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churchNEWS
Ministerial Call
DECLINED:
Rev. Pieter VanderMeyden of
Vineland, Ontario declined the
call extended to him by the
congregation of Toronto, Ontario.
FROM THE SYNODICAL
EXTERNAL RELATIONS
COMMITTEE
At the request of the Monarch
Free Reformed Church and the
Calgary Free Reformed Church
Plant, we have conducted a
colloquium doctum with
Don Overbeek
of the Heritage Reformed
Congregation of Grand Rapids,
and granted him a license to
preach in our churches. Don is
a 4th year student at Puritan
Reformed Theological Seminary.
This decision was endorsed by
the Home Missions Committee
in accordance with the policy
adopted by Synod 2005
Connor J. Keuning, Secretary
BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON
Worship services are held each
Lord’s Day at 1.00 p.m. and 6.00
p.m. in the Person Fellowship
Hall of Grace Lutheran Church,
located at 9625 NE 8th Street,
Bellevue, Washington (three
blocks west of Bellevue Square).
We also meet at this location for
Bible Study every other Friday
evening at 7.00 p.m. For further
information, call (425) 649-9676,
or visit our website: www.frcna.
org/bellevue. Messages for Rev.
Gangar or church mail may be
sent to: frcb@ihmail.com
CALGARY CHURCH PLANT
Worship Services are held every
Lord’s Day at 9.30 a.m. and 2.30
p.m. Sunday school classes are
held after the 2.30 p.m. service.
Location: 6167 6th Ave SE,
Calgary AB T2H 1L9 (NW corner
of Blackfoot and Glenmore Trails).
For more information, contact
Harold and Janey Slingerland at
403-254-6591 or e-mail
Harold and Janey Slingerland at
slingerland@telus.net
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ADMISSION TO MINISTERAL STUDIES

ELDERS & DEACONS
CONFERENCE
Date: Saturday, March 31, 2007
Time: Coffee at 10:00 AM
Meeting commences at 10:30 AM
Location: Free Reformed Church 1274 Tote Road, London Ontario
Topic and Speaker:
To be announced
For more information contact:
Ray Koopman
Email: ray@koopmanorgans.com
or Tel. 519.227.4844.
Books to Feed
your Mind and Soul
Catechism Material
Bible Study Guides
FREE REFORMED PUBLICATIONS
Box 104, 265 King George Rd.,
Brantford, Ontario,
N3R 7Z9, Canada
Email: bookorders@frcna.org;
Tel. (519) 752-4413;
Fax: (519) 751-4470
Website: www.frcna.org
Churches and bookstores can be
invoiced at reduced prices for
bulk quantities of 10 or more.

The Theological Education Committee
of the Free Reformed Churches of North America
Invites men who feel called to the ministry of the Word to submit
their applications before March 1, 2006 in order to be invited for
examination at the Spring Meeting of this Committee.
Prerequisites:
1) Having been a confessing member of the FRCNA for at least
one year;
2) Having completed, or nearly completed, a Bachelor’s Degree,
including 4 semesters of Greek. Additionally, it is recommended
that the applicant has taken courses in English composition,
history, and philosophy.
3) Having submitted to the Committee Secretary:
a) A personal letter of application, explaining in some detail his
call to the ministry;
b) Written attestation from his Consistory;
c) Written report from his personal physician attesting to good
health;
d) Academic Transcript of his university level studies.
The applicant will be examined regarding:
1) His state of grace;
2) His sense of personal call;
3) His knowledge of the Scriptures and the Three Forms of Unity.
In case of questions regarding these prerequisites applicants are
invited to contact the Secretary of the Committee.
The Theological Education Committee
of the Free Reformed Churches
Rev. G.R. Procee, Secretary
1120 Old Mohawk Road,
Ancaster, ON L9G 3K9 CANADA
Tel. (905) 648-7822;
Email: grprocee@sympatico.ca

The saints of God are sealed inwardly with faith,
but outwardly with good works.
-Johyn Boys
2007 SPRING SYNODICAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS
to be held in the Free Reformed Church of Dundas, Ontario

Committee
Meeting Schedule
Morning: 9.00 am

March 27
Tuesday
Publications 11
LUNCH 11

March 28
Wednesday
External
Relations 14

March 29
Thursday

March 30
Friday

Theological
Education 12

Theological
Education 12

LUNCH 14

LUNCH 12

LUNCH 12

Afternoon: 1.00 pm Publications 11

External
Relations 14

Theological
Education 12

Theological
Education 12

4.00 pm – 6.00 pm

Evangelism 5

Evening: 7.00 pm.
– 10.00 pm

SUPPER 11

SUPPER 5

SUPPER 12

Ministerial

Home Missions 7

Youth &
Education 9

Please direct requests for any changes to Hans Van Doodewaard, Synodical Committee Meeting Coordinator,
hvd@allstream..net • Telephone: 905.701.5275
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Blessed Hunger and Thirst
By Rev. J.W. Wullschleger

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for
they shall be filled” Matthew 5:6
Last time we looked at this verse and saw what the
Lord is saying here in general. This time I wish to focus
especially on the hungering and thirsting. Christ is
speaking here about spiritual hunger and thirst. This
picture is very fitting for self-examination. Do I hunger
and thirst for righteousness? How can I know this? These
questions are not meant to be merely introspective and
draw our attention away from Christ. Proper, healthy
self-examination will lead to a greater appreciation of
Christ’s work for us, and to a closer walk with Him. In
light of this, let us look at various aspects of spiritual
hunger and thirst.
Aspects of Spiritual Hunger and Thirst
1. First of all, someone who is hungry or thirsty feels a
constant ache. The person feels pain. Finally, he can think of nothing else but food. So it is
with spiritual hunger and thirst. If the Lord withholds His grace and favour from His people,
they faint. There are passages such as, “My soul fainteth for thy salvation: but I hope in thy word”
(Ps.119:81), or “My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear
before God?” (Ps.42:2, or “My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my
heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God” (Ps.84:2). More examples could be added.
In all these instances the Psalmist is feeling distant from the Lord. In some cases access is
denied him from the public means of grace. This creates severe aching, as if access to the Lord
Himself is denied. Do I long for the Lord and His fellowship? Would it be a punishment to
be deprived of the public means of grace? Would it be impossible for me not to pray or to read
my Bible? Would we rather obey God than men, as Peter did, and also Daniel? On the other
hand, people who are filled with pride, self-conceit, unrighteousness or self-righteousness
won’t feel hungry for God. They are so filled with these empty and idle fantasies that there is
no room for the Lord and His Word. We can have a full feeling, while at the same time our
stomachs are empty. Such a feeling is very deceptive.
2. Secondly, a hungry person does not want anything but food. Take him to a concert or show
him the beauty of nature, or give her a bouquet of flowers, the response will invariably be
the same. Such a person does not need all this. He or she only needs food. A hungry, crying
baby can only be satisfied with milk. And isn’t it the same spiritually? Music, no matter how
relaxing or uplifting, cannot satisfy the heart that is hungry for God. Likewise, nature, though
beautiful and enjoyable in itself, cannot replace the Word of God. No earthly gift can be a
substitute for the sincere milk of the Word (1 Pet.2:2).
3. Thirdly, a hungry person will do anything to get food. Tell him to sit back and wait until it
is brought to him; he will not listen. He will knock at doors or go to places where he can have
his hunger satisfied. A person who is hungry for the Lord and His grace cannot sit back until
it is brought to him. He will be seeking, knocking, and praying for it. “Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you,” says the Lord (Luke 11:9).
Our seeking does not earn the grace of God, and in that sense it can be said that it is brought
to us. But it is not brought to us in order to make us lazy and complacent. Therefore, if we
want to be filled with God’s goodness we must go on our knees. We must wrestle with God.
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We must plead with the Lord. This takes effort, “blood, sweat and tears.” The
Lord will give His grace and Spirit to those who with sincere desires continually
pray for them, and are thankful for them (Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day
45, QA 116). Someone who is not in a hurry, and unwilling to get up and seek
for these things certainly does not give evidence of hunger or thirst. His soul is
suffering and starving.
4. Fourthly, a hungry and thirsty person does not focus on the way the food
and drink is presented to him. Translated spiritually, if you are longing for the
Lord and His grace, you will be fed, even though the preacher may not be an
eloquent speaker. Not that our speech and presentation is irrelevant. Preachers
must take great care that their presentation is worthy of the Gospel they preach.
We are not advocating sloppiness in style. But we do say that the focus must be
on Christ and Him crucified. Imagine someone who has gone without food for
a long time. At last, he receives it, but then he refuses to eat, because it is not
presented to him on a silver platter or a gold tray. Something has to be seriously
wrong with him.
It is preposterous, but are there not plenty of people who look more at the
style than the substance of the preaching? They are like the Corinthians who were
carried away by rhetoric, and consequently despised the apostle Paul’s simple
style of preaching. Paul writes to them, “And I, brethren when I came to you,
came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony
of God. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and
him crucified” (1 Cor.2:2). Christ, and Him crucified, was his focus. A perfectly
delivered speech cannot replace the lack of spiritual content. Those who like the
Corinthians look for eloquence as the important part, are sidetracked.
5. Fifthly, someone who is really hungry will not start a dispute about the
ingredients or how it is prepared. He will eat and enjoy it. Likewise, if someone
is hungry for the Word of God, he will not be distracted by discussions about
certain points of religion. The Word of God is given to us to be eaten, and not
to be talked about. To be sure, we can have discussions about various questions
relating to points of doctrine. There are points of our faith that are worth
contending for, as the Reformers did. But there are other points on which the
best theologians have different opinions. We can have endless disputes about the
covenants, church government, infant or believers baptism, and so on. These
are subjects on which we need biblical instruction, but we should not allow
ourselves to be led into hot debates, which usually do not promote spiritual
appetite. Suppose, there are two men that go to a restaurant; they order their
food, and then start a discussion about the food. At last they get so worked up,
that they both leave with empty stomachs.
6. Lastly, those who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness will take and eat, as
Christ is offered to them. They are invited to receive out of Christ’s fullness, “grace
for grace.” The Lord says to His people, “open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it”
(Ps.81:10b). There are those who argue about the point whether Christ is offered
to some or to all. They that are hungry for Christ should not be concerned with
these types of questions. They must be brought to the storehouse of God’s rich
provisions in His Son. Our Lord has said that “him that cometh to me I will in no
wise cast out” (John 6:37b). And also, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink” (John 7:37b). To the Samaritan woman Jesus said, ”if thou knewest the gift
of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked
of him, and he would have given thee living water” (John 4:10). This woman had
little understanding of true religion, but she drank, and was abundantly satisfied.
The same still holds today. The Lord will fill all those who come to Him and ask
Him for living water. He will not let them go away empty, as He will do with
those who do not need him and His grace. For “He hath filled the hungry with good
things; and the rich he hath sent away empty” (Luke 1:53).
l Rev. Wullschleger is the pastor of the Free Reformed Church of Langley, B.C. l
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GLEANINGS FROM
THE CHURCHES l

By Rev. J.W. and Ria Wullschleger

Mission Trips
In various congregations young people go on mission trips.
Last October a group from British Columbia, including youth
from the Chilliwack and Langley congregations, went to
Mexico for a week. They helped build two houses for some
poor families. A group from Grand Rapids, Michigan left on
January 12 for a two-week trip to Guatemala. The Ecuador
Mission Work Team is preparing for a trip to Golindrinas on
the coast of Ecuador to build much needed Sunday school
facilities. The group includes members from the St. George,
Dundas, and Brantford Free Reformed congregations. A mission team from Word & Deed is planning a trip in February
to Colombia. Their purpose is to build a medical clinic at the
Girls’ Home in Tenjo, and spend time ministering to the 60
girls there. Some people from other churches have joined
this group. May the Lord keep them during their travels, and
bless their labours.
Spiritual Food
The following part of a meditation comes from the Dundas bulletin. It is taken from Evening Thoughts by Octavius
Winslow. “O flocks of the Lord, churches of Christ, saints of
the Most High, pray for your ministers! No one more deeply
needs or more affectingly asks for your prayers than he. He
toils for you in the study, wrestles in private, and labors on
the pulpit. He consecrates his youthful vigor, his mature experience, and his declining years for your best welfare. He
has been the channel to you of untold blessing. The Lord
has often spoken thoughts of peace and words of love to
your oppressed heart through him. He has often been instrumental in removing doubt from your mind, in clearing
up points of truth that were hard to be understood, and in
building you up in your most holy faith. He has also often
been the means of endearing Christ to you, leading you to
Him as a counselor, a brother, a friend, and a redeemer. Thus
he unveiled His glory to your eye and His preciousness to
your heart. Perhaps he first told you of Jesus! From his lips
you heard the life-giving sound of the gospel: by him you
were wounded, by him you were healed, and by his hands
you were received within the pale of the Christian Church.
Is it an unreasonable request that he should ask special
remembrance in the petitions which you breathe to God
for all the saints? Think how often you have filled his mind
with thoughtfulness, his heart with anxiety, his eyes with
tears, his mouth with holy, fervent pleadings at the throne of
grace. Will you not, then, continue to pray for your pastor?
Gratitude demands it.”
l Rev. J.W. Wullschleger is the pastor of the Free Reformed
Church of Langley, British Columbia. l
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Will Europe Be A Muslim Continent
By Mid-Century?
Have you read a good book lately? This is
the question a good friend of mine asks me
from time to time. In a way that is a strange
question to ask a minister. Preachers should
be reading all the time, first of all the Bible
and commentaries for sermon preparation
and personal devotions. But they should also
find time to read other types of literature, for
instance, books about church history and
culture, social trends and current events.
Well, I could tell my friend that I was
presently reading a book that a lot of people
are talking about namely, America Alone:
the end of the world as we know it, by Mark
Steyn. The issues dealt with in this book are
the future of Europe and the West, the threat
of Islam and its implications for Christianity
worldwide, particularly Europe.
Europe’s Dwindling Population
Mark Steyn was born in Canada but resides
in the USA in the state of New Hampshire.
He is a leading neo-conservative political
analyst and writes for such magazines as
the Western Standard and Atlantic Monthly.
In America Alone, a bestseller in North
America, he paints a rather gloomy picture
of what Europe will look like by the year
2050. Writing in a lucid and humorous
style, underlying message is nevertheless
one of great seriousness. His thesis may be
summarized this way: Based on current
birth rate statistics, Europe’s Caucasian
population will be drastically reduced and
the vacuum will be filled with Muslims
whose reproduction rate far exceeds that of
European and other Western nations. The
only exception is the USA, whose birthrate
of 2.1 enables it to sustain itself, although
barely.
According to Steyn, native Europeans
reproduce themselves at a rate that is far
below the minimum required. To keep the
population at a sustainable level, women need
to give birth to an average of 2.1 children.
The problem is that the average birth rate
in Europe is a scant 1.3. Seventeen nations,
including Germany and Austria, are under-

producing babies at the rate of 1.3. Russia
and Italy are at 1.2, Spain at 1.1, the UK at
1.6 and the Netherlands at 1.7. Conclusion:
All European nations are sitting “on the
edge of the death spiral,” as Steyn puts it.
Incidentally, Canada is in negative territory
as well, with 1.5.
Muslim’s Burgeoning Populations
While Europe has a much too low birth
rate, the birth rates of countries such as
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Egypt and Somalia
run three times higher than necessary to
keep the population going. These, and many
other Muslim nations, are producing a giant
surplus of young people who have no future
in their fatherland and therefore look for
opportunities to migrate to other countries,
preferably those belonging to affluent
Western Europe.
It speaks for itself that European
populations will increasingly be made up
of elderly people. That is already true today.
But Europeans are reluctant to admit it.
There are plenty of youths, but most of them
are imports from Muslim countries.
The Main Cause of Europe’s Population
Decline
How could Europe end up in this situation?
This is how Steyn sees it:
In 1945 the Americans had
taken upon themselves the
cost of European defense;
as a result the Europeans
were relieved of the most
important responsibility a
nation has: the protection
of its citizens against
foreign invaders. The
money thus saved, could be
spent on the advancement
of the welfare state, which
has taken over, for the most
part, the responsibilities of
adults: relief for the poor,
health care, and elderly
care. As a result, European

citizens live under the illusion that they
have no need for more children for the well
being of their country and their own future
comfort. That illusion has been reinforced
by secularization, which itself encourages a
welfare state. Why do you need God when
“Big Daddy Government” already answers
all your foreseeable needs? Thus the welfare
state greatly contributes to its own demise.
A Solution That Backfired
Europeans, of course, are not so blind that
they don’t recognize they have a serious fiscal
problem. So they have tried to postpone
their impending demise by importing
foreign workers from Third World countries,
mostly Islamics. But these ‘guest workers’
who initially were supposed to be employed
temporarily, have by and large stayed,
bringing their extended families with them,
with the result that by now they constitute
50 million residents, many of whom are
on welfare and thus a huge drain on the
European treasuries.
Far more important is that the presence of
so many Muslims presents also a spiritual and
cultural problem. But few in Europe seem to be
too concerned about this danger. Europe’s real
problem, says Steyn, is that it has gotten rid of
religion, exchanging it for secular humanism.
Europeans have gone
out of their way to
safeguard secular values for everyone.
But secularism is not
the solution; it is part
of the problem. It has
created a spiritual
vacuum, which is
being filled by Islam.
Multicultural Europe
is less interested in
preserving its own
(Christian) culture
than adopting other,
especially Muslim
cultures as their own.
Multi-culturalism is

Europe’s Caucasian
population will be
drastically reduced
and the vacuum
will be filled with
Muslims whose
reproduction rate
far exceeds that of
European and other
Western nations.
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the suicide bomb of the
West, says Steyn.

Radical Islam
is not luring
Europeans
away from a solid
belief system;
it’s providing many
of them with the
first real belief
system they have
never had.

America’s Key Role
As the title of his book
suggests, Steyn also has
something to say about
America and its role in
the world, especially
viz a viz the Muslim
threat against Western
civilization. He firmly
believes that America is the free West’s only
hope of survival, as it is the only superpower
with the resources and the will to take on the
Muslim threat. America is the only Western
democracy that is reproducing itself on a
sustainable basis. That is why Steyn believes
the USA will be there long after Europe
vanishes as a Western democracy and has
become part of a Muslim caliphate.
He is aware, however, that also from
within the USA there is much opposition to
the present administration’s involvement in
the war with Iraq and its determination to
fight Islamic terrorism worldwide. Whether
he is right about this remains to be seen, but
it is true that so far America has not been
getting much help from the Europeans, with
the exception of Great Britain, and even her
support has been half-hearted at best.

Reactions to Steyn’s Thesis
Amazingly, Steyn’s book has not only been
welcomed by conservative thinkers, as could be
expected, but also some liberals are reading his
book with interest and even reluctant praise.
Commenting on Steyn’s thesis, one Dutch
reviewer writing in De Volkskrant (a socialist
news paper!), says this: The temptation is great,
with Steyn’s satirically written doomsday
scenario, to put it aside as heavily exaggerated.
If we extrapolate the current birth rates, we
still have at least two hundred years before the
Muslims will be in the majority. And then it
is still a question whether radical Islam will
also win the ideological fight. But Europe
has been warned by the attacks in Madrid
and London, and in the Netherlands by the
assassination of Theo van Gogh. It is true that
religious communities everywhere have higher
6 The Messenger l February 2007

birth rates than secular
communities; and that,
given its strict prohibition
against leaving the faith,
Islam will not lose many
converts to secularization.
Europe can only prove
Steyn’s forecast wrong
by taking his lessons to
heart. The most important
lesson is to shut down the
welfare state. Individual
self-sufficiency must become the basis of our
existence. Furthermore, the free world must
support the Muslims in their ideological
fight against radical Islam. And the US must
continue the war against Islamic terrorism. So
far the comment of De Volkskrant.

belonging, something worth living and
dying for, that people need--the very thing
that postmodern secular societies do not
offer. This is a big part of what makes radical
Islam so dangerous.
As Steyn said in a recent interview:
‘Radical Islam is a weak enemy, and its
strength is determined by what it is pushing
against.’ The problem is that Europe and
increasingly, America [and Canada, C.P.]
are putting up very little resistance. If
Christians won’t stand up for our worldview,
and secularists won’t stand up for anything,
one day we may have no one but ourselves
to blame for the triumph of radical Islam.
The greatest offense against aggressive Islam
is a strong, vibrant Christian faith, which, of
course, comes right down to you and me.

Chuck Colson’s Comments
This is what Chuck Colson, director of
Prison Fellowship, thinks of Steyn’s book.
Calling it an excellent new book, he agrees
with its fundamental thesis and says this:

Steyn is right, but our greatest defence
against these and all our enemies is the
Lord, not America. When Jehoshaphat
and the people of Judah were threatened
by a formidable coalition of Moabites,
Ammonites and others, he was afraid and
“set himself to seek the Lord and proclaimed
a fast throughout all Judah.” Then he prayed,
“O our God, wilt thou not judge them? For
we have no might against this great company
that cometh against us; neither know we
what to do: but out eyes are upon Thee” (2
Chron. 20:3,12).
No, it is not America Alone that can solve
the Muslim threat. How can we put our trust
in a nation that changes its policies with
every change in administration? We may
hope and pray that God will raise up other
strong leaders like George W. Bush after he
leaves office, but even if someone should
succeed him who does not understand the
danger we face and will pursue a policy of
appeasement and surrender, God is still in
control and He will fulfill the counsels of
His sovereign will, even if Islam will prevail,
as it did several times already in history.
Of one thing we may be sure: the Lord
will never forsake the Church, which Christ
has purchased with His own blood. The
question is, are we true and living members
of that Church by grace alone and faith
alone?

As Steyn points out, an important
factor in radical Islam’s spread is
simply a matter of demographics.
Native Europeans, addicted to an
affluent and self-centered lifestyle,
are not having babies, and radical
Muslims are. But there is more to
it than that. Observing the rapid
growth of radical Islam in Europe,
Steyn writes, ‘if you’re a teenager
in most European cities, these
days, you have a choice between
two competing identities--a robust
confident Islamic identity or a
tentative post-nationalistic cringingly
apologetic European identity.’
Colson agrees that radical Islam is not
luring Europeans away from a solid belief
system; it’s providing many of them with
the first real belief system they have never
had. It’s filling a void for people who have
nothing else to believe in or hold on to.
Secularists in Europe--and in America as
well--do not understand this. The Muslim
brand of religion offers people a sense of

EXPERIENTIAL MATTERS l

“I Am The Way”1
By Rev. G. R. Procee

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way.” John 14:6
Dear reader, have you already realized that we
have lost our way? Which way, you wonder?
The way to God! Of course, every road has a
destination. Otherwise there is no need for
a road. Well, our destination lies in God.
That is the purpose for which we have been
placed in this world. But the tragic misery
of our life is that we have failed to reach our
destination. We have become wanderers,
because we have forsaken God. And there is
no way back. There is no way from us here
below to the Lord who is above. Yet, to have
true comfort in life and in death we need to
get back to God.
When that becomes the greatest need in
our life, we try to do all kinds of things to
find the way. We climb up on the ladders
of self-improvement that we ourselves have
constructed, by bringing sacrifices, offering up
prayers, etc. When one ladder proves to be too
short, we try another one. For when we truly
need God, we will do everything possible to
find God. It is terrible to be without God and
yet know we cannot do without Him.
The sad part is, however, that the harder
we work, the deeper we slide down. The
higher you have climbed, the further you fall
back down. The way to God, the way back,
becomes more and more impossible. Here a
sinner must learn that he is able to fall but he
can never get up. From his side everything is
too short. And the holy law of God continues
to beat him down. Have you experienced
these things also? Hear then from the Gospel

the words of the blessed Christ when He
says: “I am the way.”
Where you come to the end of your own
way, there this way begins. It does not ascend
from below to above, but it goes in the
opposite direction. This way does not rise up,
but it descends from above to below. It is a
way that has been provided by God Himself
and therefore a sinner does not have to do or
add anything to it.
It is a way that descends from above to us.
To be sure, for many that road is too long,
because it carries you down into the valley.
Many find this way too humiliating because
it begins in the house of the publican. For
them this way is too narrow, because you
can’t take anything with you. This way is too
easy, because you cannot do anything to earn
it. This way is too simple because we love
to make things complicated. But this very
way is so very precious and indispensable
for those who have learned not to expect
anything from themselves. Oh, you who do
not see a way, here is the way! It is given from
heaven, so that you would walk on it. This is
the ladder of Jacob, prepared in heaven, in
order that you would make use of it.
Christ is that way. He is God on His way to
man. This is the Christmas event. At the same
time Christ is man on His way to God. That
is the Ascension event. He does not obstruct
the way to God because His shed blood of
reconciliation brought perfect satisfaction.
He does not obstruct man’s way because He

descended as deeply as the greatest sinner has
fallen.
Christ does not say: I will show you the
way. If He would only show us the way, we
still could not go on it. No, He is the way.
Like a shepherd carries his lost sheep on
his shoulders, so He carries all who are His
people to God. To carry people--isn’t that the
purpose of a road? A road that cannot carry
traffic is useless, even if it would point us in
the right direction.
Neither does Christ say: “I will go ahead
of you on the way.” Then He would only
be an example. What if He would take the
lead, but you lagged behind? What does a
paralyzed man do with an example to follow?
Then Jesus could not be the Mediator.
How deeply Christ has been willing to
humble Himself! He entered into misery,
became a curse, humbled Himself unto death,
was buried and suffered hell. All because of our
sin He became the way, the means, to bring
us to God. He did not come to seek His own
honour, but He was concerned for the honour
of God. That was His aim. He came to serve,
to honour God the Father, and to minister to
the sinner. His whole life, His suffering and His
death, all consisted of service. In that way He
brings man to God. He is altogether lovely, and
therefore the way is so desirable. Is this way not
worthy to be used?
l Rev. Procee is the pastor of the Free Reformed
Church of Hamilton, Ontario l

THE MAYFLOWER CHRISTIAN MIXED CHOIR from the Netherlands
Andre van Vliet – Director • Jorrit Woudt – Organist • Jan Lenselink – Pianist • Liselotte Rokyta-Fennema – Panflautist
Marjo van Someren – Soprano • Bart Oenema – Baritone
in concert with the HOSANNA CHOIR (www.hosanna-choir.org)
Herman den Hollander – Director • John VanderLaan – Organ • Joyce Postmus – Piano
In the Great Hall of HAMILTON PLACE, 1 Summers Lane, Hamilton, Ontario

THURSDAY, MAY 24, 2007 - 8 pm

Tickets are now available at : www.ticketmaster.ca, www.hecfi.on.ca/hamiltonplace, The Copps Coliseum Box Office, Or call 905 527-7666
The Mayflower Choir will also present concerts in Ottawa – May 16; Grimsby – May 19; and Whitby – May 21
and the Mayflower instrumentalists will present a concert in Woodstock on May 22. Details for these concerts will follow.
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DISCERNING THE SPIRITS l

The Significance of the Fourth Commandment
for Today (2) A HISTORICAL Survey
By Rev. H. Korving

Rev. H. Korving is minister of the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerk of Leerdam, the Netherlands. Since Reformed and Presbyterian Christians differ
with Evangelicals on the observance of the Lord’s Day, it is imperative for us to understand what Scripture and the Reformed Confessions teach on this
subject, which is presently being discussed in many churches. Rev. David Kranendonk, the facilitator of this column, translated this material as well
as the first article in this series, to help us “discern the spirits” of our time. Editor

After dealing with some Scripture passages
relating to the question of what the meaning
of the fourth commandment could be for the
New Testament church, let us turn to some
observations from the history of the church

complete public rest “at the most honourable
day of the sun.” This edict had a lasting impact
on western society. In our day, however, this
tradition is being given up and opinions are
changing.

Early Church History
The transition from Sabbath to Sunday was a
process in which several factors played a role.
One of the earliest records of a Christian
observation of the first day of the week as the
continuation of the Sabbath is in the Epistle of
Barnabas, written early in the second century.
Barnabas writes that, after having kept their
Sabbath, Jewish Christians stayed together for
their specific Christian celebration, namely,
the Lord’s Supper, on the first day of the week.
Barnabas called this Christian extension of
the Sabbath “the eighth day,” which was seen
as the eschatological Sabbath.
In the time of Barnabas, the emperor
Hadrian (177-138) cruelly persecuted the
Jews and forbade especially their Sabbathkeeping. This may have been a reason
for Christians to distinguish more clearly
their Christian celebration from the Jewish
Sabbath.
The previous article demonstrated that
the beginnings of this distinction between
Sabbath and Lord’s Day are already in the
New Testament, yet the further development
was a historical process. If the results of this
historical process are already present at the
beginning of the second century, there is
no great gap between the data of the New
Testament and of church history regarding
the transition from Sabbath to Lord’s Day.
An important event concerning the
Sunday is Emperor Constantine’s edict of
March 3rd of 321, in which he declared the
Christian religion to be a religio licita, an
accepted religion. This declaration ended
the persecution of Christians and ordained

Continental vs. Puritan Sabbath?
Moving to the time of the Reformation, we
must address the question whether John
Calvin and his followers on the European
continent differ substantially from the
English Puritans and those churches that
follow the Puritan tradition.
This relates to whether the Sabbath is a
creation ordinance. If the Sabbath was given
by God as a creation ordinance, all people of
all ages are bound to respect this ordinance. If
it was not, the observation of “a Day for the
Lord” is more a matter of Christian freedom.
The latter view is often held to be more
“Calvinistic,” while the former is labelled the
“Puritan view.”
The Westminster Confession (21.vii)
represents the Puritan view in stating:
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As it is of the law of nature, that, in
general, a due proportion of time be set
apart for the worship of God; so, in his
word, by a positive, moral and perpetual
commandment, binding all men in all
ages, he hath particularly appointed one
day in seven for a sabbath, to be kept holy
unto him: which from the beginning of
the world to the resurrection of Christ,
was the last day of the week; and from
the resurrection of Christ was changed
into the first day of the week, which in
Scripture is called the Lord’s Day and is
to be continued to the end of the world,
as the Christian Sabbath.
John Calvin
Turning to Calvin, we must admit he did

not use the term “creation ordinance” or the
like. He regularly stated that the Sabbath
was abolished as a Jewish ceremony. We are
not bound to keep the Sabbath as the Jews
did. Nevertheless, in his Institutes as well in
his Commentary on Genesis and Catechism
of Geneva, he distinguishes between the
ceremonial aspect and the continuing value
of the fourth commandment.
On Genesis 2:3, Calvin writes: “First,
therefore, God rested; then he blessed this
rest, that in all ages it might be held sacred
among men: or he dedicated every seventh
day to rest, that his own example might be
a perpetual rule.” God desires us to follow
His example. “We must know, that this is
to be the common employment not of one
age or people only, but of the whole human
race,” he states, adding “inasmuch as it was
commanded to men from the beginning that
they might employ themselves in the worship
of God, it is right that it should continue to
the end of the world.”
In the Catechism, the student replying
to the question, “What of the [fourth]
commandment then remains for us?”
answers, “Not to neglect the holy ordinances
which contribute to the spiritual polity of
the church; especially to frequent sacred
assemblies, to hear the word of God, to
celebrate the sacraments and engage in the
regular prayers, as enjoyed.”
Although Calvin did not object in principle
to making a day other than the day of Christ’s
resurrection the day of rest, he agrees with the
fathers who made it the first day of the week.2
In describing the continuing significance of
the fourth commandment, he uses the words
“example,” “rule,” and “commandment.”
God’s example is made an everlasting rule
and thereby is a commandment for all
mankind. This proves that although Calvin
did not use the term creation ordinance, the

way he speaks comes very
close to the term. Calvin
does not let our whims
interpret the fourth
commandment
The so-called gulf
between Calvin and the
Puritan tradition is not
as deep as some suggest!

Christ came to bring
the true deliverance
and rest, to which the
Sabbath points. His
healing shows
the Sabbath is
meaningless without
His presence and
redemptive work.

Synod of Dordt
Some years before the
Westminster Assembly,
the well-known Synod
of Dordt (1618-1619)
dealt with the question
of the significance of the
fourth commandment. The Synod drew up
six rules:
1. In the fourth Commandment of the
divine law, part is ceremonial, part is
moral.
2. The rest of the seventh day after
creation was ceremonial and its rigid
observation peculiarly prescribed to
the Jewish people.
3. Moral in fact, because the fixed and
enduring day of the worship of God
is appointed, for as much rest as is
necessary for the worship of God and
holy meditation of him.
4. With the Sabbath of the Jews having
been abrogated, the Lord’s Day is
solemnly sanctified by Christians.
5. From the time of the Apostles this day
was always observed in the ancient
Catholic Church.
6. This same day is thus consecrated
for divine worship, so that in it one
might rest from all servile works (with
these excepted, which are works of
charity and pressing necessity) and
from those recreations, which impede
the worship of God.3
With these rules, the Synod of Dordt
aimed to give a balanced view of the fourth
commandment, avoiding both a legalistic
Jewish-like observation and an antinomian
laxity.

Present-day Applications
These rules provide us with valuable help
in our modern society. To avoid legalistic
observance, we should make clear the privilege
embedded in Lord’s Day observance. It is a
day of holy rest and holy gladness. What a
privilege to meet the living God, when He

desires to come to us
in His ordinances and
especially the preaching!
All that we do
on this day should be
related to the service of
God, the study of His
Word, the gatherings of
the congregation, the
communion of saints,
and above all, the glory
of His great name. To
abstain from our daily
work is not a goal, but
a means to free up time
for other things, such as
conversations with other
Christians and reading books and periodicals
that could nourish the soul.
The opposite of a legalism is antinomianism.
With an appeal to Christian freedom, many
seem to feel free to do what they want on
the Lord’s Day. Attending more than one
worship-service is a choice, not a must.
Spending the day in recreation is widely
accepted as “normal.” Many consider the
pressure of economic “necessity” to justify
continuing their daily work on Sunday.
But what does the Lord mean when He
says, “Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it
holy”? The Lord’s blessing rested on this day
because He sanctified it (Gen. 2:3). To sanctify
or keep holy means to set apart. Therefore we
cannot treat this special day as just another
day. This day is reserved for a goal other than
our own business. It is reserved for the service
and honour of God! When we keep this day
holy, we will experience the blessing that the
Lord promised in relation to this day.
We cannot keep this day holy, when we fail
to abstain from our daily work. This should
be the rule. Many ask questions about the
exceptions: When are Christians obliged to
do their daily work on Sunday? I realize that
a clear answer is not always easily found for
every case, but the six rules of Dordt help us
in showing the main principles and limits.
Our starting point may not be the
exceptions, but the rule. Dealing with
exceptions is useless unless we are clear
in our definition of the rule. In the fourth
commandment God has set before us a high
privilege and lofty goal: enjoying the rest
that he prepares for His people. To reach this
goal we must observe His commandment.
Abstaining from our daily work is not a goal
as such, but a means to reach the enjoyment
of the rest prepared by God.
The blessing to be experienced on the Day

of the Lord is to hear His voice, find rest for
our souls, and be admonished, comforted,
corrected and instructed by God’s Word.
How blessed to have the foretaste of the
coming glory of the people redeemed by
the precious blood of the Lamb! Remember,
then, the Sabbath-day to keep it holy! This
command will make you a (better) pilgrim.
Call then the Sabbath a delight (Isa.58:1314)! There remains therefore a rest to the
people of God; let us labour to enter into
that rest (Heb.4:9-11).
Endnotes
1 Institutes, II.viii.28-34.
2 Institutes, II.viii.34.
3 H.H. Kuyper, De Post-Acta of
Nahandelingen van de nationale Synode van
Dordrecht in 1618 en 1619 (Amsterdam,
1899), 184-6. Translated by R. S. Clark.
public.csusm.edu/public/guests/rsclark/
dortsabbath.htm
l Rev. David Kranendonk is the pastor of the
Free Reformed Church of Bornholm, Ontario l

“Blessed Be
His Glorious
Name”
The Hosanna Choir and
The Mattaniah Christian Male Choir
will be presenting their 9th annual
combined Spring Concert at
Compass Point Bible Church
(Formerly Park Bible Church)
1500 Kerns Road, Burlington

Saturday, March 31 – 7:30pm
Herman den Hollander – Director
John Vanderlaan – Organ
André Knevel – Organ
Joyce Postmus – Piano
Admission at the door:
$13/person or $30/family
Further inquiries? Call 905-628-1211 or
email hdenhollander@yahoo.com
Concert Proceeds are for
Rehoboth Christian School
Copetown, Ontario
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CHURCH HISTORY l

A Scottish Heritage (3)
By Dr. Lawrence W. Bilkes

Knowledge of history is indispensable to prevent making the same mistakes as made in the past. It also opens up our understanding of present-day conditions.
This is even more true of church history. A recent book by Rev. Iain Murray, well-known church historian with a long-time connection to Banner of Truth
Trust Publications, introduces us to the rich heritage of the Scottish churches and points out lessons to be learned from its history. In the first two articles in
this extensive book review, Dr. Bilkes drew lessons from biographical material. This article deals with Scottish missionary endeavours. Editor.
BOOK REVIEW: A Scottish Christian
Heritage by Iain H. Murray. Published by
Banner of Truth Trust, 3 Murrayfield Road,
Edinburgh EH12 6EL, UK; P.O. Box 621,
Carlisle, PA 17013, USA, 2006; hardback,
403 pages.

PART TWO: MISSIONS
In this article we will review the first chapter
on Missions, which is chapter 6 in Murray’s
book.

and move the Most High.” “One of the most
remembered sounds” of his childhood years
was “of his father’s voice, at family worship,
as ‘he poured out his whole soul with tears
for the conversion of the Heathen world to
the service of Jesus.’” Over against “a home
like that of Eli, the high priest,” which “will
rarely produce a missionary,” most of the
Scottish missionaries came from “nurseries”
of prayerfulness, godly homes of “hard
work, ready sacrifice and earnest devotion”
(pp.222-23).

1. Recovery of Compassion
The interest in the missionary movement
was partly due to the teaching of Thomas
Boston who stressed that the gospel is “an
offer of salvation, flowing from divine love,
for all men.” Correspondingly, the revival in
the North resulted in the formation of the
Highland Missionary Society. The “indwelling
of the Holy Spirit leads to compassion and
outreach.” “Nominal Christians, who think
little of their own souls, are not going to be
concerned for others, least of all for people
whom they never saw.” The “new zeal to take
the gospel to the world was born out of a new
experience of its power” (pp.221-22).

3. The Driving Impulse: Faith in Scripture as
the Word of God
Christ’s words in John 10:16 are “at the heart
of the missionary movement.” “Other sheep
I have which are not of this fold; them also
I must bring.” It is Christ’s sheep who are
to be gathered and His voice that should be
heard. That is the reason He sends messengers
(Rom.10:14-15). Christ is the ‘missionary’ and
the ‘pattern’ for all missionaries (pp.223-24).
Towards the end of the 19th century, with
churches under the sway of higher criticism,
“the great era of Scottish endeavour slowly
came to a close.” Whereas in the 1820s and
30s “enthusiasm for foreign mission…excited
student minds,” toward the end of the 19th
century many students were taught by men
who “undermined faith in the Word of God,”
and “there was little of the missionary spirit
left” (pp.224-26).

2. The Nurture of Godly Homes
Murray calls attention to the impact the
gospel initially had on the home. “In
Scotland it led to a home life and family
religion fitted to produce young men and
women whose great interest was the service
of Christ.” What particularly impacted John
Gibson Patton (1824-1907) as a child at
home was his father’s “habit of communion
with God” together with his mother’s
absorbed passion to win her children to fear

The New Hebrides: An Illustration of the
Missionary Spirit
In 1796 the London Missionary Society
sent its first eighteen missionaries to Tahiti,
which is located near the southern centre
of the Pacific Ocean, 208 days sailing from
England. However, this first attempt to
establish a foothold in the Pacific was a
failure. “Faced with conditions indescribably
dark,” the missionaries were withdrawn from
Tahiti in 1809.

Motivations to Missions
Murray refers to three factors that motivated
the missionary spirit in Scotland, particularly
in the 19th Century.
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Rev. John Williams
In 1817, a man of unusual ability and spiritual
strength was sent to this area, Rev. John
Williams. After nearly 18 years of planting
churches in Polynesia, he returned to Britain
to supervise the printing of his translation
of the New Testament into the Ratatongan
language. But his mind was set on reaching
the New Hebrides (known as Vanatua today),
a group of some thirty inhabited islands
scattered over four hundred miles of ocean in
the area known as Melanesia. While visiting
a part of the New Hebrides in November
1839, “ ‘endeavouring to plant the Gospel of
Peace on its shores,’” he was killed and eaten
by cannibals on the island of Erromango
during an attempt to convey to them the
blessings of the gospel. The native Christians
in Samoa concluded “from this sorrow that
the people of the New Hebrides were in great
need of help.” In the years that followed
about one hundred of them volunteered
to go there as ‘teachers.’ Although some of
them were murdered and others died from
diseases, these Christians were “steadfast as
the first missionaries to the New Hebrides.”
By 1842 Williams’ mission was taken up by
the Scots, George Turner and Henry Nesbit,
although after seven months they were forced
to retreat to Samoa (pp.226-28).
John Geddie, John G. Paton and Others
Four missionary teachers from Samoa stayed
and laboured on the island of Aneityum. They
were joined by the first white missionaries to
settle permanently in the New Hebrides, led
by John Geddie and his wife. Initially, they
laboured there with two other missionary
couples, but they departed after a year. The
Geddies were now “left alone on a heathen
island.” They were 1500 miles from their
nearest missionary brethren. They laboured
amidst great danger, among people who
valued human life “no more highly than the
life of a pig.” Geddie wrote: “ ‘The Apostle’s

dark description of heathen character in
Romans 1:23-32, will apply to these islanders
in all its fulness’” (pp.230-31).
In 1850 they were joined by a minister of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
John Inglis and his wife Jessie. John and Mary
Paton and Joseph Copeland arrived in 1858.
By 1880 five Presbyterian denominations
were co-operating harmoniously in this
mission. These missionaries laboured “often
at great personal cost,” but “lived to see the
transformation of the islands they came to
serve” (pp.232-33).
On Aneityum “a first church was formed
in 1852, with the baptism of thirteen
natives. By 1860 there were 500 attending
public worship, and Geddie had 179 church
members in his district.” Inglis, labouring in
another district, completed a translation of
the New Testament. Then “the converts of
Aneityum became the evangelists to other
islands.” Thus when John G. Paton “landed
on Tanna in 1858 he had the help of twelve
native Christians from Aneityum.” Paton
wrote of these helpers: they had “all been
Cannibals once; yet, with one exception,
they proved themselves to the best of my
judgment to be a band of faithful and devoted
followers of Christ.” Their “new character and
disposition” could only be explained in terms
of “the grace of God in Christ Jesus.” From
the converts on Aneityum by the year 1879
about 200 missionaries were sent to preach
the Gospel on the many other islands, while
about another 40 laboured on Aneityum
(pp.233-34).
Conclusions
Murray concludes this chapter with two
observations:
1. “A missionary spirit appears first in the
lives of individual men and women, and its
strength will ever be found to correspond with
their spiritual nature.”
In the case of the
Scottish missionaries,
their “common features
were single-mindedness,
determination, and the
conviction that ‘every
Christian is a soldier.’”
Although they were
not “free from faults,”
it “was the grace of God
that made them what
they were, and preeminently that large
measure of the selfless

love that comes from Christ.” That “same
spirit was engendered in those who became
Christians.” Inglis wrote: “On Aneityum
every convert, as far as it was practical, was
made a missionary.’” It was particularly “the
effect of the lives of these former heathens
that was so telling on others.”
2. “A missionary spirit is inspired by biblical
truth.” What stood out about the first
missionaries to the New Hebrides was that
while they “were practical men, they believed
intensely the necessity of the theology of the
Bible that had been recovered in Scotland at
the Reformation and subsequently revived.”
They were readers and teachers of Christian
doctrine. They believed and taught “the Fall
of man” and “that the new birth was the
work of God and not of man.” They knew
themselves to be utterly dependent on the
Spirit of God to breathe upon the dry bones
and cause them to live. “They kept back
nothing of the seriousness of sin, which they
defined in the light of the character of God.
They taught “the Ten Commandments as a
standard required of all men,” not omitting
the fourth commandment. To them, “‘the
steady and rapid progress of the gospel on
Aneityum was due, in no small degree,” to the
way in which they “emphasized the Scripture
doctrine of the Sabbath, and established its
observance.” Thus, they “secured time for
religious instruction, quietness for devotional
exercises…and, above all, brought down
upon them the influences of the Holy Spirit,
in accordance with the divine promise”
(p.240). Meanwhile, they gave prominence
to “the love of God and the happiness of
the Christian life.” “Instruction in gospelbelieving was the dynamic for Christian
living” (p.236).
Murray summarizes this chapter in the
words of John G. Paton: “Did the church
of God but fully realise
her wondrous heritage
in the gospel, she would
send ten thousand fresh
messengers to the farthest
bounds of the earth to
proclaim, by word and
example, this glorious
gospel to the millions
still in the thraldom of
heathen darkness and
superstition.”

In the case of the
Scottish missionaries,
their “common
features were
single-mindedness,
determination, and
the conviction that
‘every Christian
is a soldier.’

l Dr. L.W. Bilkes is the pastor of the congregation of
Grand Rapids, Michigan l

WORD & DEED

Ministries Canada
International Relief Organization
1-877-375-WORD(9673)
Word & Deed seeks to help people in need by
bringing aid in the name of Jesus Christ. This
is done through spiritual and physical help.
Your individual or corporate donation will:
• Bring relief to the hungry, the orphan,
those suffering inhumane conditions,
those suffering from natural disasters.
• Enable people to acquire vocational
training in order that their dependents are
provided for.
• Help communities through provision of the
basic necessities such as water, medical
aid, etc.
• Ensure Christian education, nutrition,
medical attention, and physical provision
to a child through child sponsorship.
Word & Deed
P.O.Box 20100, St. Thomas, ON N5P 4H4
If you have any questions about our
Organization, please feel free to contact us
at 1-519-633-2333
or Toll free at 1-877-375-9673(WORD).
We can also be found on the web at www.
wordanddeed.org and reached via email at
office@wordanddeed.org

THE CHRISTIAN
COUNSELLING CENTRE
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7038 Longwoods Road
P.O. Box 503, Lambeth Station
London, ON N6P 1R1
Toll Free Telephone: 1-866-833-2741
Executive Director/Counsellor:

Henk C. Van Dooren,
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For an appointment to see a counsellor,
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Lambeth (near London):
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Tel. (519) 652-2770
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BIBLE STUDY l

POSTURES TOWARDS PROVIDENCE 7:

Reviewing Past Mercies
By Dr. G.M. Bilkes

READ: PSALM 103
God made man with the capacity to
remember. It is part of man’s ability to
reflect and understand. Through our fall
into sin, we use this ability in a corrupt
way. We remember others’ faults, but forget
our own. We remember what others owe
us, but forget what we owe God. Through
grace, God begins to heal and reorient man’s
memory. He uses His Word and tells him:
“Remember, and forget not, how thou
provokedst the Lord thy God to wrath in the
wilderness” (Deut.9:7). And: “Remember
his marvellous works that he hath done, his
wonders, and the judgments of his mouth”
(1 Chron.16:12).
We often speak of the need to experience
the mercy of God. This is important. Along

with this goes the obligation to remember
the mercies of the Lord. In Psalm 103 David
stirs up his soul to bless the Lord for the
evidences of His mercies and faithfulness
(v.1). Next, he reviews the Lord’s mercies in
his life (vv.2-5), in the lives of others (vv.6-7).
He concludes what this means concerning
God’s character (vv.8-10), His dealings
generally (vv.11-18), and His everlasting and
infinite kingdom (v.19). In light of all these
particular and general mercies, praise spills
over in David’s soul. He calls on a whole
chorus of angels, and all God’s works to join
his soul in blessing the Lord (vv.20-22).

1. The Danger of Forgetting Past Mercies
Who of us can remember all the Lord’s
mercies? If we took pen and
paper and began to list each
Hard hearts and painful unbeliefs spring up in
of them, all the books in the
the waste places where we bury our forgotten
world would be insufficient
mercies. The miracles of our Lord Jesus Christ
to record them. Who of us
remembers any of the Lord’s
ought to be considered; they are not trifles, and
mercies? Many of us scarcely
they ought not to be passed over as if they were
acknowledge the greatest of
the mere common-places of a daily newspaper.
them. We need the posture
Everything that has to do with the Son of God
of David in Psalm 103:2,
where he cautions himself
is a fit subject for the deepest study, and all his
not to forget any of the Lord’s
sayings and doings should be sought out by them
benefits.
that have pleasure therein. Neither earth nor
We are all in danger of
heaven, time nor eternity yields choicer gems of
forgetting the mercies of the
Lord. Given the limitations
thought than the achievements of our Lord. Reof our fallen mind, and more
member, that since Jesus Christ is the same yesimportantly, our natural selfterday, to- day, and for ever, what he did at one
centredness, we take most, if
time ought to be well considered, because it is the
not all, of God’s mercies for
granted. How we need reproof,
index of what he is prepared to do again should
correction, and instruction in
need arise. Still would he sooner feed his own
righteousness, from this text!
sheep by a miracle than allow them to lack any
How often we read in the
good thing. His accomplished wonders have not
Bible of people forgetting
God’s dealings in the
spent his strength; he has the dew of his youth still
past! Israel forgot it in the
upon him. Our Samson’s locks are not shorn, our
wilderness. The nine lepers
Solomon has not lost his wisdom, our Immanuel
forgot the Benefactor of
has not ceased to be “God with us.”
the benefit of healing. The
Charles H. Spurgeon
disciples considered not the
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miracle of the loaves (Mark 6:52). How
often we forget past mercies!
2.The Antidote against Forgetting Past
Mercies
Scripture tells us that the reason the disciples
forgot the miracle of the loaves was because
their hearts were hardened (Mark 6:52).
We need to be constantly melted under the
grace of God by the Spirit of God in order to
remember, and not forget all God’s mercies.
We should also speak to our souls, as
David does here. We must shake off our
forgetfulness by God’s grace. We should
also spur on one another to remember past
mercies and pay our vows unto the Lord
most High.
We should pray that God would teach us
to remember His mercies. Moses taught us
to pray that God would teach us to count
our days that we might apply our hearts unto
wisdom (Ps.90:12). Counting our days means
weighing them, and feeling their worth in
light of eternity, in light of God’s demands,
in light of God’s promises. Reviewing past
mercies involves similar things: feeling
their worth, praising God for each of them,
not letting the dust of time settle on them
unacknowledged, unremembered.
What does David mean by “benefits”?
He means the gracious dealings that God
has had with him. He has in mind also the
mercy that is part of everything that comes
from God’s fatherly hand to him. Nothing
comes to the believer that does not have
mercy in it. As someone has said: “Anything
outside of hell is mercy.”
The chief benefit David lists is “forgiveness”
(Ps.103:3). What a mercy this is! That God
“for the sake of Christ’s satisfaction, will no
longer remember my sins, neither my corrupt
nature, against which I have to struggle all
my life long; but will graciously impute to
me the righteousness of Christ, that I may
never be condemned before the tribunal of
God” (Heidelberg Catechism, A. 56).
The second benefit David lists is the healing
of all thy diseases (v.3), that is to say, the effects

Q

uestions:

1. Why do we forget divine mercies so easily?
Why is this so serious?
2. 		What are some practical ways that you might
be able to do what David calls for in Psalm
103:2b? Could a spiritual diary help?
3. 		Read Deuteronomy 8:2-3. This call to spiritual
memory includes not only the “good things,”
but also the difficult ways of the Lord. Can we
see “mercy” in the difficult ways God leads
us? How can we be kept from bitterness with
respect to difficulties in the past?
4. 		Heaven will involve reviewing past mercies
and praising God for them. Find a passage
in Revelation that shows that. Is Psalm 103
then not already somewhat the language of
heaven on earth?

of the sin. God not only deals with the guilt,
but also the effects of sin, and graciously, for
the sake of Christ, removes them. That applies
not only to this life, though God mercifully
does deliver from many diseases already now.
Above all, however, this applies to the glorious
life that is yet to come for God’s children.
These and the other benefits that David
lists are very personal ones. Notice that David
uses the singular “thy, thine,” etc. When God
pardons, He does so very personally. The
experience of that, too, is a very personal one.
How personal then should also our reviewing
past mercies be!

3. The Value of Remembering Past Mercies
There are at least three benefits to remembering
past mercies.
1. It humbles us. We do not have these
benefits from ourselves. We do not have
these benefits because of ourselves. They are
mercies--kindnesses shown to the miserable,
the undeserving.
2. It encourages us. In seasons of difficulty,
pain, and distress, past mercies will encourage us to seek for present mercies and take courage
from the prospect of future mercies. David says: “He will not always chide” (v.9). “The mercy
of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting” (v.17). Reflecting on past mercies will point us
to God’s character and His purpose. This cannot but encourage. Manoah’s wife was a good
example of taking courage from past mercies: “If the Lord were pleased to kill us, he would
not have received a burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands, neither would he have
shewed us all these things” (Judg.13:23).
3. It will excite others. When we remember God’s mercies, this should open our mouths. Like
David’s, our hearts will spill over in gratitude and praise. We will need a chorus greater than
our own feeble heart to sing the praise of such a merciful God. We will need angels, and all
creation to combine in praise and say: “Bless the Lord.”

5. 		Review the 7 or 8 benefits listed in verses 3
to 7. What names would you give to each of
these benefits? Could you call these categories under which we ought to daily list our
own benefits?
6. In what ways would our lives be different if by
God’s grace we reviewed divine mercies?

l Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is instructor at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids,
Michigan. l

TEACHER NEEDED
Providence Christian School
Box 68, Monarch, AB T0L 1M0
Phone/Fax 403-381-4418
e-mail: provchr@telusplanet.net
Providence Christian School invites applicants for a position in a grade 5/6 split
classroom for the months of May and June
of 2007, this school year.
Also accepting applications for the 07/08
school year with grade 5/6 combination
as the likely position. Or you can apply
for both the May/June fill in and the full
07/08 teaching position.
Providence Christian School is situated in
beautiful southern Alberta, minutes from
Lethbridge. PCS has grades K–12 with
about 105 students attending,
and about 12 staff members.
Qualified applicants who submit to
God’s Holy Word and the Reformed
confessions are encouraged to apply.
Please submit a resume and references to
the attention of:
Mr. J. Kikkert, Principal
Box 68, Monarch, Alberta T0L 1M0
Phone/Fax: 403-381-4418 or
e-mail: provchr@telusplanet.net

Faith is full of good
works. It believes
as if it did not work,
and it works as if it
did not believe.

Thomas Watson

It is not too early to begin planning for VBS

2007 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM
MIRACLES OF JESUS: 5 Lessons

• The Teachers’ Guide consists of a Manual with Craft Instructions and covers everything
a beginner or more advanced teacher needs to teach VBS.
• The Workbooks contain the Bible stories, pictures and activities to reinforce the lesson.
The Primaries Workbooks have activities on two levels, since students this age often vary greatly in understanding and capabilities.
• Samples are available upon request. • Also available on CD
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date Ordered: ________________ Telephone ________________________ Email: _____________________________________________
Workbooks - Beginners (Ages 4 to 6 ___________X $ 2.00 each $ _____________________
Workbooks - Primaries (Ages 6 to 9) ___________X $ 2.50 each $ _____________________
FREE REFORMED PUBLICATIONS
Workbooks - Juniors (Ages 9 to 12) ___________X $ 2.00 each $ _____________________
10 Highgate St.
Teachers’ Manuals
___________X $ 6.00 each $ _____________________
Brantford, Ontario N3R 5V4
Sub-Total:
$ _____________________
Tel/Fax: (519) 751-4470 (Mrs. Pronk)
Mailing and Handling:
$ _____________________
Email: pronk2@rogers.com
TOTAL:
$ _____________________
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CHURCH NEWS l

Rev. Terence Atkinson – In
The Ministry For 50 Years

“I will remember
the works
of the LORD”
Ps 77:11a
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On December 13, 2006, the Grand Rapids
Free Reformed Church had an Open House
to commemorate God’s gracious help to Rev.
Terence Atkinson, together with his wife
Cathie, over the past 50 years of ministry.
The actual date of ordination was August 29,
1957, but since Rev. and Mrs. Atkinson were
in Grand Rapids during December, it was
thought good to remember
with them the Lord’s mercies over the past 50 years.
This past summer, it was
actually 50 years that (then)
student Atkinson came and
preached in Grand Rapids (the Old Christian Reformed Church). In April
1956 Rev. C. Smits, then
minister of the Grand Rapids congregation, had accepted a call to return to
his former congregation
in Sliedrecht, the Netherlands. Prior to leaving, he
introduced Dr. William Young to the consistory, who preached for the congregation a
number of times in the succeeding months.
The names of Rev. J. MacSween, student T.
Atkinson, Rev. M.
MacRitchie, and Prof
John Murray were
also brought to the
consistory, and each
of them preached at
one or another time
for the congregation. A number of
the members of the
congregation still remember the ministry
of these men, sometimes very vividly.
In God’s providence, student Atkinson laboured regularly in Grand Rapids over the

next number of years. From 1956 to 1957,
he frequently flew on Saturdays from Philadelphia, where he studied at Westminster
Theological Seminary, to Grand Rapids. He
would preach on the Lord’s Day and return
to the seminary on the Mondays. Many who
were present during these services look back
on this time as a time of special blessing from
the Lord. Many of the sermons from these
days can still be retrieved on www.sermonaudio.com.
On August 29, 1957 Rev. Atkinson
preached his inaugural sermon on the text: “I
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth, to the Jew first, and also
to the Greek” (Rom.1:16). He continued to
serve the Grand Rapids congregation until
leaving for the mission field in the summer
of 1959. On July 19, 1959, Rev. Atkinson
preached his farewell to the congregation and
left for missionary preaching and teaching
in the Mediterranean regions of Spain, and
later, Greece, and Italy. He has also preached
and taught regularly in England, Scotland, as
well as North America. Most of the Free Reformed congregations have had him preach
for them at one time or another. He continues to labour in Greece, where he and Cathie
live.
At the Open House, many from the congregation as well as beyond came to wish Terry and Cathie well. Rev. Atkinson addressed
those gathered with some reflections on the
early time, as well as his mission work. He
left us with the text that has spoken to him
much lately: “Hear my prayer, O LORD,
and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace
at my tears: for I am a stranger with thee, and
a sojourner, as all my fathers were. O spare
me, that I may recover strength, before I go
hence, and be no more” (Ps.39:13).
l Reported by Dr. G.M. Bilkes l

Greetings from the Ottens
John and Connie Otten live in Cubulco, Guatemala, where John is the administrator at the
Cubulco Hospital. John is employed by Word & Deed and serves in a supporting position
with the oversight of Free Reformed Missions International (FRMI).
Dear Friends,
We wish you all God’s blessing and guidance for the New Year. In every area of life we give
a testimony of Whom we serve, and our religious convictions affect what we do. The things
we see someone do shows what they believe.
In November we had a patient come to the hospital who was delirious, yelling and swearing. She was a young mother with small children and her husband suffers from epilepsy.
The staff was convinced that she was possessed by a demon and it looked that way. Trying
to piece her story together the doctors found that the church the family attended told her
to fast for one month. If she would do this, her husband would be healed of his epilepsy.
So she started to fast and after fifteen days she began to faint and became delirious, due
to lack of food and the resulting chemical imbalances in her body. Her father brought her
to our hospital where our doctors tried to help her.
Though I feel this was an abuse of the Word of God, I wonder to what extent I would act
on what I read in the Bible? What do I do with Hebrews 13:5, which says: “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath
said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” What would I do with facing death for the
sake of Christ? Would I be confident with Revelation 2:10, which says: “Fear none of those
things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye
may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life.” How do I live each day? Am I guided by the Word of God, doing
what it says and being convinced that God would provide for all my needs each day?
Pray for the churches and believers in Guatemala that they may know God and how to
apply His Word to His glory. Thank you for your greetings and blessings over Christmas and
the New Year. May we all be fully satisfied in God this year!
Sincerely,

John and Connie Otten and family

FREE REFORMED MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL (FRMI)
The Mission Board of the Free Reformed Churches of North America
Invites applications for the position of
EDUCATION DIRECTOR/ADMINISTRATOR
In the region of Cubulco, Guatemala, beginning in 2007.

The role requires a heart for missions and involves developing and overseeing various education projects in the region of Cubulco, Guatemala. It includes supervision
of teachers (including their professional development), interaction and negotiations
with local government officials, as well as active teaching both in the church and
broader community. Opportunities to develop further education projects with other
organizations are expected to present themselves. The position also involves administrative duties including bookkeeping and legal matters for other departments of
FRMI in Cubulco.
The successful candidate must have a love for the Reformed faith, be self-motivated
as well as patient, while being a team player with an innate ability to motivate other
team members to improve themselves. An education degree, as well as a degree or
experience in administration is preferred.
Familiarity with Spanish is an asset. Please include a letter of recommendation from
your pastor or consistory together with your resume.
Please e-mail your resume to John Brink, Clerk,
Free Reformed Missions International
johnjbrink@aol.com by March 30, 2007.
Mailing address is: 2103 Berwick Dr., # 5 Burlington, Ontario, L7M 4B7.
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NEWS NOTES
& COMMENTS l

By Rev. H.A. Bergsma

IRAN: SEDUCTION AND PERSECUTION OF
THE CHURCH: According to the Shia Islam of
Iran, in the end times the Muslim prophet Jesus
will return with the Imam Mahdi, the hidden
12th Imam--the Shiite Messiah. The Shiite Jesus
will worship the Imam Mahdi and lead the final
jihad. Even though the Muslim Jesus and the
biblical Jesus have little in common and actually
oppose each other, President Ahmadinejad went
out of his way to publicly wish Iran’s Christians
a happy Christmas and New Year. However, his
message sounded like an attempt to seduce
Christians into believing that Shiite Iran is more
Christ-honouring than the ‘oppressive powers’
in ‘Christian states,’ which have created havoc
in Iraq and levelled sanctions against Iran. It is
reasonable to infer that Ahmadinejad means to
seduce the official church of ethnic Armenian and
Assyrian Christians into becoming compliant-even grateful--collaborators in exchange for
limited ‘privileges.’ Ahmadinejad could then
appear supportive of the church and religious
liberty in general. (From Assist News Service)
A day after Christmas, The Christian Post
reported that Christians felt “troubled” by
Ahmadinejad’s Christmas greeting. “President
Ahmadinejad’s Christmas greeting is nothing
short of cynical,” said Rev. Dr. Keith Roderick,
Christian Solidarity International Washington
representative. “Just last year,” according to
Roderick, “Ahmadinejad told a gathering of
Iranian provincial governors that he would stop
Christianity in Iran.” Faith McDonnell, director
of Religious Liberty Programs at The Institute
on Religion & Democracy also found the Iranian
president’s greeting “very troubling.” She is
concerned that Ahmadinejad’s message will
either be misinterpreted as nice, or dismissed.
Again, we are faced with blatant seduction.
How many religious leaders will be caught up in
this scheme?
POLL SHOWS MANY AMERICANS WARY OF
ISLAM: According to AgapePress, a pro-family
organization has published the early results of
an online survey dealing with Islam. The poll
shows an overwhelming number of respondents
have an unfavourable opinion of that religion.
The online survey asks nine questions, including:
“Do you consider Islam to be a tolerant religion?”
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“Would it be good for America to have more
Muslims in elected offices? [and] “As a general
rule, are women treated better in America than
in a Muslim country?” Randy Sharp, director of
special projects for AFA, explains the reason
for conducting the survey. “Islam is a growing
religion in America, [and] it is concerning for a
great many people,” says Sharp. “…This gives
everyone an opportunity to share their opinion
and let us know how they feel.”

his mother, and their neighbours saying almost
daily that Jews are evil, the sworn enemies
of Muslims, and that their only goal was to
destroy Islam. There was never a mention of the
Holocaust. Ali says because of this fact of life
in most of the Muslim world, Western leaders
should not be surprised by the recent Holocaust
denial conference held in Iran. But what troubles
him most is that most of the mainstream Muslim
world refused to denounce the conference.

WHY MANY PALESTINIANS MOURN
SADDAM HUSSEIN: Palestinians are among
those who mourn the death of Iraqi dictator
Saddam Hussein this past weekend, AgapePress
reports. According to some analysts, one of the
key reasons Palestinians in the West Bank and
Gaza held Hussein in such regard is because of
the generous financial support the former Iraqi
dictator gave them for terrorist attacks against
the Jews. Reportedly, Saddam sent $25,000 to
the families of each homicide bomber that blew
himself up in an effort to kill and maim as many
Jews as possible, and also offered $10,000 to
the families of each Palestinian killed in fighting.
That blood money, according to Associated Press
assessments, totalled an estimated $35 million.
Also, during the 1991 Gulf War, Saddam attacked
Israel in a failed ploy to force his Arab allies to
abandon the United States-led coalition arrayed
against him and join Iraq in fighting the Jewish
state. Over the past weekend, Palestinians referred
to Hussein’s execution as martyrdom and held
parades and other gatherings to honour the mass
murderer. (From Crosswalk)
I have often wondered why many of those
Palestinian men never seem to do any manual
labour, as they are always protesting, or worse,
engaged in violence. But now it is clear. They
do not need to work for their upkeep… Blood
money has covered their needs.

MEDIA ANALYST THINKS FEDERAL
REGULATION OF CABLE DECENCY
UNLIKELY: The president of a media watchdog
group believes it is likely that an edited version
of the Home Box Office original television show,
The Sopranos, which starts airing next month on
the A&E network, will push the decency limits of
what’s already being shown on cable. However,
he doubts attempts to regulate both cable and
broadcast TV will succeed. AgapePress reports
that Robert Peters of Morality in Media says
basic cable already pushes the decency envelope
far past broadcast networks, for instance by
airing shows like HBO’s long-running series
Sex in the City on TBS. Now that A&E plans to
pick up another controversial HBO-produced
show, he notes, “my expectation would be that
The Sopranos will go further than the Sex and
the City edited version.” When it comes to the
debate over indecency in cable programming,
Peters thinks the U.S. Supreme Court will
eventually come into play. Still, he is doubtful
that even a public outcry would ever result in
regulation of cable. (From Religion Today)
An excellent article appeared in the Rehoboth
Christian School Review (Volume 29, Issue 2)
entitled “The Need For Media Awareness.” This
article deals with similar media concerns that
we Christians (should) have. This includes video
games such as “Grand Theft Auto Vice City”
and “Call Of Duty,” songs by the likes of Nelly
Furtada, such as “Promiscuous” or her album
“Loose,” groups such as Nirvana and Pearl Jam,
magazines such as Teen and Seventeen, and
television programs such as The O.C. and Scrubs,
besides what has been mentioned above.

WHY MUSLIMS DENY THE HOLOCAUST:
A Muslim who immigrated to the Netherlands
more than ten years ago is offering his insights
into why so many in the Islamic world believe
there was no Holocaust, AgapePress reports.
Ayann Hirsi Ali was until recently a member of
Holland’s Parliament. He remembers a visit from
his Muslim sister a few years ago during which
he told her that upon learning his European
history, he had discovered there was an event
called the Holocaust in which six million Jews
were massacred by Nazi Germans. She reacted
with absolute rejection of that historic fact,
saying instead that the Jews had made it up,
and that she prayed that one day all the Jews
in the world would be destroyed. His sister was
not saying anything new. As a child growing up
in Saudi Arabia, Ali remembered his teachers,

HELP OFFERED IN RESPONDING TO
ATHEISTS, EVOLUTIONISTS: A well-known
evangelist and Christian television show host is
trying to equip believers to respond effectively
to atheists. In his book Intelligent Design vs.
Evolution: Letters to an Atheist, Ray Comfort
uses actual e-mails between himself and an
atheist that took place several years ago. When
the atheist inquired why Comfort did not accept
“scientific facts” supporting the theory of
evolution, the evangelist responded that there
was more proof that the world is flat. Comfort

contends that many Christians do not know
how to respond to atheists’ questions about
intelligent design. The evangelist maintains
that God’s Word can be defended scientifically,
historically, and logically. While evolutionists
speak the language of “conjecture,” Comfort
explains there is what he describes as “absolute,
hard, scientific, empirical evidence” about
Creation. He claims to be able to prove God’s
existence scientifically in two minutes--without
the use of “faith.” First, explain that the word
“science” simply means “knowledge.” Then,
he says, engage them with the following: “Let
me give you knowledge of a Creator. To have
a building, you must have a builder. To have
a painting, you must have a painter. Buildings
don’t happen without a builder; paintings don’t
happen without a painter. Creation cannot
happen without a Creator.” Comfort’s book-as well as a board game based on the bookis recommended by Ken Ham of Answers in
Genesis. (From Agape Press)
Still, the best answer to all of this is Hebrews
11:3 -“Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear.”
l Rev. H.A. Bergsma is the pastor of the Free
Reformed Church of London, Ontario l

TEACHERS NEEDED
PROVIDENCE REFORMED COLLEGIATE
Invites applications for the position(s) of
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
in the areas of Science, Math, English,
History and Computer Studies for the
2007/2008 school year. There is some flexibility to the position and thus other subject
areas will be considered. Full and part-time
applicants will be given consideration.
Providence has a student body of 100 students in grades 9-12. Now in its 10th year,
the school is located a few minutes west
of London in a recently built facility.

THE HERITAGE REFORMED CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL OF HULL, IOWA
Invites applications from qualified elementary, middle school, and high school teachers for the school year beginning August
2007. We currently offer grades K-8 in a
multi-grade setting. Our plans are to add
Grade 9 in the Fall 2007 with the intent to
have all 12 grades in four years, D.V.
Please submit your resume, statement of
faith, and philosophy of education to
Doug Post, 2787 360th Street
Rock Valley, Iowa, 51247, U.S.A.
Tel. 712-722-4258; Fax: 712-722-8859
Email: doug.post@interstates.com
JORDAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
is inviting applications for teaching
positions for the school year beginning
September 2007.
We are a small, K-12 school, located in a
scenic, rural area in the Niagara Peninsula,
just outside St. Catharines, Ontario.
We are looking to fill Elementary and Secondary positions with committed, qualified teachers of Reformed background. If
you are an active learner, with a passion
to teach and a warm heart for children,
we would like you to consider how you
would fit into our teaching team.
Please send a copy of your resume, with a
cover letter, Philosopy of Education, and a
Statement of Faith to
Jordan Christian School
4171 15th Street
Jordan Station, Ontario
Canada, L0R 1S0
jcschool@talkwireless.ca
Attention: Mr. Mark Fintelman, Principal,
or Mr. Ron Brouwer, Education Committee
Secretary

Qualified individuals who seek to serve in
the field of Reformed Christian education,
who submit to Scripture as summarized by
the Reformed Confessions, are invited to
submit a resume, a statement of faith, a
statement of your philosophy of education, and letters of reference (including
one from you church consistory) to:

REHOBOTH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Copetown, Ontario
is looking for staff members to start in the
2007-2008 school year.
Secondary: English, French, Music,
Technology courses.
Part-time: School Secretary.

Providence Reformed Collegiate
P.O. Box 114 – 93 Queen St.
Komoka, ON N0L 1R0

Applicants please send a cover letter and
resume to the attention of:
Mr. Jack Westerink - Principal
198 Inksetter Road P.O. Box 70
Copetown, Ontario L0R 1J0
Tel. 905-627-5977 • Fax 905-628-4422
Email: jwesterink@rehoboth.on.ca

For more information contact the principal, Mr. Roger Vanoostveen at (519) 471
0661 (school), (519) 264 2575 (home), or
e-mail prc_principal@rogers.com.

The Niagara Reformed Christian Education
Association which operates
HERITAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
invites applications for the
following opening for the
2007/2008 academic year.
Vice-Principal, Secondary
• We seek an experienced teacher and/or
administrator who would welcome the
challenges of new responsibilities and
who would work effectively as part of
an administrative team with the Principal and the Elementary Vice-Principal.
Curriculum and program development
interest and or experience would be an
asset for this position. Courses towards,
or completion of, the Christian School
Administrators’ Certificate would be
good preparation. The Vice-Principal’s
time is divided approximately evenly
between administrative responsibilities
and classroom teaching.
• We also anticipate full-time and/or
part-time teaching positions at both the
elementary and secondary levels. We
welcome applications from enthusiastic,
dedicated rookies or seasoned veterans
looking for a positive change.
Heritage Christian School, in the heart of
the Niagara Peninsula, serves a K–12 student body of over 560 students. We are
blessed with a dedicated and supportive
Christian community, a cohesive, professional faculty and staff of ± 44 persons,
and beautiful, modern facilities.
Qualified applicants, who seek to serve
Jesus Christ in the area of Christian education, and who submit to Holy Scripture as
interpreted by the Reformed confessions,
are encouraged to apply. Please submit a
résumé, with a statement of your philosophy of education, a statement of faith, and
references, including one from your current
pastor.
Application deadline for the VP position is
February 16, 2007.
Please forward inquiries and/or
applications to:
Mr. A. Ben Harsevoort, Principal
Heritage Christian School
2850 Fourth Avenue, Box 400,
Jordan Station, Ontario, Canada L0R 1S0
Phone (905) 562-7303;
Fax (905) 562-0020
Home (905) 664-1234; Email:
principal@hcsjordan.ca or hrsvrt@cogeco.ca

Check our website at www.hcsjordan.ca
for a school profile.

“Behold, children are a heritage from
the Lord.” Ps. 127:3
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By Mrs. Doreen Tamminga

Have you heard the old story of a
missing horseshoe nail?

A soldier was leading his horse
back to camp when he realized
that his horse was limping. Bending
down, he examined the horse’s
hoof. Its horseshoe was loose; it
was missing a nail. He would have
to get that replaced immediately.
Just then the call came for
dinner. The soldier hesitated.
He would replace the nail
right after dinner, he
decided. But the
line of men
waiting for food
was long, and by the time
the soldier had eaten, the
sun had set. “I’ll get it done
tomorrow before dinner,”
he assured himself. And the
next morning, the battle
began again.
But because of the nail,
the shoe was lost,
And because of the shoe,
the horse was lost.
Because of the horse,
the soldier was lost,
And because of the soldier,
the battle was lost.
Because of the battle, the
war was lost.
All because of a missing nail.
Our actions have consequences, don’t they? One act
of kindness can lead to many
other acts of kindness, and
one act of sin can lead to
many other sins.
*****
Brap, breep, braump!
“Oh, I’m never gonna be able
to learn this song.” Matt puts
down the bassoon in disgust.
“It’s way too hard! Anyways,”
he continues. “I’ve already
been practising for at least ten
minutes. Where’s my book?”
And with that he flops onto
his bed with an adventure book.
Within moments he is lost with
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his hero in the jungles of Brazil.
“Matt!” Mom calls down the stairs
five minutes later. “Are you practising
your bassoon?”
“Uh, yeah, sort of,” his voice trails
off. “I already did,” he excuses himself
under his breath. He stretches and
rolls over to get more comfortable.
The next day at school, Matt is
sitting in band practice.
“Bassoons, can I hear that line again?
Right on the second entrance.” The
band director drops his hand and the
two bassoons play their line. Well, one
of them actually plays. Matt only makes
a few hesitant squawks.
Mr. Meyer stops the two of them.
“Hmm,” he says. “Matt, same line as
last Tuesday. You said you were going
to work on it at home.”
Matt blows out his breath in
frustration. “I couldn’t,” he mumbles.
“I’ve had a bad cough.”
“Alright,” Mr. Meyer says. “Then
give it some work in the next few days,
please.”
Matt picks up his bassoon with a little
cough. He tries to follow along for the
rest of the practice, but he has lost
his concentration. You don’t have a bad
cough, his conscience declares loudly
in his head. You were just too lazy to
practice.
That night Matt is lying on his bed
with the second book in his adventure
series. His bassoon sits untouched in
its case.
“Matt,” Dad’s voice sounds from the
doorway. “Put the book away; you’ve
got to practice. You wanted to play the
bassoon, we bought you one, and now
you have to keep your end of the deal:
fifteen minutes a day.”
Matt sighs, rolls over, and drops
his book on the floor. He takes out
his bassoon and quickly runs through
his music pieces. That same line is as
tricky as ever. He hadn’t paid much
attention at the last band practice, and
now he cannot get the rhythm. Matt
quickly grows discouraged and puts the
instrument away after only five minutes
of practice.
“All done, Matt?” Mom asks as she
passes his room a little later.
“Yup,” he answers without even
looking up. This time he hardly even
hears his conscience.
Next Tuesday at band practice, the
director asks to hear the same line
from the bassoons. Matt hunches his
shoulders, brings his bassoon to his
mouth and, like the last two practices,

muddles his way through it. He is
relieved when Mr. Meyer doesn’t say
anything about his poor rhythm, but
goes on to the next piece of music. Mr.
Meyer stops Matt on his way out of
practice, however.
“What’s going on, Matt?” he asks him
in a kind voice. “You were doing so well
at the beginning of the year, and now it
just doesn’t seem like you’re putting in
any practice time at home.”
Matt feels his face grow red. That’s
right, his conscience announces. Admit
it. You just haven’t felt like practicing.
Tell him you’ll do better this week. But
Matt opens his mouth and stammers.
“Well, really, I haven’t been able to
practice. I still have this bad cough,
and my mom said I shouldn’t overdo it.”
And he gives a small cough.
Mr. Meyer looks at Matt for a
moment, and finally says, “Well, let’s
get that cold over with quickly, so you
can get back into it again.”
Matt gives a nod and hurries
off, pushing away the voice of his
conscience.
That Thursday, Matt slips off to the
library when it is time for band practice,
His cousin Philip was over last night,
and Matt’s parents hadn’t noticed that
he hadn’t touched his bassoon. Matt
cannot face the thought of what Mr.
Meyer might ask. So, instead, he slips
up to the library to do some homework
he had not gotten to last night either.
Later that day, Matt passes Mr.
Meyer in the hallway. The band director
looks surprised to see him. “I didn’t see
you in practice today,” he says.
“Yeah, uh, I need to take some time
off to get over this cold,” Matt lies
easily.
“But you were cutting class,” Mr.
Meyers says pointedly.
“Yeah, uh, I had a note from my
mom,” Matt reaches into his pocket and
pretends to search for the note. “Uh, I
don’t know where it went.”
Mr. Meyer looks Matt in the eyes.
Finally he says, “Very well, bring the
note in tomorrow. We’re performing in
two weeks, but unless you are able to
practice, I don’t think you’ll be ready
to join us.”
The next afternoon, Matt is heading
to his locker with a piece of notebook
paper gripped tightly in his sweaty
hand. He has been avoiding Mr. Meyer
all day, but now, as he sees him passing
by, he quickly passes him the note.
“How are you, Matt,” Mr. Meyer
greets him, and to Matt’s dismay, he

stops right there and opens the note.
He quickly reads the note and looks for
a moment at the signature at the bottom. “From your mom?” he asks Matt.
Matt doesn’t give his conscience a
chance to speak, but quickly nods his
head and turns to his locker. When he
looks up, the band director is gone.
That night at the dinner table, Matt
is sullen and quiet. He gives a short
answer when his mom asks how his day
was at school. He snaps at his sister
when she asks for help on her project,
and he mumbles an “alright” when his
dad asks how band practice is going.
“I can’t wait till I get to play in the
band,” Matt’s younger brother says.
“Well, you just watch the band at
their performance next week and see
which instrument you like best,” his
mom tells him.

Matt glares down at his plate. Would
everyone please stop talking about the
band? he thinks angrily.
Just then the phone rings. Dad gets
up to answer it. “Mr. Meyer,” he says in
his friendly voice, “what can I do for
you?”
Matt gulps and feels his face turn
pale. Now he is caught. It will all come
out--how he hadn’t practiced at home,
how he had lied to his parent, how he
had lied to the band director, how he
had cut class, how he had forged his
mom’s signature. He knew he was in
deep trouble. Did you think this would
be worth it? his conscience asks. This
time there is no quieting the voice. You
thought one little lie was no big deal?
Now look at what you’ve done! You’ve
ruined your relationship with your
parents and your teacher, you’ve been

a bad example to your brothers and
sisters, no one can trust you anymore,
and you’ve sinned against the Lord.
Biting his lower lip, Matt waits anxiously
for Dad to hang up the phone.
*****

Your Puzzles

Thank you for the answer to December’s
puzzling question: Amy Kranendonk,
Talitha Wielinga, Devon Kleinjan, and
Kaitlyn Pennings.

Mrs. Doreen Tamminga
2179 Governors Rd. P.O. Box 92
Copetown, ON L0R 1J0 CANADA
Email: messenger@frcna.org

I Mrs. Doreen Tamminga teaches Grade
6 at Rehoboth Christian School, Copetown, Ontario. l

PUZZLES:
There are two puzzles for you to do this month. Be sure to send them in to earn points for a bookmark.
Compare what Matt gained and lost by his actions:
_____________________________ ____________________________
_____________________________ ____________________________
_____________________________ ____________________________
_____________________________ ____________________________
What happens to our conscience when we ignore it? (Psalm 95:8) __________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
We can hide our sins from others, but can we hide our sins from God? What does David say? (Psalm 139:1-12) ________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
When our conscience speaks to us, what should we do? (Psalm 32:5)________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Who will the Lord forgive? (Psalm 51:17) ____________________________________________________________
1. Help the sheep find the shepherd
2. Go up, down and across (no diagonals!) to spell out Isaiah 53:6
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ANNIVERSARY l
1957 - March 14 - 2007

“Whatsoever he saith unto you,
do it.” (John 2:3b)
It is with humble thanksgiving to
God for His sparing mercies that
we announce the

50th Wedding
Anniversary
of our dear parents and
grandparents,
to be held, the Lord willing,
on March 14, 2007.

Gerrit and Anneke
den Boer
(nee Sterkenburg)

With all our love,
Bill and Jeanette den Boer
Melanie, Gerry, Aaron and Stacey
(Hamilton, Ont.)
Joanne den Boer
(St. Catherines, Ont.)
Elsa Wierks
Ryan (Amy, fiancee,) Kelvin, Kyle,
and Chelsey
(Chilliwack, B.C.)
Anita and Steve Van Wingerden
Valerie, Luke, Levi, and Robyn
(Ferndale, Wash.)
May the Lord, by His Word and
Spirit, bless, keep and guide you
into the unknown future.
Home address:
#259 – 7610 Evans Road
Chilliwack, BC V2R 2Z5

sympathY l
It is with great sorrow that
we announce the passing away of
Mr. William Zwiep
husband of Annie Zwiep-Otten
at the age of 79
May God comfort Annie
and the children.
Psalm 121
Dutch Ladies society “Tryfosa”
Free Reformed Church, Vineland
October 26, 2006.
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“To every thing there is a
season, and a time
to every purpose
under the heaven...
He hath made
every thing
beautiful in
his time.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1, 11a

