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Peter’s
Sword or
Jesus’ Cup
Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy
sword into the sheath: the cup which my
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?
John 18:11

God’s thoughts are not our thoughts and His ways are not
our ways (Is. 55:8). His way of saving sinners is amazing.
His manner of preparing us for eternity can be so different
from what we expected. All our hopes and expectations
sometimes get dashed as our world seems to crash down
around us. How are we to react?
Questions can rise in our heart. If God is in control of
all things, why does He allow this suffering? Why did I get
cancer? Why did I lose my spouse? Why am I being bullied
at school? Suffering shakes us and can tempt us to react
rashly. Jesus warns, “Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into
temptation” (Mark 14:38).
In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus is about to be
arrested. Peter is shocked and fears the loss of his Master.
He strikes out. As we picture him swinging his sword, we
might say to ourselves: “I get it. I understand something of
his reaction.”
Peter truly believed in Jesus as the Messiah, the Son
of God (Mat. 16:16). He had vowed his willingness to go
to prison and death for the Lord (Luk. 22:34). Had Jesus
not spoken of having a sword? (Luk. 22:36) After falling
asleep, the disciples were startled awake. Jesus announced
the arrival of the betrayer (Mat. 26:39). A band of the
And he shall be as the light of the
high priest’s soldiers came too. They approached Jesus to
morning, when the sun riseth,
arrest him. The disciples shouted, “Lord, shall we smite
even a morning without clouds.
with the sword?” Before an answer was given, Peter had
2 Samuel 23:4a
already acted, slicing off the ear of the high priest’s servant,
Malchus. Jesus immediately healed the ear (Luk. 22:47-51).
Peter was wrong.
An Erroneous Violence
Jesus rebuked Peter: “Put up thy sword into the sheath…”
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What was Peter’s error?
Peter had acted independently and rashly. He acted like a soldier who attacked without his
captain’s orders. In his future spiritual ministry, he needed to learn to wait for his Master’s
orders. Too often we react hastily based on our limited understanding, our hasty conclusions,
or our fickle feelings!
Peter also displayed a foolish self-confidence. Waving one short dagger against a whole
band equipped with swords and clubs was not good military strategy. It could have caused
the loss of many lives. He was more zealous than wise.
Peter was taking justice into his own hands. Indeed, from a human perspective, Jesus’
arrest was unjust. Jesus had done nothing wrong, but only good. Yet He was being arrested
as if He were a common robber (Luk. 22:42).
Some think rebellion and violence are warranted if the government is evil. But the Roman
empire was in control. What does Paul teach? Even then he taught that government is a
higher power “ordained of God” and “he beareth not the sword in vain” (Rom. 13:1,4). When
we think we have been handled unjustly, retaliating with hurtful actions or painful words is
not the answer. Destructive protest or any other forms of violence is not approved.
To such use of violence, Jesus would say, “Put up your sword…” Jesus told Pilate, “If
my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight” (John 18:36). Jesus warned
Peter: “Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish
with the sword” (Mat. 26:52).
Peter’s reaction shows that his faith in Christ was mingled with confusion and weakness.
He had confessed Jesus to be the Son of God. But now he was treating Jesus like He needed
Peter’s help. How inconsistent! Jesus reminded him: “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray
to my Father, and He shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?” Peter,
think! Remember who Jesus is!
Let us not jump ahead of the Lord, as if He needs our help. Rather, stop and think. Who is
Jesus? The Lord of all and the gracious Saviour who has all things in His control.
Peter also failed to consider that Jesus was fulfilling Scripture. “But how then shall the
Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” (Mat. 26:54). If Jesus had called for twelve
legions of angels, how then would He fulfill prophecy? He was willing to be led “as a lamb
to the slaughter” (Isa. 53:7) He was willing to fulfill all that is written in the book of the law
concerning the sacrifice of His own body (Ps. 40:7; Heb. 10:5-10). He knew that “all things
must be fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses and in the prophets and in the
psalms” concerning His coming sufferings (Luke 24:44).
A Bitter Cup
Jesus is fully aware that everything is happening according to His Father’s plan. He is ready
to drink the most bitter dregs of His Father’s cup of suffering. “The cup which my Father hath
given me, shall I not drink it?” (Joh. 18:11).
Never think this was easy for Jesus. He Instead of the sword of
agonized about it in the garden of Gethsemane.
self-defense, Jesus chose the
He experienced a deadly sadness of spirit: “My
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death” bitter cup of self-sacrifice.
(Mat. 26:38). He could vividly sense all that
awaited him: the humiliation, abuse, being spit upon, the pain of the whip, the crown of thorns,
being nailed to a cross, and then the most extreme hellish agony of spiritual abandonment by
His Father. Anticipating it, He tasted the bitterness of the coming cup of suffering. He was
overwhelmed with such anxiety, terrors of sadness, and physical tension that it pressed out of
His pores sweating drops of blood. It pressed from His heart a soul-crushing cry: “He went a
little further, and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt” (Mat. 26:39).
Instead of the sword of self-defense, Jesus chose the bitter cup of self-sacrifice. He offered

Table of
CONTENTS

02

Meditation
Peter's Sword or Jesus' Cup

05

church news

06

EDITORIAL
Gospel Solidity (1)

10

Modern
CHurch History
From Orthodox Christianity
to Modernity (12)

14

Practical guidance
How can I benefit
from my Baptism?

17

doctrinal
The Heavenly Potter’s
Sharp Tool

18

devotional
Christ’s Glory from Eternity

20

devotional
Christ’s Glory in His Sufferings
and Descent into Hell

21

devotional
Christ’s Glory in His Death
and Atonement

22

devotional
Christ’s Glory in His Burial

20

annoucements

march 2019 edition · 03

MEDITATION

...CONTINUED

from God’s wrath against sin, “to redeem our body and soul
from everlasting damnation, and obtain for us the favour of
God, righteousness, and eternal life” (Heidelberg Catechism,
A Self-Sacrificing Love
L.D. 15, A.37).
So then, what is the answer when we are shocked, confused,
In Gethsemane, Jesus submitted in love: “…nevertheless not
as I will.” All true (“agapé”) love includes self-denial. In this or discouraged by a fearful circumstance in our life? When we
“nevertheless” Jesus expressed self-denial. He was willing to are tempted to react with expressions of frustration, anger, or
set aside His own good, human desire to live. His crucifixion even violence?
Listen to Jesus! “Put up your sword.” The gospel call says,
started when He crucified His human longing to live. This was
“Do thyself no harm” (cf. Acts 16:28). Stop fighting against
a profound act of self-sacrificing love toward sinners.
Jesus then allowed His hands to be bound and Himself to God’s thoughts or plans! True, you do not understand it all.
be led to the house of the High Priest. It was clear to Peter Don’t try to hastily handle it your way! Step back! Watch your
that Jesus was not going to resist arrest. “Then all the disciples Master at work. Entrust it to Him. Cast your care upon him.
He does care and He knows what He is doing. Listen to your
forsook Him and fled” (Mat. 26:56).
But Jesus was no helpless victim. He had full authority and Captain’s orders. Do not act outside of His will (Heb. 2:10).
The answer always is trust in the Saviour: “Believe on the
control over His life: “No man taketh it from me, but I lay it
Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”
down of myself. I have power to lay it down,
and I have power to take it again” (John
I was not rebellious, Yes, saved also from the deepest suffering
at the heart of all suffering, which is
10:18). He was able to defend Himself, but
neither turned away God’s wrath against sin. Instead, we may
freely chose to sacrifice Himself. He was
back. I gave my back experience spiritual comfort in all our
supremely sovereign over His life as the
Lord, yet submissively self-sacrificing as the to the smiters, and my afflictions, confessing “I am assured that He
Lamb. Amazing love! How can it be?
cheeks to them that took on Him the curse which lay upon me”
(H.C., A.39), for “There is therefore now
In self-giving love, Jesus willingly walked
plucked
off
the
hair:
I
no more condemnation to them which are
the “the road of sorrows” (via dolorosa).
hid not my face from in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). Because Jesus
Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled: “I was not
rebellious, neither turned away back. I gave
shame and spitting. suffered, He took away the sting of suffering
and death for the believer. By faith, we may
my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to
face our suffering with an inner peace.
them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my
Isaiah 50:5-6
Peter reacted differently on the day of
face from shame and spitting” (Is. 50:5-6).
Jesus suffering and death on the cross are central to the Pentecost. As the Holy Spirit was poured out and believers
gospel. Paul wanted to glory in nothing more than “Jesus were witnessing gospel news, some in the crowd mocked.
Christ and him crucified” (Gal. 6:14). He is the only and all- Peter immediately sensed that the name of Jesus was being
sufficient Saviour from sin. As such Jesus is also a fountain of attacked. He reacted. But this time, by the grace of the
Spirit of Christ, he reached for the right sword – the sword
comfort in all our suffering.
of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). He boldly preached the Word of
the Gospel.
A Comfort in Suffering
Peter learned from his Master how to respond to adversity
We have a sympathetic High Priest. In our deepest trials,
most painful struggles, deepest sorrows, or most agonizing and even persecution. He later taught: “If, when ye do well,
questions, let us think of Jesus. Remember that Jesus and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with
experienced what you are going through – and much more. He God. For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also
is able to be touched with the feelings of our infirmities, being suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow
in all points tested like we are. The Bible invites us to come his steps” (1 Pet. 2:19-21).
Because Jesus drank the bitter cup of the curse, He could
with freedom to pour out our heart to a truly sympathetic High
Priest (Heb. 2:18, 4:15-16). He understands. What a comfort give the “cup of blessings” to His disciples. Those blessings
included forgiveness, peace, and the grace to rejoice in Christ
that is in our all our afflictions!
Jesus suffered not only to be a sympathetic High Priest. even while suffering for His sake (Acts 5:41).
M
He was also an atoning High Priest. Jesus was “obedient
May that peaceful joy in all sufferings also be ours. ●
unto death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). The
cross represented God’s curse against sin (Gal. 3:13). Jesus Rev. Pieter VanderMeyden is Emeritus Pastor in the
suffered that cursed death to provide complete deliverance Vineland Free Reformed Church
Himself to satisfy the demands of God’s holy justice and law
against sin. He is the self-sacrificing Lamb of God.
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FREE REFORMED SYNOD 2019

Synod 2019 is scheduled to be held June 3-6, 2019 (with
June 7, if needed), DV.
As the calling church for Synod 2019, we request that
submissions be sent to bert.dejong53@gmail.com no later
than April 12, 2019. Submissions are to be sent in Microsoft
Word format (.docx) or Microsoft Excel format (.xlsx) for
financial reports.
Please note that Synod is expected to be held in the
Dundas FRC (concurrently with the HRC Synod).
Dundas FRC will provide details on accommodations.
On behalf of the Vineland FRC consistory,
Elder Bert De Jong.

Calls

Call Accepted: Rev. S. Dibbet of Lacombe, Alberta, has
accepted the call of the St. George, Ontario congregation
where he hopes to be installed in July 2019.
Calls extended: Candidate Hutton has received a call from the
congregations of Langley, London, Mitchell, and St. Thomas.

P H
EACE

AVEN

FREE REFORMED ASSOCIATION

PEACE HAVEN Free Reformed
Association in Brantford, Ontario
operates two homes with assisted
living in a Christian environment
for persons with disabilities.

For more information about full-time residential care, part-time respite care, day
programs or other support, please contact Peace Haven Director, Margaret Heemskerk,
email: mheemskerk.peacehaven@gmail.com cell: 519-770-8816 or Secretary, Jorina
Bouman jorinabouman@cogeco.ca

Don’t discard used Christian literature or Bibles!

CHRISTIAN SALVAGE MISSION

“Worldwide Distribution of Evangelical Literature”
3 – 120 Lancing Drive, Hamilton, ON Canada L8W 3A1
Phone/Fax: 905-574-3334 Email: info@csmcanada.org www.csmcanada.org
The mandate of Christian Salvage Mission is to gather Bibles and other evangelical
Christian literature that is no longer needed from the shelves of people across Canada
and ship it to Christians in third world countries who are less blessed than we are.
“Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.” John 6:12
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EDITORIAL

Gospel
Solidity (1)
The little word “Yes” has a special meaning. Typically, we
love it when someone says “Yes” to us. Children love that
word on their parents’ lips, after they have long asked for
a dog, a bike, or something else they want. Husbands, you
remember when the woman to whom you proposed marriage
said “Yes.” Ones who have moved to another country, you
remember how special it was to get the response: “Yes, you
may enter the country.” These are memorable “Yesses.”
But none of these compare to the “Yes” which God’s Word
speaks in the gospel, a “Yes” that gives much more than an
earthly gift, relationship, or nationality. God’s “Yes” in the
gospel gives hope and confidence, a future, and a message for
others, as Paul spoke so decisively to the Corinthians: “But
as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay.
For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among
you by us, even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus, was not
yea and nay, but in him was yea. For all the promises of God
in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by
us. Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath
anointed us, is God; who hath also sealed us, and given the
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts” (2 Cor. 1: 18-22).
The Yes in the Gospel
Paul’s relationship with the Corinthians had been challenging
for some time. Although God had used Paul to plant a church
in the proud and hedonistic city of Corinth, after Paul left this
fledging church was attacked by Satan with divisions, sexual
immorality, spiritual pride in spiritual gifts, and a swarm of
other problems. In Ephesus, where he was now ministering,
Paul heard troubling reports about how things were going in
Corinth. Paul wrote to them a few times about plans he had
to visit Corinth again. But because of how things were going,
he ended up making an unannounced, early visit (see 2 Cor.
2:1). That visit did not go well: it seems that the advice Paul
gave was not well-received.
After Paul left Corinth, his opponents used these events
against him. They started saying things like: “You can’t trust
Paul. He says he will come, and then he doesn’t. Then he
comes but doesn’t announce it. Paul is unpredictable. Paul
is fickle and can’t be trusted. He’s a ‘yes-no’ man. He says
‘yes,’ but does ‘no.’ He says ‘no,’ but does ‘yes.’ If we can’t
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trust his word, we can’t trust his preaching, either.”
How does someone deal with opposition like this? Paul’s preaching was being
undermined. Should he throw in the towel? Should he stoop to the level of his detractors
and defend his every thought and action, and point out all their shortcomings while he
was at it?
Thankfully, Paul does none of these things. He believes that God turns all things for
good, even evil (see Rom. 8:28), and so when he sees evil, he sees a platform for good. He
writes to the Corinthians: “But as God is true, our word (=message) toward you was not
yea and nay” (2 Cor. 1:18). In other words: When we preached to you, we were not going
back and forth between ‘yes’ and ‘no.’ We were not inconsistent. The gospel we preached
can be trusted.
What is Paul saying here? He is saying something about how the gospel can be
summarized, in one word. It’s as if he’s asking: “Which one word – Yes or No – could
summarize what I’ve preached to you?” It surely is true that God says “No” to sin, and that
sinners are under condemnation. Heaven is closed to them. The reason that we are under
condemnation is because we have said “No” to God. Paradise is closed to us if we remain
as we were born. This truth was certainly part of Paul’s preaching (e.g., Rom. 1:18-3:20).
Yet, in its essence, the gospel is not God saying “No” to His fallen image-bearer. Instead,
at its very heart, the gospel is this: God has made a way for sinners to be reconciled in His
Son Jesus Christ. In Christ, and because of His vicarious life and death, God says “Yes”
to reconciliation, to peace, to forgiveness, to life, to joy, to a future! God was in the world
reconciling sinners to himself (2 Cor. 5:19). Though we deserve an eternal “No” because
of our sin, the gospel tells of a “Yes” for sinners, for enemies, for ungodly ones, for you
who find that every door that you try to open to get back to God is closed to you. There is
entrance through Jesus Christ, who said, “I am the door” (John 10:7).

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.
Romans 1:16
So many hear the good news of the gospel, and yet their ears and hearts remain closed
to it. They answer the gospel with their own firm “No.” Have you done that? Has your
response been one of unbelief and disobedience? Why would you turn away from God’s
way to be reconciled to Him? When we submit to God’s way of saving sinners in faith, then
the “Yes” of God’s gospel finds an echo in our lives.
Preachers must beware of inconsistent and unbiblical gospel preaching. Some preaching
seems determined to muffle the “Yes” of the gospel, or to prevent some of its hearers from
hearing that “Yes.” Paul would have nothing of a soft “Yes” and a loud “No”, or a tentative
“Yes” followed by a resounding “No.” There is a kind of preaching which briefly opens the
door before the people, only to shut it again, leaving people with an “If only.” This is not
biblical preaching.
Paul’s message was different. He wrote: “Our word toward you was not yea and nay” (2
Cor. 1:18). How did he summarize his preaching? Think of Romans 1:16: “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth.” Remember 1 Corinthians 2:2: “For I determined not to know any thing among
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” In our focus passage, he mentions the names of
Timothy and Silas as well (2 Cor. 1:19), to make clear that all three of them said the same
thing, and by two or three witnesses everything shall be established. Paul appeals not just
to human witnesses, but begins the verse by saying: “As God is true…” (2 Cor. 1:18). In
other words, He appeals to the faithfulness of God. Whatever you might say about people,
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EDITORIAL
including ministers, God’s great faithfulness is unshakable.
His word can always be trusted. God is not minded toward
you today and against you tomorrow. He doesn’t give a “Yes”
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with one hand and take it away with the other. What He has
said, He will do.
The Yes that Is Jesus Christ
The Lord Jesus has many names in the Bible, all of which are
precious: The Good Shepherd, the Way, the Truth, and the Life,
the Rod of Jesse, the Bright and Morning Star, and so on. Paul
gives a very special name to Christ: “Yes.” He is God’s “Yes” to
sinners. In Christ, God doesn’t reject them and cast them out,
if they come to Him, but accepts them, saves them, keeps them,
and loves them. He approves of those who come to Him.
Notice how Paul refers to Christ in verse 19: “For the Son
of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us …
was not yea and nay, but in him was yea….” The Son of God
is “Yes”, God’s “Yes.” In other words, God’s faithfulness and
reliability is most of all seen in His Son, the eternal, majestic
Son, the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8),
who is preached in the gospel. In it He comes close, nearby,
“among you,” the text says. Christ comes riding into our
midst through the preaching, doesn’t He? Believers know and
experience the light, the warmth, the heart-melting love of
Christ as He is preached in His natures and offices, His states
and victory, His intercession and shepherdly care. What an
eternal, unshakeable “Yes”!
Think of the years when Jesus was on earth. What a “Yes”
He was! They were used to hearing a “No” from the nations
that ruled them, as well as from their religious leaders, many
of whom, we read, hid the key of knowledge (Luke 11:52) and
would not let the people enter the kingdom of heaven. The law
also said “No” to them, along with the strictures of the rituals
that they were under for a time, until the full revelation of the
gospel would come with Christ. In contrast, the shepherds
heard of a Savior, lying in a manger, good tidings that shall be
to all people (Luke 2:10-12). He was so accessible, so available,
so inviting, as He called to the masses of heavy-laden sinners
(Matt. 11:28). Even when He seemed to say “No,” as He did to
the Syro-Phoenician woman (Matt. 15:24), it was only to draw
her closer to Himself.
Especially on the cross Christ displayed the great “Yes”
of the gospel. He endured the contradiction of sinners, who
were saying, “Away with Him!” He endured the curse of God,
bearing it for sinners. He endured the darkening of the sun
when it as it were refused to shine on Him. He endured Peter
denying Him even with an oath: “I know not the man” (Matt.
26:72). No place in all the earth seems less inviting than the
cross, but it is the greatest “Yes” of heaven, for there the Son of
God died in my place, so that God can receive me, and sinners
like me.
When sinners come to Christ by faith, they will never find a
“No.” Christ does not turn any away. His heart is open to all
who come in their need to Him, and He especially lets us know
M
that in the promises, which are “Yes” in Him (v. 20). ●
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Press
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FROM
ORTHODOX
CHRISTIANITY
TO
MODERNITY (12)
Kierkegaard the father of
Existentialism and Neo-Orthodoxy

Last time we saw American theologians B. B. Warfield and
G. Machen lead the fight against liberalism during the early
decades of the 20th century. From there, we moved to Europe
and saw the Dutch theologian and statesman Abraham
Kuyper enter the fray by demonstrating liberalism’s
ephemeral character, comparing it to a mirage.
We now turn to an even more formidable critic of liberalism,
the Swiss theologian and leader of the Neo-Orthodox
movement, Karl Barth. The roots of this movement can be traced
to the Danish philosopher/theologian Soren Kierkegaard who
is widely regarded as the father of existentialism and the
grandfather of Neo-Orthodoxy. So before we examine Barth’s
confrontation with liberalism we need to survey the views of
his famous forerunner, Kierkegaard, who provided Barth with
some important building blocks for constructing his massive
theological system.
Kierkegaard: Personal Life
Soren Kierkegaard was born in Copenhagen, Denmark, in
1813. His father had been a farm worker who managed to
improve his social status and earn enough money to live
comfortably for the rest of his life. This also benefitted his son
who was able to devote all his time to studying philosophy,
theology, and writing.
Kierkegaard senior was a very strict and melancholy
Lutheran with a morbid outlook on life. Convinced that
he and his family were under some kind of curse, due to a
heinous childhood sin, he passed this curse on to his children,
especially to Soren who never outgrew the sad effects of his
upbringing. All his life he was a tormented soul, even though
outwardly he appeared like many others in his pursuit
of the pleasures of sin and the world. At the University of
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Copenhagen, he studied hard but found enough time to
spend large amounts of money, dress lavishly, and attend
rowdy parties.
He fell in love and was engaged to Regine Olson. Yet it
was all show, he later admitted. Underneath he felt deeply
unfulfilled, blaming himself for letting his mental agony keep
him from finding true happiness with his fiancée. Reluctant to
break off his engagement for fear of being criticized for doing
what was considered shameful at that time, he decided to treat
her as indifferently as possible, hoping that she would end
the relationship. Sensing what he was trying to do,
she decided not to break up with her lover in the
hope of winning his affection. However, being
afraid that he could never be a good husband
for her, he severed the relationship and
remained single all his life. This traumatic
experience, together with the death of his
father in 1838, convinced Kierkegaard
that his life’s calling was to teach and
write philosophy.
Kierkegaard: His Thoughts
Kierkegaard
is
known
for
his
preoccupation with the individual and his
thoughts, rather than with mankind as a
whole. At the time G. W. F. Hegel’s philosophy
dominated the intellectual scene in Europe.
Hegel’s life-long ambition was to create an allembracing system of reality. Kierkegaard thought that Hegel
left out the most important element of human experience:
human existence itself. Kierkegaard felt that no philosophical
system could explain the human condition. The experience
of reality — the loss of a loved one, the feelings of guilt and
dread — was what mattered; not the “idea” or description
of it. Hegel sought an objective theory of knowledge with
which everyone could agree; Kierkegaard believed in the
subjectivity of truth — meaning that truth is understood and
experienced personally rather than objectively.
Prior to Kierkegaard, philosophers had created massive
systems or theories about man to try to define the essence
of humanness. Man, in general, was compared to animals to
point out the essential differences between them. But terms
like “man in general” or “humanness” are mere abstractions
and generalizations. By trying to define man in objective
terms, philosophers tend to overlook that man is, first of all,
a subject. As R.C. Sproul explains,
When societies place the stress on groups or classes,
the individual person gets lost or eclipsed…. We
say corporations pay taxes but we forget that
corporations are people. The personal element
is obscured by abstract universals. An abstract

universal is an attempt to get at what we call the
essence of a thing. We know that there are men. But
why do we call men, “men.” There are only individuals,
and each individual person is different from every
other individual person.1
For Kierkegaard and all existentialists, existence precedes
essence. Only man’s existence matters and not some abstract
essence by which he is defined. For secular existentialists, life
is a useless passion leading to despair. For instance, the
French existentialist J. P. Sartre said that human
life is meaningless, a cosmic joke and the
cold, impersonal, indifferent universe is the
comedian. His dilemma was, “we are caring
persons living in a world that doesn’t care.
There is nobody in the universe or in
heaven who cares.” The German Friedrich
Nietzsche, another secular existentialist,
concluded that God had died and that
therefore life has no meaning.
Kierkegaard did not go that far because
he very much believed in God’s existence.
But he was often filled with fear and stood in
awe of God who seemed far away as a hidden
God (Deus absconditus). His was a painful
existence faced with fundamental questions
that could not be answered rationally, but only by
crying to God in faith. However, for Kierkegaard faith
was not faith about God or about doctrine, nor was it assent
to the truth of God’s Word. Rather, faith was a passionate
commitment to God in the face of uncertainty. Also, for him,
faith is taking a risk that requires total self-denial. Only by
choosing faith over unbelief does one experience authentic
human existence.
Christianity and Christendom
These two are not synonymous but opposites. The greatest
enemy of Christianity, Kierkegaard argued, was “Christendom”
— the cultured and respectable Christianity of his day. He
became increasingly convinced that his calling in life was to
emphasize the difficulty involved in becoming a Christian.
“You need to be aware of the cost of faith and pay the price,
he warned his fellow Danes. We are what is called a ‘Christian’
nation — but in such a sense that not a single one of us is in the
character of the Christianity of the New Testament.”
Throughout his life, Kierkegaard struggled with the
question of what it means to be a Christian and to have a
saving relationship with God. He was disappointed with the
answers given by official Christendom, by both orthodoxy
and liberalism. The orthodox cling to the conviction that
in Scripture we have a set of divine truths that need to be
believed. Liberals insist that in Christianity we find the
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JOB OPPORTUNITies

Full-time Teaching Positions.

Providence Christian School is accepting applications for a
full-time position for a High School Science or Math teacher,
commencing August 12, 2019. Ability to teach part of our
P.E. program will be a definite asset.
We also have a possible opening in grade 5 or 6.
We are looking for enthusiastic teachers who have a
passion for Christian Education. We encourage applications
by qualified teachers who submit to God’s Holy Word,
subscribe to the Reformed confessions, and are committed
to educating children and youth for formation of a distinct
Christian worldview.
Providence Christian School is a growing Christian school in
Monarch, Alberta.
It is situated in a beautiful, southern, rural community,
minutes from Lethbridge.
It has grades K-12 with over 150 students and with 12 staff
members.
PCS offers:
• a four-day school week
• attractive working and living conditions
• a growing, committed school community
• a dedicated team of teachers
Suitable candidates are encouraged to electronically
submit:
• a letter of application
• a résumé containing three references
• a brief philosophy of Christian Education statement
The application deadline is April 2, 2019.
For inquiries check out our website pcsmonarch.com or
contact the principal, Mr. Hugo VanderHoek,
principal@pcsmonarch.com , 403-381-4418

Rehoboth
Christian School

COPETOWN, ONTARIO

Invites applications for possible elementary, secondary,
and educational support positions for the 2019/20
school year
We are looking for qualified individuals with a vision
for Christian education to join our committed, vibrant
community of learners. We are a K-12 parent-run
school serving the families of four local Free Reformed
Churches and beyond. Located on a beautiful rural setting
between Hamilton and Brantford, RCS has been blessed
with a strongly supportive community, and since our
inception in 1978, we have grown to an enrollment of 380
students. Please send a cover letter, resume, statement
of faith, and references, including a pastoral reference
(teacher applicants are also asked to include a philosophy
of education) to the attention of:
Brian Kemper, Principal
198 Inksetter Road P.O. Box 70, Copetown, ON L0R 1J0
t. 905.627.5977 e. principal@rehoboth.on.ca
w. www.rehoboth.on.ca
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highest expression of truths of which all men are aware, but
incompletely and dimly. Kierkegaard rejected both answers
and asked not, what is the content of the Christian faith, but
what does it mean to be a Christian? He was convinced that
most members of the state church in Denmark were only
nominal Christians and that a mere outward profession
prevented one from becoming a true believer.
The only way one can become a Christian, Kierkegaard
concluded, is to take a “leap of faith” by which he meant a
radical commitment of one’s entire life to God. The boundary
between God and man can be bridged by faith, not by reason.
What separates man from God is sin, which Kierkegaard
defines as man’s awareness that he is a finite creature over
against an infinite God. This awareness brings man to
despair. “Man stands over against the awful otherness of
God by which his own existence is challenged, questioned,
and judged.”2
To paraphrase this Danish philosopher, when man studies
his true situation he is driven to despair, and in his despair,
he is ready to grasp the salvation that God offers to him. Man
sees that he is bound by the finite world, but he is pulled
toward the infinite. He longs for the good or ethical life, but
fails to live it and he is brought to despair by this failure.
In his despair, however, he takes the leap of faith whereby
he chooses to follow Christ who is the bridge between the
infinite God and finite man. But taking this leap does not
result in assurance or certainty of faith. The believer
continues to doubt as long as he lives. He may, however,
receive a measure of peace whenever he takes another leap
of faith which “is always, in part, a leap in the dark and a
gamble that there is a God. Faith means the betting of one’s
life upon God in Jesus Christ.”3
For Kierkegaard, God is always the Transcendent One
from whom man is separated by his sin and guilt. Man
cannot come to God, but God must come to man. Even in
the act of leaping in faith, it is God who enables man to take
this leap.
Karl Barth was greatly influenced by Kierkegaard,
especially by his rejection of the liberal view of God’s
immanence at the expense of or actually the total neglect of
His transcendence. For Barth as well as for Kierkegaard, God
is the Transcendent One or Wholly Other One who reveals
Himself as infinite Creator to man as finite creature.
What are sin, salvation, and the leap of faith that leads
to salvation in this theology or philosophy? We will try to
M
answer these and other questions next month, DV. ●
Endnotes
1. R.C. Sproul, Lifeviews, 45.
2. Alasdair I. C. Heron, A Century of Protestant Theology, 47-48.
3. Ibid., 126.
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JOB OPPORTUNITies
PROVIDENCE REFORMED COLLEGIATE
invites applications for possible and definite openings in
2019-20 for HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS

Providence has a definite opening for a senior science
teacher in 2019-20, and possible openings in all academic
areas. Whether an experienced or a new teacher seeking
an opportunity to work in a close-knit school community
of students, parents, and teachers, we encourage your
application.
Providence is a Reformed Christian high school serving 100
students for over 20 years in Komoka, just west of London,
Ontario. We provide students a Christ-centred, studentoriented, and teacher-directed education. We are intentional
in nurturing students in the fear and knowledge of the
Lord, and we seek to equip them for a life of service in the
Kingdom of God.
Please submit a cover letter, résumé, statement of faith,
philosophy of education, and letters of reference (including
one from your pastor or elder) to:
Mr. Mike Vander Deen, Principal
Providence Reformed Collegiate
93 Queen Street
Komoka, ON N0L 1R0
519-471-0661
mvanderdeen@providencerc.com
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How Can I Benefit
from My Baptism?
But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting
upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s
children; to such as keep his covenant, and to those that
remember his commandments to do them.
Psalm 103:17–18

That there is great value and benefit in Christian baptism should be an obvious truth to anyone who
takes the Word of God seriously. We see baptism’s value when we consider the person who instituted
it—the Lord Jesus (Matt. 28:19). We recognize its obvious value in that the Most High God is showing
Himself willing to covenant with sinful man in grace (Gen. 17:7–10; cf. Acts 2:39). Its benefits become
apparent when we consider the great gospel blessings signified and sealed in baptism—union with
Christ (Gal. 3:27), the washing away of sins by His blood (Mark 1:4), regeneration by the Spirit (Titus
3:5), the Father’s adopting love (Gal. 3:26), and newness of life (Rom. 6:3–4).
For all that is obvious, however, what does not seem as obvious is the answer to the question,
How can I benefit from my baptism? In question 167, the Westminster Larger Catechism refers
to this as “the needful but much neglected duty of improving our baptism.” These questions
ought to impress our consciences: How have I profited from baptism? Can I profit from it more?
In many cases, the benefits of baptism have been stunted or canceled through abuse. On the one
hand, to claim or suggest that the waters of baptism automatically effect the forgiveness of sins is
a dangerous delusion. To presume that regeneration inevitably accompanies or follows baptism
is equally dangerous. On the other hand, regarding baptism merely as a profession of personal
faith robs the sacrament of its deep spiritual meaning and benefit. If the Larger Catechism is
correct, then arguably the greatest culprit for not benefiting from baptism is either neglect or
lacking awareness of what the Scriptures teach about baptism. The best ways to remedy these
problems are, first, to understand the benefits of baptism and, second, to know how we benefit
from baptism.
An Illustration: From Rags to Riches
In many ways, the baptized person is like a beggar who has come into a tremendous inheritance
of a great and stately mansion and incredible wealth. Before, because of his own sloth, neglect,
immorality, and crime, he was bankrupt; he trudged around the streets in his old clothes, he had
no work, he begged for money, and he had no friends or family who cared for him. He was a loner,
a reject in and out of prison and despised by one and all. “Such were some of you,” Paul says to
the Corinthians. “You stole, you lied, you cheated, you abused and were abused, you slept around,
you did everything that excluded you from the kingdom of God.” “But,” he continues, “you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of
our God” (see 1 Cor. 6:9–11). And so this washed beggar is brought from the vile squalor in the
streets of sin and from spiritual bankruptcy into “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away” (1 Peter 1:4). Incredible benefits are now his! As he goes on in life, he
learns more and more of the good things he has inherited, and as he grows in this knowledge he
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benefits more and more from these things with each passing day.
This is a small picture of how baptism serves as a means of grace in the believer’s life. The
gospel benefits signified and sealed in baptism have brought the lost and spiritually bankrupt
sinner into a great inheritance, a great treasure house of blessing. Incredible benefits are now
his! As he goes on in life, he learns more and more of the good things that he has inherited in
Christ, and he profits (or should profit) more and more from these things with each passing day.
Hence, the Larger Catechism continues, “The needful but much neglected duty of improving
our baptism, is to be performed by us all our life long” (emphasis added). Wilhelmus à Brakel
exhorts, “Be reminded of your baptism as often as you hear your name mentioned.”1 Baptism
happens only once, but the benefits derived from baptism through faith in Christ and with the
Spirit’s blessing are lifelong.
So what are the benefits of baptism, and how do I benefit from it? In answering these questions,
we will follow the life of the beggar who has come into this great inheritance, together with his
children. He benefits from his baptism in each of the following ways.
By Recognizing What God Has Done for Me in Christ
Louis Berkhof wrote helpfully, “We are no richer than our comprehension of what we possess,
and that it is the true appreciation of our wealth which determines the measure of enjoyment
derived from it.”2 The beggar might be walking around the grand halls of his new mansion
completely unaware of or unappreciative of all the luxuries and wealth available to him. Indeed,
he may walk around the lush gardens and be as miserable as he ever was on the street. If he does
not comprehend or appreciate his wealth, then he does not receive enjoyment from it, and it is as
though he were still living in poverty. What a tragic thing it is when Christians don’t comprehend
or appreciate the riches of grace that have been signified and sealed to them in baptism. It can be
as though they were not inheritors of a tremendous spiritual inheritance.
Baptism, however, helps me recognize what I was before grace and what has been done for
me in Christ (1 Cor. 6:7–10; Eph. 2:1–7). In this regard, baptism is both a sign and a seal. A sign
points to something else; it is not the thing itself. A sign on the road might tell you that you are
twenty miles from Jerusalem; the sign is not Jerusalem, but the sign points you to Jerusalem. So
baptism signifies Christ and all the blessings and promises of the covenant of grace in Him. The
seal, however, is the mark of authentication. How do you know the sign is true? How do you know
it will be true for you? How do you know this is not all too good to be true? Because along with
the sign, there is also the authenticating seal of the king. Baptism points us to the tremendous
blessings and promises of the covenant of grace, but it is also the authenticating seal of God.
Therefore, all the blessings signified are real and available to me according to the terms of the
covenant of grace.
What then is signified and sealed in baptism? The washing of water points to the filth and
pollution of our sin and that we need to be washed. Baptism into the triune name signifies and
seals our identification with each of the divine persons. Being baptized into the name of the Father
signifies and seals the great and eternal covenant of grace that God the Father has made with us,
His adopting love, and His pledge to provide us with all the provision and protection of a loving
father. Being baptized into the name of the Son signifies and seals the washing away of sins in the
blood of the Son and of being united to His glorious person in His death and resurrection. Being
baptized into the name of the Holy Spirit signifies and seals the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
and His applying to us all the benefits of the redemption purchased by Christ. In short, baptism
reminds us that “all things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
1. Wilhelmus à Brakel, The Christian’s Reasonable Service (Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 1999),
2:521. Brakel is referring to the custom of his day that the child’s name was first pronounced at the time of his or
her baptism, and when the child’s name was pronounced, the name of the Lord was also pronounced; thereby the
Lord appropriated the child to Himself.
2. Louis Berkhof and Cornelius Van Til, Foundations of Christian Education: Addresses to Christian Teachers
(Phillipsburg, N. J.: P&R, 1990), 79.
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death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye
are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” (1 Cor. 3:21–23).
By Responding in Faith to What God Has Done for Me
in Christ
Of course, there must be more than recognition of what God
has done in Christ; there must also be an appropriate response.
The only appropriate response is the faith that receives the
bounties freely given. In Psalm 116, the psalmist asks, “What
shall I render unto the LORD for all His benefits toward me?”
(v. 12). What will I give back in return? How will I repay this
great gift? The fact is that you don’t pay back; you can’t pay
back. The wonderful answer to the question “What will I give?”
is “I will take”! “I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon
the name of the LORD. I will pay my vows unto the LORD now
in the presence of all his people” (vv. 13–14). I benefit from
baptism when I learn (and relearn) that in grace, the way to
render thanks to the LORD is to continue to thankfully receive
blessings from the LORD.
There is no greater blessing received than the triune name of
the Lord into which the person has been baptized. This entails
identification with the triune God. God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit have a claim on you. In this regard,

the apostle is emphatic: “Ye are not your own [!] For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). The beneficiary
implications of this identification are far-reaching. First, it
means that I fully renounce all spiritual enemies and sinful
ways: I forget my father’s house and people who are mine (Ps.
45:10). I have nothing to do any more with idols (Hosea 14:8).
I purpose to obey God’s commandments and part ways with all
evil doers (Ps. 119:115). I deny ungodliness and worldly lusts
(Titus 2:12).
Second, I am fully and unreservedly devoted to Jesus Christ
as my Lord and Savior (Rom. 6:4). I believe in Him (John 9:38),
confess Him (Matt. 10:32), love Him (Ps. 116:1), love His people
(1 John 3:14), love His law (1 John 5:3), love His day (Isa. 58:13–
14), and love His worship (Ps. 84:10). I love everything about
Him and belonging to Him (Song 5:16), and I love to hear of
others who love Him (Col. 1:4). I have no greater love or joy than
M
to hear that my children are walking in the truth (3 John 4). ●
Rev. I. Macleod is pastor of the Grand Rapids Free Reformed
Church. This article is taken from his recently published 32
page booklet entitled How can I benefit from My Baptism,
published by RHB in their Cultivating Biblical Godliness series.
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The Heavenly
Potter’s
Sharp Tool
A sculptor sits down on his stool with his sleeves rolled up. He
reaches out and lays hold of the clay – cold, passive, and formless.
On the wheel, he spins and shapes the clay, fashioning it into that
which is before his mind’s eye. He is in total control, the master
of his art. He is the lord of the clay, and the product is wholly his.
All human sculptors are but a hazy image, a shadow of God.
He is the Prime Sculptor, making the worlds, shaping them
into the pattern and use for which He has predetermined them.
Scripture confirms what nature teaches. God is Sovereign,
performing His absolute will.
This extends not only to lifeless earth or to the animal
kingdom, for God is also Sculptor of man. He has
a predetermined purpose for him, a purpose as it
pleases Him. Now, looking at the wreckage of human
history, it may seem as though God’s purpose has
failed. Satan hijacked the man-project, and
Adam and Eve were ruined. True enough.
But God’s will cannot in the end be
thwarted. If it can, we demote God. Shorn
of omnipotence, He lives not as the Shaper,
but as the shaped.  But God is God! And “He
has done whatever pleased Him.”
Adam and Eve, complicit with the Devil,
abused their free will – and we in them.
Further, we have, as their offspring, followed
suit. But this did not catch God off-guard. God
had already, from eternity past, determined
that man should fall into sin and misery, and
even this would fulfill His purpose. “Known
unto God are all his works from the foundation
of the world.”
And from before all time, God chose from the
clay of mankind a number of men and women
as yet unborn and non-existent. He determined
to fashion them and not others into vessels
on which He would lavish mercy and eternal
glory. Then God also sovereignly chose that the
rest of mankind should be designed for eternal
ruin for their eventual sins. Everlasting life and
everlasting death – these the Bible presents to us
as the two unseen destinies for which this world
is but a brief preparation. Some will go to heaven,

Rev. Michael Ives
while others will be plunged into hell. And why? Because God is
the Master Sculptor. He is the Determiner of everything. Or, in
short, because God is God. “He hath made all things for himself,
yea, even the wicked for the day of judgment.”
This rubs sinful men the wrong way. Paul, anticipating this
objection, wrote,
“Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God?
Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast
thou made me thus? Hath not the potter power over the
clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour,
and another unto dishonour? What if God, willing to
shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured
with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction: and that he might make known the riches
of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore
prepared unto glory, Even us, whom he hath called, not
of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles” (Rom. 9:20-24).
We can surely clench our teeth, shake our fists, and protest
all we want. But God is God. He does as it pleases Him. “Many
are called, but few are chosen.” “I will have mercy on whom I
will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will
have compassion.” “Elect according to the purpose of him who
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”
If you chafe at this, you do it at your peril. God’s will is
irresistible. You can fault God, but God is faultless.  We all know
that God does not make us sin; no one does. But you fight God
unforced; you walk down the broad path to destruction of your
own free will.
But just as the sun softens some materials and hardens
others, so God can take this solemn doctrine
of predestination and use it to bring about a
very different response. The Master is ever at
His workbench. He uses various tools for His
purpose. And even this tool, with its seemingly
sharp, serrated edges, is at His disposal.
Perhaps even now He is humbling you. Perhaps
now He is instilling fear and spiritual anxiety.
Perhaps until now you have never thought of
your eternal destiny, much less the horrifying
prospect of hell. But maybe now you are. And
now you must be saved.
Cry out to God. Call upon His name. And lay
hold of that only name that He has given among
men through which they may be saved, the
M
name of Jesus Christ. ●
Rev. Michael Ives is an alumnus of PRTS (2005)
and pastor of the Presbyterian Reformed
Church of Rhode Island with which the FRCNA
has limited contact.
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Christ’s
Glory from
Eternity
And now, O Father, glorify thou
me with thine own self with
the glory which I had with thee
before the world was.
John 17:5
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In this remarkable petition, Christ directs our attention to the
glory He had prior to creation. On the threshold of the darkest
hour of His humiliation, He yearns for the full restoration of the
glory that He had with His Father as the co-eternal, co-equal,
and co-essential Son of the Father. The nature and full extent
of that glory is a profound mystery that transcends our finite
and darkened understanding. And yet it has pleased the Holy
Spirit to lift the veil of that mystery in some measure; we will
therefore focus on what is recorded in Scripture regarding the
pre-incarnate glory of Christ as the eternal and only begotten
Son of the Father.
The importance of addressing this aspect of Christ’s glory is
evident in the remarkable words of John 1:14: “And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father.” Though this glory
was concealed behind the veil of His humanity, John beheld
flashes of that glory as He witnessed Christ’s miracles and His
omniscience. He also beheld a more dramatic display of that
glory on the Mount of Transfiguration; an increasing display
of that glory after Christ arose and ascended on high; and an
unforgettable display of His brilliant glory on the Isle of Patmos.
This glory is an essential component of the Savior’s identity.
Hebrews 1:3 states that the eternal Son of God is “the brightness of
His [Father’s] glory, and the express image of his [Father’s] person.”
This means that in His divine person He is the radiance and reflection
of who His Father is; His glory is therefore a replica of His Father’s
glory. As the second person of the Trinity, the Son perfectly reflects
the personhood of the Father as the first person of the Trinity. The
Father eternally beholds in His Son, “who is the image of the invisible
God” (Col. 1:15), a perfect reflection of Himself.
Something of this is unveiled in Proverbs 8:30, where the Son,
speaking as the eternal Wisdom of the Father, declares, “I was
daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.” John alludes to this
relationship when he writes, “No man hath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he
hath declared him.” It is noteworthy that John writes that the only
begotten Son is in the bosom or heart of the Father. From eternity
past to eternity future, the Son resides in His Father’s heart and
knows it from the inside out. This qualifies Him to be the One who
declares to us who the Father is—which He does as the eternal
and living Word of His Father. “No man knoweth the Son, but the

Rev. Bartel Elshout
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he
to whomsoever the Son will reveal him” (Matt. 11:27). He could
therefore state emphatically to Philip and the disciples, “He that
hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).
This explains why John records eight separate testimonies
that the Father loves His Son. That love was already expressed in
the Old Testament when Jehovah declares, “Behold my servant,
whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth” (Isa.
42:1). It was expressed when the Father declared at Christ’s
baptism and on the Mount of Transfiguration, “This is my beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased.” It is therefore the Father’s
eternal objective to glorify His Son, for nothing so delights Him
as to behold the glory of His Son.
When Christ petitioned His Father to glorify Him with His own
self with the glory He had with Him before the world was, He
touched His Father’s heartstrings! And yet Christ knew that this
petition could not be granted apart from the cross. The Father
would supremely glorify Him in His death and resurrection, and
give Him a Name above every name (Phil. 2:8–9).
Therefore, what profound comfort that the Father complied
with His Son’s petition! Therein lies the security of God’s church,
for in promoting the glory of His Son, the Father is simultaneously
promoting the redemption of His people. He chose us in the Son,
gave us to Him, redeemed us by Him, has united us to Him, and is
conforming us to Him; He will also glorify us to bask eternally in the
glory of His Son. Jesus referred to this at the end of His high-priestly
prayer, saying, “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given
me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which
thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of
the world” (John 17:24). Thus, for all whom the Father has given to
His Son, it will be confirmed: “Whom he did predestinate, them he
also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom
he justified, them he also glorified” (Rom. 8:30).
What sacred obligation believers therefore have to aim for the
glory of the Father’s Son, their precious Lord Jesus Christ! It
so pleases and delights the Father when He sees in our walk a
likeness to His Son, a glimmer of the glory of His Son—and how
it must grieve Him when Christians bearing the name of His Son,
dishonor Him by disobeying the Word of His Son.
May God grant that we, His adopted sons and daughters,
would be preoccupied with the glory of His only begotten and
well-beloved Son, “being changed into the same image from glory
to glory” (2 Cor. 3:18). This is the glory He had before the world
was and will forever radiate in the new heavens and earth, in
which righteousness will dwell. The glory of God will lighten the
heavenly Jerusalem, and the Lamb, the Father’s Son, will be the
light thereof (Rev. 21:23). Thanks be to God for the unspeakable
gift of His glorious Son!
Rev. Bartel Elshout is pastor of the Heritage Reformed
Congregation of Hull, Iowa. This article was first published in the
M
Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth (December 2011). ●

JOB OPPORTUNITies
The Board of OXFORD REFORMED
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL invites applications for

elementary and high-school teaching positions.

Oxford Reformed Christian school is a vibrant, unified, parentrun Christian school that has been serving the educational
needs of several local Reformed communities for the past
13 years. We have been blessed with a new facility located
in Mount Elgin, a rural village in south-western Ontario. Our
enrolment has grown to over 340 students and we offer a
Kindergarten to grade 12 Christ-centered education. For
more information, visit our website: orcschool.ca.
Qualified, passionate, motivated HIGH-SCHOOL
TEACHERS and ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS
committed to the Reformed faith and to Christian education
are encouraged to join our staff team.
• High-School Math/Science Teacher needed
starting in January 2019.
• High-School Teachers needed for the
2019-2020 school year. (Math, Sciences,
Humanities).
• Elementary school teacher(s) needed for
the 2019-2020 school year.
Applications must include a resume, statement of faith,
philosophy of Christian education, and references. Promptly
send to: Oxford Reformed Christian School, c/o Mr. W. Van
Brugge (principal), 333182 Plank Line, PO Box 87, Mount
Elgin, ON, N0J 1N0.
E-mail: principal@orcschool.ca Phone: 519-485-1142

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

invites applications for the following positions for the 20192020 school year:
• Full-time Secondary Science/Math Teacher
• Secondary French Teacher
• Elementary French Teacher
• Full-time Elementary Teacher
• Part-time Elementary Teacher
• Part-time Kindergarten Teacher
• Possible EA and TA Positions
HCS has a student body of 653 students from K to 12,
a dedicated Reformed Christian community, a cohesive,
professional faculty and staff of 60+ persons, and beautiful,
modern facilities.
We seek qualified applicants who seek to serve Jesus
Christ in Christian education, who submit to Holy Scripture
as confessed in the Reformed creeds and committed professionals who lead students to a life of dedicated service
to our Lord.
How to join us: submit a résumé, with a statement of your
philosophy of education, a statement of faith, and references, including one from your current pastor
Please forward inquiries and/or applications to:
Heritage Christian School (Attn: Admin)
2850 Fourth Avenue, Box 400
Jordan Station, Ontario, Canada L0R 1S0
Phone (905) 562-7303
Email: heritage@hcsjordan.ca
Website: www.hcsjordan.ca
“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord.” Ps. 127:3
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Rev. Michael Fintelman

Christ’s Glory in
His Sufferings and
Descent into Hell
Of all the experiences of Jesus Christ relating to His redemption, perhaps none is so vivid as His
suffering and descent into hell. When we hear the words “Jesus,” “suffering,” and “hell” in one
sentence, images of pain and anguish flood our minds and grip our hearts. Maybe a politically
correct society not wanting to offend the weak of heart would rather quickly gloss over the
extreme suffering of Christ—a suffering which found its extremity in His hellish anguish on the
cross. Maybe a more sterilized version of Christ’s redemption would be palatable to the masses.
Perhaps it would be more appealing to many, but it would not be beneficial. Even though His
suffering was not attractive in terms of external beauty, yet it was glorious suffering. How?
Christ’s suffering was glorious because it was substitutionary. When we consider any aspect
of Christ’s work, we must recall why He did it. Aside from the ultimate reason of God’s glory,
remember that Jesus Christ came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10). So as He suffered
during His short life and experienced pangs of hell on the cross, He was suffering on behalf
of His church. The separation of God’s favor in both His body and soul—this was part of our
redemption! He suffered all the time He lived on the earth, but especially at the end of His life so
that His church could have our earthly suffering sanctified and ultimately be exempt from eternal
suffering in hell. One of the most gloriously comforting answers in the Heidelberg Catechism
relates to the descending of Christ into hell—the extremity of His suffering. When asked why
Christ descended into hell (Q. 44), the answer given is this: “That in my greatest temptations, I
may be assured, and wholly comfort myself in this, that my Lord Jesus Christ, by His inexpressible
anguish, pains, terrors and hellish agonies, in which He was plunged during all His sufferings,
but especially on the cross, hath delivered me from the anguish and torments of hell.”
Jesus’ suffering was also in willing obedience to His Father’s will. As Jesus prays to His
Father in John 17 with His redemptive suffering almost over, He refers repeatedly to God’s
glory interwoven with expressions of His own willing obedience in saving His people. In other
words, the Father did not have to “twist the arm” of Christ in order for Him to suffer; It was
Jesus’ delight to do His Father’s will. The joy of Christ is obedient children, and the glorious
delight of the Christian is found in reflecting on the willing, obedient nature of our glorious
suffering Savior.
Finally, there is glory in that Christ’s suffering is complete. In the Old Testament, the sufferings
of Christ were prophesied (cf. Isa. 53:3–11). In the New Testament, those prophecies were fulfilled.
But now His sufferings are completed, never to be repeated, nor needing to be augmented by our
contribution. There is nothing that we can contribute to our salvation, nor is there anything to
supplement the sufferings of Christ to make it more effectual. When He cried out on the cross,
“It is finished,” He meant that in the fullest degree of its expression. His sufferings are complete.
We have nothing to add!
I pray we would truthfully echo Hebrews 2:9, 10: “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower
than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour.... For it became [was
fitting for] Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to
M
glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect [complete] through sufferings.” ●
Rev. Michael Fintelman is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in Plymouth, Wisconsin.
This article was first published in the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth (December 2011).
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Devotional · three

Rev. Jerrold Lewis

Christ’s Glory
in His Death and
Atonement
If you see Jesus Christ on the cross as a passive victim whose ability to glorify and be glorified was
restricted or removed, you are mistaken. It was not only His duty to die, but His pleasure. Christ’s
humiliation and exaltation are categorical distinctions. However, this does not mean there was no
glory in His death and atonement.
Christ’s Glory in Death
Christ did not die solely because He was sent; He also died because He loved His mission. He came “to
seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). By His own will and volition He did this. There is great
glory in the death of the One who gave “his life a ransom for many.” He says in His High Priestly prayer
of John 17, “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee
before the world was” (v. 5). So in that death was love (Rom. 5:8); in that death was power (Mark 5:38);
in that death was triumph (Isa. 25:8); and in that death was the transcendent glory of His victory over
that last enemy (1 Cor. 15:54–55). He is a mighty, glorified Savior even in His act of dying. He says of His
life, “No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power
to take it again” (John 10:18). By this He demonstrates the wondrous truth that, when He died, He died
conquering. Yes, He trembled, but He did not faint. He did not give up, but agonized, battled with, and
won the victory over sin and the grave. This is the glory of His death. “If He died a mere passive victim,”
says Hugh Martin, “He did not die a victor.” But He died triumphantly crying, “It is finished.”
Christ’s Glory in His Atonement
There is equal glory in His atonement. For reasons outside of Himself, He entered time and space
to satisfy divine justice on behalf of His own. His shed blood became the open payment, by divine
surety, to appease the wrath of the Father. By substitution, He removed the guilty stain of original and
actual transgression and secured reconciliation for sinners bound by sin. The glory of that atonement
lay hidden in every beautiful type and shadow of the Old Testament ceremonial law, until the time of
Reformation (Heb. 9:10). His atonement is full of glory because, by it, “he ascended up on high, he led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men” (Eph. 4:8). Captivity here is a collective noun for a plurality
of enemies; the meaning is that, by His atonement, Christ brought His enemies into subjection. Sin
and the devil and death are on a chain, held firmly by His atoning work, which is the grounds of His
ascended glory as King! By His death, Jesus made a full and complete satisfaction for the countless
transgressions of an innumerable host, and was given a name above every name (Phil. 2).
These truths are not cold and didactic for the believing heart. A believer’s desire is to finally behold
that glory, and the reflection of it will adorn and glorify them (2 Cor. 3:18). They desire to be in heaven
with Christ, cleansed from the last trace of sin, pure as He is pure, clothed with His own righteousness,
and witness the fulfillment of His prayer, “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with
me where I am; that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the
foundation of the world.... The glory which thou gavest me I have given them” (John 17:24, 26).
Let us, then, confess with the apostle Paul, “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of
M
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14). ●
Rev. Jerrold Lewis is pastor of the Free Reformed Church in Pompton Plains, New Jersey. This
article was first published in the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth (December 2011).
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Christ’s
Glory in His
Burial
When Christ cried out from the cross, “It is finished,” He had
completed the work that His Father had given Him to do. Christ’s
burial was His last step of humiliation, and we can clearly see His
glory in His burial as it connects to His death and resurrection.
First, Christ’s own Word testifies of His glory. Psalm 16:10 says,
“For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,” which means that His
body would not stay in the grave. We also read in Isaiah 53:9, “He
made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death,”
which reveals the glory Christ received in a proper and honorable
burial. Christ’s burial fulfills an Old Testament type, which Christ
refers to in Matthew 12:10: “For as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the son of man be three days
and three nights in the heart of the earth.” His burial reveals the
fulfillment of everything the temple pointed to; consider Christ’s
remarks after cleansing the temple in John 2:19, 21: “Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.... He spake of the temple
of his body.” Christ’s burial fulfilled His own prophetic Word.
Second, Christ’s glory shines in His burial since it is a testimony
that He really died. Our Heidelberg Catechism poses the question,
“Why was He ‘buried’?” and gives the answer, “His burial testifies
that He really died.” It was a convincing testimony of the truth
that Christ satisfied the justice of God against sin! Christ truly
died; the body and soul of our blessed Lord were separated for
three days and three nights as a glorious stage for the almighty
work of God in raising Christ from the grave.
Third, the nature of Christ’s burial testifies of His glory. The
Roman practice was to either leave the body to be devoured by
animals of prey or at best cast the bodies into a common grave
without a proper burial.
Yet Christ was anointed for His burial and received a proper
and honorable burial by His friends: a rich man, an honorable
man, and women who stood as witnesses and mourners.
Although time was short for Joseph and Nicodemus, God
through His providence granted that His law would be fulfilled:
“His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt
in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed
of God)” (Deut. 21:23). Although Christ died and made His grave
with the wicked, He was with the rich in His death (Isa. 53:9).
What comfort can we find in the burial of Jesus? First, the
certainty of His full satisfaction of sin needs to be our primary
comfort. Disobedience merited death, and the reality of death is
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Rev. Scott Dibbet
the grave. Therefore, in Christ’s death all the sins of His people
are paid and are buried with Him as we read in Romans 6:6,
“Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the
body of sin might be destroyed.”
Our second comfort is that Christ sanctified the grave. Death
is our final enemy; to the natural mind it is victorious, since we
become dust. Yet Christ humbled Himself to the very dust of
death to take its sting away from His people. He was buried but
rose again so that we may praise our glorious Redeemer who has
given us the victory over the grave. “O death, where is thy sting?
M
O grave, where is thy victory?” (1 Cor. 15:55). ●
Rev. Scott Dibbet is pastor of the Free Reformed Church in
Lacombe, Alberta and has accepted a call to the Free Reformed
Church of St. George, Ontario. This article was first published in
the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth (December 2011).

SPRING Organ & PANFLUTE
TOUR 2019
with Andre

Knevel and Liselotte Rokyta

Saturday March 23

Mountainview CRC

With the Mattaniah Christian Male Choir
Naomi VanManen piano (no panflute)
290 Main St. E, Grimsby ON
Time: 8:00 pm
Monday april 1

Shalom Manor

12 Bartlett Ave., Grimsby ON
Time: 10:30 - 11:30
Monday april 1

Heatherwood Homes

JOB OPPORTUNITies
Christian School Principal

Rehoboth Christian School invites applicants for the position of
Principal for the 2019/2020 academic year. Located on a beautiful rural
setting between Brantford and Hamilton, RCS is a K-12 parent-run
school that serves the needs of four local Free Reformed Churches
and beyond. God has blessed RCS with both a strong and supportive
community as well as a committed faculty. Since its inception in 1978,
the school has grown to an enrollment of nearly 400 students.
In addition to being a servant-leader who is committed to instruction
from a biblical Reformed perspective, the successful candidate will be
passionate about educational excellence and a person of integrity who
is relational, motivated, and positive.
Responsibilities include the following:
• School Leadership: articulate and promote a school
culture and educational atmosphere consistent with the
school’s mission, act as an ambassador for the school,
and communicate effectively with the school community
• Administrative Leadership: together with Elementary
and Secondary Vice-Principals, maintain good order
necessary for operational functionality of the school
• Educational Leadership: supervise teacher development
and promote professional educational expertise
• Transformational Leadership: understand and facilitate
change as necessary to promote both the school’s
mission and educational excellence
If this opportunity excites you and you believe that you may be
called to serve in this capacity, please send a cover letter, resume,
statement of belief, philosophy of education and references at your
earliest convenience or by February 28, 2019 to the attention of the
Education Committee Chairman:
Joel Hamstra
Rehoboth Christian School
198 Inksetter Road
Box 70, Copetown, ON
L0R 1J0
jmhamstra@gmail.com (905) 906 6681

113 Scott St., St Catharines ON
Time: 2:30-3:30
tueSday april 2

Holland Christian
Homes
7900 McLaughlin Rd.,
Brampton ON
Time: 8:00 pm

WedneSday april 3

Free Reformed
Church

1114 Old Mohawk Rd.,
Ancaster ON
Benefit: Peace Haven
Time: 7:30 pm
thurSday april 4

Knox Presbyterian Church
59 Riddell Street, Woodstock ON
Benefit: Bonisa
Time: 7:30 pm
Friday april 5

Canadian Reformed Church
173354 County Rd. 25,
Grand Valley ON
Time: 7:30 pm

andre KneVel,
ORgan

Saturday april 6

Bridge St. United Church
60 Bridge St. E., Belleville ON
Time: 7:00 pm

LISELOTTE ROKYTA,

PanFlUte

annoucements
anniversary
1949

March 18

2019

Behold, the eye of the Lord is on
those who fear Him, on those who
hope in His mercy. Psalm 33:18
With thankfulness to our faithful
God we hope to celebrate the 70th
Wedding Anniversary of our dear
parents and grandparents.
HENDRIK AND MARGJE OTTEN

With love from your children:
Mark and Jane Otten
Henry and Mary Otten
Bert and Joyce Otten
Jenny and Ed Bouman
21 Grandchildren and 74 Greatgrandchildren.
Open House will be held, the Lord
willing, on March 23, 2019 at Shalom
Manor Auditorium 2:00 to 4:00 pm.
Home Address:
12 Bartlett Avenue
Grimsby, ON
L3M 0A2

obituary

HAMSTRA, GRACE (Zylstra)
The Lord, in His infinite wisdom, took unto Himself
our loving and caring mother, grandmother, greatgrandmother, and great-great grandmother on
Saturday, December 22, 2018, in her 94th year.

Dear wife, for almost 67 years, of the late Jacob
Hamstra. Cherished mother of Jerry and Trudy.
Hamstra, Sylvia and Carl Schouls, Audrey
and Albert Wassink, Elizabeth and George
Bouwmeester and Kathy and Ray Pennings. Predeceased by all her
brothers and sisters; Joekje (Pieter) Miedema, Gauke (Tine) Zylstra, Eelkje
(Gosse) Postma, and Willem (Rieke) Zylstra. A loving sister-in-law to the late
Kathleen Hamstra, the late Gerald & Theresa Hamstra, the late Ralph &
Jeanette Haalstra, Peter & Audrey Hamstra, and Peter & Willy VandenBerg.
Our dear mother will be remembered as one who took a great interest in
all that her many grandchildren and great-grandchildren did. They all loved
her in return.
The funeral service was held at the Ebenezer Free Reformed Church on
Friday, December 28th with Pastor L.J. Bilkes comforting us with the
Word of God, especially from John 6:68, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou
hast the words of eternal life. Words often heard from our dear mother.
Interment followed at Mt. Zion Cemetery with Pastor Carl Schouls (son-inlaw) officiating. Mom always enjoyed and appreciated receiving cards from
family and friends over the years, including those through the Link.
Contact address: Jerry & Trudy Hamstra
1343 Conc. 6W, Millgrove, ON L8B 1N5

