THIS ISSUE
2	Church News
3 Blessed Hunger 		
and Thirst
4 Gleanings from 		
the Churches
5 The Church’s
Invisible Enemies
7 A Reflection on 		
the New Year
8 The Significance
of the Fourth 		
	Commandment 		
Today
10 A Scottish Heritage
12 Bible Study:
Asaph’s Mistaking
God’s Providence
14	Combined
	Consistory Meetings
16 NAPARC: A Report
From External
Relations
18 www.frcna.org
19 Passing of a
Minister’s Helpmeet
20 News Notes &
	Comments
22 Youth Page
24 Announcement

2007 INDEX INSERT

churchNEWS
Ministerial Calls:
Rev. J. Wim Wullschleger, pastor
of the Langley, B.C., Canada congregation, received a call from
the Christelijke Gereformeerde
congregation of Zeewolde, The
Netherlands, which he accepted.
Rev. Pieter VanderMeyden of
Vineland, Ontario received a
call from the congregation of
Toronto, Ontario.
Email Address:
The only email address to
reach Rev. H.A. Bergsma is now
bergsma@frcna.org
BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON
Worship services are held each
Lord’s Day at 1.00 p.m. and 6.00
p.m. in the Person Fellowship
Hall of Grace Lutheran Church,
located at 9625 NE 8th Street,
Bellevue, Washington (three
blocks west of Bellevue Square).
We also meet at this location for
Bible Study every other Friday
evening at 7.00 p.m. For further
information, call (425) 649-9676,
or visit our website: www.frcna.
org/bellevue. Messages for Rev.
Gangar or church mail may be
sent to: frcb@ihmail.com
CALGARY CHURCH PLANT
Worship Services are held every
Lord’s Day at 9.30 a.m. and 2.30
p.m. Sunday school classes are
held after the 2.30 p.m. service.
Location: 6167 6th Ave SE,
Calgary AB T2H 1L9 (northwest
corner of Blackfoot and Glenmore Trails). For more information, contact Harold and Janey
Slingerland at 403-254-6591 or
e-mail Harold and Janey Slingerland at slingerland@telus.net

Spring Synodical
Committee Meetings:
March 27-30, 2007
with the Dundas FRC
as host church.
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ADMISSION TO
MINISTERAL STUDIES
The Theological Education
Committee of the Free Reformed
Churches of North America
Invites men who feel called to the
ministry of the Word to submit
their applications before March
31, 2006 in order to be invited
for examination at the Spring
Meeting of this Committee.
Prerequisites:
1) Having been a confessing
member of the FRCNA for at
least one year;
2) Having completed, or nearly
completed, a Bachelor’s
Degree, including 4 semesters of Greek. Additionally,
it is recommended that the
applicant has taken courses in
English composition, history,
and philosophy.
3) Having submitted to the Committee Secretary:
a) A personal letter of application, explaining in some detail
his call to the ministry;
b) Written attestation from his
Consistory;
c) Written report from his personal physician attesting to
good health;
d) Academic Transcript of his
university level studies.

SYMPATHY
The congregation of the Free
Reformed Church of Chatham
extends its deepest sympathy to
the family of
Margaret Schouls,
beloved wife of
Pastor Carl Schouls.
Our beloved sister went to be
with her Lord on
Tuesday, December 5, 2006
after a time of illness.
We wish our dear Pastor, Debbi
and Bill Sluys (Chatham) and
their children, and Brenda and
Wayne Otten (Smithville) and
their children a rich measure of
God’s grace as they mourn
the loss of wife, mother
and grandmother.

Therefore, having been justified
by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom also we
have access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and
rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. Romans 5:1,2

Books to Feed
your Mind and Soul
Catechism Material
Bible Study Guides
FREE REFORMED PUBLICATIONS
Suite 104, 265 King George Rd.,
Brantford, Ontario,
N3R 7Z9, Canada
Email: bookorders@frcna.org;
Tel. (519) 752-4413;
Fax: (519) 751-4470
Website: www.frcna.org
Churches and bookstores can be
invoiced at reduced prices for
bulk quantities of 10 or more.

Faith justifies
the person,
and works

justify his

faith.
Elisha Coles

The applicant will be examined
regarding:
1) His state of grace;
2) His sense of personal call;
3) His knowledge of the
Scriptures and the Three
Forms of Unity.
In case of questions regarding
these prerequisites applicants
are invited to contact the
Secretary of the Committee.
The Theological Education
Committee of the
Free Reformed Churches
Rev. G.R. Procee, Secretary
1120 Old Mohawk Road,
Ancaster, ON L9G 3K9 CANADA
Tel. (905) 648-7822;
Email: grprocee@sympatico.ca

Jan - Nov Receipts
Jan - Nov Budget
Annual Budget
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Blessed Hunger and Thirst
By Rev. J.W. Wullschleger

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:
for they shall be filled.” Matthew 5:6
We are standing at the beginning of a New Year, the
year of our Lord, 2007. Also the New Year is under His
control. In it will be fulfilled part of His purpose with
the world and with your life and my life. May we live by
true faith in Jesus Christ, looking for His glorious appearing at the end of time! May the Lord supply all our
needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus!
The Beatitudes
The text I have chosen for this month’s meditation is
Matthew 5:6. It is taken from a passage spoken by Jesus
at the beginning of His public ministry. It is part of the
Sermon on the Mount, and are the introductory words
at the beginning of the Beatitudes. These Beatitudes are
blessings pronounced upon a certain category of people.
The same people are addressed throughout, but they are viewed from different perspectives.
Nine times Jesus says, “Blessed are…” You could also say: “To be congratulated are those…,”
or even, “Happy are those...” as we find in John 13:17.
What is remarkable about these blessings is that according to the world’s standards these
people are not to be congratulated at all. Blessed are the poor in spirit? Blessed are they that
mourn? Blessed are they who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake”? Are these people to be
envied? Should we be eager to join them?
Who are Blessed?
We are going to focus in particular on the beatitude, “Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.” To some extent we are all familiar with
hunger and thirst. Not that we really know what it is, unless we have been without food for
days or even weeks. Nor do most of us know what real thirst is, as those know who have been
without water for days. Such people are at the point of death. But we can all understand
something of these sensations.
But the hunger and thirst of the text is not for physical food and drink; it is for ‘righteousness.’ Jesus is speaking about the kingdom of heaven! He is speaking about spiritual matters.
The righteousness that is mentioned is the righteousness of God. It is the perfect standard
by which He measures us. It is that righteousness of which God’s Word says that no one is
righteous. They who hunger and thirst for it have seen their own unrighteousness and know
they do not conform to God’s righteousness. Yet, they have an insatiable longing for it. They
thirst for God. Their one desire is to live in peace and fellowship with God whom they have
offended.
Notice that the text is not saying, “Blessed are the righteous.” If that were the case, we
would be undone. For no one answers to the perfect righteousness that God requires from us.
We all have gone astray like sheep. Jesus is saying that they are blessed who long for righteousness. That implies that they do not have it. They are not righteous at all. They are far from it.
They find no good in themselves.
Hungering and Thirsting
Do you see that the requirement is rather low? We can sometimes make the threshold so high
that there is no one who feels he will ever reach that level. There are those who think, “If I had
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only this or knew that, then I would probably qualify. But since I am so unworthy, I
am a nothing really, I do not qualify.”
It is grace when we are made to long for these things. By nature, no one longs for
spiritual things. The unrighteous man is happy living in his sins, and does not want
to quit them. He craves for the things of this world, and keeps craving for them until
he dies. The Pharisee dreams of his own righteousness and is quite satisfied. Neither
of them is longing for God’s righteousness. It is grace already if we are made desirous
for better things.
To be hungry and thirsty is not pleasant. It would be cruel to tell such a person that
he should be happy. Such a person isn’t satisfied until his hunger is stilled and his thirst
quenched. That is the meaning of our text also. Jesus does not call them blessed because
they hunger and thirst as such, but for the satisfaction they will be given. “They shall be
filled.”
The Righteousness of Christ
There is also a category of people who are satisfied with being hungry and thirsty. This
may sound strange, and in natural life it is an absurdity. Some think, however, that
their spiritual hunger and thirst is enough of an indication that they are a child of
God and that they should not be longing for anything else. This is a dangerous state
of affairs. We should not be satisfied with having the marks of grace. No matter how
great a blessing these marks are, in themselves they are insufficient to give peace to our
hearts. The only One who can satisfy us is Christ Himself.
That is also what is meant in our text. They who hunger and thirst shall be filled
with the righteousness of Christ. Those who believe in Him are clothed with Christ’s
righteousness as with a garment. God imputes to them the righteousness of Christ. He
looks upon them as if they had never done any sin and fulfilled all the righteousness
required by God. God does not see sin in them--so complete is their righteousness. By
faith in Christ we become partakers of this great Gospel blessing.
Those who hunger and thirst shall be filled. That is God’s promise. He who created
this hunger and thirst in us will not let His poor, hungry people starve. Let us not
have such cruel thoughts of God. You may come to Him with your hunger and thirst
and He will supply your need! And you may do so time and again.
But what if there is someone who does not have this hunger and thirst? You too
may come to the Lord for hunger and thirst. You may ask Him to make you desirous
for spiritual things. I called our hunger and thirst a condition or requirement. By
that I do not mean that hunger and thirst are a form of payment to God. They are a
condition only insofar as those who seek Christ and His righteousness see their need
of Him. Everyone is invited to come to Him. O, how often we put stumbling blocks
in each other’s way! May nothing hinder us from seeking our righteousness and life in
our Lord Jesus Christ!
Is this a description of a one-time condition? Is Christ speaking about those who
for the first time have come to know Him? Are such people satisfied for all time? The
answer is ‘No.’ Once we know Christ, we keep hungering and thirsting for Him. In
the Beatitudes Jesus is speaking about Christians. As long as we are in this life and we
believe in Him, we keep longing for Him. We must continually flee to Christ.
Every day we must come to Him and receive from His fullness. We cannot live
on the grace we received yesterday. How easily we forget this lesson! How much
we are inclined to live, for instance, on our conversion experience or other spiritual
experience. No matter how good and genuine these things may be, we must live in
continual fellowship with the Person of Jesus Christ. Anything short of that will not
do. Here on earth we are filled in a measure only. We receive enough spiritual food
and drink every day that we need on the way. That is God’s promise also for the New
Year. Only hereafter we will reach perfection and then we will be satisfied forever.
When I in righteousness at last Thy glorious face shall see,
When all the weary night is past, and I awake with Thee
To view the glories that abide, then, then I shall be satisfied.
(Psalter 31:7)
l Rev. Wullschleger is the pastor of the Free Reformed Church of Langley, B.C. l
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GLEANINGS FROM THE CHURCHES l
Margaret Schouls
Our sincere condolences go to pastor Carl Schouls
on the passing away of his dear wife, Margaret. On
Tuesday afternoon, December 5, in her 63rd year, she
passed into the presence of the Lord. A year ago she
was diagnosed with cancer, which progressed quickly.
To say it with pastor Schouls’ own words, “We are
sad beyond words at the loss but, at the same time,
we thank God for releasing her from her suffering….
Just last week she still tried to hum along with some
of the Psalters and hymns we had playing; now she
is in the chorus of those perfect heavenly voices.” He
also added, “We were privileged to have her--me as
husband for 42 years and prior to that as dear friend,
gradually changing into the love of my life since age
13--a total of 50 years we had together.” The funeral
took place in Chatham on Saturday, December 9. Rev.
Pronk conducted the funeral service and spoke on
Isaiah 49:16: “Behold, I have graven thee upon the
palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before
me.” Let us remember pastor Schouls, his two daughters and their families in their sorrow, and may the
Lord uphold and strengthen them above measure.
Solemn Assembly
The consistories of Hamilton and Dundas issued a call
for a Day of Prayer and Fasting--a Solemn Assembly.
The occasion is not due to a specific disaster that occurred on our continent, but more generally the deteriorating spiritual and moral condition of our North
American society, having its impact on the churches,
including ours. The direct occasion for this call were
the addresses given at the Church Day East by Pastor
C. Pronk and Dr. G. M. Bilkes. The need was expressed
for a spiritual revival in the church. If the Lord will be
pleased to pour out His Spirit on the church, this will
impact society for the better. The date for this Solemn
Assembly was set for December 2. Some of the congregations have held this Prayer meeting, others not
yet. Some congregations are considering how to prepare their people, as not every congregation has the
same urgent needs for such a special assembly.
Calgary
The Calgary church plant is moving forward towards
more independence as it started its own consistory meetings on a quarterly basis. The bulletin says,
“Some time was spent considering how best to give
meaningful and practical expression to the oversight
of the Monarch consistory, the local exercise of the
official offices of the church, and the priesthood of
all believers.” The church plant is under the oversight
of the Monarch consistory. Twice per year they will
join the Monarch consistory in their meetings. Pastor
Schoeman will attend and serve as chairman of the
Calgary consistory.

Pastor & Mrs. J.W. Wullschleger, Langley, B.C.
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The Church’s Invisible Enemies
By Rev. C. Pronk

Having just entered another year we are naturally curious about the future. It is safe to assume that
one of the first questions your pastor asked in his New Year’s Day sermon was, “what will the year
2007 bring us?” And his answer most likely was, “we just don’t know but the future is in God’s
hand”. Maybe he quoted Romans 8:28 to reassure us that “all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”
Many Questions
While this is indeed a great comfort for believers, there are still many questions that
God’s people have and cannot help asking.
For instance, what will happen to this world?
Will the tensions between radical Muslims
and the West increase or decrease? Will
Iran take over the Middle East and launch
a nuclear missile strike some day against Israel? And what about North Korea? What is
that madman Kim Jong II up to? What will
happen to the Church worldwide? Will persecutions increase this year? Will secular humanism succeed in removing more ancient
landmarks of biblical religion and morality
in our nation? How will things go in our own
denomination or congregation, in our families and personal lives?
Last year we observed a solemn day of
prayer and fasting in connection with the
growing problem of worldliness among us.
Will this year bring an improvement in this
regard, or are things going to get worse? These
are only some of the questions we have. Although we cannot answer any of them with
any certainty, we fear that there is no warrant
for a more positive prognosis.
Of one thing we can be sure, or actually
two things. 1. the enmity against the Church
of Christ will continue and increase, and 2.
the ultimate victory of that Church is guaranteed.
Let us first take a look at the enemy we
face. Who is our enemy? The answer to that
question may surprise you. We find him
identified in Daniel chapter 10. In this chapter and the two following chapters we have
God’s revelation to his servant Daniel of the
future of Israel and the Church.
A Very Long Prayer Meeting
The chapter opens with Daniel engaged in
prayer and fasting. He is obviously troubled about something. Verse 1 tells us what

prompts him to pour out his heart before
the Lord. “In the third year of Cyrus king of
Persia a thing [or message] was revealed unto
Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar;
and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long and he understood the thing,
and had understanding of the vision.”
The date mentioned here is important.
The message referred to came to Daniel in
the third year of Cyrus king of Persia. That
means it came at the time when according
to the prophet Jeremiah, Israel’s seventy-year
long captivity was coming to an end. Yet the
captives did not show much enthusiasm to
leave Babylon. Cyrus had given permission
to the exiles to return to their own land, but
only a few availed themselves of the opportunity. Most of the Israelites had no intention of
leaving Babylon. Many who had been sheepkeepers in Israel had become shopkeepers in
exile. They were making so much money that
they preferred to stay where they were, rather
than face an uncertain future. But Daniel
knew that they would never enjoy the favour
and blessing of God that way. God’s promise
of restoration would not be fulfilled unless
they returned to their native land.
Besides, the few exiles who had gone back
were having a rough time in Jerusalem. They
had started to rebuild the temple, but powerful enemies who were determined to disrupt
the reconstruction project opposed them.
A Glorious Vision
So Daniel, being greatly concerned about
all this, gathers some of his friends together
(v. 7) at the Tigris River and calls a prayer
meeting. His purpose is to lay hold of God to
encourage and prosper those already in Palestine and to stir up the rest to join them there.
For twenty-one days he pleads with the Lord
to act on behalf of His people. But nothing
seems to happen. The heavens appear as brass,
from which their fervent prayers bounce

back unanswered, and even — as it seems
— unheard. But at the end of that long and
seemingly fruitless prayer meeting an amazing thing happens. Suddenly, there appears
a man dressed in linen with a belt of pure
gold around his waist. His body resembles
a dazzling gem. From his face come flashes
like lightning and his eyes are like flaming
torches. His arms and feet shine like polished
bronze and his voice sounds like the roaring
of a vast multitude of people (vv.4-6).
The description of the vision granted to
Daniel reminds us of a similar vision the
apostle John received on the Isle of Patmos.
What we have here and in the book of Revelation is a Christophany--an appearance of
Christ in the form of a man. The only difference is that while Daniel sees the glorified
Christ before His incarnation, John is granted a vision of the same glorified Lord after
His resurrection and ascension.
A Traumatic Reaction
Daniel’s reaction to this vision of the Lord
of glory is one of overwhelming fear. In his
own words: “There remained no strength in
me for my comeliness was turned in me into
corruption and I retained no strength.” From
verse 7 it appears that this glorious vision
was seen by Daniel alone. The people who
were with him “saw not the vision but a great
quaking fell upon them so that they fled to
hide themselves.”
Thus Daniel is left alone with the second
Person of the blessed Trinity. No wonder all
strength drains out of his mortal body and
his natural colour turns into a deadly pallor.
Falling prostrate to the ground, face down,
he passes out. While in this state of “deep
sleep” a hand touches him and raises him to
his hands and knees. Then a voice, presumably that of the same glorious Person, begins
to speak.
The Saviour addresses him by name and
assures him that he is a man greatly loved by
God. He must give careful attention to what
he is about to hear, and do so standing on his
feet (v.11). Daniel obeys but he is still trembling uncontrollably. The Saviour addresses
him again by name and tenderly reassures
him that there is no need to be afraid because
the Visitor is a Friend and not an enemy
(v.12).
An Encouraging Message
Daniel is now ready to hear the message the
Lord has for him. “Fear not, Daniel,” the
angelic visitor says, and then he explains the
reason for the delay. From the first day you
approached God with your concerns, your
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message came through and I was sent down
to visit you. But the prince of the kingdom
of Persia interrupted and resisted me for
twenty-one days. However, Michael, one of
the chief princes, came to my aid; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. Now I
have come to help you understand what will
happen to your people in the future.
Who is this prince who opposed the Angel of the Lord? It is not the king of Persia.
Not Darius or Cyrus had withstood Christ.
They were kings, but the reference here is to
the prince of the kingdom of Persia. That is
not a human being but an angel and a bad
one at that. To understand this we need to
know what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:20,
namely that when people worship idols, it is
not the idols themselves they are worshipping, whether they realize this or not, but
the demons that stand behind them. Those
demons are the real objects of their worship.
Behind the gods of Persia are supernatural and evil spirits called princes. Satan, the
archenemy of God, assigns to each nation its
own prince who influences the authorities of
that nation to make decisions and take actions that harm the cause of Christ on earth.
In this case the prince assigned to Persia had
moved the Persian kings to support the Samaritans against the small band of faithful
Jews who had gone back to Palestine to rebuild Jerusalem and its temple.
When Daniel learned of the tense situation
in Jerusalem and brought the matter before
the Lord in prayer, God immediately sent
His Angel, who as we saw, was Christ Himself, to come to the rescue. But on His way to
visit Daniel this Angel was challenged by the
prince of Persia. The battle that ensued lasted
a full twenty-one days. The Angel prevailed,
assisted by the archangel Michael whom God
sent to support him in the struggle.
As a result, the evil spirits were no longer
able to influence the Persian authorities in
their decision-making. Instead, Christ and
Michael were now in a position to bring
mental pressure to bear on the Persians to
reverse the earlier decisions to support the
enemies of God’s people.
Some Important Lessons
What can we learn from this rather mysterious chapter? For one thing, we are shown
here who are the real enemies of God and of
His Church. If we only go by the historical
record, we may conclude that the enemies of
the temple re-builders in Jerusalem are the
Samaritans and the Persians who support
them. But the real enemies are the evil spirits exemplified by the prince of the kingdom
6 The Messenger l January 2007

As Paul warns us,
“we wrestle not against
flesh and blood but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world,
against spiritual
wickedness in high places”.
of Persia. Scripture teaches us here and in
many other places that evil, physical powers
are directed by evil, spiritual powers. These
demonic powers influence and penetrate human minds, setting them up against God and
His Anointed Son to harm and destroy God’s
cause on earth.
As Paul warns us, “we wrestle not against
flesh and blood but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6:12). Abraham
Kuyper once said, “If once the curtain were
pulled back and the spiritual world behind it
came into view, it would expose to our spiritual vision, a struggle so intense, so convulsive, so sweeping everything within its range,
that the fiercest battle ever fought on earth
would seem by comparison a mere game.”
So the battle is essentially a spiritual one.
Granted that Persia had such an evil
“prince” whose infernal task it was to stir up
the Persians against God and His people, did
other nations also have such a prince assigned
to them by Satan? Yes, they did. In verse 20
Daniel is told that after the Angel of the Lord
is finished with the prince of Persia he will
tangle with the prince of Greece.
Demonic Powers Today
Do our modern nations also have such a
prince assigned to them? There is no reason
to think they do not. As Herman Veldkamp
writes in his book Dreams and Dictators,
Satan, who is the commander in chief
of the kingdom of darkness, is an outstanding organizer. Nothing is left
to chance in the great war he wages
against the church. He has a number
of assistants who are far more cunning than even the most clever diplomats.… Each one of them is assigned
to a particular country, to be an evil
influence on its people through lies,
propaganda, and other means, with

the overall goal of stirring up hatred of
the church of the Lord (pp.214-215).
We may be sure that the USA has a handpicked prince assigned to it. So does Canada, Great Britain, Germany, Moscow, and
yes Iran (formerly known as Persia)! Where
would prime minister Ahmadinejad get his
intense hatred against the Jews and America,
“the Great Satan”? Ironically, from Satan
himself via one of his infernal princes.
Invisible Defenders
Although we will face many invisible enemies, also in this new year, we may learn
from Daniel 10 that there are also many invisible friends who are fighting for us.
In 2 Kings 6 we read that when Elisha’s
servant sees the Syrian army surrounding the
city of Dothan he cries out in great alarm,
what will we do? Elisha tries to calm him
down. Don’t worry, he says, those who are
with us are far more than those who are with
them. When the servant does not understand, Elisha asks the Lord to open his eyes.
The Lord answers this prayer and the young
man sees that the mountains are full of horses
and chariots of fire.
The same thing happened to Daniel and
his friends. As they were praying, the curtain
dropped that separated them from the invisible spiritual kingdom and they were able
to see the very One to whom they had been
speaking in prayer. That Person was there
all the time--it was not that he suddenly appeared--but Daniel and his friends could not
see him until their eyes were opened. Then
they saw the invisible world of spiritual beings around them and especially this great
Figure whose eyes were like flaming fire and
whose face shone like the sun in its strength:
the Lord Jesus Christ.
May the Lord open our eyes also as we face
the future with all its challenges and dangers.
But such a vision will be granted only to
those who like Daniel have learned by grace
to bring the needs of both church and nation, as well as their personal needs, before
the Lord in heart-felt, penitent and believing
prayer.
Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side,
The Man of God’s own choosing,
Dost ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth His Name;
From age to age the same,
And he must win the battle.

EXPERIENTIAL MATTERS l

A Reflection Upon the New Year1

A Message of God’s Patience

WORD & DEED

By Rev. G. R. Procee

“Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it”
Luke 13:8

The fig tree mentioned by Jesus in this passage is an illustration of every person as he
is by nature. A just verdict was pronounced
against this tree, because it had not borne
any fruit. Actually, it should have been cut
down.
But the tree receives an intercessor in the
person of the gardener. He asks the owner
of the vineyard to give him another year. He
would like to try once more to see if this barren tree would bear fruit. “Let it alone this
year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung
it.”
Here you see our portrait. This tree represents us. If we would only see this!
We were able to enter another New Year.
But could we have blamed God if He had
not allowed us to do so? Could we have said
anything if the tree of our life had been cut
down?
Did many of us not look like this fig tree
in the year that lies behind us? There were
no fruits, none whatsoever! The vinedresser
came to look and did not find any. We were
placed in the vineyard of the Lord to bring
forth fruit, but where is it? Did we only produce leaves?
Examine yourself and ask yourself: did
I bring forth fruits that glorify God? Have
you ever considered what you owe God? Was
your focus on the Lord this past year? God
is entitled to fruits. Because the tree of our
life is planted in God’s vineyard He does no
injustice to man when He asks for fruit. If
this fruit is lacking, this is no reason for God
to drop His demand for fruit.
Considering all this, is it not a miracle that
we were allowed to enter a New Year? Should
it not crush you that God is not tired of you?
Not only did you fail to produce good fruits,
but you brought forth stinking fruits. Yet, in
spite of all this, the Lord is longsuffering and
said: “Let it alone this year.” The Lord does
not withdraw His goodness, even though we
never stop sinning.
But remember this: judgment delayed

does not imply judgment cancelled. If the fig
tree bears no fruit, says the gardener to the
owner: “then after that thou shalt cut it down.”
The final blow will come, and “in the place
where the tree falleth, there it shall be.” But
until this day we are still examples of God’s
longsuffering. The Lord still bears with us.
He carries us and He forbears us. He delays
His judgment. We deserved judgment, but it
was not carried out. But there is more.
God postpones the judgment in order that
He might be able to cancel it! This New Year
is also a time of grace. What are you going
to do with this time, this precious time of
grace? Knock, call, and seek before it is too
late, before there will be no time left. Time
is precious. There are few opportunities left.
And the Lord has no pleasure in your death.
May this New Year, become a really new
year for you, in the sense of a new beginning. What a blessing it would be if our lives
would be changed this year! Our lives cannot stay the same. We must be changed. We
must be made new. We must be converted.
We must be born again!
And you, people of God, it is not because
of your worthiness that you entered a New
Year. It is only because the Lord has carried
you from one day to the next, only because
of the prayer of the great Intercessor who is
seated at the right hand of God. If there were
any fruits on your tree, you must not deny
these, but you need to learn every day again
that they are not produced by you but only
by and through Christ (Hosea 14:8).
That makes you also deeply dependent as
you start another New Year. Your old nature
is against you. What you will be able to offer
the Lord with one hand, you will first have
to receive from Him with the other hand.
Otherwise, you cannot bring forth any Godglorifying fruits either. How this shows our
poverty and dependence on the Lord! How
this ought to humble us! We have nothing of
ourselves. In this life everything has to come
from Another. Blessed are the poor in spirit:
for they will be made rich.

Ministries Canada
International Relief Organization
1-877-375-WORD(9673)
Word & Deed seeks to help people in
need by bringing aid in the name of Jesus
Christ. This is done through spiritual and
physical help.  
Your individual or corporate donation will:
• Bring relief to the hungry, the orphan,
those suffering inhumane conditions,
those suffering from natural disasters.
• Enable people to acquire vocational
training in order that their dependents
are provided for.
• Help communities through provision
of the basic necessities such as water,
medical aid, etc.
• Ensure Christian education, nutrition,
medical attention, and physical provision to a child through child sponsorship.
Word & Deed
P.O.Box 20100, St. Thomas, ON N5P 4H4
If you have any questions about our Organization, please feel free to contact us at
1-519-633-2333
or Toll free at 1-877-375-9673(WORD).
We can also be found on the web at
www.wordanddeed.org and reached via
email at office@wordanddeed.org

Endnotes

1 This meditation is translated from the Dutch, “Het
Eeuwige Woord” (The Eternal Word), Volume III
(p.19), a collection of devotions by Rev. Frans Bakker, minister in the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken
in The Netherlands. It is planned to publish meditations from “Het Eeuwige Woord,” on a continuing
basis, mostly under the rubric, “Experiential Matters.” These meditations from a rather contemporary
author, demonstrate the “experiential” origins and
affinity our churches want to maintain with our roots
and heritage.

l Rev. Procee is the pastor of the Free Reformed
Church of Hamilton, Ontario l
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DISCERNING THE SPIRITS l

The Significance of the Fourth Commandment
for Today (1) A Scriptural Survey
By Rev. David H. Kranendonk

This series of articles on the Fourth Commandment was supplied by Rev. H. Korving, minister of the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerk of Leerdam,
the Netherlands. Since Reformed and Presbyterian Christians differ with Evangelicals on the observance of the Lord’s Day, it is imperative for us to
understand what Scripture and the Reformed Confessions teach on this subject, which is presently being discussed in all Reformed churches, also in
The Netherlands. Because of the relevance of this topic, Rev. David Kranendonk, the facilitator of this column, is presenting this material to help us
“discern the spirits” of our time. C.P.
A Relevant Issue
“Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy!”
Does this commandment have any significance for the Christian Church today? What
is the relation between the Old Testament
Sabbath and the Christian Sunday? The discussion on these and other questions was intensified recently in The Netherlands for at
least four reasons, which have relevance in
North America as well.
1. Society: In many places an increasing
number of shops are permitted to open
their doors on a yet limited number
of Sundays. An increasing number of
sports and music events are organized
on Sundays and attract many people.
Such developments show the decreasing
significance of the Lord’s Day as a day of
rest in society.
2.		 Churches generally: Church attendance
is decreasing in many churches,
especially in the second service, even
among office bearers. Many do not
seem to have a problem with agreeing
to work (occasionally) on the Lord’s
Day. Worship services increasingly aim
at gaining modern man’s appreciation,
rather than giving Christ honour.
“Religious entertainment” seems to have
taken the place of expository preaching.
Instead of seeking to nourish their souls,
Christians increasingly (ab)use this day
for recreation and their own “fun.”
3.		 Reformed Churches-liberated (the Dutch
mother-church of the Canadian Reformed
Churches): Their 1999 Synod had to deal
with an appeal regarding whether the
New Testament Church is bound to
keep the Sunday as the day of rest by a
direct command of God. Synod declared
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that the opinion that the Sunday as a
day of rest is not grounded on a divine
commandment is not to be condemned.
This statement of Synod caused much
discontentment. The denomination’s
publication, Zondag, HEERlijke dag
(Sunday, the Lord’s Magnificent Day)
could not prevent the recent split-off
of concerned members who organized
themselves as “The New Liberated
Churches” (de nieuwe vrijgemaakten).
4.		 Christian Reformed Churches (the
mother-churches of our Free Reformed
Churches): In 2003, their deputies
published a booklet about Sunday
work. They went so far as to state that
the observance of the Lord’s Day is
primarily a matter of the freedom of the
Christian. In this view it is not clear at all
whether there is any relation between the
observance of the Christian Sunday and
the fourth commandment.
These and other reasons call
us to consider the relation
between Sabbath and Sunday. In doing so, we will
consider (1) some passages
from Scripture, (2) some
arguments from history, before we conclude with (3)
a summary of the main arguments that plead for the
relation between the fourth
commandment and the
Lord’s Day.
New Testament Practice
The New Testament does
not give us a clear statement of Christ regarding
the institution of the Sun-

day, unlike that of Baptism and the Holy
Supper. What we do find is that Christ and
His apostles as well as the first Christian Jews
kept the Sabbath. A few hints are given that
Christians did also meet on the first day of
the week (1 Cor. 16:1-2; Acts 20:7-11; Rev.
1:10). Some scholars maximize instances as
if it can be demonstrated without any doubt
that the Christian Sunday had replaced the
Jewish Sabbath. Others minimize the significance of these data of Scripture as if they
cannot serve as proof texts that the Christian
congregations did actually gather together on
the first day of the week.
Yet, especially Acts 20 makes clear that the
most prominent elements of a Christian worship service were present: preaching, prayer,
worship, and Holy Supper. Some scholars
even make a point of the hour of Paul’s departure: preaching till midnight, he left the next
morning, demonstrating thus that he seemed
to observe the first Day as a day of holy rest,
like the Sabbath. Granted that the New Testament does not give a definitive statement
about the replacement of
the Sabbath by Sunday, I
believe we do find the first
steps of a development that
came to a conclusion in
later years.

Does this
commandment
have any
significance for the
Christian Church
today? What is the
relation between
the Old Testament
Sabbath and the
Christian Sunday?

The Old Testament
The institution of the Sabbath day is given by God in
creation. God rested from
all His work on the seventh
day (Gen. 2:2) and He
blessed and sanctified this
day (Gen. 2:3). This day
was to be set apart because
God Himself appointed
this day to be a special
blessing.

Christ came to bring
the true deliverance
and rest, to which the
Sabbath points. His
healing shows
the Sabbath is
meaningless without
His presence and
redemptive work.

In Exodus 20, the
fourth commandment
is founded on the fact
that God gave this day
of rest since creation.
Some scholars question
whether the Sabbath was
meant to be a creation
ordinance for all people
of all ages. They point
out that no mention is
made of Sabbath-keeping during the time of
the patriarchs and conclude the Sabbath was
unknown before the law
was given in Exodus 20.
The books of Judges and Kings also hardly
mention Sabbath-keeping. Does that mean
the Sabbath was not at all kept during those
ages? Of course not! Besides, Exodus 16:25
and 29 indicate that the Sabbath was known
before the law was given. Verse 29 says that
the Lord has given the Sabbath (already). At
Sinai, what was already known from creation
was embedded in the covenant relationship
between God and His people, as a token of
the rest that He was going to prepare for
them after leading them out of Egypt.
More significant Scripture references from
the Old Testament might be discussed, such
as Isaiah 56:1-8 and Isaiah 63:23, but I must
limit myself.
The Relationship between Old and New
Testament
God’s revelation in Scripture has a distinct
structure. The Old Testament was the period
of God’s promise, the New Testament the period of fulfilment, and now we await the final
period of the consummation. This structure is
essential for understanding the relation between the Old Testament Sabbath, the New
Testament revelation and the expectation of
the rest that awaits.
In this light, note how the Lord Jesus dealt
with the Sabbath. He stresses that He, the
Son of Man, did not come to destroy the
law or the prophets, but to fulfil them (Matt.
5:17). This statement makes clear that also
the fourth commandment was never cancelled. The word “fulfil” here means that the
rest, already revealed in the Old Testament
shadows, is now made clear and brought to
its proper end by the atoning work and resurrection of Christ. His resurrection day might
rightly be called a “hinge” in the whole history of redemption.
It inaugurated a new dispensation, which

asked for a new token.
The rest that God promised His covenant people,
of which the Sabbath was
a special token, is now revealed in a new and more
glorious way by Christ
and His Spirit. The rest
to which He leads His
heavy-laden people is the
rest of their soul (Matt.
11:27-29), peace with
God (Rom. 5:1-2) and
the foretaste of the everlasting joy to come (John
5:24).
Significant is that the
risen Lord revealed Himself on the day of
His resurrection in the assembly of His disciples. This cannot be seen as the institution
of the first day as the day of the assembly of
the Christian Church, but nevertheless it is
significant that the risen Lord chose this day
to reveal Himself in the midst of His people
and that He blessed this day by His presence
and sanctified it.
Christ and the Sabbath
Christ’s healings on Sabbath days show how
He brought the Sabbath to its proper goal. In
Luke 13:10-17, Jesus loosed a woman bound
by a spirit of infirmity on a Sabbath. Many in
the synagogue reacted with indignation for
what they considered Sabbath-breaking. The
rabbinical tradition contained in the Mishna
tract of the Sabbath gave an endless list of
cases of what is and is not to be regarded as
work on the Sabbath. For example, a farmer
was allowed to loose his animal for watering, if its rope’s knot could be untied with
one movement. They realized letting animals
starve was wrong and that the fourth commandment speaks of cattle sharing in the
rest.
Now the Lord Jesus makes an interesting
comparison. If God’s command gives the ox
a right to enjoy the Sabbath-rest, if the rest is
a token of God’s care for His covenant people, and if the enjoyment of this rest requires
loosing the bonds for the cattle, why then object to the loosening of the bond that bound
this women for eighteen years already? The
Lord Jesus called her a daughter of Abraham,
a covenant member. Especially the Sabbath
day is given as a day of rest, in which such
may come to enjoy the blessings of the Lord
their God, who loosed their bonds in Egypt
(Ex. 20:2) to lead them to the land of rest,
where they could freely serve Him.

Christ came to bring the true deliverance
and rest, to which the Sabbath points. His
healing shows the Sabbath is meaningless
without His presence and redemptive work.
This women ought to be loosed on the Sabbath rather than on another day. She received
a special blessing on this day and enjoyed the
foretaste of that final Sabbath-joy where no
one will say, “I am sick.”
The passage about Jesus and His disciples
eating corn on the Sabbath day ends with
the important statement: “The Son of man is
Lord even of the Sabbath day” (Matt. 12:8).
There is a relation between Jesus’ invitation
to rest (Matt. 11:27-29) and His Lordship
over the Sabbath. His Lordship means that in
the new dispensation the Sabbath derives its
meaning from His saving work and its focus
is on His glory. His Lordship also includes
the setting aside of legalistic rabbinical interpretations of the observance of this day.
To summarize: there is continuity between
the Old Testament rest of the Sabbath and
the atoning work of Christ in the New Testament. At the same time, there is a certain
discontinuity, because what belonged to the
dispensation of the shadows is no longer necessary when the sun rises. As we hope to see,
this is an important principle in understanding the significance of the fourth commandment in our time.
l Rev. David Kranendonk is the pastor of the
Free Reformed Church of Bornholm, Ontario l
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CHURCH HISTORY l

A Scottish Heritage (2)
By Dr. Lawrence W. Bilkes

Knowledge of history is indispensable to prevent making the same mistakes as made in the past. It also opens up our understanding of present-day
conditions. This is even more true of church history. A recent book by Rev. Iain Murray, well-known church historian with a long-time connection to
Banner of Truth Trust Publications, introduces us to the rich heritage of the Scottish churches and points out lessons to be learned from its history. This
second article continues with a review on the life of Horatius Bonar. Editor.
BOOK REVIEW: A Scottish Christian
Heritage by Iain H. Murray. Published by
Banner of Truth Trust, 3 Murrayfield Road,
Edinburgh EH12 6EL, UK; P.O. Box 621,
Carlisle, PA 17013, USA, 2006; hardback,
403 pages.

PART ONE: BIOGRAPHY (Cont’d)
Horatius Bonar (1808-1889)
Early Life
Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) was a Scottish
Presbyterian minister, one of many during
the Scottish Disruption period, which included his brother Andrew Bonar, ‘Rabbi’
John Duncan, Robert Murray M’Cheyne,
and W. C. Burns. He was born on December
19, 1808, one of five sons and four daughters
to survive infancy. Horatius and his brother
Andrew became Doctors of Divinity and
achieved distinction in the ministry of the
Free Church of Scotland. Their father James
Bonar (1757-1821) was a solicitor in the
Excise Office. Their mother, Marjory, was “a
woman of child-like faith, gentle spirit, and
over-flowing kindness” (p.162). In his later
years Bonar wrote about how much he owed
to his parents.
I thank Thee for a holy ancestry;
I bless Thee for a godly parentage;
For seeds of truth and light and purity,
Sown in this heart from childhood’s earliest age.
Ministry
On November 30, 1837 Bonar was ordained
at Kelso, a Border town 52 miles southeast
of Edinburgh with a population of around
five thousand. His inaugural sermon was on
Mark 9:29: “And he said unto them, This
kind can come forth by nothing, but by
prayer and fasting.” The sermon included on
this note: “…The first thing I ask of you is
your prayers. Not your customary, your general, formal prayers.” “What I ask is your
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unwearied, your believing, your wrestling
prayers. Nothing else will do, for ‘this kind
cometh out by nothing but by prayer and
fasting.’” The keynote that he “struck was,
‘Ye must be born again,’” which “found its
way into many hearts.” Although it “repelled
some … it drew many together in … the
bond of regeneration.’”
Under Bonar’s ministry, the church grew
rapidly. When the Disruption took place
in 1843, he became a minister of the newly
formed Free Church of Scotland, and in that
capacity he continued to serve in Kelso until
1866. During these years he “kept in close
touch with the band of like-minded men-Robert M‘Cheyne, John Milne, Alexander
Somerville and others.” “Their ministry
produced seekers after God…saints of God,
and…servants of God to staff the churches
and missions of Christ at home and abroad”
(pp.166-167).
Those were years of general reviving in several parts of Scotland. In a service in 1840
in Collace, where Bonar preached on Jesus
and the Samaritan woman “who was never
to thirst again as Jesus gave her ‘living water’ (John 4), there ‘was a dead silence in the
congregation, then there was weeping, and
no less than sixty grown-up persons waited
behind. It was the beginning of our first
awakening in the parish.’” In 1841 there
were similar events at Kelso. What stood out
particularly was “the spiritual power, the still
solemnity, the continuous life and action of a
revived church.” The Spirit came particularly
“as ‘rain upon mown grass, as showers that
water the earth.’ Prayer meetings abounded,
and they that feared the Lord spake often one
to another” (p.168).
This work went on for some twelve years
with two helpers, evangelists who traversed
three countries. And the Lord gave fruit.
Horatius’ preaching on the misery of man
was met with anger by some, “but when individuals become angry under preaching it

can be a good sign,” and it was so in certain
cases.
During those years there was a felt need for
“clear evangelistic material.” This led Bonar
to write a lengthy tract in 1838, based on Isaiah 55:1, entitled, “The Well of Living Water.” In 1846 quite a number of tracts were
published in book form under the title Kelso
Tracts. A million copies of the tract, “Believe
and Live” were circulated. “The freeness with
which Bonar pressed an acceptance of the
gospel upon sinners was startling to some,
and offensive to others.” Yet “the message was
the power of God unto salvation” (p.172). In
the course of the years, he published a book
almost annually. Truth and Error was written
to deal with Some of the Controversies of the
Day. In it he attempted to “explain biblical
teaching over against the superficial evangelism … which claimed that the sinner must
co-operate with God in order to be saved.”
While “emphasizing human inability,” he
held “to a definite atonement.” At the same
time he “insisted on the gospel as a message
of universal compassion” (p.173).
Hymns
It was particularly through his hymns that
Bonar’s name came to be known throughout
the English-speaking world. “…With the exception of paraphrases, hymns were not sung
in the church of his childhood,” although
“there was a long Scottish tradition for their
use in families.” He wrote his first hymns
for children in his mission district in Leith.
These included, “I Was a Wandering Sheep”
and “I Lay My Sins on Jesus.” Remarkably,
it was not until 1857that he put his name
to these hymns. Although the first collection
was entitled, Hymns of Faith and Hope, it did
“not have a hymn-book format.” The book
was primarily intended for reading and spiritual meditation rather than singing. His aim
was to put the gospel into very simple words,
for example this verse:

Upon a life I did not live,
Upon a death I did not die;
Another’s life, another’s death,
I stake my whole eternity.
Children’s Ministry
Horatius Bonar’s ministry was characterized
by seriousness, and there was an “element of
reserve in his character.” His ministry had a
distinct appeal to children and young people
(pp.175-179).
In 1864 he was called to the newly formed
Free Church at Grange, a growing district on
the south side of Edinburgh that came to be
named Chalmers’ Memorial Church, which
call he accepted much to the disappointment
of his congregation. On June 7, 1866, he was
inducted into the new charge. Ten years later
there were 700 communicants. “The witness
of the congregation was … extended through
a mission hall in a poorer part of the parish” and often he preached in the open air
(pp.180-181).
His ministry continued to be characterized
by special attention to children. In addition
to the Sunday Schools, he held an evening
service for children once per month, who
filled the body of the church, while adults
were permitted in the galleries (p.183). He
also continued to publish books, much of it
being sermons first preached to his people.
Controversies
Although Bonar was disposed to avoid controversy, after his arrival in Edinburgh in 1866,
he was involved in more than one. “The first
was the so-called ‘Union movement’ between
the Free Church with the United Presbyterian Church.” Although he “had long been an
advocate between believers,” Bonar “believed
that the proposed union would involve doctrinal compromise, and in a motion to the
Presbytery of Edinburgh (February 1868) he
spoke against it.” The “discussion in the Free
Church descended into a prolonged controversy.” When it became clear that the proposed Union “could only be achieved at the
cost of a division within the Free Church itself … the proposal was abandoned in 1873”
(p.184-185).
The second controversy
concerned the singing
of hymns in public worship services. In the 1850s
the United Presbyterian
Church had allowed the
singing of hymns. In 1866
there was an overture at the
General Assembly of the
Free Church. A number of

the leading ministers who had opposed the
Union movement now opposed the overture.
Bonar spoke in favour of allowing hymns,
although he made no attempts to introduce
hymns into public worship.
The third controversy arose in 1873. In his
early years he had been under the influence
of Edward Irving on the subject of unfulfilled
prophecy. His interest in the fulfilment of
prophecy continued throughout his ministry. In 1849 he had founded the Quarterly
Journal of Prophecy and had written extensively in support of the premillennial view
of the Lord’s Second Coming. His views in
this connection, and particularly his support
of the new Evangelism represented by D. L.
Moody, tended to put him out of step with
the older conservatives of the Free Church,
led by Dr. John Kennedy of Dingwall. Kennedy feared that the Arminianism of Moody
and Sankey would bring about a weakening
of the Reformed position of the Scottish
Church.
In evaluating the controversy, Iain Murray
goes to great lengths to be fair to both Bonar
and Kennedy. According to him, “there can
be no doubt that there was an important
doctrinal issue upon which Kennedy and
Bonar disagreed.” Kennedy expressed serious
objection “to Moody’s preaching of ‘immediate salvation’ as though there was no need
for conviction of sin.” He accused Bonar of
“teaching that ‘faith is mere belief, and no
more.’” This, according to Murray, “was a
misunderstanding,” for Bonar “believed the
necessity of conviction.” Bonar, however,
“did not believe that conviction was a qualification required of sinners before the duty of
believing the gospel was pressed upon them.”
“Bonar was not compromising his Calvinism
in supporting Moody’s insistence that the
gospel preaching should look for immediacy
of response.” According to Murray, “there
was more to Kennedy’s criticism of ‘immediate salvation.’” Moody, in “his encouragement of the ‘immediate’ … spoke of the gospel invitation as an expression of the love of
God to all who heard it.” Over against him,
Dr. Kennedy denied the belief of those who
regard ‘the call of the gospel
as expressive of the love of
God to each individual to
whom it is addressed’” (p.
191). Kennedy believed
that “the only love of God
taught in Scripture is the
saving love that must be
traced back to the election
of particular people. Those
who remain unsaved have

In evaluating the
controversy, Iain
Murray goes to
great lengths to be
fair to both Bonar
and Kennedy.

never, therefore been loved.”
What “was of major concern” to Bonar was
that if the invitation to believe “contains no
expression of divine love for the individual
hearer, then some other evidence than that
the invitation to believe is really for him becomes necessary, which evidence can only be
found in his own life.” The result is introspection, “looking for ‘signs of grace’ within
before there can be trust in Christ without”
(pp.191-192).
On this point of the controversy between
Kennedy and Bonar, the Canons of Dort
provide a helpful balance on the call of the
gospel being set forth to everyone, while
still emphasizing the importance of the
marks of grace (I,12). According to Murray, in the Scottish Highlands there was “‘a
tendency to understate the love and freeness
of the Gospel call’” (pp.210-211). Although
Bonar regarded Moody’s emphasis “a necessary corrective,” he “did not justify Moody
in every point.” Murray insists that Bonar
was right on “the central doctrinal point…in
this controversy” (p.192). At the same time
he acknowledges that Kennedy “was right to
be dismayed that his brethren in the south
appeared to make little” of the danger of “the
call for a public ‘decision’ of some kind, to
be followed by attending the inquiry room.”
Bonar did not answer Kennedy’s strictures
on Moody’s evangelicalism, although “he did
express disapproval of ‘hasty or premature
announcement of conversions.’” Subsequent
theological developments in Scotland proved
that Kennedy’s fears against Arminianism
were not unfounded.
Taking “a longer-term view,” Murray
writes that on the one hand, “it cannot be
doubted that the endorsement that Moody
gave to the public appeal was to contribute
to a significant long-term deterioration in
evangelism. Conversion was to become identified with an instant decision made at an
evangelistic meeting” (p.196). On the other
hand, he writes that Dr. Kennedy “was seriously wrong in characterizing the evangelistic movement of 1873-4 as the product of
‘another gospel’” (p.196). Bonar’s “strength
lay in his insistence on the objective facts
and truth of the Gospel, rather than in an
analysis of human experience, or in the skill
with which he laid bare the deceitfulness of
the human heart.” Bonar’s “main teaching
ever was, ‘Look away from self to Christ.’”
On the other hand, Kennedy “was conscious
of the need for stronger emphasis on subjective experience in the region where he ministered. His fears over the entrance of an ‘easy
Continued on page 13
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POSTURES TOWARDS PROVIDENCE 6:

Asaph Mistaking God’s Providence
By Dr. G.M. Bilkes

READ: PSALM 73
The doctrine of providence should make
the believer admire God and stand in awe
of Him. Sadly, however, believers can often
stumble over God’s way in providence. They
mistake God’s hand. Though this is not right,
it is very real. It is so real, that Scripture tells
us honestly how it happens and how believers can recover from such a stumble. But the
most helpful record is not in the book of
Proverbs or the Prophets, as we might expect.
It is the subject of a Psalm. This is fitting,
for in the Psalms God tunes the language of
the heart. God sanctified Asaph’s mistake so
that many of God’s children have recovered
themselves from similar mistakes.
I. The Process of the Mistake
The believer has two principles within him
that are at war with each other. They are the
flesh and the Spirit. This does not mean the
body and the soul. It means the carnal principle and the spiritual principle that vie for
control of his mind, body, and soul. Paul delighted in the law of God after the inward
man; but there was another principle or law
in his members, warring against the law of
his mind, and bringing him into captivity
(Rom 7:23).
Asaph understood this captivity as well,
and the struggle between the flesh and the
spirit within him. In verse 2 he mentions that
his flesh so got a hold of him that he almost
“slipped.” He had begun thinking of God’s
ways according to the logic of the flesh.
Calvin comments that here we have a man
who has “escaped from hell,” and the Puritan
George Swinnock calls Asaph a man who has
been “rescued out of a labyrinth.”
Asaph’s sin was that he looked at the world
from the perspective of the flesh. Deep within him welled up an envy of the foolish (v.3).
Flesh took hold of eye, mind, and emotion,
and soon Asaph was seeing the world from
the perspective of the wicked. Through this
carnal outlook, Asaph cast aspersions on
God’s goodness, His providence, and the equity of His actions.
Asaph’s mind constructed a weigh-scale
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with two sides. In the one side, he put the
condition of the wicked, one of outward of
prosperity (vv. 3-12); on the other side, he
put the condition of the godly, one of outward adversity (vv.13-14). On the basis of
this comparison, Asaph makes an ungodly
conclusion: “Verily I have cleansed my heart
in vain, and washed my hands in innocency”
(v.13).
We can learn from this that believers can
mistake God’s providence. In the struggle
between flesh and Spirit within them, the
flesh can gain the upper hand. This is sin;
it is wrong, but it is also real. Once Luther
was despondent about how the Reformation
was going--he thought all was lost. To make
her point forcefully, his wife Katie closed all
the shutters of their house, which was a sign
of mourning. When Luther noticed what
she had done, he asked: “What is wrong?
Has someone died?” Katie responded: “The
way you are talking, one would think that
God had died.” Luther understood that he
had been thinking in such a fleshly way. Like
Asaph, he had mistaken God’s providence.
Luther too could have said: “My feet had
well-nigh slipped.”
II. The Discovery of the Mistake
Though Asaph mistook God’s providence,
God graciously made him discover his mistake. When you read verses 13 to 14, you see
a man that is slipping. But
in verse 15, he begins to recover his balance. Some unseen hand took Asaph and
prevented him from falling
completely.
It is interesting to note
how Asaph’s thoughts shift.
He turns to think of God’s
children and realizes he
has sinned. Verse 15 reads:
“If I say, I will speak thus;
behold, I should offend
against the generation of
thy children.” Notice, first
of all, how he begins to address God. He says: “thy

children.” Until this point, he had simply
been speaking to himself. His thoughts had
been multiplying, but he had not taken God
into account, or directed his cares to Him.
Then, however, his orientation began to
change: he began to look upward. But secondly, he thought of God’s children. He realized that what he was saying would offend
God’s children and to offend God’s children
would be to offend God Himself.
From this we can learn that it is helpful
to know and watch God’s children, especially
those who have served the Lord faithfully
for many years. Asaph realized that when he
said that he had served God in vain (v.13),
he was thereby sinning against all those who
had served God in sincerity and truth. He
was implying that they were vain and their
service of God had been vain. He shrank
back from that conclusion. Perhaps he had
had a father or a mother or others, of whom
he knew: they had feared God. God meant
more to them than everything else. And now
he was saying in effect that their fear of God
had all been in vain. They should have been
like the wicked and sought prosperity in the
world. God can use his children, even the
thought and memory of God’s children, to
help cure us of doubts and sinful mistakes.
Do we realize enough how wrong it is to offend God’s children?
Asaph’s mind is all tied up in a knot, as
it were. He says: “When
I thought to know this, it
was too painful for me”
(v.15). Reasoning by itself, without faith, cannot
get us spiritually where
we need to be. If a child
of God tries it by reasoning, there will be only pain
(v.15).
Asaph needed the sanctuary. With pain of mind and
heart, he went the way to
the sanctuary. How often
God’s children come with
their pain to the sanctuary!
It’s the best place to bring
it. Calvin wrote: “Until

The doctrine of
providence should
make the believer
admire God and
stand in awe of
Him. Sadly,
however, believers
can often stumble
over God’s way in
providence.

CHURCH NEWS l

Combined Consistories’ Meetings
While we as churches have for several years held synodical discussions on the idea of implementing a classis system, synod has always hesitated because
a full classis system could affect the representation of every local church at the synod (instead of local consistories delegating to synod, classis would
delegate from its body members to synod). As a way to ‘test’ the idea of a classis again but without the full implications of a classis system, Synod 2006
agreed that for three years the churches of the East and the churches of the West should hold yearly ‘Combined Consistories’ meetings for the purpose of
discussing especially the spiritual welfare of the churches and any discipline matters needing to be addressed.
REPORT OF CONGREGATIONS EAST
On Tuesday, November 28, at 9:30 a.m.,
twenty-eight delegates from the fourteen Free
Reformed congregations of the East (Michigan, New Jersey and Ontario) assembled
together in the meeting room of the Dundas Free Reformed Church for the first annual Combined Consistories Meeting. These
meetings, to be held from now on the first
Tuesday in December, are a trial experiment
for our churches struggling with the fact that
as we grow as denomination, even if ever so
slowly, we need opportunities more than our
yearly synod meetings to consult with each
other and offer advice to one another as local congregations. In denominations of larger
size (and even in our past history as churches), the use of a ‘classis’ system allows for this
opportunity--classis being an intermediate
assembly between the local congregations
and the synod. Hence the present gathering
on November 28 (the churches of the West
held their own meeting later in the week, as
is reported below).
Executive and Credentials
The calling church of Bornholm supplied the
chairman, Rev. D.H. Kranendonk, while the
vice-chairman was elder Wayne Schoeman
of Brantford, the next church in the alphabetical order; and the secretary was George
Brink of Chatham, again the next church
in the alphabetical order. After singing from
Psalter 247, stanzas1 and 2 and Psalter 246,
Rev. Kranendonk read from Psalm 90, led in
prayer, and gave a brief meditation on verses
16 and 17. He emphasized that as churches
we need to look for and pray for the work
and the glory and the beauty of the LORD, at
this time and for generations to come.
Next, credentials were presented and attendance taken. Noticeable was the absence
of several of our senior ministers for various
reasons, and especially the absence of Rev.
Schouls, due to the declining condition of
his wife. Present also were several consistory
members from various congregations, delegated as alternates and therefore observers
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to the day’s proceedings.
Agenda
Most of the day was spent hearing Article
41 reports from the various congregations.
Our churches are blessed to be able to meet
regularly every Lord’s Day to hear the faithful preaching of the Word, and that preaching is bearing fruit through the Spirit’s application. The various reports testified many
times to congregational growth and maturity
in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. As churches we may be thankful
for the opportunities to serve the Lord freely,
to instruct our children and young people
in the ways of God and to reach out into
the communities in which we live as well as
abroad with the precious Gospel of the Lord
Jesus. At the same time, repeatedly it was
mentioned that churches and consistories
struggle with serious concerns and discipline
matters involving especially sexual sin and
marital breakdown, spiritual lethargy among
some and a general problem with ever encroaching worldliness throughout the body
of Christ.
There was an overture from the Hamilton
Free Reformed Church proposing to employ
Candidate Jason Keuning as an evangelist in
the Toronto area or wherever an opportunity
will open up for evangelistic outreach. It was
decided to appoint a committee consisting
of representatives from the six neighbouring
churches: Brantford, St. George, Dundas,
Hamilton, Vineland and Fenwick, plus two
members of the Home Missions Committee.
This committee will explore various options
as to location, funding, calling church, etc. in
consultation with Jason Keuning.
Several reports pointed to the real need for
a time of solemn assembly and earnest calling on God to revive His church in the way
of true faith and repentance. As office bearers too, the discussions brought home how
much we need to be filled with heavenly wisdom and grace to carry out the work of the
Lord in a faithful and compassionate manner.

Closing
Discussions concluded around 5:00 p.m. and
after the singing of Psalter 163, the Secretary,
George Brink, closed in prayer, commending
the churches and consistories and pastors to
the Lord, pleading also for His blessing on
our denomination.
Special thanks to the Bornholm ladies for
providing the noon meal and the buns for
the ride home. Special thanks as well to the
chairman and the executive for ably leading
the meeting. One thing stands out the whole
day and only further emphasizes the need
that we continually pray the opening words of
the meeting: “Let thy work appear unto thy
servants, and thy glory unto their children.
And let the beauty of the LORD our God be
upon us; and establish thou the work of our
hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands
establish thou it” (Ps. 90:16,17).
Reporter: Rev. Joel Overduin, Pastor of the Free
Reformed Church of Mitchell, Ontario
REPORT OF CONGREGATIONS WEST
The meeting convened on Friday, December 1, at 7:30 p.m. in the Emmanuel Free
Reformed Church of Abbotsford. The chairman, Rev. H. Overduin, remarked that this
was not the first time that the consistories of
the West meet, but it is the first time that they
meet in this official fashion. He welcomed
the delegates from the congregations of Abbotsford, Bellevue, Chilliwack, Lacombe,
Langley and Monarch, including office bearers from the Calgary church plant. Beside the
two voting delegates per congregation, many
of the other office bearers were present, so
that we gathered with around 25 men.
Opening Exercises
Pastor J. Greendyk presented the opening
devotions from 1 Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord.” Pastor
Overduin read the formula for the Public

Declaration of Agreement with the Three
Forms of Unity. It was agreed that in the future the consistories will have proper credentials, since this is an ecclesiastical gathering.
After adoption of the agenda appointments
were made. Pastor K. Gangar was appointed
as vice-chairman. As a rule, the chairman of
the next calling church will be the vice-chairman of the current meeting. The clerk of
the calling church, brother Bert Kleyn, was
appointed as clerk for this meeting. Brother
Karl Noordam was made archivist of the
Combined Consistories. Pastor J. Schoeman
was appointed to write a press release, whereas Pastor J.W. Wullschleger was assigned to
write a report for The Messenger.
Agenda
The brothers discussed the main agenda
item for this evening, a proposal from the
Monarch consistory to interview brother
Hank Van der Woerd and give him a license
to speak an edifying word in the Calgary
church plant, according to Article 3 a-e of
the Church Order. This request was denied;
the main objection being that this procedure
would bypass synod, which has not delegated
this authority to the combined consistories.
Instead, a motion was adopted affirming
brother Van der Woerd as a brother in the
Lord, acknowledging his gifts, and encouraging him to re-apply for the ministry via the
Theological Education Committee.
For the remaining time some miscellaneous items were discussed. Travel expenses
will be divided evenly among the churches. A
general pulpit exchange will take place on the
Lord’s Day after the combined consistories meeting. Visitors are welcome
to attend the meeting, except for executive sessions.
Also, every combined
meeting will contain time
for instruction, in the style
of an elders and deacons
conference. Topics will be
discussed that are of interest and importance for the
office bearers.
Infant Baptism
Presentation
The next day, Saturday,
December 2 the meeting
reconvened at 8:30 a.m.
After opening devotions by
Pastor J. Schoeman, Pastor Gangar introduced a
topic on Infant Baptism.

He presented eight arguments in favour of
this practice: 1. One of the closest relationships God has instituted is the family; 2. In
all the covenants God has ever made, children have always been a part; 3. There is only
one covenant of grace, although differently
administered; 4. Baptism has come in place
of circumcision as the sign and seal of God’s
covenant; 5. In Scripture we have five cases
of household baptisms; 6. The argument,
“There is no direct verse in Scripture commanding Infant Baptism” is not a sufficient
argument against it; 7. The place given to
children in the New Testament in passages
such as Matthew 19:14, 1 Corinthians 7:14,
and Ephesians 6:1-4. 8.
The biblical order of ‘first faith, then
baptism’ is a logical order, not necessarily a
chronological order. It speaks to the situation
on the mission fields where adults come to
faith before they are baptized. The discussion on this topic focused much on ‘the age
of discretion’ at which children are ready to
make a public confession of faith. It was also
acknowledged that baptism and the Lord’s
Supper are different sacraments, and that
therefore infant baptism does not lead to
paedo-communion.
Internet Radio Presentation
During the lunch break John Van Geest from
the Chilliwack Free Reformed Church gave a
presentation on the modem radio, also called
Internet radio. The advantages of this system
are that they are user friendly, and one does
not need to have a computer in order to listen
to the worship services. He gave also information about Church record
(www.churchrecord.com),
a website which enables
churches to broadcast their
sermons over the Internet.

Behold, bless ye the
Lord, all ye servants
of the Lord, which
by night stand in
the house of the
Lord. Lift up your
hands in the sanctuary, and bless
the Lord. The Lord
that made heaven
and earth bless thee
out of Zion
PSALM 134

Afternoon Session
Pastor Lewis concluded
the lunch--prepared by he
ladies from the Abbotsford
congregation--by
devotions and a short meditation on Psalm 66:18, “If
I regard iniquity in my
heart, the Lord will not
hear me.”
During the afternoon
session the consistories
read their Article 41 reports. There are reasons
for thankfulness, but also
concerns were expressed.
In general, the congrega-

tions struggle with a declining church attendance during the afternoon services. Also,
some cases of church discipline had to be
dealt with. In addition, practical questions
were discussed, such as the matter of widows
in the congregation being permitted to vote
for office bearers, presenting single nominations for office bearers, and allowing regular
visitors from Reformed Baptist persuasion to
attend the Lord’s Supper. The overall consensus on this last point was that a consistory
can allow them to attend up to three or four
times after which the people themselves have
to make a decision whether or not to become
a member.
Discussion Items
During the morning and part of the afternoon the following items were discussed:
1. Asian ministry in British Columbia. Pastor Gangar hopes to speak for the Sikh
community in the West on Saturday, December 16.
2. The Western churches adopt the Alberta
Youth Camp (Blue Bronna Wilderness
Camp) to become the youth camp for the
West. We will request to place this under
the supervision of the Youth & Education Committee. The churches are urged
to encourage their youth to attend this
annual camp.
3. A Refugee Ministry update is given by
pastor Wullschleger. The Refugee Committee is requesting the churches to
schedule a collection to support a part
time administrator.
4. With regard to a letter from the Home
Missions Committee, it was decided to
leave it with the local consistories to consider collections for ‘India Missions.’ Pastor Gangar offers to devote 2 1/2 days per
week to reaching out to the Sikh community in Western Canada. In the short
term, the focus will be on mastering the
language and producing materials in the
Punjabi language with a view to begin airing radio broadcasts in September 2007.
5. The Abbotsford consistory is asked to organize a Church Day West for next year.
6. Combined consistories meetings will be
held every third Friday and Saturday of
November. Our next meeting is scheduled for November 16 and 17, 2007.
Pastor Wullschleger closed the meeting with
Scripture reading and prayer, after which we
sang the doxology.
Reporter: Rev. J.W. Wullschleger, pastor of the
Free Reformed Church of Langley, B.C.
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NAPARC
North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council
A report on a visit by Free Reformed Church delegates
By Connor J. Keuning

What is NAPARC?
NAPARC is a council of American and Canadian Presbyterian and Reformed churches
that meets every year for the purpose of exchanging information, reporting on its member activities, and encouraging fellowship.
The official basis of this council is expressed
in this statement: “Confessing Jesus Christ as
only Saviour and Sovereign Lord over all of
life, we affirm the basis of the fellowship of
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches to be
full commitment to the Bible in its entirety
as the Word of God written, without error
in all its parts and to its teaching as set forth
in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic
Confession, the Canons of Dordt, the Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Westminster Larger and Shorter Catechisms. That
the adopted basis of fellowship be regarded
as warrant for the establishment of a formal
relationship of the nature of the council, that
is, a fellowship that enables the constituent
churches to advise, counsel, and cooperate in
various matters with one another and hold
out before each other the desirability and
need for organic union of churches that are
of like faith and practice.”

Instructors at Farel (l-r): Rev. Meine Veldman,
Dean Daniel Timmer, Dr. Jason Zuidema.

Who are Its Members?
The members of this council and the number
of members are:		
• Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church
(ARPC) - 40,573
• Eglise Refomee du Quebec (Reformed
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Church of Quebec - ERQ) - 300
• Free Reformed Churches of North
America (FRCNA) - 4,312
• Korean American Presbyterian Church
(KAPC) - 55,585
• Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC)
- 27,989
• Presbyterian Church in American (PCA)
- 331,126
• Reformed Church in the United States
(RCUS) - 4,111
• Reformed Presbyterian Church of North
America (RPCNA) - 6,395
• United Reformed Churches in North
America (URC) - 20,700
This year’s meeting took place in Montreal on
November 14 and 15, the Reformed Church
of Quebec being its host. Beside member delegates there were observers from the Canadian Reformed Churches (CanRC), Heritage
Reformed Congregations (HRC) and the
Presbyterian Reformed Church (PRC). At
this meeting we were accepted as members,
and given voting rights. Rev. G.R. Procee,
Rev. C. Pronk and I were the FRCNA delegates. The Heritage Reformed Congregations
presented their application for membership,
which was unanimously endorsed by the
Council. Applications for membership need
approval by the General Assembly or Synod
of each NAPARC member. Dismissal from
membership requires the same process. A few
years ago, we as observers, witnessed the dismissal of the Christian Reformed Churches,
primarily because it had opened up the offices to women.
Meetings With Other Churches
This annual venue allows for opportunities to
dialogue with some of the delegates of other
churches during meals, coffee breaks and before or after the official NAPARC meetings.
We took advantage of this by meeting with
Rev. Michael Ives and Elder Vince Gebhart
of the Presbyterian Reformed Church. You
may recall that this denomination was started
in the 1960s with the help of Professor John

In the library of Farel Reformed Seminary.

Murray. Rev. G. Hamstra served their Toronto congregation for twelve years before joining the FRCNA. Rev. Ives, who was trained
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary,
and Dr. William Young have preached in our
churches. There was a strong mutual desire
for closer ties as we have much in common
despite our different backgrounds.
We also met with three ministers of the
Canadian Reformed Churches and had a
cordial but frank discussion about some
misleading and disparaging articles written
about our churches in The Clarion by Canadian Reformed ministers. The CanRC brothers shared our concern and dismay and encouraged us to respond in The Clarion. We
met three delegates of the United Reformed
Churches and agreed to resume our meetings and to continue our discussions where
we had left off, i.e. on the appropriation of
salvation. We suggested the desirability of a
conservative Reformed institution of higher
learning in Ontario, which we as churches of
the Reformation need to come together on;
they wholeheartedly agreed. Our committee
had decided to slow down the talks with the
URC and CanRC and await the outcome of
the implementation of their merger plans,
which are taking longer than initially expected.
Reports From the Churches
While listening to the report of each member church, which was followed by prayer,
we noticed a number of varying character-

We are thankful
to be admitted
as a member of
NAPARC.

istics. First of all there is the
vast difference in size, ranging
from about 300 members in
the ERQ to some 330,000
members in the PCA. Next,
ethnicity--some
churches
trace their roots to Scotland
and Ireland, some to Germany, and several to The Netherlands. The KAPC consists of many recent
immigrants from Korea. Their struggles as an
immigrant church are not unlike our early
history here in North America. Thirdly, the
age; for example, while the ERQ and URC
are very young, the ARPC was founded in
1782, the RPCNA in 1743, while the RCUS
was formed in 1725. This goes back to the
days of Theodorus Frelinghuysen, the pious German-Dutch pastor who is considered a forerunner to the Great Awakening!
Fourthly, the formation of the churches varied greatly.
Some churches were at one time very large,
but since have had large segments of their
church join liberal denominations. Others left
larger denominations because of compromises in doctrine or practice. Fifthly, we noticed
a remarkable difference in the membership
profile; where the churches originating from
The Netherlands have a much larger percentage of baptized youth. One wonders what
the cause is; perhaps the “Dutch” churches
have larger families, or young people make
confession of faith later in life, or more youth
is retained because of our Christian schools.
It is perhaps no surprise then that much
concern was expressed about retaining the
youth of the church. It gladdens us that there
seems to be a renewed interest in Psalm singing. The RPCNA has always been an exclusive “a cappella” Psalm-singing denomination. The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
reported on an extensive study carried out on
the “New Perspective on Paul.” The RCUS
had conducted similar studies a year or so
earlier. Some churches have un-ordained
deaconesses, which is quite common in Presbyterian churches in Korea. All report an increase in mission and evangelism activities.
Remarkably, the RCUS, a church of German origin, was at one time part of Classis
Amsterdam along with the early Dutch Reformed churches in 17th century America.
This denomination is the only non-Dutch
denomination in North America that holds
to the Three Forms of Unity.

inary of the ERQ. The seminary was founded by men
who felt a great need for biblical and Reformed theological education in Quebec. We
met in an old, former United
Church building, where the
seminary rents some rooms.
We were warmly welcomed
by three of their current professors, Dr. Dan
Timmer (formerly of the Grand Rapids
HRC), Dr. Jason Zuidema (formerly of the
Chatham FRC) and Rev. Meine Veldman
(formerly of the Springford RCA). Dr. Timmer is the Academic Dean, and Professor of
Biblical Studies. Rev. Veldman, Professor of
Church History, is pursuing Ph.D. studies
at the University of Toronto. Dr. Zuidema is
Professor of Church History and Director of
Development. They are assisted by Rev. Jean
Zoellner, who is Professor of Missions and
Evangelism. All, except Dr. Timmer, are fulltime pastors of small congregations. Courses
are offered in French and English. The seminary has recently been accredited by the Association of Reformed Theological Schools
(ARTS). The seminary receives financial support from a variety of Reformed and Presbyterian churches. We admire the zeal of these
young men. The seminary is governed by a
board of six volunteers, four from the ERQ.
Our churches are invited to participate on
this board as well. We should consider supporting this seminary in one way or another.

Farel Reformed Theological Seminary
While in Montreal we, accompanied by our
wives, Etty, Ricky and Susan, visited the sem-

l Mr. Connor Keuning is the Secretary of the
External Relations Committee and a member
of the Hamilton Free Reformed Church. l

Conclusion
We are thankful to be admitted as a member of NAPARC. While the goal of eventual
union in most cases may seem unattainable
with these churches, as well as those with
whom we have developed an ecclesiastical
relationship, we do not wish to preclude this
ideal in our dialogue with other Reformed
and Presbyterian denominations. We disagree with those who emphasize federal
unity over true spiritual unity, and who wish
to bring churches together prematurely, hoping to sort out the differences after “the marriage.” On the other hand, we as churches of
the Secession may be too complacent about
the brokenness of the Church of Christ. As
External Relations Committee we wish to
encourage our congregations to multiply private and public prayer to heal this brokenness
and to implore God’s gracious intervention
in the way of revival and reformation.

TEACHERS NEEDED
THE HERITAGE REFORMED CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL OF HULL, IOWA
invites applications from qualified elementary, middle school, and high school teachers for the school year beginning August
2007. We currently offer grades K-8 in a
multi-grade setting. Our plans are to add
Grade 9 in the Fall 2007 with the intent to
have all 12 grades in four years, D.V.
Please submit your resume, statement of
faith, and philosophy of education to
Doug Post, 2787 360th Street
Rock Valley, Iowa, 51247, U.S.A.
Tel. 712-722-4258; Fax: 712-722-8859
Email: doug.post@interstates.com
JORDAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
is inviting applications for teaching
positions for the school year beginning
September 2007.
We are a small, K-12 school, located in a
scenic, rural area in the Niagara Peninsula,
just outside St. Catharines, Ontario.
We are looking to fill Elementary and Secondary positions with committed, qualified teachers of Reformed background. If
you are an active learner, with a passion
to teach and a warm heart for children, we
would like you to consider how you would
fit into our teaching team.
Please send a copy of your resume, with a
cover letter, Philosopy of Education, and a
Statement of Faith to
Jordan Chrstian School
4171 15th Street, Jordan Station, Ontario
Canada, L0R 1S0
jcschool@talkwireless.ca
Attention: Mr. Mark Fintelman, Principal,
or Mr. Ron Brouwer,
Education Committee Secretary
REHOBOTH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Copetown, Ontario
is looking for staff members to start in the
2007-2008 school year.
Secondary: English, French, Music,
Technology courses.
Part-time School Secretary.
Applicants please send a cover letter and
resume to the attention of:
Mr. Jack Westerink - Principal
198 Inksetter Road P.O. Box 70,
Copetown, Ontario L0R 1J0
Tel. 905-627-5977; Fax 905-628-4422
Email: jwesterink@rehoboth.on.ca
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www.frcna.org

the Achi language. In this way the needs on
the Mission field can be made known to the
denomination and kept close to our hearts so
that we do not forget them in our prayers or
with our financial support.

By Hans VanDoodewaard

Congregations
The sixth section is titled “Congregations”
and this is where all of the churches in the
denomination are listed in alphabetical order
along with their street location on a map.

Some of you may be wondering what the title of this article means and others will immediately
recognize that this is a website address. It is not just any website; it is the official Free Reformed
Churches of North America website. The primary purpose of this website is to spread the Gospel
Message and secondarily to introduce you to our churches and to provide you with other useful
information.
Why A Free Reformed Website?
The World Wide Web has a large influence
in the homes and minds of those who have
a computer and Internet access. It is a sphere
that is largely unregulated and where few of
the virtues and all of the vices of mankind
are on display for anyone to find. It is also in
this area of life that we as a denomination,
churches and individuals are called to be a
light and to proclaim what Jesus, speaking
about Himself, said; “I am the light of the
world. He that followeth me shall not walk
in darkness, but shall have the light of life”
(John 8:12). This forms the foundation as
to why we even have a denominational website.
Who We Are
The website has sixteen different sections arranged along the left side of the homepage.
The first section is called “Who We Are” and
under this heading there is brief overview of
the history of the Free Reformed Churches
of North America from the Reformation onward to the present. This section is especially
useful for those who may not be too familiar
with the roots of the Free Reformed Churches or those of us who just need to brush up
on the details.
View of Scripture
The second section is entitled “The Holy
Bible” and it demonstrates that we hold to a
high view of the Bible. The Scriptures do not
just contain the Word of God; they are the
Word of God. We regard the Scriptures as the
revelation of God and His infallible Word.
“All Scripture,” that is every text of Scripture, has been inspired by the Holy Spirit,
“and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). The Bible is completely
true and trustworthy. God gave the Bible to
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the church to give clear direction on all matters of faith and life for every period of time.
Therefore we must be receptive to the Bible’s
call to repentance, faith, worship, obedience,
and perseverance. This is one of the ways that
a true church can be recognized; its faithful
declaration and obedient receiving of the
Scriptures as the complete Word of God.
Creeds
The third section is called “Creeds”. As Free
Reformed Churches we fully subscribe to the
following historic Reformed creeds: (i) the
Belgic Confession of Faith (1561); (ii) the
Heidelberg Catechism (1563); and (iii) the
Canons of Dort (1618-1619). We believe
that these three, called the Three Forms of
Unity, in all respects agree with the Word
of God. We also fully subscribe to the three
creeds of the early church: (i) the Apostles’
Creed (+-150 A.D.); (ii) the Nicene Creed
(381 A.D.); and (iii) the Athanasian Creed
(500 A.D.).
Ministries
The fourth section is titled “Ministries.” This
section includes our Home Mission and
Church Plants as well as our Evangelism efforts such as the Radio Broadcast.
Missions
The fifth section is called “Missions”. We
are currently engaged in a mission endeavour in Cubulco, Guatemala, a small village
about 65 kilometres (or 40 miles) north of
Guatemala City. On October 1, 1995 a new
church, Iglesia Reformada de Cubulco, was
instituted there. At the Iglesia Reformada de
Cubulco three worship services are held every week. The Saturday evening service is in
Spanish and Achi, with the message delivered
in Spanish and translated into Achi. The Sunday morning worship service is conducted in

News and Events
The seventh section, “News and Events” is
where the announcements for various church
related events are posted. Anyone from our
denomination can submit an event to the
webmaster for approval with the provision
that it be Free Reformed church related.
Resources
The eighth section is “Resources” and this
contains many online resources and downloadable files such as the recent Church Day
Speeches.
Banner of Truth
The ninth section is entitled “Banner of
Truth” and this is where the main focus of
our denominational evangelism has been on
the radio ministry program entitled “The
Banner of Truth Radio Broadcast.” This fifteen-minute program is aired each Sunday
on various radio stations in the U.S.A and
Canada and also internationally as far away
as India and China on short-wave. Currently
Rev. Hans Overduin is the radio pastor.
The Messenger
The tenth section is the “Messenger” which
is the official monthly publication of the Free
Reformed Churches of North America. Issues from 1994- 2005 are currently available
for viewing and downloading and more will
be added soon.
Sermons
The eleventh section is called “Sermons”
and there are now approximately forty-four
available for downloading. These can be used
profitably for personal study or as Reading
Sermons.
The Psalter
The twelfth section is called “The Psalter” and
contains only the words, without the musical
score, for the four hundred and fifty songs in
the Psalter.

Youth Messenger
The thirteenth section is entitled “Youth
Messenger”. It is here that this official publication directed to the youth of our congregations which, is published in the Spring and
Fall of each year, can be found.
Search
The fourteenth section is called “Search”. This
is a search engine that allows you to type in
a word or combination of words that you
may be interested in finding more information about. Once the engine has completed
searching, the results will be displayed. You
can then select the article you are interested
in, which includes the term you were looking
for, from the list.
Links
The fifteenth section is entitled “Links” and
here you can find the links to these websites:
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, De
Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (CGKN), International Conference
of Reformed Churches (ICRC), Christian
Classics Ethereal Library, Reformed Internet
Ministries, Rehoboth Christian School, and
Word & Deed Ministries.
Contact Us
The sixteenth and last section is called “Contact Us” and this is where if you have any
questions or comments about the design or
operation of this website, you are asked to
please contact the webmaster via email at
webmaster@frcna.org.
Statistics
Some of the more interesting statistics that are
generated by the website are as follows: that
for all of 2005 there was an average of 383
visitors per day with a total of 140,189 visitors
per year. Currently for 2006 (Jan-Oct) there
was an average of 934 visitors per day for a
total of 290,474 visitors. The four areas on the
website with the most visitors included the
home page, the Banner of Truth, the Messenger and the Bible.
So there is much to be thankful for in that
we can have a presence on the Internet. May
it be that many may continue to read the
Word and follow after Christ and so receive
that light of eternal life!
l Mr. Hans VanDoodewaard is a member of
the Free Reformed Publication Committee and
serves on its subcommittee dealing with communications. He is also an elder in the Free Reformed Church of Fenwick, Ontario. l

PA S S I N G O F A

Ministers’ Helpmeet
By Frederika (Ricky) Pronk

Society and family life are blessed when the created order of man as head and woman as helper
and companion function in a godly and harmonious manner. Such relationships give glory to God
but also enrich the church and its witness to the world. It is not often that such a relationship
is severed when a minister still actively serves the church in ministry, certainly not in the Free
Reformed Churches. Such was the case, however, when on December 5, 2006, the Lord took away
Margaret Schouls from her husband, pastor Carl Schouls, her children, grandchildren, relatives,
friends and church members who loved her much. The following describes her life, taken mostly
from the biography on the funeral program by Pastor Schouls.
Margaret was born to Rev. and Mrs. J. Tamminga, one of the pioneer ministers of the
Free Reformed Churches, in a parsonage in
Enschede, the Netherlands on Sunday, August
1, 1943. In the fall of that year she was miraculously spared during a bombing raid that took
many lives all around their house. The room in
which she was fast asleep suffered no damage
while the rest of the house was full of broken
glass, plaster, etc. At the age of 8 she immigrated with her parents to Chatham when her
father accepted the call to this church. After
6 years in Chatham she spent the next 6 split
evenly between the Free Reformed parsonages of Toronto and Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Although life in a parsonage had not been
her choice because she had seen the self-denial it required of her parents, and she always
avoided the limelight as much as possible, the
Lord made her willing to follow her husband,
Carl Schouls, when in 1972, eight years into
their marriage, he was called to study for the
ministry. She lovingly supported him during 6
years of studies and in Free Reformed parsonages in Mitchell (1978-84), Vineland (1984-99)
and Chatham.
‘Minister’s daughter’ and ‘minister’s wife’
do not tell the full story of Margaret’s public
life. Prior to marriage she worked in various offices and after the children were in school, for
a twelve-year period in Vineland, she drove a
school bus--a number of years with developmentally handicapped people who loved her
and showed their affection, sometimes rather
vigorously (she called them, whatever their
age, “my kids”) and also for Heritage Christian
School. Her ready smile and good nature made
an impression on all, also school children!
Those who knew her, realize that she was
never the type of minister’s wife to take a publicly leading function, but she was a strong, gentle and stable woman of faith. She stayed the
course, no matter what obstacles came along.
She would not like this said about her—such
was her character—but we believe it honours
God to say that she was given unique gifts of

quiet kindness, unassuming guidance and the
type of unfailing love described in 1 Corinthians 13.
Her life was always filled with medical
concerns brought about by the lymphedema
that started at age 12. She had a very serious
and painful operation to alleviate this condition and afterwards struggled with numerous
bouts of cellulitus--she never complained.
She suffered with a deadly strain of cancer
for nearly a year — she never complained.
Twenty-one years ago the Lord powerfully applied to her the words of Isaiah 49:16 – “Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my
hands” and she never wavered in the conviction that she was His child: a sinner saved by
free and sovereign grace. She was not one to
speak much but during one time when her life
had hung in the balance, she told me  [Ricky]
that if she had died she trusted that the Lord
would have taken her to Himself.
A godly mother, she lovingly raised their
two beautiful daughters, Debbi and Brenda,
entrusted to their care through adoption.
When the sons-in-law came into the family, she took each of them into her heart. She
adored her grandchildren and they knew it.
Her prayer for them is beautifully expressed in
the Dutch prayer, “Ik leg de namen van mijn
kinderen in Uw handen, Heer” (My children’s
names I place into Your hands, Lord). This
prayer, written on a tile, hangs in the midst of
the grandchildren’s pictures.
This past year was, in a certain sense, one
of preparation for what was to come much
sooner than was expected. Together with Carl
they decided on the design and wording of the
stone to mark the place where her body would
be laid to rest to await the resurrection. The
choice of text on the stone was hers —“God
is our refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble”(Psalm 46:1), as was the way the
funeral text and the way it was conducted. It
was her desire that “Christ be preached.“
She will be sorely missed by many, including
the writer of this article.
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God becomes my schoolmaster, and until I
learn by his word what otherwise my mind…
cannot comprehend, I stop short all at once,
and understand nothing about the subject.”
III. The Cure for this Mistake
In the sanctuary, Asaph regained his proper
spiritual perspective on life, including God’s
work of providence. In the sanctuary, the Spirit subdued his fleshly thinking. Asaph came to
understand the end of the wicked (v.18). He
understood the present in light of the future,
the middle in light of the end. The wicked are
prosperous now, but they will be punished
then. The crystal on which they stride now,
will then slide them into destruction.
Asaph’s real problem was that God’s truth
was not deeply enough rooted in his heart.
Worldly thought does find a ready nesting
ground on the soil of our natural heart. The
world tells us that prosperity is the cure for
evil; truth, on the other hand, tells us that
grace is the cure for sin.
The sanctuary reminded Asaph to put
eternity into the weigh-scale, comparing the
wicked and the righteous. Immediately the
balance shifted in favour of the righteous.

Q

      uestions:
1. 		Asaph almost slipped. The wicked do slip.
This word “almost” (v.2) speaks of the grace
of God in the life of Asaph. What would the
ending of the Psalm have been without that
grace of God?
2. 		Asaph compared his conduct to that of a
great beast (v.22). How is our carnal thinking
like that of a great beast?
3. 		What does “the generation of thy children”
have to do with the doctrine of providence?
(v.15)
4. 		What was it about the sanctuary that helped
Asaph?
5. 		At Calvary--the ultimate sanctuary--we see
the greatest resolution of providence. In Acts
2:23-24 Peter no longer mistook God’s providence (cf. Matt 16:22), but explained what
God was doing. What does this sanctuary
teach believers about providence?
6. Compare verse 1a and 28a. What do we forget to put in the weigh-scales when we envy
the wicked?

The believer might get his worst in time;
the unbeliever surely will get it in eternity.

A Scottish Heritage (2)

In this light, the prosperity of the wicked is
really only that of a dream. The wicked will
awake in eternity, and his dream of palaces
and pleasures and prosperity will evaporate
in the fire of God’s wrath.
The rest of the Psalm unpacks Asaph’s
cure for his mistake concerning providence.
Besides the right estimate of eternity (vv.1820), he acquired a right estimate of himself
(vv.21-22), of God’s protection (v.23), of glory (vv.24-25), of the Lord’s excellence (v.26),
of the wicked’s destruction (v.27), and of the
Lord’s communion (v.28).
Asaph said farewell to all the goods of the
wicked and embraced the one and only Good:
“But it is good for me to draw near to God”
(v.28). He is content with God, the overflowing fountain of all good. “Truly, God is good
to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.”
Asaph has escaped the hell of carnal thought,
and has the principle of heaven within him,
through the sanctuary below to the sanctuary
above.
l Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is instructor at Puritan
Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids,
Michigan. l

TEACHER NEEDED
Continued from page 11

believism’ in the south were not without some justification” (p.198).
The fourth “controversy that Bonar faced in his latter years” was “with a movement that
threatened the whole future of the churches in Scotland.” It concerned the trustworthiness
of Scripture itself.” “Far from being blind to the threat of ‘Higher Criticism’ in southern
Scotland on the horizon, from the 1860s” he “saw the fundamental nature of the controversy over Scripture and where, if unchecked, it would lead.” This subject is taken up later in
Murray’s book. On “this great issue of the authority of Scripture, Bonar and Kennedy were
one” (pp.200-201).
The Closing Years
By 1886 Bonar’s health was such that he could no longer bear the burden of ministering to a
congregation of eight hundred. The last sermon he preached in his own pulpit on September
11, 1887 was on Matthew 24:37-39: “But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming
of the Son of man be” (pp.204-205). On July 31, 1889, he “fell asleep” in Jesus. He would
say: “‘Imperfection stamped upon everything I ever undertook; omission running through
my life. My place is under the shadow of the Righteous One.’” For him, “the most important
thing was the work he had been given.”
Not myself, but the truth that in life I have spoken,
Not myself, but the seed that in life I have sown,
Shall pass on to ages – all about me forgotten,
Save the truth I have spoken, the things I have done (p. 207).
Murray gives a masterly account of what Scottish Christian thought can teach the church of
the 21st century from the perspective of the biography of Horatius Bonar. It gives a vision
of what devoted service to Christ means. Murray helps the reader study church history as a
safeguard against old errors, which often reappear after long intervals.
l Dr. L.W. Bilkes is the pastor of the congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan l

Providence Christian School
Box 68
Monarch, AB  T0L 1M0
Phone/Fax 403-381-4418
e-mail: provchr@telusplanet.net
Providence Christian School invites applicants for a position in a grade 5/6 split
classroom for the months of May and June
of 2007, this school year.  
Also accepting applications for the 07/08
school year with grade 5/6 combination
as the likely position. Or you can apply
for both the May/June fill in and the full
07/08 teaching position.
Providence Christian School is situated in
beautiful southern Alberta, minutes from
Lethbridge. PCS has grades K–12 with
about 105 students attending,
and about 12 staff members.
Qualified applicants who submit to
God’s Holy Word and the Reformed
confessions are encouraged to apply.
Please submit a resume and references to
the attention of:
Mr. J. Kikkert, Principal
Box 68, Monarch, Alberta T0L 1M0
Phone/Fax: 403-381-4418 or
e-mail: provchr@telusplanet.net
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NEWS NOTES
& COMMENTS l

By Rev. H.A. Bergsma

DUTCH COLLEAGUES UNDERLINE RELEVANCE OF HEIDELBERG CATECHISM: At
the last-held conference of combined men’s
societies, held in Ede, the Netherlands, Rev. G.
van Roekel (of the Christelijke Gereformeerde
Kerken – our sister churches in the Netherlands)
underlined the relevance of the Heidelberg Catechism and did not deem it necessary to make
any revisions. Rev. van Roekel spoke of the Heidelberg Catechism as “a safe anchorage for the
church and theology in turbulent times. Through
the Heidelberg Catechism, people are delivered from the dynamic of post-modern life. In
this turbulent time the catechism takes us back
to the simplicity of the Gospel... The preacher
has the catechism as a touchstone whereby to
test new views and developments.” He pointed
to the danger of the culture of emotion that
threatens people of this age. “…The sense of
felt (religion) is not unimportant, but it is not
to be normative.” Another danger, according to
this colleague in The Netherlands is that people
have “an all too friendly and fatherly conception of God… The catechism teaches us to think
in a balanced way. God is a loving Father, but
there is also the radical doctrine of sin. The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is also a holy God
who holds guilty man accountable.” According
to Rev. van Roekel, “The catechism holds the
church to the important issues of the Gospel
and guards against exaggerated emphases on
current concerns…the catechism teaches us to
launch out deeper than into what happens to
be the opinion of the day.” His colleague, Rev. J.
van Amstel, added this exhortation in his closing
words: “Stay with the Heidelberger, and you will
keep to Holy Scripture. A preacher short-changes
the congregation greatly if there is no regular
catechism preaching.” (From Reformatorisch
Dagblad, my translation, HAB)
IS THE CHURCH SUFFERING CULTURAL
DRIFT? Does the church need to determine
what it is before figuring out what it does?
Christianity Today’s Mark Galli cites two quotes
from evangelical leaders that touch on the challenge of Christianity meeting the culture. Greg
Laurie said: “The church has made such tremendous strides that now my only concern is that
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we’re so cutting edge, we’re so cool, and we’re
so hip. But are we still preaching the authentic
gospel message?” Franklin Graham commented:
“The most important challenge that will face
evangelical relief in the next 50 years is to make
sure we don’t dilute our faith as we respond to
hurting people around the world.” Galli writes:
“While evangelicals have been adept at adapting to culture, we have not always been able to
retain a critical distance from it — being in the
world, but not of it. The reasons are many.” As
examples, historian David Bebbington notes how
the Wesleys’ “optimism of grace” fit the Enlightenment, while the Keswick movement’s “victorious life” philosophy owed much to 19th-century
romanticism. Theologian David Wells notes how
different segments of the church are echoed in
secular institutions: preaching (teaching), evangelism (sales), ritual (law/courts), counselling
(casework), church administration (business).
As a result, evangelicals have lost “their capacity to think theologically,” Wells says. Galli adds
that, “because we pay little attention to church
history, we fail to gain critical distance from our
own time and culture.” (From Crosswalk)
Again, an exhortation not to be dictated by
time and culture, but by the Holy Scriptures, and
again, our Heidelberg Catechism will help us
think theologically.
GLENN PENNER EXPOSES IGNORANCE
OF RICK WARREN: “Syria’s a place that has
Muslims and Christians living together for 1,400
years. So it’s a lot more peaceful, honestly, than
a lot of other places because Christians were
here first. In fact, you know Saul of Tarsus - Saul
was a Syrian. St. Paul, on the road to Damascus,
had his conversion experience and so Christians
have been here the longest, and they get along
with the Muslims and the Muslims get along
with them. There’s a lot less tension than in
other places. It’s a moderate country, and the
official government rule and position is to not
allow any extremism of any kind”— according
to Rick Warren. Glenn Penner, Executive Team
Leader of The Voice of the Martyrs (VOM), had
the following to say about those comments of
Rick Warren. “When I first heard these words,
I was stunned. But they do support my assertion from a few days ago that Rick Warren has
moved far beyond his area of expertise when he
makes pronouncements about the situation facing Christians in restricted nations. For you see,
these words are the exact words that Rick Warren gave in a video produced by his church and
posted on YouTube before being quickly pulled
down when it became public. I can see why they
were taken offline. Warren has been claiming
that his statements were misquoted by the Syr-

ians. But these are his own words, virtually the
same as the ones he claims were misquotes and
released by his own church. They demonstrate
his incredible naïveté, his ignorance of the situation facing Christians in the Middle East and
some rather questionable biblical knowledge.
First, Paul was not a Syrian and never was. Tarsus was never part of Syria but was a city in the
neighbouring Roman province of Cilicia (part of
present day Turkey). This is not mere quibbling;
this is part of his argument that Christians were
in Syria first. Second, his assertion that Muslims
get along with Christians and Christians with
Muslims may be somewhat true, but it is worth
remembering that this ‘getting along’ is not
one of two equal parties co-existing. Christians
in Muslims countries, including Syria, have survived for centuries by accepting the second-class
status known in Islam as ‘dhimmi.’ It is not an
exaggeration to compare dhimmitude to apartheid. Imagine if Warren, had he been traveling in
the 1970s, would have said about South Africa
‘Blacks have been here the longest, and they get
along with the whites and the whites get along
with them. There’s a lot less tension than in other
places in Africa.’ Thirdly, his assertion that Syria
is a moderate country is only accurate if one
says that it is religiously moderate. It is true that
Syria does not persecute Christians like, say, Iran
or Saudi Arabia. If Christians do not evangelize
Muslims and mind their own business, they can
get usually along without incurring too much
overt persecution. But remember that Syria is
a leading centre of world terrorism today. Not
even Saddam Hussein’s regime was so accepting
of Islamic terrorists and these folks have definite
anti-Christian sentimentalities. Hardly moderation by any meaningful definition of the word.
Whether you do the killing yourself or support
those who do, Christians still die.” (From The
Voice of the Martyrs)
Rick Warren may have gained popularity through his Purpose Driven books, but such
popularity does not always spell accuracy. Also
in this regard it is well advised to test the spirits.
EFC PROMOTING BIBLICALLY DEFINED
MARRIAGES: Bruce J. Clemenger, President of
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC) has
made the following announcement, along with
offering some additional help to the churches
that hold to biblical marriages… “In the wake of
the defeat of the motion to redefine marriage, it
is important to reaffirm that The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada holds that marriage, properly
understood, is the covenanting together of one
man and one woman in an exclusive and enduring union, the primary relationship in which

children are begotten and nurtured. As stated
in the Declaration of Marriage, ‘As a social institution, marriage is primarily concerned with
the common good and not individual rights. The
marriage of a woman and a man therefore merits deferential government protection and social
recognition.’ We recognize that the vote on the
motion to redefine marriage was the fulfillment
of a campaign promise. We are disappointed that
the time for debate was limited and that there
has yet to be a substantive Canadian study on
the long term implications of the redefinition of
marriage, its effects on spouses, on children and
social policy governing domestic relationships,
and its implications for the further redefinition
of marriage. We are deeply concerned about
the social consequences of this experiment with
marriage and the effects of this on marriage,
spouses and children. We encourage churches
and religious organizations to ensure that they
have appropriate policies governing the use of
their facilities and guidelines for pastors and
staff who participate in marriage ceremonies
and pre-marital counselling. The EFC has prepared the Developing Church Policy for Marriages Handbook to assist in this regard. The EFC
will continue to look for opportunities to affirm
the wisdom and social benefit of the covenant
marriage between a man and a woman. We will
continue to press for the appropriate guarantees
to ensure the freedom to be faithful to our religious beliefs and convictions in our professional
lives, in our communities, in our institutions and
in public discourse. Let us remain faithful to our
religious convictions and continue to celebrate
and promote marriage as the exclusive union of
one man and one woman.” (From EFC Bulletin)
The churches are well advised to consider the
help offered by EFC in regard to its handbook.
Information can be obtained by contacting efc@
efc-canada.com
LEISHMAN ON THE “TOUGH” YEAR 2006:
Rory Leishman, a Christian freelance writer
wrote an article for the London Free Press (Canada) that was right on the mark as pertaining
to the year 2006. “2006 proved a tough year
for the faithful.” In his article, which appeared
in the Press on Tuesday, December 19, he points
out: “For Christians who uphold the authority
of the Bible and the traditional moral authority
of the Holy Catholic Church, this year in Canadian politics has been to quote Her Majesty the
Queen, a veritable ‘annus horribilis.’ The nadir
came on December 7, when the House of Commons voted by the decisive margin of 172-123
to refuse even to consider last year’s enactment
of same-sex marriage into law.” He writes that,
“Parliament has embarked on a reckless experi-

ment with same-sex marriage” and asks, “under
this succession of setbacks, what should faithful
Christians do – give up on politics? Absolutely
not. Christians have a duty to bear witness to
the love and truth of Christ at all times and in
all aspects of their lives. In the political sphere,
Christians should never abandon the attempt
to persuade Parliament to restore the traditional legal definition of marriage. In the personal sphere, Christians should focus less on the
faults of others than on their own urgent need
to repent for grievous failures to achieve divine
perfection. But under no circumstances in their
public or private lives should Christians give way
to despair.” He closes his article with a quote
from Malcolm Muggeridge. “For it is precisely
when every earthly hope has been explored and
found wanting, when every possibility of help
from earthly sources has been sought and is not
forthcoming, when every recourse this world
offers, moral as well as material, has been explored to no effect…it is then that Christ’s hand
reaches out, sure and firm, that Christ’s words
bring inexpressible comfort, that his light shines
brightest, abolishing the darkness.”
Let us then, at the beginning of this New
Year place our firm trust in our faithful God and
Father and in His Son Jesus Christ, through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
l Rev. H.A. Bergsma is the pastor of the Free
Reformed Church of London, Ontario l
PROVIDENCE REFORMED COLLEGIATE
Invites applications for the position(s) of
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
in the areas of Science, Math, English,
History and Computer Studies for the
2007/2008 school year. There is some flexibility to the position and thus other subject
areas will be considered. Full and part-time
applicants will be given consideration.
Providence has a student body of 100 students in grades 9-12. Now in its 10th year,
the school is located a few minutes west
of London in a recently built facility.  
Qualified individuals who seek to serve in
the field of Reformed Christian education,
who submit to Scripture as summarized by
the Reformed Confessions, are invited to
submit a resume, a statement of faith, a
statement of your philosophy of education, and letters of reference (including
one from you church consistory) to:
Providence Reformed Collegiate
P.O. Box 114 – 93 Queen St.
Komoka, ON    N0L 1R0
For more information contact the principal, Mr. Roger Vanoostveen at (519) 471
0661 (school), (519) 264 2575 (home), or
e-mail prc_principal@rogers.com.

TEACHERS NEEDED
The Niagara Reformed Christian Education
Association which operates
HERITAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
invites applications for the following
opening for the 2007/2008 academic year.
Vice-Principal, Secondary
• We seek an experienced teacher and/or
administrator who would welcome the
challenges of new responsibilities and
who would work effectively as part of
an administrative team with the Principal and the Elementary Vice-Principal.
Curriculum and program development
interest and or experience would be an
asset for this position. Courses towards,
or completion of, the Christian School
Administrators’ Certificate would be
good preparation.   The Vice-Principal’s
time is divided approximately evenly
between administrative responsibilities
and classroom teaching.  
• We also anticipate full-time and/or
part-time teaching positions at both the
elementary and secondary levels. We
welcome applications from enthusiastic,
dedicated rookies or seasoned veterans
looking for a positive change.
Heritage Christian School, in the heart of
the Niagara Peninsula, serves a K–12 student body of over 560 students.  We are
blessed with a dedicated and supportive
Christian community, a cohesive, professional faculty and staff of ± 44 persons,
and beautiful, modern facilities.
Qualified applicants, who seek to serve
Jesus Christ in the area of Christian education, and who submit to Holy Scripture as
interpreted by the Reformed confessions,
are encouraged to apply.  Please submit a
résumé, with a statement of your philosophy of education, a statement of faith, and
references, including one from your current
pastor.
  
Application deadline for the VP position is
February 16, 2007.
Please forward inquiries and/or
applications to:
Mr. A. Ben Harsevoort, Principal
Heritage Christian School
2850 Fourth Avenue, Box 400,
Jordan Station, Ontario, Canada L0R 1S0
Phone (905) 562-7303;
Fax (905) 562-0020
Home (905) 664-1234; Email:
principal@hcsjordan.ca or hrsvrt@cogeco.ca

Check our website at www.hcsjordan.ca
for a school profile.
“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord.”
Ps. 127:3
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youth page l
By Mrs. Doreen Tamminga

“Are we almost there yet?” Heidi
asked Alicia for the second time.
“Yup,” her big sister replied. “We only
have to walk one more block. Look for
the big sign, ‘New and Used Books.’”
“I wish we could have got off the city
bus right at the bookstore,” Heidi said.
“My toes are frozen.”
The two girls had taken the bus into
the city that afternoon. Alicia had
heard of this bookstore from a friend
at university. She could buy used textbooks here and save a lot of money.
School started again next week, and
so she had made the trip into the city
today and taken her little sister, Heidi,
along.
“There it is! I see the sign!” Heidi
suddenly called out and ran ahead to
wait by the door.
Alicia quickly caught up and the two
girls hurried inside. Aah, it was so nice
and warm in the store. Heidi pulled off
her mittens and stuffed them in her
pockets. Then she looked. And looked.
Books, books, and more books were everywhere. Shelves of them, stands of
them, racks of them on display. In front
of her, beside her, above her. Rows and
rows, aisles and aisles of glossy covers,
leather covers, bright covers, as far as
she could see. Heidi’s eyes grew big and
she looked up at Alicia. Alicia looked at
her face and laughed.
“Come on,” she said. “We’ll take a look
at the children’s section before I look
through the used book section.”
The girls settled on two cushiony
chairs and spent the next while flipping through different storybooks
and reading some picture books. Heidi found a used book called “Animals
in the Bible”. She turned to the page
about sheep. The story told of a lamb
that was looking for better grass to
eat. He wandered farther and farther
away from the flock, wanting just one
more juicy bite. At last he grew tired
and wanted to go back, but he had lost
his way. He hurried this way and that,
and finally began bleating for the shepherd. Night was falling, but before it
grew dark, the shepherd found him and
brought him home. Heidi stared for a
moment at the picture of the shepherd
carrying the tired lamb home. How kind
the shepherd looked and how safe and
happy the lamb in his arms looked.
Soon Alicia stretched and got up.
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“I have to go pick out the textbooks
I need. It shouldn’t take long. Do you
want to go with me, or finish off your
book?”
“Will you come right back here and
get me?” Heidi looked up and asked.
“Yup. Shouldn’t be more than ten
minutes,” Alicia assured her.
“All right, then I’ll finish my book,”
Heidi decided and Alicia disappeared
down one of the aisles.
Heidi kept paging through her book,
looking at all the pictures, and soon
reached the end. She reached for another book, but then got up to check if
Alicia was coming back yet. No, not yet.
She sat down to wait. And wait. She got
up and checked again. No Alicia. What
was taking her so long? Heidi walked
down to the end of the aisle to see if
she could see her. No. No Alicia. She
went back to sit and wait. And wait.
Where was Alicia?
Heidi started to feel panicked. What
if she didn’t come back? What if Alicia couldn’t find her? Without thinking, Heidi hurried back down the aisle
to look. From there she went down the
next aisle and the next, and then another. Just like the little lamb in the
story, she hurried on farther and farther. No Alicia anywhere. Only rows of
books, quiet customers, and busy salesclerks.
At last Heidi decided to go back
and wait in the children’s section. She
started back and turned down the first
aisle, or should it have been the second? She thought she had come from
over there, or was it from over here?
Heidi didn’t know. Her heart started to pound faster and her book felt
sweaty in her hands. Which way was
the children’s section? She wasn’t lost,
was she? Tears filled her eyes, but she
pinched her lips shut to keep from crying. I can’t be lost, she told herself.
Just then a salesclerk passed by.
She paused as she saw Heidi’s worried face. “Is everything alright?” she
asked kindly.
Heidi was embarrassed. She didn’t
want the lady to see her tears. And she
was still sure she could find her way
back. Quickly, she nodded.
“All right, then,” the lady said and
walked on. “Just let me know if you
need any help.”
With another nod, Heidi turned and

went back the way she had come. On
she walked, up one aisle and down the
other, her eyes so full of tears that
everything looked blurry. By now she
wasn’t so sure anymore that she could
find her own way back. She had to admit it. Just like the little lamb, she was
lost. He had bleated out for the shepherd to come. But whom could she ask
for help? Past row after row of books
she trudged. At last she rounded a corner and almost bumped into the same
salesclerk that had spoken to her before.
“You’re lost in this big bookstore,
aren’t you?” the lady asked again. And
this time Heidi agreed with a tearful
nod.
“I can’t find my sister,” she whispered her plea for help.
“Well, let’s just go to the customer
service counter and we’ll find her for
you,” the salesclerk said kindly. Heidi
clung to the lady’s hand and followed
her up to the counter. The salesclerk
pulled out a stool and said, “Now you
just sit right here, and we’ll have your
sister back in no time. Now, what’s your
sister’s name?”
Heidi sat still, huddled on the stool
as Alicia’s name was given over the
loudspeakers. Timidly she turned her
head to see if she could see Alicia coming. What if she didn’t hear the announcement? she worried. What if she
already left the store?
And then, before another minute had
passed, Heidi saw a familiar figure hurrying through the crowds. It was Alicia,
looking as worried as Heidi felt. “There
you are!” she exclaimed when she saw
Heidi. “I was looking all over for you!
Thank you,” she added to the salesclerk.
And now the tears that Heidi had been
holding back came trickling down her
cheeks. She was so relieved. She was
so glad that she had been found. If she
had been a lamb, she would have leaped
for joy. Instead, she clung tightly to
her sister’s hand. She had been found,
and she wouldn’t let go again, of that
she was sure.
After paying for their books, the
girls headed back out into the cold. It
was windy here in the city, and the cold
seemed to creep right through their
coats. With a shiver they hurried down
the sidewalk. Snow was falling thickly
and muffled the sounds of cars driving
by slowly. Pedestrians hurried along,
their scarves and collars drawn up close
around their ears. Finally, reaching the
bus stop, the girls boarded the waiting

bus for home.
With a groan and a creak, the bus
pulled out into the traffic. Heidi
pressed her nose to the cold window.
It was dark outside except for the
flash of white snowflakes whisking past
the streetlights. Inside the bus, it was
warm and cozy. With a happy sigh, Heidi pulled out her new book. She turned
to the story about the lamb.
“I was just like you, little lamb,” she
whispered to the face peeking out from
the shepherd’s cloak.
“Yes you were,” Alicia said and leaned
over with a smile.
“The shepherd rescued this little
lost lamb,” Heidi explained to her sister.
“I see,” Alicia said. “Did you know
that that story is an example of the
Lord Jesus? He is called the Good
Shepherd. We are like that lost lamb.
We go galloping away in our sins, becoming more and more lost, but we pretend we know the way home. We ignore
the Good Shepherd. We think that we
can save ourselves: that we can make
ourselves better and wash some of our
own sins away. But it just gets worse
and worse. We get more and more lost.
If we finally realize that we are lost,
we will cry out for help to the Good
Shepherd. Then the Lord Jesus will
hear our cry; He will rescue us and save
us from our sin.”
Heidi looked out the window into the
dark. She could picture a world full of
lost sinners. Did they know they were
lost? And if they knew, would they cry
out to the Lord Jesus? She knew He
would save every single one that cried
to Him. Even she herself. It gave her
much to think about and much to pray
about.
With another long sigh, Heidi tucked
her arm through Alicia’s. “I like that
story even better than the lamb’s,” she
said.

you cannot find your way back to the
Lord by yourself? Cry out to the Lord
for a clean heart, a heart that will love
Him and not run away from His commandments. He is the Good Shepherd;
He will hear your cry.

Your Puzzles

Mrs. Doreen Tamminga
2179 Governors Rd. P.O. Box 92
Copetown, ON L0R 1J0 CANADA
Email: messenger@frcna.org

I Mrs. Doreen Tamminga teaches Grade
6 at Rehoboth Christian School, Copetown, Ontario. l

Thank you for November’s puzzle:
Matthew Kranendonk, Daniel Vanderhorst, Kaitlyn Pennings, Sarah and
Adrian Brouwer, Caitlin, Vanessa, and
Brent Wursten, Paul and John Andrew
Zekveld, Mark Vandenberg, Virginia,
Matthew
and Elizabeth Wolfe,
Joshua and
Rachel Lubbers, Devon
Kleinjan, Talitha Wielenga.
Congratulations
to Sarah and
Adrian Brouwer
who have each
completed ten
puzzles! Your
bookmarks will
come in the mail.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
What about you? Have you learned
that you are lost in
sin, and that
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DUTCH / LATIN TRANSLATOR
SOUGHT
The Board of the Dutch Reformed
Translation Society, Grand Rapids, Michigan, responsible for the
translation of Herman Bavinck’s
Reformed Dogmatics, is now
seeking a qualified translator to
head the project of translating
Peter van Mastricht’s Theologia
Theoretico-Practica (Dutch title:
Beschouwende en Praktikale
Godgeleerdheit). In addition to
possessing computer word processing skills, such as a translator must possess the following
qualifications:

ANNIVERSARY l
1952
Rotterdam
The Netherlands

                 2007
       Jenison, MI
                U.S.A.

With praise and thanksgiving to the
Lord we wish to announce the
55th Wedding Anniversary
of our dear parents, grandparents,
and great-grandparents
TEUNIS and GEERTRUIDA
VANDER GRAAF
(nee KOK)
on February 14, 2007, D.V.
With love from
Jack and Carol Vander Graaf
(Wyoming, MI)
• Sam
• Sarah Vander Graaf & Jeff
   Neumann
Jim and Mary Vander Graaf
(Walker, Mi)
• Kevin and Amber Vander Graaf
Jacob, Lexi
• David and Ann Vander Graaf
Haley, Hannah
• Ryan Vander Graaf & Jessica Dawson
Louise and Bob Schut
(Jenison, MI)
• Lydia, Rachel

OBITUARY l

OBITUARY l

Roelofje Mulder (nee Linde)

August 1, 1943 - December 5, 2006

December 22, 1916 –
October 31, 2006 -12-20
”For the Lord is good; His mercy is
everlasting; and His truth endureth
to all generations.” Psalm 100:5

It pleased the Lord to call into His
glorious presence our beloved wife,
devoted friend and steadfast helpmeet, mother and grandmother

Lovingly remembered by

Margaretha Schouls
(née Tamminga)

Husband of 59 years:
Koop Mulder
Children:
Ralph Mulder
Mary (Barry) McCartney
Margaret (Russ) Pearson
Grandchildren:
Dennis (Marcia) Mulder
Joyce (Tyson) Mulder
Erin (Marco) Ruggeri
Melanie Mulder
Laura McCartney
Robyn (Matthew) Farley
Kevin Pearson

We laid her body to rest,
awaiting the resurrection, in the sure
knowledge of which she had testified that she was “engraven in the
palms of the Lord’s hands” (Isaiah
49:16) – the text which Rev. Pronk,
at her request, expounded
at the funeral service.
Grievously missed and eagerly
longed for in the resurrection day by:

• a competent Latinist
• competent in reading and
translating 17th century Dutch
• thoroughly conversant in the
mode of Reformed theological discourse prevalent in the
17th century
• competent in Hebrew and
Greek
Please direct all inquiries to
Dr. Nelson D. Kloosterman,
Secretary, at
nkloosterman@midamerica.edu

ANNIVERSARY l
January 19, 1957 – 2007

“Ye that fear the Lord, trust
in the Lord: He is their help
and their shield.” Psalm 115:11

Elsa and Dan Haga
(Grand Rapids, MI)
• Laura Haga and Mark Demarest
• Jessica, Kurt

Great Grandchild:
Jacob Ruggeri

Debbi and Bill Sluys
Samuel, Leah, Hannah and Reuben

With joy and thankfulness to
the Lord for all His mercies, we
announce the 50th Wedding
Anniversary of our parents, grandparents and great-grandparents

2 sisters and 1 brother in
The Netherlands.

Brenda and Wayne Otten
Eryn, Danielle, Veronica, Levi, Jordyn

HERMAN & MINI WOLTJER
(Simmelink)

Yvonne and Herb Leegstra
(Brantford, ON)
• Jonathan, Lindsay

Corresponding Address:
#42 – 5550 Langley Bypass
Langley, BC V3A 7Z3

Beloved sister to:
John and Corrie Tamminga
Helen and John Brink,
Jeanette and Peter Schouls

Andy and Edna Woltjer
William Roy Woltjer
(January 26, 1960 – January 4, 1977)
Annette and Murray Wiersma
Herb and Debi Woltjer
Jeanne and Marvin Ebens

Juanita and Jeff DeJong
(St. George, ON)
• Alissa, Keith, Mark, Erik
John and Brenda Vander Graaf
(Jenison, MI)
• John
Home Address:
8504 Corsica Dr.
Jenison, MI 49428 USA
Tel. 616 457-4325
Email: tonyvandergraaf@grar.com
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thank you l
Rev. Carl Schouls, his daughters
Debbi and Brenda
and their families
thank everyone who sent cards,
came to the funeral, and in many
other ways showed their love for
Margaret and us.
Your thoughtfulness will
not be forgotten.

Carl Schouls

Dear sister-in-law to
Ann and John Van Schubert
Special friend to her cousin
Helen Salverda-Schikker
And fond aunt to many nieces
and nephews
38 Bruinsma Avenue
Chatham, ON, N7M 6C3

20 Grandchildren
4 Great-grandchildren
Together, you have experienced
life’s joys and sorrows. May the Lord
continue to bless you richly!
Home Address:
Site 4, Box 1, R.R.#2
Lacombe, AB T4L 2N2

