.
After breakfast and cleanup it was time to leave. Email addresses, Facebook
accounts, and MSN names were exchanged and people began talking of next
year. Just a few suggestions - get rid of the ‘Hello My Name is ...’ tags - it takes
away from the fun of trying to remember peoples names. Everyone should bring
running shoes or cleats for soccer, none of this bare foot stuff. Note to self, remember baseball glove next year, and stop losing the team colors. Mr. DeKort,
bring a couple extra happy chairs next year. Oh and Mike Zwiep, that Holland
shirt should be orange, not yellow!
If you have never gone to camp, I would strongly encourage you to come. Also,
I have always said that it is the presence of the older young people who make a
camp weekend into a great camp weekend. You’re over twenty and think you’re
too old - think again, we had a good number in the 20+ age group, and they
were the life of the camp, in my opinion.
Finally, a special thanks to the Word and Deed team who supplied the food for
the weekend. Also, thanks to Kim and Jan Hamstra and the Camp Committee who
spent so much time preparing this great weekend. Thanks goes to Pastor Beerman for his insightful and invigorating speeches, as well as to the Camp Pastors
Pronk and Koopman.
For myself I can say this has been one of the best Camp Weekends of my four
year experience. I have learned a lot at Camp, and enjoyed meeting other Christians from Southern Ontario and beyond who have the same love of Christ and
strive to glorify him in all things. To God be all the glory!
Colin Postma is in his second year at McMaster University in Hamilton, ON, where
he is studying Political Science and History. He is also a member of Grace Free Reformed Church, in Brantford, ON.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Diana Kleyn

Obstacles
C

hildren, do you know what an obstacle course is? It is a game in which you must
run along a marked path. On this path you encounter obstacles, things placed in
your way to slow you down or even prevent you from finishing. Some obstacles
might be fences, large rocks, walls, ditches filled with water, or anything that can get in your way. When it is only a game, it is fun,
but obstacles on the way of salvation can mean life or death.
Perhaps some of you have been reading The Pilgrim’s
Progress by John Bunyan, the book we talked about in the
last issue. In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the pilgrim, Christian,
becomes aware of the great burden on his back. He must
leave the City of Destruction, for he is not safe there! John
Bunyan used this story to describe the lives of Christians
on the road of salvation, and the challenges, trials, and
joys they face. Did you notice that before Christian even
takes a step outside the City of Destruction, he meets
with obstacles? Let’s look at them together.
The first obstacle was placed in his way by his
own family. Christian read in the Book that their
city would be destroyed. Instead of believing
him, Christian’s wife and children thought
he was just really tired and that a good
night’s rest would make him feel better. When that did not help, they tried
different tactics to get him to forget
his fears. They ignored him; they
laughed at him; they became angry; but nothing could remove
Christian’s burden. His family and friends saw no danger
in their city: the sun rose and
set as usual, children played
happily, everyone went
about their daily duties. Where was the
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danger? This is what happens when the Holy Spirit begins to work in a sinner’s
heart. He realizes his danger: we are all conceived and born in sin (Psalm 51) so we
cannot stand before a holy and righteous God. We need to be washed clean in the
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. The awakened sinner cannot rest until he finds safety
in Jesus. So it was with Christian, but his wife and children did not see their danger.
Because they saw no reason to leave the City of Destruction, they assumed Christian
was imagining things.
Have you encountered this kind of obstacle, young pilgrim? Has the Holy Spirit
opened your eyes to your danger? When you began to pray and seek the Lord, did
you come across obstacles like these? Did friends or even family try to distract you, or
tell you that you were being too serious for a child your age? Did they ignore you, or
tell you that you need to just enjoy life and not worry about sin and death? These are
obstacles in your path to Jesus. Do what Christian did. He prayed more and
read more often in his Book. Then Evangelist met him and told him what
to do. He pointed Christian to the Wicket Gate. The Lord will most
certainly direct you in the right path if you ask Him for wisdom.
Christian faced other kinds of obstacles. As he was leaving
the City of Destruction, his friends and family sent two men
to bring him back. Their names were Obstinate (meaning “stubborn”) and Pliable (meaning “easily persuaded
or changeable”). They urged him to turn around and go
back, but when Christian refused, Obstinate gave up and
returned to the City of Destruction, while Pliable decided to
go with Christian. He was interested in the journey, eager
to see the beautiful Celestial City. However, Pliable quickly
changed his mind when he realized that the way was not
easy. They both fell into the Slough of Despond, a muddy
swamp. Angrily, Pliable climbed out and left Christian to
struggle on his own. But poor Christian could not get out
because of the great burden on his back.
Have you met people like Obstinate
and Pliable? Obstinate is someone who
refuses to leave the world. He has no use
for the Bible or seeking Jesus. Pliable, on
the other hand, is a friendlier person. He
is willing to listen to Christian and asks
many questions. He is willing to be religious as long as it does not cause him
any trouble. Have you met people like
this? Or, worse, are you such a person
yourself? You are not like Obstinate,
to be sure, but what about Pliable?
You are willing to go to church, attend Bible studies, and pray, but if
you are asked to choose between
God and sin, do you become angry
and annoyed? Is it a difficult choice to
make? Is it your greatest wish to honour
God and to please Him? Is it your greatwww.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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est fear to grieve Him? Pliable had no such wishes or fears, and so, tragically, he
returned to the City of Destruction.
Dear children, where are you on the road of life? Are you still in the City of Destruction? Remember the message Evangelist gave to Christian: “Flee from the wrath
to come!” Has the Holy Spirit awakened your conscience and spoken to your heart?
Has He opened your eyes to your great danger? Are you still in the City of Destruction or have you begun to flee? Have you encountered obstacles? Who are your
friends? What are your habits? Do you pray and seek the Lord? Do you study God’s
Word? Do you listen when you are instructed in the way of life?
Perhaps you are afraid that you might be just like Pliable. Have you set out once
— or even more — and then turned back to your old ways? God is very patient and
full of compassion; there is still time to repent and flee from the City of Destruction.
As long as the Lord calls and warns us, there is time to flee. Christian ran, putting his
fingers in his ears so that he would not be influenced by his friends and family.
Dear children, listen only to God and find instruction in His Word. The Lord will
never lead you incorrectly; He will never deceive you. Do not give in to the obstacles.
It is very difficult to keep going on the path of life when it seems as if everyone is telling you that you are making a big mistake and that you are taking things
too seriously. Christian felt alone, too, and when he finally seemed to
have a friend, the friend deserted him when he was in trouble. But
the Lord is faithful, all-knowing, all-seeing, all powerful, full of
compassion, always ready to help His pilgrims.
But God’s patience will not last forever. One day, the end will
come, and judgment will come to the City of Destruction. Then it
will be too late to flee. The citizens will realize that Christian was right
but it will be too late. You have the Book that Christian had; you also
have Evangelist telling you every Sunday that there is life and safety in the Lord
Jesus Christ. You have the same message that Evangelist gave to Christian: “Flee
from the wrath to come!” Be wise and heed the warnings! Cling to the Lord and
beg for His mercy. He is sure to hear and answer you. “Blessed are they that do
his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter
through the gates into the city” (Revelation 22:14).
Diana Kleyn is the author of
numerous books for children and
a member of the Heritage
Reformed Congregation
of Grand Rapids, MI.
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What a
Friend we
have in

Jesus

What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer!
`
`
`
`
`
`
`
`

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our Refuge
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.				
Joseph Scriven (1819-1886)
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The Tender Love a Father Has
		
The tender love a father has
		
For all his children dear,
		
Such love the Lord bestows on them
		
Who worship Him in fear.
The Lord remembers we are dust,
And all our frailty knows;
Man’s days are like the tender grass,
And as the flow’r he grows.
			
The flow’r is withered by the wind
			
That smites with blighting breath;
			
So man is quickly swept away
			
Before the blast of death.
Unchanging is the love of God,
From age to age the same,
Displayed to all who do His will
And reverence His Name.
Those who His gracious covenant keep
The Lord will ever bless;
Their children’s children shall rejoice
To see His righteousness.
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(Psalm 103-Psalter 278)
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