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Social
Justice?

guest Editorial

What is

S

ocial justice. Perhaps you have encountered this term in a bookstore, on
the Christian radio or even in conversation with a friend. It is a term that
seems to be sweeping through the Western “church culture.” Yet, for all the
prevalence of this keyword, it is possible that you are unsure of what is meant
by this term. The term social justice refers to the fact that there are injustices,
such as poverty and sickness, in the world and that Christians are responsible,
through the power of Christ’s love, for correcting the injustices that they see
around them. Perhaps that mandate makes you feel overwhelmed. How can the
injustices that are so prevalent in our culture be corrected by a few Christians?
Ultimately, enacting social justice is showing the love of Christ to others. In this
issue of the Youth Messenger, we will explore the meaning and implications of
this term as it relates to us.

What does the Bible say about social justice?
The social justice movement, as it relates to the church, is about adopting the
Christ-like attitude of love for all people. To a large degree, how the world sees
Christianity today is reflected in the actions of the modern church. In the Old
Testament, God’s revelation of His character was reflected through the nation of
Israel. Throughout the Bible, the Lord demonstrates His hatred for injustice and
His desire for fair treatment. For example, the Lord declares His displeasure with
Israel in Amos, Chap. 5. He states, “For I know your manifold transgressions and
your sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor
in the gate from their right” (5:12). Note, that the sins of Israel, God’s chosen
people, include the affliction of the poor. Later in the chapter, the Lord declares
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to Israel, “I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell your solemn assemblies. Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not
accept them…But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness
as a mighty stream” (Amos 5:21-22, 24). The Lord will not accept
the offerings of the people as long as they continue to ignore
the plight of the poor and downtrodden, but He commands them to return to justice and righteousness.
The idea of seeking and serving the Lord is contrasted with the idea of following selfish motives
and mistreating the poor. It is only through
turning back to justice that the Lord will hear
the cry of His people. In Isaiah, the people
of Israel are compared to a disappointing
vineyard: “For the vineyard of the LORD
of hosts is the house of Israel, and
the men of Judah his pleasant plant:
and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness,
but behold a cry” (Isaiah 5:7). The
people of Israel are an example for
the church today. Because the Lord
is unchanging, we know that He still
desires His people to seek justice
rather than oppression and that His
wrath will be kindled if He finds His
people misrepresenting Him by allowing unfairness.
Israel had to answer for their injustices and the church today must also answer for the injustice that it does not address. This is true for the church as a group,
but also for individuals.
Jesus modeled a very specific example of how
to love and very specific instructions to His followers regarding the distribution of wealth and the treatment of society’s ‘outcasts’. Jesus ate with tax collectors
and known sinners, touched lepers with compassionate and
healing hands and also allowed Himself to be crucified as punishment for sins He did not commit. His actions demonstrated immense love. He also had very strong warnings for the
rich. Consider the rich young ruler who asked Jesus what he
lacked. Jesus replied:

“ If thou wilt be perfect,
go and sell that thou hast and
give to the poor , and thou shall
have treasure in heaven :
and come and follow me” Matt. 19:21
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When the rich young ruler walks away because the price seems too great, Jesus
lets him go. The cost of following Jesus may be immense, but His ways are infinitely more rewarding than our own ways. He is both the example
of how to love and the reason why we ought to love.
Those who follow Christ are commanded by Him to
show love in a very practical way for the “least of
these” (Matt. 25:45). In this passage, Jesus states
that the righteous are those who feed the
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, take in the
stranger, clothe the naked, visit the sick
and the incarcerated. There are three
groups that need the kind of justice
that Jesus exemplifies: the orphans
and widows, strangers, and enemies. Obviously we are also called
to also show justice in our own
close circles, but it is usually
easier to demonstrate selfless
love for our families and immediate friends. Unfortunately it is
pretty easy to forget about the
fatherless, not know about the
stranger’s plight and not care
about the enemy at all (maybe
even to be secretly happy if the
enemy seems to be suffering).
Reading through the accounts
of the actions of the early church
gives a compelling sense of how
love and justice was demonstrated.
In his third epistle, John writes “Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever
thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers; which have borne witness of thy charity
before the church” (3 John: 5&6a).
John also speaks about the responsibilities that
Christians have regarding material wealth. He says,

But whoso hath this world’s good,
and seeth his brother in need ,
and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how dwelleth
the love of God in him? 1 John 4: 17

“

Also, James says: “If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute
of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye
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warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not these things which
are needful to the body; what does it profit?” (James 2:15-16). To be a
Christian is to be called to show love in a practical way. This requires,
through the power of the Lord, a putting off of the old selfish nature and
a putting on of a new selfless, Christ-like nature. Paul says: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Gal.
2:20). The world should be able to see Christ through the actions of Christians and the church.

Social Justice is counter-cultural.
You may be thinking: “I do not promote injustice.” My guess is that many
of us do not actively promote the oppression of less fortunate people. However, we live in a culture of the [North] American dream. Woven into the
very social structure of our society is the idea that if you work hard enough
you can achieve wealth (which is promoted as the ultimate goal of life).
By its very nature, the American dream causes us to work selfishly for our
own good. Materialism and consumerism are the diseases of “Western”
society. Often, this consumerism leads to the mistreatment of labourers
in other countries as well as feelings of inferiority or the mass accumulation of debt for those in Western societies who try to achieve the “dream.”
Throughout history, God’s people have been called to actively work against
the societal norms of their times. Today it seems that the Christian church
in North America has become very complacent with the lifestyle of the
North American dream. As members of the church, on an individual and
communal level, we must ask, are we adhering to or resisting the societal
norms? Perhaps it is time that we examine our own thoughts and motives
and ask the question: If the poor shall inherit the earth, why are we working
so hard to become rich?

A word of caution:
The social justice movement is meant to inspire Christians to act with love
and the best interests of others. However, whenever a “movement” begins
to become the “norm” for how to do things, there is a danger that the normalization will cause the actual goals of the movement to be missed. The
recent efforts of society to “go green” demonstrate that it is very popular to
care about the poor and to try to “live with less.” We must be careful that
our efforts to promote social justice do not become a new type of legalism.
There is no competition to see how much you can give or live without in comparison to your neighbour. Remember
that those who do their works before men
have their earthly rewards. If you have an
attitude of trying to do good to please
men, you are missing the point. The
Lord discerns the thoughts and motives of your heart.

Ordinary Radicals
So how do we practically live
6
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“If a brother or sister
be naked, and destitute of daily food,
and one of you say unto them,

Depart in peace,

be ye warmed
and filled;
notwithstanding
ye give them not
these things which
are needful
to the body;
what does it profit?”
James 2:15-16)
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out the ideal of social justice?
In his book “The Irresistible
Revolution,” Shane Claiborne
explains his journey and conscious choice to live a much
more simple life than the
accepted norms. He makes
this statement: “I learned a
powerful lesson: We can
admire and worship Jesus without doing what
He did. We can applaud
what he preached and
stood for without caring about the same
things. We can adore
His cross without taking
up ours. I had come to see
that the great tragedy in the church is not that rich
Christians do not care about the poor but that the
rich Christians do not know the poor” (Claiborne, 113). Claiborne has learned to find the
poor and show them love. But you
do not need to travel in
order to find the
poor around you.
There are many ways
for people to be poor. Find
those who are poor and need your
extra material possessions, but also
find those who are suffering from loneliness and simply need your listening
ear and your time.
The mandate of social justice does not have to be daunting. You can live an
ordinary life with a radical love. Follow Christ’s example. Just start by finding
one person in need and loving them well. If you choose one person to come
along side of, you may find that social issues come out of that relationship. As
John says: “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18). The kind words and actions of a Christian can
change a life.
*Claiborne, Shane. The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical.
Zondervan, Grand Rapids: 2006.
Marianne deJong is a member of the Vineland Free Reformed Church. She has a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and History from Redeemer University College and a
Master’s of Science in Education from Niagara University. She currently resides in Norwich and teaches grade seven at Oxford Reformed Christian School in Springford, ON.
Marianne also serves on the Youth Messenger Committee.
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Sheep
& Goats

in
Court

BIBLE STUDY

Pastor J. Schoeman

Matt 25: 31-46

H

ave you ever wondered what it will be like on the Day of Judgment? Who
will be there? What will take place?
The disciples of Jesus wondered the same thing. Jesus and the disciples were in Jerusalem. Within a few days they would celebrate the Passover. This would be their last Passover together. Within a few days Jesus
would be led away to be crucified. Perhaps sensing that the time was near,
the disciples invited Jesus to accompany them on a tour of the temple which
was nearing completion. The disciples were quite impressed with the temple
– and for good reason. It was a magnificent building – one of the finest in
the world. But before they could begin their tour, Jesus told them something
shocking: the day was coming when every single stone of the temple would
be cast down. This magnificent temple of which the disciples were so proud
and took such delight in, would be completely and utterly destroyed.
From Jerusalem, Jesus and the disciples made their way to the Mount of
Olives. As they did, the disciples were troubled. They knew that one day the
Lord Jesus would return and that when He did, the entire world would be destroyed – including the temple. Is this what He was referring to? If so, when
would this take place? How would they know when to expect Him? What
will it be like on the Day of Judgment?
We have a record of Jesus’ answer in Matt. 24 and 25. In Matt. 24, Jesus
revealed to His disciples some of the signs of His coming. He told them that
there would be wars and rumours of wars, there would be persecution, the
gospel would be preached throughout the world, there would be false prophets, the antichrist would appear, the sun will be darkened and the stars of
would fall out of the sky. Then, in Matt. 25 He told them three parables to
describe what the Day of Judgment will be like: the parable of the wise and
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foolish virgins (25: 1-13), the parable of the talents (25: 14-30) and the
parable of the sheep and the goats (25: 31-46).
Of these three parables, the last (the parable of the sheep and goats)
is perhaps the most vivid - and controversial. In this parable, Jesus is
seated on a throne – a throne of judgment. Standing before him are all
the nations of the world. When every last person has been assembled,
Jesus, as Judge, proceeds to divide them into two groups as a shepherd
divides the sheep from the goats: the sheep He puts on His right hand
and the goats on His left. The sheep are the elect; the ones whom
God has ordained to everlasting life. The goats are the reprobate;
the ones whom God has passed over.
Following this, the Lord Jesus speaks. He speaks first to the sheep.
He says to them: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world”. Jesus here
invites the sheep to come into His kingdom. On what grounds?
He tells us in verses 35-36: “For I was an hungered, and ye gave
me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger,
and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye
visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.”
Hearing this, the sheep are stunned. They ask
(verses 37-39):

“ Lord ,
when saw
we thee an
hungered, and fed thee?
or thirsty, and gave thee drink?
When saw we thee a stranger,
and took thee in?
or naked, and clothed thee?
Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and
came unto thee? ”
In reply, Jesus answers: “Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it

unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”
10
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Jesus here gives expression to one of the most
wonderful doctrines of the Christian faith: the
doctrine of union with Christ. According to this
doctrine, when a sinner believes on the Lord Jesus Christ and trusts in His atoning sacrifice on
the cross as the only hope and ground of His
salvation, he becomes a member of His body.
He becomes, as it were, bone of His bone and
flesh of His flesh.
This has profound implications for the salvation of the believer. It means that whatever Christ did to make satisfaction for sin,
the believer did in Him. But it also has
profound implications for how we treat
one another. If we do something good
to another believer, we do something good to Christ. Conversely, if
we do something bad to another
believer, we do something bad
to Christ. That means (as Jesus
says), if a believer is hungry
and we give him something to
eat, we give Christ something
to eat as well. If a believer is
thirsty and we give him something to drink, we give Christ
something to drink as well. If
a believer has no place to stay
and we show him hospitality,
we show Christ hospitality
as well. If a believer has
no clothes and we give
him clothes, we give
Christ clothes as
well. If a believer is sick and
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we visit him, we visit Christ as well. If a believer is in prison and we help him,
we help Christ as well. Whatever we do to another believer we do to Christ.
Some (e.g. proponents of liberation theology and the social gospel) have
taken these verses to mean that the believer’s task in this world is to fight social injustice, poverty and inequality. But that is not at all what Jesus is talking
about. He is talking about what makes a sheep a sheep. He is saying that because they have a new nature, sheep care about each other. When one sheep is
hurting or in distress, they do what they can to help him – not to earn anything
by it, but out of love for the sheep and for the shepherd.
The goats are not like that. The goats care only about themselves. This is
what distinguishes the sheep from the goats.
What about you? Are you a sheep or a goat? If you are sheep, you will be
someone who cares about other sheep. That means when you know that another sheep is suffering, you will try to do something about it. You may do this
personally or through organizations like Come Over and Help, Word and Deed
and the Cornerstone Bible Institute. You will give of your
time to these organizations and
support them both prayerfully and financially. But if you are a goat, you will do
none of these things. You will live for yourself
and you own pleasure.
Which describes you? By nature all of us are goats.
That is how we are conceived and born. But the Lord
is able to make us into sheep if we ask Him. Will
you do that? Then the Lord will say to you – as He
will say to all of His sheep: “Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world.” But
to the goats He will say: “Depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels.” What
will He say to you?

Rev. Schoeman is
pastor of the Bethel
Free Reformed Church
in Monarch, AB.
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What is
the Reformed view of

social justice?

ANWERING YOUR QUESTION

Dr. L.W. Bilkes

S

ocial justice is talked about a lot in our society. Since the Bible also
speaks about justice, some people might think everything our government or churches or various agencies are saying about social justice is
therefore in line with the Bible. This is not the case. When some speak about
social justice, their thinking has been influenced by the Social Gospel, which
was very prominent a good century ago. They may be influenced by socialism or liberalism, both of which are non-biblical.
There is, however, a Reformed view of social justice as well. Just because
liberals and socialists talk a lot about social justice, doesn’t mean that the
Bible does not have a concept of social justice. The following lines of thought
are part of a biblical concept of social justice.
As a God of justice and righteousness, God has indicated four fundamental human rights in the Ten Commandments. He has given each person a
right to life, a right to home, a right to his property, and a right to a truthful
reputation. These are not inalienable rights in
the sense that one can never do anything
to forfeit these rights. The Bible makes
that clear. If you kill someone else, your
own life is not necessarily protected. If
you do something wrong, your reputation may suffer, and so on.
However, these rights
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mean that no one should take these away from you without warrant that God
gives elsewhere in his Bible.
Justice demands exact compensation for the violation of these rights. See Leviticus 24:17, 18, 19, 22: “...He that killeth any man shall surely be put to death.
And he that killeth a beast shall make it good; beast for beast. And if a man
cause a blemish in his neighbour; as he has done, so shall it be done to him
again ... Ye shall have one manner of law, as well for the stranger, as for one of
your own country; for I am the LORD your God.”
Justice in the Bible also means to do good to the truly needy. In Jeremiah 21:12
the prophet says: “Administer justice every morning, rescue from the hand the
oppressor the one who has been robbed, or My wrath will break out and burn
like fire, because of the evil you have done.” Proverbs 24:11&12: “If thou forbear
to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain;
If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart
consider it? And he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? And shall not he
render to every man according to his works?” This does not mean that we violate
other people’s fundamental rights (as given in the Ten Commandments) in order
to good to the needy. Socialism, for example, overtaxes the rich in order to give
to the poor, which in turn fosters systems and dynamics that do not truly help
the needy. However, a Christian, who is moved by the biblical command to care
for the poor and needy, will seek in his life and through his means to help the
poor and needy. Churches too will do this. Collectively
a lot more can be done. Relief organizations can do
a lot on this front. This is part of what the Bible
understands as justice.
It will not be possible to engage in social
gospel from a right heart and motive without
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We ourselves need
to know the love of God in our hearts, and we
need to show that in what we do. Others too
will not be truly helped unless they learn to live
in accordance with the Word of God. We need
to remember that it is appointed unto man
once to die and after that the judgment (Heb.
9:27). Then all who are outside of Christ
will be condemned, because God’s justice cannot be compromised. Moreover,
we cannot understand the law apart from
Jesus Christ. He has given its right interpretation. Apart from Christ, we cannot speak
about the validity of the law for him who has
been justified by faith. “Christ is the end of the
law for righteousness unto everyone that believeth”
(Romans 10:4). It is the dignity of the Christian life
to keep His law with a glad and cordial obedience,
for Christ’s sake.
Dr. Bilkes is pastor of the Free Reformed
Church of Grand Rapids, MI.
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discerning the spirits

Alfonso d’Amore
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I

t is a pity that the response of some parts of the Reformed community
has been so negative towards the issue of Social Responsibility. It was no
doubt a reaction against the emphasis placed in “liberal” circles upon the
so called “Social Gospel” at the expense of the Biblical Gospel of Justification by Faith Alone. This does not however excuse us from avoiding the issue
rather than facing it.
Social Responsibility, in some ways, is a necessary byproduct of the Gospel. If we are aware that there are existing public evils or injustices in our
society which should be rectified, then it is only right, and will commend
our Christian testimony, for us to use all the proper and legitimate available
channels to pursue this goal;* for it is written: “If thou forbear to deliver
them that are drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain; if thou
sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he
render to every man according to his works?” (Pr. 24: 11-12) The words of
Ps. 82 best explain how this Christian responsibility must be carried out, for
it is written: “Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and
needy. Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked.”
(Ps 82: 3-4).
This duty of Social Responsibility is not new, nor un-Reformed. John Calvin wrote in his commentary on Ezekiel 18: 5 - 7 that: To do judgment and
justice is nothing else than […] to defend all good causes, and to take the
innocent under our patronage when we see them unjustly injured and oppressed.” Calvin continues: “… Judgment is extended further when we […]
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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defend our brethren, when unjustly oppressed, as far as we can, and we
oppose the lust and violence of those who would overthrow all that is
right and holy. […] Then he adds: “Many might object that they injured no
one, never defrauded any nor took advantage of the simple. But since God
has united men in the bonds of mutual society, hence they must mutually
perform good offices for each other. Here then it is required of the rich to
[help] the poor, and to offer bread to the hungry.” (Calvin’s Commentaries,
Vol. 12, p.220ƒ)
With this in mind, it is not reasonable to excuse ourselves by thinking
that we are only responsible for the people of the Covenant Community or
for the Church. Gal 6:10 makes it clear that our Social Responsibility extends to everybody, for it is written: “As we have therefore opportunity, let
us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of
faith.” John Calvin again says that: “Paul […] now exhorts us to do good to
all men […] There are duties which we owe to all men arising out of a common nature.” (Calvin’s Commentaries, Vol. 21, p. 180)
Various passages from the Word of God focus our duty of Social Responsibility on the following groups of people:
a) the poor, b) the widows, c) the orphans, d) the strangers, e) the oppressed or unjustly treated.
Concerning the poor, the weak and the needy, in Deut. 15:11 the Bible
promotes the duty to give alms to the poor, for it is written:

“the poor shall never cease out of the land:
therefore I command thee, saying,

Thou shalt open thine hand
wide unto thy brother, to thy poor,

and to thy needy, in thy land.”
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Similarly in the NT Paul wrote: “Only they would that we should remember the poor.” (Gal 2:10)
The Bible, then, to the giving of alms adds another duty, i.e. to defend
the poor, the needy and the afflicted from injustice, for it is written:

“Defend the poor and fatherless:
do justice to the afflicted and needy.
Deliver the poor and needy:
rid them out of the hand of the wicked.”
Ps 82:3-4
This duty extends to the widows and the orphans, as it is written: “Ye
shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child. If thou afflict them in any
wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry; And my
wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; and your wives
shall be widows, and your children fatherless.” (Ex. 22: 22-24)
It also applies to foreigners or strangers as it is written: “...neither vex
a stranger, nor oppress him.” (Ex. 22: 21) We are not only called to help
them, and to love them as ourselves, but we are also called to ensure
they be entitled to the same just, fair and equitable treatment enjoyed
by the rest of us, as it is written: “... the stranger that dwelleth with you
shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as
thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your
God”.(Lev. 19:34), and “One law shall be to him that is home born, and
unto the stranger that sojourneth among you.” (Ex 12:49)
Concerning the weak, the oppressed and the unjustly treated, the Bible,
e.g., protects the hired labourers from the whims of their masters when
it says: “Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that is poor and needy,
whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers...: At his day thou
shalt give him his hire, neither shall the sun go down upon it; for he is
poor, and setteth
his heart upon it: lest he cry
against thee unto the
LORD, and it
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be sin unto thee.” (Deut. 24: 14-15)
Moreover, since the rich and the powerful may sometimes be tempted to
tinker with the legal system to oppress the poor, the needy and the weak,
the Bible teaches that we must not allow justice to be undermined by questionable legal tactics, for it is written:

“ Thou shalt not wrest
the judgment of thy poor
in his cause.” Ex 23:6
Finally, the Bible protects the
handicapped from being mistreated, as it is written: “Thou shalt not
curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block before the blind,
but shalt fear thy God: I am the
LORD.” (Lev 19:14)
But how do we fulfill our duties of Social Responsibility?
What means and what channels are acceptable in pursuing this goal?
Firstly, we have numerous
examples of how the prophets
(as office bearers) took up the
cause of the poor. Consider
Isaiah 10:2:

Woe unto them
that decree
unrighteous decrees,
and that write
grievousness which they
have prescribed;
To turn aside the needy
from judgment, and to take
away the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they
may rob the fatherless !”
“
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“Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan,
that are in the mountain of Samaria,
which oppress the poor,
which crush the needy,
which say to their masters,
Bring, and let us drink.
The Lord GOD hath sworn
by his holiness, that, lo,
the days shall come
upon you, that he

Or Amos 4:1-2:

will take you
away with hooks,
and your posterity
with fishhooks.”

Secondly, we also have numerous examples of how the
prophets (as office bearers)
spoke up against blatant injustices. See how Moses stood
before Pharaoh asking him to let
God’s people go. Consider how Nathan rebuked king David for taking
a “poor man’s lamb” (2Sam 12:4), or
how Elijah rebuked king Ahab for orchestrating an unjust trial, and take possession of the vineyard of Naboth; or how
John the Baptist called upon king Herod to
send away the wife of his brother.
Thirdly, we are also encouraged in our Social
Responsibility by more recent examples:
a) Did not the Early Christian Churches set up funds to
take care of the widows, the poor and the needy?
b) Did not the Christians in Rome rescue unwanted babies that were
thrown off the bridges?
c) Did not Ambrose shine bright as an office-bearer, when he did not allow
Emperor Theodosius to attend at the Lord’s Supper for having massacred
7000 people in Thessalonica as punishment for a rebellion in which Roman
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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officers had been killed?
d) Was not the sonnet written by
John Milton, secretary to Oliver Cromwell, concerning the persecution of the
Waldensians, inspiring? It was Cromwell’s vigorous remonstrance and threat of
naval and military action that brought that
persecution to a close.
e) What about the example of Zwingli, who
ignoring all dangers of infection, when the
plague struck Zurich, visited the stricken
families, and comforted the dying?
f) Can we neglect to mention the countless men and women who went into hospitals or prisons or concentration camps
or war zones to minister to the afflicted
and the dying?
g) Can we forget that Calvin, though unsuccessfully, emphasized to Geneva’s
City Council that the heretic Servetus
should not be burned at the stake?
h) What about Francke’s greatest work
to establish an orphanage to teach ignorant children, so that, before his death,
2507 children were being helped and instructed each year?
i) John Wesley and George Whitefield were
encouraged to begin orphanage work by
Francke’s example.
j) Finally, can we forget the militant William Wilberforce who led the campaign for
the abolition of slavery?
I am sure many more examples can be
mentioned, in which common men and
women were, and still are, called to be a
light and a salt in very practical ways, lest,
for lack of faith, we have become too cautious or too fearful, and: “good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden
under foot of men.” (Mt 5:13)
*portion freely adapted from “Social Justice” by Raymond Aitchinson
Alfonso d’Amore is a member of
the Marantha FRC in Hamilton,
ON.
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Materiali$m

discerning the spirits

Pastor M. Kelderman

and how it affects our view
of social justice

M

aterialism is when we begin to live, to make decisions, based upon
what we feel is rightly ours or deserve. Carried to its logical extreme,
people buy and have more than they really can afford and are trapped
by covetousness. Now all this comes at an expense. It is often at the expense
of being able to help others in need. Also, there is a failure to recognize that
all that we have is of God, that He is the ultimate owner of all things, and that
we are called as His stewards to care for these things. Materialism is not a
necessary result of capitalism; however, they are often closely connected together. If we have a strong work ethic, this bodes well in a capitalistic society
and therefore Reformed Christians often prosper. Yet, a problem Christians
face is that they are also affected by the world and culture in which they live
and the Word of God becomes less of a guide in comparison to the prevailing
ideas which surround them. This has been a problem throughout time and
we must not expect it to be different today.
Let’s turn to the matter at hand: how does materialism affect our view of
social justice? Generally speaking, the view of materialism is ‘self focused’
and the view of social justice is ‘other focused’. Since we live in one of the
most prosperous countries on earth, we have experienced the unique blessings of enjoying the creation, and all that pertains to it. But even within our
own countries, and certainly as you scan the globe, there are millions of
people who have not experienced what we have. While our governments
have been established by the hand of God (see Romans 13) and they are
accountable to the people over whom they rule; yet, we must not suppose
that the responsibility for social justice will be and is taken care of by them.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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...But lay up for yourselves tre
where neither
The point is, Christians are not to rely upon
						
and where
government to be the hand of Christ to the
poor and afflicted. This is the place of Christ’s
do
Church. I have read of many politicians who,
after demanding the government help the
poor and put all kinds of social programs in
through
place, have only padded their own pockets in
the process and have given nothing to charity themselves. The Christian and the church
For where
must be different. When we are in our proper
place, we will recognize that God has given to
treas
us much and what we receive is to be used
for the glory of His name and extension of His
kingdom. The gospel and Word of God must
							
there will
accompany our deeds of love.
The principles of Scripture are clear, “Let us
									
hear
not be weary in well doing: for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith” (Gal. 6). We live in an ‘immediate gratification’ world, which ties into the idea
of materialism, but Paul says you will reap in
due season. Here Paul rightly puts the emphasis upon future blessing. In other words, when
you live by faith, you know that your satisfaction is not always right now, but it will be certain in coming. And he clearly tells us the order
of well doing, especially to those of the faith,
but also unto all men.
All that being said, the Scriptures nowhere
teach that everyone must be equal. God has
permitted some to be rich and others to be
poor. Often in each category of people there
is testing and opportunity. There is testing as
God exposes the hearts of the rich, will they
be generous, will they give even to the point of
self sacrifice for His kingdom’s sake? God will
also expose the hearts of the poor, will they
cry to Him for food, will they trust Him to supply, will they be content with their lot in life?
And at the center of all this is the question,
will Christ be exalted as the rich give to the
poor because they have tasted of the riches of
Christ and will the poor, because they realize
22
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easures in heaven,
moth nor rust doth corrupt,
their dependence upon God, glorify Him? Will
thieves
both rich and poor seek the advancement of
the kingdom of God in this world?
not break
Having grown up in a rural area, one of
the things I noticed was that when it came to
lending a helping hand to those in need, the
nor steal:
churches in larger metropolis areas (perhaps
more affected by materialism) would be ready
your
to give their money to help out, while in the rural areas, people would come together to work
together to help out someone in need. I am not
sure is,
saying that one is inferior to the other and I
realize there are more factors at play in this
picture, but it seemed to me to be a symptom
l your
of something larger. That is why, I believe, it is
good for young people rather than simply
rt be also very
giving money to some mission endeavour, to
matt. 6:20-21

spend some time either in their own community or in a poor country visiting those who live
in utter poverty. In this way they are removed
from their own surroundings and dipped into
another culture, another way of life, which often profoundly affects them.
But, an even more profound affection must
take place which moves the heart even more,
as Paul says of the churches of Macedonia,
“Moreover, brethren, ... they were willing of
themselves; praying us with much entreaty
that we would receive the gift, and take upon
us the fellowship of the ministering to the
saints. And this they did, not as we hoped,
but first gave their own selves to the Lord,
and unto us by the will of God. Therefore, as
ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and
in your love to us, see that ye abound in this
grace also (that was in the grace of giving to
those in need).... For ye know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich,
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye
through his poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. 8;
please read also 2 Cor. 9).
Rev. Kelderman is pastor of the Burgessville, ON,
Heritage Reformed Congregation.

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Pastor K. Hoefnagel

Walk-in
Centres
H

ere in Katwijk aan Zee, the Netherlands, there is an
organization of volunteers which offers home care
for the elderly, the sick, or assistance for those who
do not receive the necessary help from family members.
The volunteers discovered in this fast growing work that
there is a lot of loneliness among shut-ins, the elderly
and people without relatives.
In order to address the problem
of loneliness in our area, an interdenominational effort was initiated in which the churches in our
town established two so-called
“walk-in centres”. The door is
opened at two different locations, three days a week. Open
to the public, anyone who
wants is
most welcome
to come
in, both

spring2009youth messenger

young and old. A group of twenty persons (men and women) take turns in
welcoming the guests, and offer these lonely individuals a morning of fellowship. We offer the guests coffee, and on certain days, soup is made available.
There is a possibility for the visitors to play simple games. But the most important thing is listening. We offer the guests an open ear and in that way an
open heart. We show concern and sympathy and, we hope, the compassion
of Christ in a cold, hard and selfish community.
We opened the walk-in centres about two years ago, and are very thankful
for the response. More than seventy different people visit the centres on a
weekly basis. Their gratitude is great. They all say: it is really “gezellig”.
Concerning the financial side, our guests pay a very small amount for the
coffee. Some pay more, just to show their thankfulness. In this way, the centres are self-supportive. In the event that the funds are low, we can count on
deaconal help.
Rev. Hoefnagel, who formerly served the Ebenezer FRC on Dundas, ON (19901997), is now pastor of the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerk of Katwijk aan Zee, the
Netherlands.

He that oppresseth

the poor

reproacheth
his Maker:
but he
that

honoureth
him hath
mercy on the poor.
Proverbs 14:31
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Derek Baars
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study at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.
Since June of 2007, I have spoken at every
church in the FRC. That is why I have spoken to
nearly all of you.
When I was born, way back in 1980, the nurse who was going to medicate
my eyes discovered that I had been born with no eyes. This condition is called
bilateral microthelmia. This means that both eyes are either small or missing. I
know about life as a blind person, but until now, I had not done much thinking
about social justice as it relates to handicapped people.
What is the foundation for social justice? The biblical answer is the most

B
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logical and defensible approach. All people are worthy of being treated justly
because they bear the image of god. (Gen. 1:26.) Not only is this true for people
who are able-bodied and gifted with able minds, but it is also true of people with
mental and physical handicaps. As God asked Moses, “Who hath made man’s
mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not
I the LORD?” (Ex. 4:11.) God has a plan which includes the existence of every
handicapped person. We speak about physical and mental defects or abnormalities, yet these things fulfill God’s purpose. Nothing takes God by surprise; not
even the birth of a child with numerous physical and mental handicaps. Since
God has made all people, both able and unable, all people bear God’s image, and
as such, all people are worthy of respect.
God gave special directions to guard the well-being of handicapped people.
“Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block before the blind, but
shalt fear thy God: I am the LORD.” (Lev. 19:14.) The deaf are unable to hear
the slander of others and respond to it. God gave this law to protect the good
name of those who were in no position to defend themselves. If a blind person
travelled a well-known route alone, he would be in a vulnerable position if an
enemy put harmful obstacles in his path. Yet God acted by giving laws to guard
the safety and reputation of handicapped people. In effect, we have a negative
form of the golden rule: don’t do to others what you don’t want others to do to
you.
Handicapped people who benefit from social justice will be helped in living to
God’s glory in society. This means that people in the church and society will
search for ways for a handicapped person to use his or her gifts. If a handicapped person expresses interest in contributing, the Christian who exercises
social justice will find out what the person wants to do, and whether there is
a way to do it. Christian social justice realizes that all people have different
gifts and abilities. All fellow human beings are worthy of dignity and love, not
because of what they can do, but because they bear the image of God. Social
justice means that you treat all people, regardless of ability, as equals. You enable them to contribute to society to the best of their ability, and you welcome
their contribution. In short, Christian social justice shows the love of Christ.
I have benefitted greatly from attempts to achieve social justice. Although I
attended a private school from kindergarten through grade 12, the government
paid the salary of my assistant. Connie deJong taught me to read Braille and she
brailled documents for me. She played a vital role in my grade school education.
The effects of her work continue in my present success.
When I was in grade 7, in 1992, I received a twelve thousand dollar donation
from the military police to buy computer equipment. A technician from the Canadian National Institute for the Blind bought a DOS computer, which included
a speech synthesizer, and a screen-reading program. He bought a scanner and
software which would convert the scanned pictures into text which the computer would read to me. He bought a program which would translate scanned and
typed documents into Braille, as well as a Braille embosser which punched the
Braille dots into thick paper. The brailler worked for sixteen years. From grades
eight through eleven, a government program lent me a device called the Braille
and Speak. It had a seven-key keyboard, it used computerized speech, and it
would produce either Braille or print output, depending on whether I wanted to
make Braille copies of notes or printed assignments for teachers. During grade
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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12, the same government program lent me my first laptop computer.
A similar organization for postsecondary education first lent and then bought
me a laptop when I attended college. During this time, there was a provincial
organization which provided my textbooks either on cassette tapes or on computer disk. I received a new desktop computer, this time with Windows XP, as
well as a better scanner. Most importantly, I received a device called a refreshable Braille display. Pins pop up instantaneously and they show the contents of
the computer screen in Braille, a line at a time. This device enables me to take
notes on my computer without having earphones on. It enables me to feel like
part of the class at the college and seminary level.
At seminary, the staff asks publishers for electronic copies of books which I am
required to read. Sometimes the publishers provide them for free. Sometimes I
am required to pay for the books. In both cases, their provision of a format that
I can use is an example of social justice in action.
By this time, you have probably figured out that my story of social justice is
connected to various forms of computer technology. This equipment,
as well as helpful supportive people, has been means in the hand
of God to help me to succeed.
Derek Baars is a Free Reformed Theological student,
and is finishing his fourth year of studies at
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
in Grand Rapids, MI.
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Ellen Bilkes

PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY

Love & Care
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My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place.
When I was woven together
in the depths of the earth,

your eyes saw
my unformed body.
Psalm 139:15-16a

who are
weak, neglected and despised, and seeks to
help in ways that he can? What
does the Scripture say?
James 2:15-16: “If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily
food, and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and
30
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filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the
body; what doth it profit?”
Or take 1 John 3:17: “But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?”
What does this mean practically? Well, first things first. Just as
Barnardo, we need to be converted. We need to be reconciled to God
through the Mediator, Jesus Christ. Why say this in an article
on love for the poor and needy? Because all our activities
for others will never save us. That is what is preached
from many pulpits in our land, and we may even
think so ourselves, but Christ alone can be our
Saviour. Plus, there will be no love for God
and our neighbour (whether rich or
poor) if we are not born again.

What then?
But then what can we do? First,
we need to be aware of who are the
underprivileged in our community.
Think of the unborn children, or those
who are mocked or persecuted for their
love for the Lord. There are elderly who
are ignored. There are the hungry, poor,
widowed, single parents, etc. Parents can
really help young people by speaking of these
things, by introducing them to ladies guilds or
groups that seek to help. In our congregation we
have just begun to be aware of some of the needs in
hospitals, shelters, pregnancy centers, food bank, and
there is plenty of opportunity for young people together
with their families to be involved in these types of projects.
Secondly, we can learn how to be advocates for those who
have no voice. An advocate is someone who seeks the good of another, by taking up their case and making another’s well-being their
interest. It is touching to read letters of children and young people who
write letters to the government speaking for the unborn. A nurse can be an
advocate for a patient from the congregation. Others can provide a ride for
a patient or senior to doctor’s appointments. The years I spent working as
a nurse in a large children’s Hospital made me see that many suffer alone.
There is much love that can be shown in this cold and loveless world. When
you start thinking of all the ways you and your family or friends can be involved, it’s amazing how many possibilities there are. May God use us and
our families to be the salt and light in the world.
Ellen Bilkes is a nurse by profession, and a “stay at home” mom by vocation. She is
the wife of Rev. Lawrence J. Bilkes, and mother to three young, pre-school boys named
Malachi, Justus, and Ezra. She is a member of the Ebenezer Free Reformed Church in
Dundas, ON, where her husband serves as pastor.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Amanda Naves

Purity
The following article is a speech (and presented here in its original form) given by
Amanda Naves to her Grade 11 English class, and is in connection “Relationships”
which was the theme of the Fall 2008 Youth Messenger.

G

o ahead. Hang all over each other. Let every guy you pass get a good look
at what is meant for your future husband alone. Make out in the streets
for all to see. Pick up that hot girl for a one night stand. Whoa. Face it,
people. Sex has become the world’s driving force, and sexual impurity has
tainted our music, movies, TV shows, billboards, hearts, minds, and souls.
Sexual purity has been thrown out the window, it is the stuff of yesteryear.
However, purity is NOT an option. But what does it mean to be pure? Why is
32
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purity so difficult? Why be pure? All of these will be covered, so first, what
does it mean to be pure?
The average teen will view over 14,000 sexual references per year. Some,
you can help, others, you can’t. You CAN turn off that movie. You can’t tear
down that billboard. Besides living under a rock, how can we, you and me, as
Christian teens be pure in an impure world? What does it mean to be pure?
Physically, when it comes to relationships, keep the hands off and respect
each other. God does not call us to base our relationships on physical attraction. No, I believe and you know that God wants us to keep Him in the centre
of everything we do. Base the relationship on what God says: a three fold
cord is not easily broken. A pure relationship does not hinge on satisfying
your own pleasures. If you truly desire God’s will in your life, if you truly desire to wear a white wedding gown, then bend your knee and pray for purity.
Ask and you will receive.
Mentally, stop thinking “How far is too far?” Stop telling yourself: this
joke isn’t that dirty. After all, it’s just a joke. Stop it. There is plenty of good,
clean humour out there that you don’t need to indulge in sick jokes and stories. Start living life with the aim to pursue holiness and purity, not push the
boundaries. Again, ask and you will receive. But obviously, our lives will not
be transformed from ugly to beautiful and pure overnight. It will not be easy.
But why is purity so hard?
Why? Because Satan has found ways to inject impurity into our lives
without our protesting. We listen to songs that we KNOW have bad lyrics,
but we justify them because...we like the tune. For example, the song titled
‘Low’, by Flo Rida. That whole song, in graphic detail, is about taking a girl
home from the club, and paying her three grand for a night of sex. And may
I mention again, in extremely graphic sexual language, this is described. Is
the cool tune and beat really worth it?
In our circles, we are Dutch. And the Dutch are stubborn. We don’t like
change. Obviously, I’m generalizing. But seriously. We, as in you and me, go
to church. Every Sunday. We know how we should be living. We know what
to say to the elders at House Visitation. During the week, we go about our
daily work. We listen to our music. Watch our movies, our TV shows. We
might tell our conscience to shut up when it rears its ugly head and tells us
to stop what we are doing and flee temptation. But God hasn’t rained fire and
brimstone upon us yet for watching, listening, speaking, thinking impurely.
So we continue on. And don’t change.
NOOO!!!!!! We need to be active Christians. Not passive. We need to walk
the walk, not just merely talk the talk. Satan has me and you, Mark, you,

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/

33

Sandra, you, Amber, all of us in
this room, in a rut. He has us in
his web of impurity. Will you die
in it? Will you allow the world’s
fangs to seep poison into you anymore? Will you?
The main cause of our failure to remain pure is our fall in Adam. We lost
our innocence. We have a fallen nature.
Of course Purity is so difficult. It is actually impossible. Humanly speaking.
But there is a Pure one who died for
impure sinners. He can make us pure.
And if we are pure spiritually, we will be
pure in body and pure in mind. Ask and you
will receive.
Why be pure? We studied the ancient Christians in Religion class, and their characteristics that separated them from the rest
of the heathens. One of the most distinguishable traits of the early Christians was their pure lives that were unparalleled. The heathens noticed this
purity. Some mocked the Christians.
Others came to faith. We also know
that the moral and spiritual conditions
of the ancient times are very similar to
what it is like to today in 2008. If we
can be pure, what a testimony that
will be!! People will see Christ. Maybe
not hordes of people. Maybe it will
be more along the lines of one. But is
that not worth it? To know that God
showed Christ through your life to
save a soul from hell? I think it is.
Why be pure? One day, when you are
old and grey, you will sit on the porch
with a grand child and tell him or her about the times when
you were young. Meaning now. Would you like to weave stories
of going to Canada’s Wonderland or Church Camp? Sure. Who
wouldn’t? But what if you were ashamed of your youth because
you know you were not pure. What if thoughts of your youth pain
you? I’m not necessarily talking premarital sex here. I’m talking
sexually charged lyrics that have etched themselves on your brain,
staying with you forever, no matter how hard you try to get rid of
them. I’m talking the bed scenes in movies that play before your
eyes while you sit in church. Satan will not let these be erased from
your brain. He will use them as a thorn, a weapon against you.
Now, we are young. We are making choices that will stay with us.
34
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Maybe now, we think that one
song will not affect our faith. It
won’t hurt us. It won’t burn us.
But it can.
Why be pure? Mr. D’Amore often says, Be uplifting, edifying,
encouraging...so on and so forth.
We laugh. But really. He is right.
A Christian should not be dragged
down by his friends. To support
those who are walking the Christian
life of purity, we need to be pure
ourselves. Imagine the bonds between believers if those who formerly
made now mistakes instructed others.
Imagine a community where helping others get through times of impurity, whether
it be sexual, mental, or spiritual, was the
norm. How blessed we would be if we, the
next generation, made this a reality.
Why be pure? So you and I can hear on the
last day, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.”

CONCLUSION

“Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true ,
whatsoever things are honest ,
whatsoever things are just ,
whatsoever things are pure ,
whatsoever things are lovely ,
whatsoever things are of good report ;
if there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these things ”
Phil. 4:8
Today, I’d like to challenge you. Challenge you to be pure in heart. Challenge
you to be pure in mind. Challenge you to be pure in body. It will not be easy,
but are you up for the fight? Will you rise to the challenge? Will you be pure?
Amanda Naves is a Grade Eleven student at Rehoboth Christian School in Copetown,
ON, and attends the Maranatha FRC in Hamilton, ON.
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Diana Kleyn

The Strange Girl

peoples

G

uess what!” exclaimed Bridget, approaching her friends.
“What? Stop laughing and tell us!” said Mary, one of the girls.
“You’ll never guess!” giggled Bridget. “We have a new girl at our school.”
“So?” chorused the girls crowding around Bridget. The girls attended a girls’
boarding school, and every fall there were new students.
“It’s just that she’s so weird-looking. I was near the office when she came. She
came by herself, and all she had was a little old suitcase, and a really old-fashioned
purse. She went into the office and left the door open so I stuck around to listen,”
Bridget admitted.
“Are you sure she’s going to be a student here?” asked Lisa.
“Yes. Listen,” continued Bridget with an air of importance. “She asked the principal
if she was Miss Gazin. Then she said she is planning to stay at this school for a year.
She pulled out an ugly old wallet and actually took out a roll of cash. She gave it to
Miss Gazin and said, ‘That is the cost for one year, isn’t it? Could I have a receipt,
please?’ I’ve never seen Miss Gazin look so surprised. She actually didn’t know what
to say for a minute, but then she gave her a receipt and showed her the way to her
room. She’s in Room 10 right now, this very minute!”
“Wow!” breathed the girls.
“What does she look like?” asked Mary.
“Oh, wait till you see her. She is so strange! She has red hair tucked into an ugly
black net—way out of date. And she’s wearing an ugly old brown dress with a really
ugly sweater and ugly brown shoes.” Bridget emphasized the word “ugly” every time
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she said it. “Just wait till you see for yourself.”
Bridget was an only child, and her wealthy father granted her everything she
wished. So, besides being far too elegantly dressed for a schoolgirl, she was supplied
with plenty of pocket money. She was very generous, and full of life and fun, so she
quickly became the leader among the girls.
When the bell rang for supper, the new girl was escorted to the dining room by
one of the teachers, and introduced as Frances Comstock. She had changed from her
shabby brown dress into a plain navy dress. She looked out of place, her red hair
brushed tightly back from her face and hidden as much as possible under a large
black net, but Miss Gazin’s presence prevented the girls from being unkind. Frances
seemed shy and ill at ease among so many strangers, and her plain, homely appearance made the girls feel awkward. Almost all the girls in the boarding school came
from wealthy families, and it was unusual to see a girl as obviously poor as this new
girl. As soon as dinner was over, Frances hurried back to her room.
Since Frances had had no formal education, she was required to take several exams the following day so that her teachers could place her in the appropriate classes. The girls at the school were surprised to discover that Frances was ahead of all
the girls her own age. This did not encourage the respect of her classmates. Rather,
Bridget and her friends became jealous, and immediately began to think of ways to
annoy Frances whenever it was safe to do so.
Poor Frances made no complaint about the teasing and pranks of her classmates.
She always did her work well and tried to keep out of Bridget’s way. As fall changed
to winter, Frances continued to do well in her studies, but her face grew pale, and
there were dark rings under her eyes. A watchful friend would have noticed that
Frances was very unhappy.
One Saturday morning, when Miss Gazin was away and the other teachers were
busy in their rooms, the girls came up with another prank. Frances had gone downstairs to get a book from the library when a dozen or more of the girls suddenly surrounded her, joining hands so she was a prisoner in the middle.
“Let me go!” begged Frances.
But the girls only laughed, going around
and around, taunting her.
“Please! Let me go!” repeated Frances,
tears in her eyes. She was tired, and all she
wanted was to lie on her bed and read.
The girls began singing a cruel song which
Bridget had composed, a song with cruel,
insulting words. As they sang, they dragged
Frances along with them. “Come with us,”
taunted Bridget. “We’ll see how smart you
really are.”
The other girls joined in mocking Frances,
pulling her down the hallway and out into the
back yard of the school. Frances struggled to
get free, but a few scratches and slaps from
Bridget put an end to that. They led her to a
shed at the back of the yard, opened the door
and pushed Frances inside. Laughing, the
Romans 13:10
girls pushed the bolt into place and shouted,

“

Love

worketh no ill
to his neighbor:
therefore

love

is the fulfilling of
the law”
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“See if you can get out of here, if you’re so smart!”
Frances pounded on the door and pleaded with them to let her go, but they
only laughed and walked away. She had no coat, and she shivered, partly from
the cold, and partly from fear. How would she get out? Would anyone miss her?
Would anyone care?
“Lord,” she prayed, “please help me. In Thy Word, Thou hast promised to
care for the fatherless. I have no parents and no friends. I need Thy help. I’m so
scared!”
She looked around the shed. The door provided no way of escape. What about
the window? She went to have a closer look. It was quite high so she stood on an
overturned pail. She pushed at the window but it was shut tight. She tried calling
for help, but no one heard her. Crying and frightened, she sank down onto the
dirty floor in a corner of the shed. Several hours passed, but no help came.
Finally, she heard footsteps. “Help!” she called. “I’m stuck inside here!”
The sound of the footsteps came closer. “Where are you?” asked a man’s voice.
“I’m in the shed. Please let me out!” cried Frances.
She heard the bolt shoved aside and then the door swung open. “What are you
doing in here?” asked the man kindly. It was the groundskeeper. Frances was so
glad to see him!
“Um,” Frances hesitated. Should she tell him what the girls had done?
“Never mind,” said the man. “You go on inside and get warmed up.”
Frances smiled through her tears, and thought she heard the man mutter, “Cruel girls, they are.”
She was cold and tired, but hurried as quickly as she could to her room. As she
passed through the sitting area, Bridget and her friends noticed her. “So you got
out!” scoffed Bridget. “It sure took you a long time!”
Frances ran down the hall to her room and closed the door. Through their peals
of laughter, the girls heard a strange cry and a heavy fall. Instantly, the girls fell
silent.
“I think she fainted,” said Bridget guiltily.
“What should we do?” asked Lisa.
“I’ll tell Miss Barnett,” announced Bridget. She made an unkind remark and the
girls giggled nervously.
Miss Barnett hurried to Frances’s door and knocked. When she received no answer, she sent one of the girls to find the groundskeeper, who unlocked the door
within a few minutes. There lay Frances on the floor, her face very pale. She had
bumped her head on the dresser as she fell and a purple lump was already forming on her forehead. Occasionally, Frances’s body shook with spasms. The girls
huddled together in a frightened group, waiting until the doctor came. He laid her
gently on the bed and shook his head as he examined her. The girls were sent out
of the room, and the doctor left medicine and instructions with Miss Barnett and
the other teachers who had gathered around Frances.
Bridget and her friends were not courageous enough to confess their guilt, but
they hung around the sick room, offering to help, vainly wishing that they might
atone for their cruelty. Day after day passed, and Frances was still delirious with
fever. The presence of the girls seemed to aggravate the sick girl, so they were not
allowed in the room. But in all her delirium, Frances never murmured a word of
complaint at the ill treatment she had received from the girls.
Miss Gazin searched Frances’s possessions for some clue of family or friends,
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...please help me.
In Thy Word,
Thou hast
promised to
care for the
fatherless.
I have no parents
and no friends.
I need Thy help.
I’m so scared!
but there was nothing to be found but the plainest, scantiest supply of clothes.
Each day the doctor came, looking grave and anxious, and at last the crisis came.
For many hours it seemed Frances would die, and no one was permitted to make
any noise. Bridget and her friends were filled with shame and remorse, and lay
quietly on their beds, many of them praying that God would heal Frances and
also forgive their sins. At last, Frances opened her eyes, and the suspense was
relieved by an assuring word from the doctor.
“She’ll be all right if you take good care of her,” said the doctor. “But it will take
some time before she’s back on her feet again.”
Instead of thinking of ways to tease Frances, Bridget and her friends now
thought of ways to cheer her. Every day, pretty bouquets of flowers and other
little gifts would be sent to her room. Frances’s eyes would light up with surprise
and pleasure when she saw the gifts. The girls were glad to see her smile.
One day, Miss Gazin was sitting in a chair beside Frances’s bed. The girl was
getting stronger every day, much to everyone’s delight. Miss Gazin decided to ask
www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/
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Frances the questions she
had wanted to ask since the
day she became ill. “Frances, do
you have any family or friends?”
“I have no friends, ma’am, and no
family except for my cousin John who
has a large family of his own and could
not care for me. My mother died when I
was born. I had a step-mother, but my
father died five years after they married and I’ve taken care of myself ever
since.”
“And you are only fifteen now?”
“Yes ma’am.”
“How did you get money to pay for a
year’s board and tuition here?”
“I earned it, ma’am, every cent of it. As
soon as I was old enough, I went to work in
a factory. I stayed in a boarding house run
by Mrs. Manfred who let me earn my keep by
working for her before and after work.”
“You poor child!” exclaimed Miss Gazin.
“Oh no, ma’am, I was very glad to do it!”
A puzzled look crossed the principal’s face.
“But how did you get so far in your education?”
“I used to prop a book open on my loom, so I
could catch a sentence now and then. The foreman
did not mind because I always did my work well. I
want to be a teacher, and I thought I would get a good
education here at this school.”
“What are your plans for summer vacation, Frances?”
“I have to go back to the factory and earn enough to get some better clothes.
You understand why I can’t dress better, don’t you, Miss Gazin?” she asked with
sudden concern.
Miss Gazin’s eyes filled with tears. “Yes, my dear, I do.” She bent over Frances
and gently kissed her white, thin face.
That evening, when the girls gathered in the chapel for devotions, Miss Gazin
told them Frances’s story. There was not a dry eye in the room. When she finished, Bridget stood up and said, with tears running down her cheeks, “Miss
Gazin, we have been so cruel to Frances! We made fun of her right from the first
day, and did everything we could think of to make her miserable. She would not
have been sick if we hadn’t locked her in that shed.” She stopped at the shocked
look on Miss Gazin’s face. “Oh, that would be just like Frances – she didn’t even
tell you, did she? Yes, we locked her in the garden shed. It was my idea. Oh, what
a beast I am!”
There was only the sound of sobbing. Bridget and her friends could not excuse
their behavior, and wept in shame. They were beginning to understand what David meant when he exclaimed, “For I acknowledge my transgressions; and my sin
is ever before me” (Psalm 51:3).
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“I am mostly to blame, continued Bridget when she could continue. “I led the
others on. We’ve been so afraid that she would die! Miss Gazin, you may punish
me any way you think best. I deserve it. And… I would like to go and ask Frances’s forgiveness as soon as you will let me see her.” The
girls heartily agreed.
“Bridget, I am shocked to hear this,” replied Miss
Gazin. “I am truly sorry to hear that any of my students would treat another student so badly just because she is poor or dresses differently than you
do.” She looked so sad that the girls broke into
fresh tears. “But you have confessed in front of
us all, and I forgive you. But, girls, remember to ask the Lord to forgive you. He has
given you a glimpse of what lives in your
hearts. Do not let this bitter lesson go
to waste. Go to Him now, while your
hearts are still tender and smarting
from this terrible sin. He will forgive you, but you must confess
your sins to Him.”
When Frances was a bit stronger,
Miss Gazin allowed the girls to ask Frances’s forgiveness, which was freely granted. “I don’t
blame you for making fun of me,” smiled Frances bravely.
“I know I dress in ugly clothes, and I know I am not pretty like you
all are…” Her voice faded away. “I wish you could have felt my joy and
thanksgiving each time the Lord provided clothes or food for me. And when I had
finally saved up enough money to go to school, I was so happy. I never thought
that the other girls would look so much nicer. Not that it mattered,” she added
quickly. “But if I could have felt that I had just one friend, I could have taken the
teasing. It just broke my heart to have all of you turn against me. But then I went
to the Lord, Who Himself had been friendless, and He comforted me. He stayed
with me when I had no one left.” Her eyes filled with tears, so that the girls felt a
twinge of jealousy at the tender relationship she had with the Lord.
After this, Frances grew stronger every day, and one morning, the doctor said
she could join the other girls in the sitting area for a little while before lunch.
There had been a lot of whispering and hurrying footsteps in the hallways, of
which Frances had been completely unaware.
At eleven o’clock, Miss Gazin herself came to help Frances. Leaning on the
principal’s strong arms, Frances walked feebly through the long hall to the sitting
area.
“My dear, the girls have planned a little surprise for you,” smiled Miss Gazin.
When Frances was comfortably seated in an easy chair, the girls came in with
smiling faces, singing a beautiful song of welcome. Bridget handed Frances a
lovely bouquet of flowers, and said, “Frances, you are very special to us. You are
precious in God’s sight. You have taught us lessons we will never forget. We want
you to accept our gifts to show how sorry we are for the way we treated you.”
The first thing Frances saw when she returned to her room was a large suitcase
standing just inside her door. Tied to its handle was a card which read, “For Miss
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Frances Comstock, from her teachers and classmates.”
The girls had followed Frances, and clapped their hands in delight at her surprised look. They crowded into Frances’s room and urged her to open the suitcase. When she opened it, Frances saw that it was packed full of new clothes.
“This is all for me?” asked Frances in amazement.
“Yes! It’s from all of us!” exclaimed the girls happily.
Crying with happiness and fatigue, Frances sank down onto the bed. Miss
Gazin quickly ushered the girls out of the room to the dining room. When Frances was alone again, she examined each piece of clothing. Such beautiful items
of clothing she had never even dreamed of owning! Every one of the school’s
students and teachers had given something to Frances. At the bottom of the suitcase Frances discovered a stationery set, an album with pictures of all the girls,
and a pretty purse containing some money along with a note. “Dear Frances,” it
said. “This is a receipt in full for all expenses during whatever length of time you
choose to remain in this school. Please accept this as a sincere token of my love
and respect. Miss Gazin.”
They found her seated on the floor, surrounded by her new treasures, crying
like a baby. “How can I ever thank you?” she sobbed through her tears.
“By being our friend,” said Bridget, gently placing an arm around her shoulders.
“I’m so sorry I was so mean to you.” The other girls agreed. “We would be honored to have you as our friend, Frances,” one of them said through her tears.
When the long vacation arrived, Bridget took Frances home with her. So Frances
enjoyed a lovely summer with Bridget in her home on the Hudson River, where,
for the first time in her life, she was surrounded with beauty and luxury on every side, and was treated as a loved and
honored guest.
After the summer vacation, Frances was
able to begin her studies again. Gentle,
loving, and loved by all, she remained
in the school until she graduated with
honors, after which Miss Gazin offered
her the position of a teacher. Gratefully,
Frances accepted.
Children, how do you treat others?
Are you kind, or are you mean? Do
you tease others because of how
they dress or what they look like?
Are you only nice to some people
and ignore or hurt others? Remember that God sees and hears everything,
and He will judge you for your words
and actions. “Be kindly affectioned one
to another with brotherly love; in honour
preferring one another” (Romans 12:10).
Diana Kleynis a member of the Heritage Reformed Church in
Grand Rapids, MI.
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Summer Camps...
2009 ANNUAL BLUE BRONNA WILDERNESS FRC YOUTH CAMP
Join us for the annual BBWC FRC Youth Camp
in the magnificent Rockies of Southern Alberta
from July 22-25, 2009, D.V.
Rev. E. Moerdyk & Rev. Schoeman will be our speakers
with the theme to be determined.
Youth ages 16 and up are invited to attend this unique wilderness
experience. Space is limited. All registration forms along with the camp
fee of $210 + 5% GST must be received no later than June 6, 2009.
For information, registration forms, or to
express interest in being a counselor, please contact
Marvin Van Maanen at 403-320-2280 or mvanmaan@telus.net.

5th Annual Ontario FRC Youth Camp
Where: Pearce Williams Christian Center,
St. Thomas, ON
Date: July 31-Aug 3, 2009
Speaker: Pastor J. Schoeman
Camp Pastor: Pastor C. Schouls
Topic: TBA
Price: $150/ person
Campers must be 16 before December 31, 2009
Registration forms will be made available soon

Contact: Kim & Jan Hamstra, 519-756-0329
or email: khamstra@rogers.com

www.frcna.org/youthmessenger/

43

d
o
o
G
f ove
o
n
i
a Thy L
t
n
u
Fo
wn
O
o
T
Fountain of good, to own thy love
Our thankful hearts incline
What can we render, Lord, to thee,
When all the worlds are thine?
But thou hast needy brethren here,
Partakers of thy grace,
Whose names thou wilt thyself confess
Before the Father's face.
And in their accents of distress
Thy pleading voice is heard
In them thou may'st be clothed and fed
And visited and cheered.
Thy face with rev'rence and with love
We in thy poor would see;
O may we minister to them,
And in them, Lord, to thee.
By Philip Doddridge
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Based on Matthew 25:40
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me". spring2009youth messenger

